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m  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MESSAGE 

FROM   THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

IN  KESrONSE 

To  Senate  resohition  of  February  4,  1893,  relative  to  the  draft  of  an  un- 
completed treaty  with  Hawaii, 


February  6,  1893. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  herewith,  as  desired  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
4th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  6th  instant,  with 
its  accompanying  correspondence,  in  relation  to  the  draft  of  an  uncom- 
pleted treaty  with  Hawaii,  made  in  1854:. 

Benj.  Harrison. 
Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  February  6j  1893. 


The  President: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant  requesting  the  President,  ''if  in  his  opinion  it 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests,  to  send  to  the  Senate  the 
draft  of  a  treaty,  negotiated  in  1854,  but  not  completed,  between  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  and  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii, 
with  the  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  relating  to  said 
negotiation,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  draft  in 
question,  together  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  referred  to. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

John  W.  Foster. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6,  1893, 
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List  of  accompanying  papers. 

1.  Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg,  April  4,  1854,  No.  6. 

2.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  July  26,  1854,  No.  48. 

3.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  August  7,  1854,  No.  51. 

4.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  September  15,  1854,  No.  52. 

(Copy  of  the  treaty  draft  accompanies  Mr.  Gregg's  dispatch  No.  52  of  Sex)tember 
15,  1854,  included  here.) 

5.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  October  2,  1854,  No.  54. 

6.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  December  19,  1854,  No.  61. 

7.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  December  29,  3854,  No.  64. 

8.  Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg,  January  31,  1855,  No.  12. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg. 

No.  6.]  -  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  4,  1854. 

Sir  :  In  your  general  instructions  you  were  furnislied  with  the  views 
of  this  Government  in  regard  to  any  change  in  the  politifiil  affairs  of  the 
SandAvich  Islands.  The  President  Avas  aware,  when  those  instructions 
were  prepared,  that  the  question  of  transferring  the  sovereignty  of  those 
islands  to  the  United  States  had  been  raised,  and  favorably  received,  by 
many  influential  individuals  residing  therein.  It  was  foreseen  that  at 
some  period,  not  far  distant,  such  a  change  would  take  place,  and  that 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  would  come  under  the  protectorateof  or  be  trans- 
ferred to  some  foreign  power.  You  were  informed  that  it  was  not  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  accelerate  such  a  change;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  events,  it  became  unavoidable,  this  Government  would  much 
prefer  to  acquire  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  for  the  United  States, 
rather  tlian  to  see  it  transferred  to  any  otlier  power.  If  any  foreign  con- 
nection is  to  be  formed,  the  geographical  position  of  these  islands  indi- 
cates that  it  should  be  Avith  us.  Our  cpmmer(;e  with  them  far  exceeds 
that  of  all  other  countries;  our  citizens  are  embarked  in  the  most 
Important  business  concerns  of  that  country,  and  some  of  them  hold 
important  public  positions.  In  view  of  the  large  American  interests 
there  established  and  the  intimate  commercial  relations  existing  at  this 
time  it  might  well  be  regarded  as  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  pre- 
vent these  islands  from  becoming  the  appendage  of  any  other  foreign 
power. 

It  appears  by  your  dispatches  lately  received  at  this  Department 
that  the  ruling  authorities  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  have  become 
convinced  of  their  inability  to  sustain  themselves  any  longer  as  an  in- 
dependent State,  and  are  prepared  to  throw  themselves  upon  our  pro- 
tection or  to  seek  incorporati  .n  into  our  political  system.  Fears  are 
entertained  by  those  Avho  favor  such  a  measure  that  if  the  United 
States  should  manifest  a  disinclination  to  receive  the  proffered  sover- 
eignty of  this  country,  the  people  would  seek  elsewhere  a  less  desira- 
ble connection,  or  be  given  over  to  anarchy. 

The  information  contained  in  your  last  dispatch,  No.  10,  dated  the 
7th  of  February,  renders  it  highly  probable  that  the  ruling  poAvers  of 
that  Government  will  have  presented  to  you,  as  our  diplomatic  agent, 
an  offer  of  the  sovereignty  of  their  country  to  the  United  States.  The 
President  has  deemed  it  proper  that  you  should  be  furnished  with  in- 
structions  for  the  guidance  of  your  conduct  in  such  an  emergency. 
With  tlus  dispatch  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  full  power  to  treat  with 
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tlie  present  authorities  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  for  the  transfer 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  United  States.  This  can  only  be  done 
by  a  convention  or  treaty,  which  will  not  be  valid  until  it  is  ratified  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Ko  intimation  has  ever  been  given  to  this  Government  as  to  the 
terms  or  conditions  which  will  be  likely  to  be  annexed  to  the  tender  of 
the  sovereignty.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  something  more  than 
a  mere  i)rotectorate  is  contemplated.  A  protectorate  tendered  to  and 
accepted  by  the  United  States  would  not  change  the  sovereignty  of 
the  c(mntry.  In  that  case  this  Go\  ernment  would  take  upon  itself 
heavy  and  responsible  duties,  for  which  it  could  hardly  expect  compen- 
sating advantages. 

I  understand  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the  people,  and  that  in 
which  the  present  rulers  are  disposed  to  concur,  is  ^'annexation"  as 
distinguished  from  protection;  and  that  it  is  their  intention  that  these 
islands  shall  become  a  part  of  our  Territories  and  be  under  the  control 
of  this  Government  as  fully  as  any  other  of  its  territorial  possessions. 
In  any  convention  you  may  make  it  is  expected  that  the  rights  to  be 
acquired  by  the  United  States  should  be  clearly  defined. 

Should  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  be  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  the  present  Government  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  super- 
seded, or,  at  least,  be  subjected  to  the  Federal  authority  of  this  couu-^ 
try. 

It  is  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  present  rulers  and  chiefs  would 
expect  that  some  provision  would  be  made  as  comi^ensation  to  them 
for  the  surrender  of  their  i)olitical  i)osition.  This  provision  could  not 
be,  as  I  conceive,  any  other  than  a  pecuniary  allowance.  In  this  re- 
spect the  United  States  would  manifest  toward  them  a  liberal  spirit. 
Annuities  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  to  be  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  they  would  prefer  might  be  secured  to  them  in  the  treaty. 

In  the  convention  you  may  make,  you  are  autliorized  to  i)rovide  in 
the  ami^lest  manner  for  the  security  of  individual  i)roperty  as  held  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty,  but  the  reservation  of  po- 
litical rights  or  privileges  in  behalf  of  individuals  would  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  political  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  vest  in  the  United 
States. 

If  you  should  succeed  in  making  a  treaty  transferring  the  islands  to 
the  United  States,  it  is  advisable  that  it  should  receive  the  ratification 
of  the  Hawaiian  Government  before  it  is  sent  here  for  the  consideration 
of  the  President  and  the  Senate.  You  are  directed  to  induce  that  Gov- 
ernment to  send  on  one  or  more  persons  at  the  same  time  the  treaty  is 
forwarded,  clothed  with  full  powers  to  assent  to  any  modifications  of  it 
whjch  may  here  be  made.  In  view  of  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the 
terms  by  which  the  cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands  may  be 
encumbered  the  carrying  out  of  this  suggestion  is  deemed  to  be  of 
great  importance. 

I  have  good  reason  to  beheve  that  some  of  the  leading  powers  of 
Europe  would  be  very  unwilling  to  seethe  Sandwich  Islands  become  a 
part  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  an  opportunity  occurred,  would  en- 
deavor to  defeat  any  negotiation  for  that  purpose.  This  consideration 
and  others,  make  it  imi>ortant  that  you  should  bring  it  to  a  close  as  ex- 
peditiously as  possible.  The  treaty  should  be  here  in  time  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  at  its  present  session. 
I  am,  etc., 

W.  L.  Marcy, 
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Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Ko.  48.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MonolulUj  July  J26,  1854. 

Sir:  The  Hawaiian  cabinet  has  determined,  at  length,  that  it  will 
not  do  to  allow  much  longer  delay  in  bringing  to  a  close  arrangements 
for  annexation.  On  the  17th  a  meeting  was  held,  at  which  Prince  Alex- 
ander was  present,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  should  immediately  proceed,  if  possible,  to  arrange  and  sign 
a  treaty  to  be  submitted  to  the  King  for  ratification.  Mr.  Wyllie  called 
on  me  the  next  day,  and  we  have  since  had  several  conferences,  but 
without  as  yet  arriving  at  any  definite  result.  The  difficulty,  1  appre- 
hend, is  that  more  will  be  demanded,  in  the  way  of  consideration,  etc., 
than  ought  to  be  yielded.  It  is  probable  that  by  the  next  mail  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  communicate  something  more  definite  than  I  am 
now  able  to  do.  I  have  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Wyllie  that,  so  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  there  shall  be  no  occasion  to  complain  of  further  i)rocras- 
tination,  and  I  can  not  doubt  that  he  is  in  earnest.  Prince  Alexander 
is  responsible  for  all  past  delay,  and  he  will  not  hesitate  to  incur  the 
responsibility  of  still  more,  unless  his  mind  is  brought  to  the  conviction 
which  everyone  else  entertains,  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  ever  to 
wear  a  crown.  He  evidently  sees  that  the  existing  Government  is  in 
danger,  and  wishes  to  be  in  a  condition  to  escape  it  when  the  crisis 
comes,  but  hopes  strongly  that  it  may  be  averted.  If  a  treaty  is  once 
signed  he  will  not  oppose  its  ratification  directly  and  openly,  but 
strive  to  postpone  it  to  the  last  moment  compatible  with  safety. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  revolution  will  soon  take  place  if  a  treaty  of 
annexation  is  not  concluded.  The  foreign  residents,  especially  Ameri- 
cans, are  becoming  impatient  under  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
will  not  be  disposed  to  endure  much  longer  the  feebleness  and  in- 
efficiency of  the  Government.  Tliey  have  i)ower  enough  in  their  hands, 
if  they  act  in  concert,  to  do  anything  they  wish,  and  in  a  single  week 
could  subvert  the  throne  and  establish  a  republic  upon  its  ruins. 

A  combined  British  and  French  squadron  of  seven  vessels — three 
English  and  four  French — arrived  here  on  the  17th  from  Callao,  having 
made  the  passage  from  Nukuhiva  in  fourteen  days.  Its  appearance 
created  quite  an  excitement  among  all  classes  of  people.  On  Saturday 
the  English  fiigate  Fique  joined  the  fleet,  making  eight  vessels  in  all, 
as  follows:  The  frigates  President  and  Fique,  the  sloop  Amphitrite,  and 
the  steamer  Virago  (British),  under  the  command  of  Kear -Admiral 
David  Price;  the  frigates  La  Forte  and  IJFuridice,  the  corvette  IPArte- 
mise,  and  the  brig  VOhligado  (French),  commanded  by  liear-Admiral 
Febvrier  des  Pointes.  On  Tuesday  they  all  sailed  in  a  northwesterly 
direction.  I  could  not  learn  satisfactorily  who  was  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  entire  squadron,  as  the  English  and  French  accounts 
differed  materially  on  that  point,  though  I  presume  it  can  not  be 
doubted  that  Admiral  Price  is  the  official  senior  of  Admiral  des  Pointes. 
It  is  evident  that  no  great  harmony  of  feeling  exists  between  the  diifer- 
ent  portions  of  the  fleet,  and  I  learn  from  pretty  good  authority  that  a 
separation  will  soon  be  deemed  expedient. 

On  Friday  the  two  admirals  and  their  officers  had  an  audience  at  the 
l^alace  which  was  marked  by  a  circumstance  that  ought  to  be  mentioned. 
After  the  usual  courtesies,  addresses,  etc.,  were  over,  the  French  ad- 
miral, on  the  suggestion  of  Mons.  Ferrin,  said  to  the  King,  through 
an  interpreter,  that  he  hoped  there  was  no  thought  of  alienating  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Kingdom,  as  such  a  thing  would  lead  to  difficulty 
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and  perhaps  war  with  England  and  France,  Avhich  it  wonhl  be  for  the 
interest  of  His  Majesty  to  avoid.     Tlie  King  made  no  reply  whatever. 

#  #  #  #  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  L.  GnEGa. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

^o.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honoluht,  August  7,  1854. 
Sir:  I  am  only  able  lo  write  briefly  by  the  mail  which  goes  this  after- 
noon, being  mnch  debilitated  by  an  attack  of  sickness  from  which  I  am 
just  convalescent. 

#  #  *  *  *  *  * 

The  government  here  rests  on  a  volcano.  Its  subversion  is  within 
the  power  of  the  foreign  residents,  and  I  am  prepared  to  witness  an 
outbreak  at  any  moment.  The  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  state 
of  things  is  dady  increasing,  and  a  crisis  of  some  sort  is  inevitable. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  there  was  an  intense  alarm  among  the  na- 
tive i)oi)ulation,  on  account  of  the  supposed  presence  of  "filibusters." 
The  troo])s  were  called  out  and  remained  under  arms  all  night.  The 
apprehension  seems  to  have  been  excited  by  the  discovery  of  a  box  of 
pistols  among  some  goods  landed  at  the  custom-house. 

I  have  succeeded  in  arranging  the  terms  of  a  treaty  of  annexation 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  which  meets  the  approval  of  the 
Crown  Prince  and  cabinet.  But  it  is  not  yet  signed,  and  I  am  unable 
to  give  you  any  assurance  that  it  will  be  immediately  completed.  The 
pretense  of  delay  is  the  supi^osed  necessity  of  consulting  the  King, 
which  for  some  time  has  been  impossible,  on  account  of  His  Majesty's 
illness. 

The  great  difficulty  I  had  to  encounter  was  the  inveterate  prejudice 
of  the  Hawaiian  authorities  against  a  territorial  form  of  government, 
which  could  not  be  overcome.  Finding  it  impossible  to  provide  other- 
wise, I  finally  consented  to  agree  to  the  admission  of  the  islands  as  a 
State,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  in  conformity  with  the  principles  and 
requirements  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  leaving  the  existing  laws,  so 
far  as  they  are  republican  and  consistent  with  such  Constitution,  in  full 
force  and  effect  in  the  meantime. 

There  was  also  much  controversy  as  to  the  extent  of  consideration. 
The  Government  absolutely  refused  to  listen  to  anything  short  of  an- 
nuities to  the  extent  of  $300,000,  and  I  finally  yielded  to  the  si7ie  qua 
non  which  they  presented,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  solely 
ad  referendum. 

I  had  intended  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty  as  agreed  on,  for  in- 
formation, but  I  have  been  altogether  unequal  to  the  task  of  makiug  it 
in  time  for  the  present  mail. 

I  have  notified  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  that  there  must  be 
a  speedy  diplomaUcal  conclusion  of  our  negotiations,  and  expressed  the 
view  that  any  further  delay  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  position  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  transaction.  He  assents 
to  the  propriety  of  my  representations,  and  promises  to  spare  no  efforts 
to  bring  about  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

I  may  therefore  exi)ress  the  hope  that  a  final  result  will  soon  be  at- 
tained.   But  I  fear  the  occurrence  of  a  state  of  things  which  will  place 
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me  in  some  embarrassment.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  npon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  there  will  be  a  desire  and  a  necessity  of  an  im- 
mediate transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  tlie  islands  to  the  United  States 
in  order  to  guard  against  pressing  danger.  If  such  a  crisis  occurs  I 
shall  deem  myself  justified  in  accepting  a  provisional  transfer,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  or  such  arrangements  as  may  be  finally 
made  by  the  two  parties.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  wonld  be  decisive  as 
to  the  influences  hereafter  to  prevail  in  the  archipelago,  whatever 
might  be  the  view  of  our  Government  as  to  the  cession.  A  flood  of 
emigration  would  pour  in  fi'om  California  the  moment  our  flag  was 
raised,  suflicieut  to  put  a  check  upon  all  future  British  and  French  pre- 
tensions. 

Yesterday  I  had  an  audience  at  the  palace  for  the  officers  of  the  St. 
Mary.  The  King  was  unable  to  be  present,  owing  to  liis  illness,  but  he 
was  represented  by  the  Kuhina  Nui,  who  always  stands  in  his  i)lace 
when  he  can  not  perform  his  functions. 

The  British  consul-general  has  demanded  a  personal  audience  of 
the  King,  to  communicate  to  him  certain  views  of  his  Government, 
which  will  take  place  as  soon  as  His  Majesty  is  recovered. 
I  have,  etc., 

Dayid  L.  Gregg. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

No.  52.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  September  15,  1854. 

The  negotiations  for  annexation  are  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
my  dispatch  (No.  51)  of  the  7th  instant  was  written.  On  Saturday 
last  the  cabinet  had  an  audience  of  the  King  and  laid  before  him  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  in  the  Hawaiian  language,  and  through  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, as  interi)reter,  explained  it  in  all  its  particulars.  He  expressed 
himself  satisfied,  as  I  am  advised,  but  stated  that  he  wished  to  consult 
particularly  with  a  few  of  his  chiefs  before  final  action  was  taken.  Un- 
fortunately he  has  since  been  in  such  a  state  of  infirmity  as  to  be  able 
to  consult  with  no  one,  and  it  is  difficult  to  i)redict  when  his  in^esentfit 
of  illness  will  terminate. 

I  have  insisted  ui)on  the  immediate  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  Mr. 
Wyllie  admits  that,  according  to  diplomatic  usage,  there  should  be  no 
further  delay.  In  my  last  dispatch  I  stated  that  1  had  notified  him 
that  the  negotiations  must  be  at  once  concluded.  I  have  since  ad- 
dressed him  a  letter  to  the  same  eflect,  setting  forth  strongly  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  take  this  course.  A  copy  of  it  is  herewith  in- 
closed for  your  information.  Its  rei^resentations  I  considered  would 
have  an  imi)ortant  bearing  in  bringing  matters  to  an  issue,  and  I  still 
think  this  will  be  the  efl'ect.  I  hope  I  did  not  go  further  than  the 
President  will  be  willing  to  approve.  The  peculiar  circumstances 
which  exist  seemed  to  demand  a  strong  expression  on  my  part,  with 
all  the  incidental  references  and  suggestions  which  are  employed.  I 
acted  with  regard  to  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  peculiar  exigencies  of 
the  times,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  my  course  will  probably 
contribute  to  hasten  matters  to  a  conclusion. 

I  forward  also  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  the  terms  of  which  were  finally 
settled  between  Mr.  Wyllie  and  myself  on  the  19th  ultimo.    I  have  al- 
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ready  informed  y6u  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  sncli  provisions  as  I 
desired  in  tlie  second  and  eighth  articles.  As  they  stand  they  will  be 
regarded  as  ad  referendum  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned. 
This,  of  course,  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  I  could  place  my  as- 
sent to  them,  esjoecially  the  last.  From  the  protocols,  which  are  not 
yet  all  in  a  condition  to  be  copied  for  transmission,  the  true  character 
of  the  negotiation  and  its  embarrassing  circumstances  will  more  fully 
appear.     I  shall  probably  be  able  to  send  them  by  the  next  mail. 

The  provisions  of  the  separate  article  were  made  a  matter  of  positive 
demand  by  the  Hawaiian  cabinet.  I  refused  to  incorporate  them  into 
the  body  of  the  treaty,  because  they  contemplate  an  object  which,  if 
effected  at  all,  must  be  brought  about  before  any  final  ratification  can 
take  place.  The  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  this  Government  would 
undoubtedly  quell  any  disturbances  that  might  arise  from  Ameri3an 
sources,  but  a  conditional  cession,  as  contemplated  by  such  article, 
would  forever  practically  settle  all  questions  as  to  future  influence  and 
jurisdiction.  The  moment  our  flag  was  raised  a  flood  of  immigration 
from  California  would  pour  in,  suflicient,  at  least,  to  make  the  islands 
thoroughly  American  and  to  secure  an  equitable  and  fair  arrangement 
if  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty  are  deemed  unsatisfactory. 

The  return  of  Judge  Lee  from  the  island  of  Maui  is  expected  in  a 
few  days.  It  was  through  his  persuasions  that  the  King  made  ad- 
vances for  annexation,  and  his  influence  with  the  chiefs  and  native 
population  generally  is  greater  than  that  of  any  man  on  the  islands. 
I  learn  that  he  objects  to  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  on  the 
ground  that  he  does  not  think  it  provides  explicitly  enough  for  a  State 
government.  In  this  respect  I  have  gone  to  the  utmost  limit  of  w^hat, 
in  my  judgment,  the  Constitution  allows,  and  if  his  advice  leads  this 
Government  to  ej:act  impracticable  conditions  I  shall,  of  course,  be 
fully  prepared  to  reject  them. 

Tlie  British  consul-general  has  advised  this  Government  that  he  will 
not,  for  the  present,  seek  the  audience  which  he  formerly  demanded, 
as  I  advised  you  in  my  last  dispatch. 

The  efl'ect  of  the  publications  in  the  [Rew  York  Daily  Tribune  of  July 
20  has  been  unfortunate  here  in  giving  to  the  British  consul-general 
weapons  to  fight  against  the  United  States.  I  regret  very  much  that 
any  opportunity  should  have  occurred  at  this  juncture  to  confirm,  in 
the  minds  of  the  Hawaiians,  the  false  impressions  which  are  constantly 
sought  to  be  created  in  regard  to' our  purposes  and  policy.  If  the  pres- 
ent negotiations  fall  through  I  shall  attribute  it  almost  entirely  to  the 
effect  of  such  publications  as  that  of  the  Tribune  and  other  papers  of 
like  character. 

I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  Gkegg. 


Treaty  of  annexation  concluded  between  His  Majesty  tlie  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  being  convinced  that  plans  have 
been,  and  still  are,  on  foot  hostile  to  his  sovereignty  and  to  the  j)eace  of  his  King- 
dom, Avhich  His  Majesty  is  withont  power  to  resist,  and  against  which  it  is  his  im- 
perative dnty  to  provide,  in  order  to  prevent  the  evils  of  anarchy  and  to  secnre  the 
rights  and  prosperity  of  his  subjects,  and  having  in  conscientious  regard  thereto,  as 
well  as  to  the  general  interests  of  his  Kingdom,  present  and  future,  sought  to  incor- 
porate his  Kingdom  into  the  Union  of  the  United  .States,  as  the  means  best  calcu- 
lated to  attain  these  ends  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  equal  rights 
to  himself,  his  chiefs,  and  his  people ;  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
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beiug  actiiated  solely  by  the  desire  to  add  to  their  security  and  prosperity  and  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  the  Hawiiau  Islands,  and  of  his  Govern- 
ment, have  determined  to  accomplish  by  treaty  objects  so  important  to  their  mutual 
and  permanent  welfare. 

For  that  purpose  His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III,  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
has  granted  full  powers  and'instructions  to  Robert  Crichton  Wyllie,  esquire,  his  min- 
ister of  foreign  relations,  his  secretary  at  war  and  of  the  navy,  member  of  his  privy 
council  of  state,  member  of  the  house  of  nobles,  and  chairman  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  his  privy  purse;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  invested 
with  like  powers  David  Lawrence  Gregg,  esquire,  commissioner  of  said  States  to 
the  said  Kingdom ;  and  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  exchanging  their  full  pow- 
ers, have  agreed  to  and  concluded  the  following  articles: 

Article  I. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  acting  in  conformity  with  the 
power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution  ©f  his  Kingdom,  and  with  the  wishes  of 
his  chiefs  and  people,  and  of  the  heads  of  every  department  of  his  Government, 
cedes  to  the  United  States  his  Kingdom,  with  all  its  territories,  to  be  held  by  them 
in  full  sovereignty,  subject  only  to  the  same  constitutional  provisions  as  the  other 
States  of  the  American  Union.  This  cession  includes  all  public  lots  and  squares, 
Government  lands,  mines  and  minerals,  salt  lakes  and  springs,  fish  ponds,  public 
edifices,  fortifications,  barracks,  forts,  ports  and  harbors,  reefs,  docks,  and  maga- 
zines, arms,  armaments  and  accouterments,  public  archives,  and  funds,  claims, 
debts,  taxes  and  dues  existing,  available,  and  unpaid  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

Article  II. 

The  Kingdom  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  American 
Union  as  a  State,  enjoying  the  same  degree  of  sovereignty  as  other  States,  and  ad- 
mitted as  such  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  in  consistency  with  the  principles  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties of  a  State  as  aforesaid,  on  a  perfect  equality  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Article  HI. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  his  chiefs  and  subjects  of  every 
class,  shall  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  existing  personal  and  private 
rights — civil,  political,  and  religious — to  the  utmost  extent  that  is  possible  under 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  shall  possess  and  forever  enjoy  all  the  riglits  and 
privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  terms  of  perfect  equality,  in  all  re- 
spects, with  other  American  citizens. 

Article  IV. 

The  decisions  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners  made  and  not  appealed  from, 
at  the  date  of  the  finalratification  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  and  remain  forever  valid 
and  undisturbed,  and  all  titles  to  real  estate  which  are  now,  or  shall  have  then  been 
declared  valid  under  the  laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  shall  be  held  to  be  equally 
valid  by  the  United  States,  and  measures  shall  be  adopted  by  the  United  States  for 
the  speedy  and  fiual  adjudication  of  all  unsettled  claims  to  land  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  and  usages  under  which  they  may  have  originated. 

Article  V. 

All  engagements  of  whatever  kind,  affecting  the  rights  of  corporations  or  indi- 
viduals, validly  contracted,  and  lawfully  incumbent  upon  the  King's  Government 
or  the  Hawaiian  nation  to  pay  and  discharge,  shall  be  respected  and  fulfilled  in  as 
prompt,  full,  and  complete  a  manner  as  they  would  have  been  respected  and  ful- 
filled had  no  change  of  sovereignty  taken  j^lace. 

Article  VI. 

The  public  lands  hereby  ceded  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  regulating  the  public 
lands  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  liable,  however,  to  such  alterations  and 
changes  as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  enact.  The  grants  of  land  for  the  pro- 
motion of  education  heretofore  made  by  the  Government  of  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States,  which,  in  addition  thereto,  shall 
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grant  and  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  common  schools,  seminaries  of  learning,  ami 
universities  so  much  of  the  public  lands  and  of  the  proceeds  thereof  as  may  he 
equal  proportionally  to  the  grants  for  such  purposes  in  any  of  the  States  of  the 
Union. 

Article  VII. 

The  laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  so  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  republi- 
can institutions  and  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until  modified,  changed,  or  repealed  by  tbe  leg- 
islative authority  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  treaty. 

Article  VIII. 

In  consideration  of  the  cession  made  by  this  treaty,  and  in  compensation  to  all 
who  may  sulVer  or  incur  loss  consequent  thereon,  the  United  States  shall  pay  the 
aggregate  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000)  as  annuities  to  the  King, 
the  qTiccu,  the  crown  prince,  those  standing  next  in  succession  to  the  throne,  the 
chiefs,  and  all  other  persons  whom  the  King  may  wish  to  compensate  or  reward,  to 
be  apportioned  as  may  be  determined  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  his  privy  council 
of  state,  which  amounts  to  be  apportioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  ratably  with- 
out deduction  or  offset  on  any  ground  or  in  any  shape  whatever,  to  the  parties  sever- 
ally named  in  such  apportionment,  at  Honolulu,  on  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  suc- 
cessive year  so  long  as  they  may  live.  It  is,  however,  exi)ressly  agreed  upon  that 
on  the  demise  of  His  present  Majesty  the  annuity  of  the  immediate  heir  to  the 
throne  shall  then  be  increased  to  the  same  amount  before  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
King  himself. 

As  a  further  consideration  for  the  cession  hereinmade,  andinorder  to  place  within 
the  reacli  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  the  means  of  education,  present 
and  future,  so  as  to  enable  them  the  more  perfectly  to  enjoy  and  discharge  the  rights 
and  duties  consequent  upon  a  change  from  monarchical  to  republican  institutions, 
the  United  States  agree  to  set  apart  and  pay  over  for  the  term  of  ten  years  the  sum 
of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  one-third  of  which  shall  be  applied  to 
constitute  the  principal  of  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  a  college  or  university,  or  colleges 
or  universities,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  balance  for  the  support  of  common 
schools,  to  be  invested,  secured,  or  applied  as  may  be  determined  by  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  when  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union  as 
aforesaid. 

Article  IX. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  a  commissioner,  who  shall  receive  in  due  form,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  and  territories  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands;  also  all  public propert}^,  archives,  and  other  things  hereinbefore 
stipulated  to  be  conveyed,  and  who  shall  exercise  all  executive  authority  in  said 
islands  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  order,  and  to  the  proper  execution 
of  tbe  laws,  until  the  State  contemplated  in  this  treaty  can  be  duly  organized  and 
admitted  as  such  State;  and  until  the  arrival  of  such  commissioner,  all  departments 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  shall  continue  as  now  constituted. 

Article  X. 

This  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  respective  high  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Honolulu  within  eight  months  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  sooner  if  possible,  but  it  is  agreed  that  this  i)eriod  may  be  extended  by 
mutual  consent  of  the  two  parties. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  signed  three 
originals  of  this  treaty  of  annexation  in  Hawaiian  and  three  in  English,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  our  respective  official  seals. 

Done  at  Honolulu  this  day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fifty -four. 

separate  and  secret  article. 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  guard  against  the  exigencies  declared  in  the  preamble 
to  the  foregoing  treaty,  and  to  secure  the  King  ]of  the  Hawaiian  Island*,  his  chiefs, 
and  all  who  reside  under  his  jurisdiction  from  the  dangers  therein  referred  to  and 
expressed,  it  is  hereby  provided  and  expressly  agreed  that  at  any  time  before  the 
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final  excbau^e  of  the  ratifications  of  said  treaty,  if  the  same  shall  be  duly  ratified  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty  the  King  and  satisfactory  notice  thereof  given  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  competent  for  His  Majesty,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  declare  his  islands  annexed  to  the  American  Union,  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  such  treaty  as  negotiated;  and  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being,  shall  receive  and  accept  the  transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
islands,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  protect  and  defend  them  by  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  American  Union,  holding  the  same  for 
and  in  behalf  of  his  Government  and  exercising  the  jurisdiction  provided  for  in 
said  treaty,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  in  case  the  said  treaty  is  not 
finally  ratified,  or  other  arrangement  made  by  the  free  consent  and  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  the  contracting  parties,  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands  shall  imme- 
diately revert,  without  prejudice,  to  His  Majesty,  or  his  iumiediate  heir,  in  the 
same  conditions  as  before  the  transfer  thereof;  and  it  is  further  understood  and 
agreed  that  this  article  shall  be  as  binding  for  all  the  ends  and  purposes  herein 
expressed  as  if  it  formed  a  part  of  the  foregoing  treaty. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

Ko.  54.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  October  2^  1854. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatcli  of  tlie  7th  ultimo  (No.  41)  I  mentioned  that  the 
British  consul-general  had  demanded  an  audience  of  the  King  for  the 
purpose  of  commnnicating  to  him  certain  views  of  his  Government. 
It  was  first  appointed  for  the  6th  ultimo,  the  same  day  as  that  fixed  for 
the  audience  to  the  officers  of  the  St.  Mary^  but  the  King  being  unable 
on  account  of  illness  to  attend  it  was  then  postponed.  Subsequently, 
however,  although  Gen.  Miller  at  first  declined,  an  arrangement  was 
made  to  receive  him  on  the  18th,  when  he  made  an  extemporaneous 
speech  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  against  annexation  to  the  United 
States  and  in  dispraise  of  our  country,  her  Government,  and  people. 

The  substance  of  his  remarks  has  been  stated  to  me  by  those  who 
heard  them.  He  deprecated  annexatiou  to  the  United  States  and  rep- 
resented it  to  be  one  of  the  worst  evils  which  could  befall  the  Hawaiian 
race,  denouncing  our  institutions  as  corrupting  in  their  tendency  and 
wholly  unequal  to  protect  in  security  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  property. 
As  an  illustration,  he  referred  to  California  and  described  numerous 
disorders,  which  he  alleged  had  prevailed  there,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
predicting  that  the  introduction  of  American  rule  in  these  islands  would 
be  the  signal  for  the  commencement  of  a  similar  state  of  things,  in  which 
the  rights  of  the  natives  would  be  altogether  lost  sight  of  and  sacrificed. 
He  read  at  length  the  articles  in  the  New  York  Tribune  of  July  20  and 
the  Herald  of  a  previous  date,  on  the  subject  of  annexation,  to  show 
that  the  designs  of  our  Government  were  hostile  to  Hawaiian  inter- 
ests and  ought  to  be  regarded  in  no  friendly  light.  These  papers, 
he  insisted,  were  fair  and  honest,  rising  above  the  corrupting  tendency 
of  republican  institutions,  and  entitled  to  great  weight  in  forming  an 
opinion  of  the  policy  of  the  American  nation.  He  complained  of  the 
course  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  charging  him  with  a  want 
of  openness  and  candor  and  stating  that  he  was  too  much  disposed  to 
publish  matters  which  ought  to  be  kept  secret.  As  an  instance,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  protest  of  himself  and  Mons.  Perrin,  last  year,  which, 
he  said,  had  been  unnecessarily  communicated  to  Mr.  Severance,  who 
had  made  a  long  rigmarole  of  a  reply,  and  that  his  rejoinder  to  that 
reply  had  been  suppressed. 
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I  have  the  best  reason  in  the  world  for  believing  that  in  this  respect 
Gen.  Miller's  memory  was  at  lault^  as  he  never  made  any  rejoinder 
whatever.  He  also  entered  into  an  argument  to  refute  what  I  took 
occasion  to  say  on  the  4th  of  July  relative  to  the  merits  of  colonial 
government  and  the  law  of  primogeniture,  praising  the  latter  as  a 
beneficent  institution  which  gave  England  a  class  of  gentlemen  and 
statesmen  not  to  be  surpassed  in  the  world.  When  he  had  concluded 
the  King  replied  as  follows: 

I  have  heard  what  you  have  said  to  me  in  the  name  of  your  Government.  I  am 
not  sure  that  I  hnve  clearly  understood  it  all,  hut  I  shall  consider  it  so  far  as  I 
may  be  able  to  recollect  it.  I  would  prefer  that  in  all  matters  which  relate  to  my 
sovereignty,  in  which  my  chiefs  and  people  have  a  deep  interest,  communications 
Bhould  be  made  in  writing  so  as  to  prevent  misunderstandings  and  mistakes  either 
by  me  or  them. 

The  Speech  of  Gen.  Miller  as  I  have  heard  accounts  of  it  from  authen- 
tic sources^  was  an  outrage  ux^on  all  propriety  and  insulting  to  the 
United  States.  An  accurate  statement  of  what  transpired  at  the 
audience  was  drawn  up,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  by  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations  and  submitted  to  Gen.  Miller  for  revision.  He 
promised  to  write  out  the  substance  of  his  remarks,  but  as  yet  has  not 
done  so.  I  have  assurances  that  a  copy  will  be  communicated  to  meat 
the  earliest  practicable  moment.  Had  not  the  audience  been  what  is 
termed  private,  I  should  have  requested  officially  an  account  of  what 
took  place,  and  shall  yet  find  some  just  reason  for  doing  so  if  it  is  not 
received  as  I  anticipate  through  the  dictates  of  a  just  and  proper 
courtesy,  which  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  has  on  every  occasion 
heretofore  been  willing  to  extend. 

On  Thursday  last  (September  28)  the  officers  of  the  Portsmouth  and 
St.  Mary  had  a  royal  audience  by  special  invitation  from  the  King. 
The  invitation  was  conveyed  to  me  on  the  preceding  day  through  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations.  The  whole  ali'air  may  be  regared  as  ex- 
ceedingly complimentary.  Such  a  thing  as  an  invitation  for  an  occa- 
sion of  this  kind  was  never  before  known  here.  Capt.  Dornin  is  a 
great  favorite  among  all  classes  of  the  Hawaiian  people,  commanding 
universal  respect  and  confidence.  It  is  perhaps  to  this  fact,  as  much 
as  to  anything  else,  that  the  extraordinary  courtesy  of  the  occasion 
may  be  attributed.  But  it  may  be  said  undoubtedly  in  addition  that 
the  Hawaiian  authorities  are  especially  desirous  of  cultivating  friendly 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
their  country  may  constitute  an  integral  portion  of  the  great  North 
American  Republic. 

Since  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  ultimo  there  has  been  no  progress  in 
regard  to  the  treaty  of  annexation.  The  crown  jjrince  is  absent  on  the 
Island  of  Hawaii,  but  he  has  been  sent  for  and  his  return  is  daily  ex- 
pected. This  step  resulted  from  my  letter  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  date  of  September  12,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  already 
transmitted  for  your  information.  I  inclose  herewith  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  receipt,  from  which  you  will  preceive  the  cause  of  any  recent 
delay  that  has  occurred. 

I  now  feel  some  confidence  that  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
prince,  the  treaty  will  be  signed  and  ratified.  The  King  is  unwilling 
to  have  any  action  taken  in  his  absence,  but  at  the  same  time  anxious 
o  bring  matters  to  a  speedy  conclusion.     Liholiho  has  alreardy  given 

's  formal  assent  to  the  negotiations  so  far,  by  countersigning  with  the 
Msters  the  protocols  and  also  the  draft  of  the  treaty,  a  copy  of  which 

^ave  sent  you.    Present  appearances  indicate  that  the  period  of  pro- 
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crastiiiation  is^iearly  at  an  end,  and  I  indulf]:e  the  expectation  of  being 
able  to  send  home  a  treaty  of  annexation  in  time  for  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
1  have,  etc., 

David  L.  GnEGa. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

'^o.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  December  19,  1854. 

Sir:  The  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Kamehameha  III,  died  on 
Friday  last,  the  15th  instant,  after  an  illness  of  abont  two  weeks.  He 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  March,  1813,  being  in  his  forty-second  year. 
By  his  subjects  he  was  universally  beloved,  and  among  them  the  mani- 
festations of  grief  are  universal  and  striking.  With  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion the  resident  foreigners  respected  him  and  confided  in  his  justice 
and  generosity.  His  partiality  to  Americans  has  always  been  strong, 
and  it  will  be  universally  conceded  that  by  his  decease  they  have  lost 
a  faithful  and  honorable  friend. 

As  soon  as  his  death  was  known,  minute  guns  were  fired  from  the 
fort  on  shore  and  by  all  the  vessels  of  war  in  the  harbor. 

On  the  same  day  the  accession  of  the  Prince  Koyal  Alexander  Liho- 
liho  to  the  throne,  under  the  style  of  Kamehameha  IV,  was  proclaimed 
and  received  universal  acquiescence.  The  young  monarch  will  be  21 
years  of  age  on  the  9tli  of  February  next.  By  the  Hawaiian  laws  the 
age  of  majority  for  males  is  fixed  at  twenty,  so  that  he  becomes  at  once 
ruler  de  facto  of  the  Kingdom. 

But  few  young  men  of  his  years  have  more  ability  or  intelligence. 
His  general  education  is  good  and  for  sometime  past  he  has  been  ac- 
customed to  take  part  in  the  management  of  public  affairs.  A  few 
years  since,  with  his  older  brother,  he  visited  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  and  evidently  derived  much  profit  from  the  op])ortunity  thus 
placed  within  his  reach.  His  manners  and  habits  are  plain  and  simple, 
in  consistency  with  the  American  education  he  has  received. 

The  cabinet  ministers  and  inembers  of  the  privy  council  placed  their 
offices  at  the  disposal  of  the  new  sovereign  yesterday,  but  he  desired 
them  to  remain  for  the  present  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  func- 
tions. 

The  King's  confidential  and  most  influential  adviser  is  the  Hon. 
William  L.  Lee,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  a  thorough 
American  and  a  man  of  undoubted  integrity.  On  the  2d  instant  he 
resigned  his  office  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  his  resignation  was  not 
then  accepted,  and  the  present  King  absolutely  refuses  to  allow  him  to 
quit  his  position,  promising  to  have  such  an  arrangement  made  as  will 
relieve  him  of  his  most  burdensome  duties. 

*  #  *  *  #  #  # 

The  salute  at  sunrise  on  the  IGth,  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  the  min- 
ister of  the  18th,  was  participated  in  by  the  St.  Mary,  but  not  by  the 
English  and  French  ships  in  port,  probably  for  the  reason  that'they 
were  not  prepared  to  follow  the  Hawaiian  and  American  salutes.  "The 
royal  salute  of  etiquette"  appears  to  have  been  arranged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  making  up  for  the  omission  of  the 
morning. 

I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  GREoa. 
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Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

'^o.  64.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  December  29,  1854. 

Sir:  *  *  *  From  information  which  has  recently  come  to  my 
knowledge,  I  am  inclined  to  entertain  the  oj)inion  that  the  present  head 
of  the  Government  aviII  be  disposed  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  sepa- 
rate independence  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  I  anticipate,  therefore,  a 
notification,  as  soon  as  affairs  are  somewhat  settled,  to  the  effect  that 
the  negotiations  for  annexation  to  the  United  States  are  no  longer  to 
be  entertained.  This  is  rather  a  matter  of  inference  than  of  positive 
certainty;  but  my  own  mind  is  convinced  that  the  anticipations  I  en- 
tertained will  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  think  it  also  probable  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  secure  the  pro- 
tection of  the  existing  sovereignty  by  the  United  States,  France,  and 
Great  Britain.  That  foreign  protection  of  some  kind  will  be  sought  I 
regard  as  almost  a  certainty.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  instructions 
to  guide  my  conduct  in  the  event  of  any  such  question  being  brought 
up  for  consideration. 

The  ministers  who  will  doubtless  be  reappointed  are  men  of  hon- 
esty and  integrity,  but  my  observation  leads  me  to  conclude  that  in 
their  estimation  the  retention  of  office  is  a  paramount  consideration. 
Their  great  fault  is  weakness  and  not  perversity  of  purpose.  Besides, 
their  views  are  all  against  the  present  administration  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  they  conceive  it  to  be  fair  and 
just  to  pursue  every  legitimate  course  to  play  advisedly  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  desire  political  changes.  These  remarks  are  esf^ecially  to 
be  ai)plied  to  the  American  elements  of  the  Hawaiian  Government. 
I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  GREaa. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg. 

0^0. 12.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  31,  1855. 

Sir  :  The  policy  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  future  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  is  presented  in  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to 
you.  That  policy  is  not  to  accelerate  or  urge  on  any  important  change 
in  the  government  of  that  country,  but  if  it  has  or  should  become  so 
far  enfeebled  that  it  can  not  be  continued,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
islands  must  be  transferred  to  another  power,  then  a  state  of  things 
will  exist  in  which  it  will  be  proper  for  the  United  States  to  have  a  re- 
gard to  the  future  condition  of  that  country. 

If  the  Hawaiian  Government  and  people  become  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  such  a  change,  it  is  probable  that  they  will,  if  left  to  their 
free  choice,  look  to  the  United  States  as  the  country  to  which  they 
would  wish  to  be  united.  To  a  proper  arrangement  of  this  kind  this 
Government  certainly  has  no  objection. 

My  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  Ai)ril  last  has  reference  to  such  a  contin- 
gency which  it  was  then  supposed  was  about  to  happen.  In  case  a 
transfer  of  the  islands  was  proffered  to  the  United  States,  you  were 
directed  to  enter  into  negotiations  as  to  the  terms  of  it  and  conclude  a 
treaty  on  that  subject.  The  outlines  of  such  a  treaty  were  contained 
in  that  dispatch, 
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Yoa  have  apprised  the  Department  that  as  soon  as  negotiations 
were  opened  you  perceived  that  stipulations  different  from  those  in- 
dicated in  your  instructions  were  insisted  on,  and  you  very  i)roperly 
notified  the  Hawaiian  authorities  that  you  could  only  entertain  them 
as  matters  to  be  referred  to  your  Government  for  its  approval  or 
rejection. 

Tlie  draft  of  a  treaty  you  have  forwarded  to  the  Department  has  been 
considered  by  the  President,  and  he  directs  me  to  say  that  he  can  not 
ap})rove  of  some  of  the  articles.  If  ratified  in  its  present  shape  at  Hon- 
oUdu  and  sent  hither,  he  would  not  probably  submit  it  to  the  Senate. 
There  are  in  his  mind  strong  objections  to  the  immediate  incorporation 
of  tlie  islands  in  their  i)reseut  condition  into  the  Union  as  an  independ- 
ent State.  It  was  expected  that  the  Hawaiian  Government  would  be 
willing  to  offer  the  islands  to  the  United  States  as  a  territory,  and  to 
leave  the  question  in  relation  to  their  becoming  a  State  to  the  determina- 
tion of  this  Government,  unembarrassed  by  stipulations  on  that  point. 
The  interests  of  both  parties  would  seem  to  indicate  this  as  the  wisest 
course.  A  treaty  which  would  embarrass  the  United  States  in  their 
action  on  this  question  would  therefore  be  objectionable. 

Tliere  are  other  objections  to  the  draft  which  you  have  sent  to  the 
Department,  though  less  formidable  than  that  which  the  second  article 
presents.  The  amount  to  be  paid  as  annuities,  etc.,  according  to  the 
draft,  is  mucli  larger  than  was  contemplated. 

I  think  it  would  be  proper  that  you  should  inform  the  Hawaiian  Gov- 
ernment til  at  the  United  States  would  not  be  liliely  to  approve  of  a 
treaty  differing  in  important  ])articulars  from  the  terms  contained  in 
the  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  April. 

This  Government  will  receive  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  with  all  proper  provisions  relative  to  the  existing 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  thereof,  such  as  are  usual  and  ap- 
propriate to  territorial  sovereignty.  It  will  be  the  object  of  the  United 
States,  if  clothed  with  the  sovereignty  of  that  country,  to  promote  its 
growth  and  i)rosi)erity.  This  consideration  alone  ought  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient assurance  to  the  people  that  their  rights  and  interests  will  be 
duly  respected  and  cherished  by  this  Government. 

In  presenting  objections  to  the  draft  of  the  treaty  which  you  have 
sent  to  this  Department,  the  President  desires  me  to  assure  you  that 
he  takes  no  exce])tion  whatever  to  your  course  in  this  difficult  and  em- 
barr  issing  negotiation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  highly  approved. 
Your  efforts  have  been  properly  directed  and  your  ability  is  appre- 
ciated and  commended.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  concur  in  and  commu- 
nicate the  President's  approbation  of  your  conduct. 
I  am,  etc., 

W.  L.  Marcy. 


52d  Congress,  )  SENATE.  ( Ex.Doo. 

2d  Session.      ]  \     ^o-  ^7. 


IB  TEE  SENATE  OE  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


MESSAGE 

FROM   THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


Copies  of  correspondence  bettveen  the  Oovernments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 


February  9,  1893. — The  injunction  of  secrecy  removed  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  witli 
accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  2d  ultimo. 

Franklin  Pierce. 

Washington,  March  3, 1854, 


The  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2d  instant  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to 
that  body,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  '' copies  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  including  copies  of 
all  communications  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Fox,  the 
British  minister,  during  the  years  1843  and  1844,  in  regard  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  islands,  and  especially  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
Mr.  Upshur  oi  the  25th  of  June,  1843,  and  of  Mr.  Upshur  to  Mr.  Fox 
of  the  5th  of  July,  1843,  also  a  copy  of  any  protest  or  other  communi- 
cation from  the  King  <jf  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  this  Government  in 
regard  to  the  seizure  of  those  islands  by  Lord  George  Paulet,  com- 
mander of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Carysfortj  and  of  any  replj^ 
of  this  Government  thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
the  papers  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  list. 

Kespcctfully  submitted, 

"VY.  L.  Marcy. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  15, 185d, 
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List  of  accompanying  jyapera. 

Mr.  Ererett  to  Mr.  Webster,  July  1,  1842,  extract. 

King  Kamehameba  III  to  the  President,  March  10,  1843. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Everett,  March  23,  1843. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Webster,  March  28, 1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare,  June  1,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare,  June  3,  1843. 

Mr.  Legare  to  Mr.  Everett,  June  13,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare,  June  14,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Upshur,  June  25, 1843. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare,  July  1,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Upshur  to  Mr.  Fox,  July  5,  1843. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Upshur,  August  15,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Upshur,  September  28,  1843,  extract. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Nelson  (with  inclosure),  April  24,  1844. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr,  Webster, 

^0. 10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  1, 1842, 
Sir  :  *  *  *  Mr.  Brinsmade,  tlie  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Sandwich  Island.s,  lately  arrived  here.  He  is  entrusted 
with  letters  from  the  King  of  those  islands  to  the  Sovereign  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  of  purport  similar  to  that  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer  to  tlie  President.  I  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Addington,  under 
secretary  of  state,  who  appeared  to  take  an  interest  in  his  errand. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 
Daniel  Webster,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State, 


Kamehameha  III  to  the  President 

Kamehameha  III,  Native  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  His  Excel- 
lency John  Tyler,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Great  and  Good  Friend:  In  trouble  and  difficulty  we  present 
for  consideration  to  the  President  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which 
we  and  our  Government  are  placed. 

Demands  upon  us  unsustained  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations 
and  unfounded  injustice  were  for  the  first  time  presented  by  Lord 
George  Paulet,  Captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Carysfort,  then 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Honolulu,  with  a  threat  oi  coercive  measures  in 
case  of  noncompliance  within  19  hours.  Our  proposals  for  discussion 
and  negotiation,  through  our  principal  adviser,  w^ere  declined  with  rude- 
ness, and  we  were  compelled,  without  a  hearing,  to  yield  to  demands 
Avhich  we  believe  to  be  arbitrary  and  unjust  as  regards  ourselves, 
oppressive  and  illegal  as  regards  foreign  residents. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  an  acting  consul  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  against  whom  there  were  positive  objections  sus- 
ceptible of  explicit  proof,  without  the  grounds  of  our  refusal  being 
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heard  or  considered.  The  acknowledged  consul  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  had  suddenly  and  secretly  withdrawn  from  these  islands 
without  soliciting  an  interview  or  giving  us  any  sort  of  notice  of  his 
intentions  previous  to  his  departure.  After  his  departure  we  received 
notice  that  he  had  delegated  his  consular  functions  to  Alexander 
Simpson,  who  was  a  known  and  declared  enemy  of  our  Government, 
who  had  openly  insulted  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  island  and  other 
high  officers  of  our  appointment,  who  had  publicly  threatened  to  in- 
volve us  in  difficulties,  and  whose  recognition  as  consular  agent  was 
protested  against  by  two  British  subjects  who  represented  the  chief 
commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain  in  these  islands. 

Compliance  has  been  compelled  with  demands  violating  the  obliga- 
tions of  contracts  and  contravening  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts 
which  have  been  established  for  the  general  benefit  in  accordance  with 
the  statutes  of  civilized  nations,  by  comiDclling  us  to  annul  the  deci- 
sions of  juries,  after  the  cases  had  been  dismissed,  and  to  grant  new 
trials  contrary  to  law,  and  by  compelling  us  to  remove  attachments 
levied  by  one  British  resident  upon  the  property  of  another,  in  due 
course  of  law  and  under  the  usual  formalities. 

Precluded  from  negotiation  and  unable  to  repel  by  force,  we  yielded 
to  these  requisitions,  under  protest  of  embracing  the  earliest  oi)portu- 
nity  of  representing  them  more  fully  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

Compliance  having  been  thus  procured  to  the  foregoing  demands, 
others  were  successively  preferred  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  acting 
consul  (now  acknowledged)  more  unjust,  exorbitant,  and  arbitrary; 
claims  for  lieavy  indemnities  where  no  damage  was  proven  and  only 
alleged  on  frivolous  pretexts  and  demands  for  damages  in  a  case  still 
pending  under  the  previous  protest  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

We  were  called  upon  to  violate  every  principle  of  equity,  by  setting 
aside  the  decision  of  juries  in  several  cases  without  any  just  cause  be- 
ing pretended  why  new  trials  should  be  granted;  these  demands  were 
enforced  at  private  interviews  between  ourselves,  his  lordship  and  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul.  The  subject  was  only  verbally  can- 
vassed, written  negotiations  were  positively  refused,  and  even  written 
statements  and  proofs  and  copies  of  the  claims  preferred  were  denied. 
The  only  alternatives  offered  us  were,  immediate  resolve  to  violate  the 
laws  by  acts  illegal  and  oppressive,  immediate  admission  and  payment 
of  claims  to  indemnity  so  loosely  supported,  or  immediate  hostilities. 
Without  force  to  resist  hostilities,  without  resources  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment of  the  heavy  indemnities  demanded,  and  firmly  resolved  to  sup- 
I)ort  law  and  justice,  we  adopted  the  only  peaceful  [alternative  left,  to 
throw  ourselves  upon  the  generosity  of  the  British  nation  by  a  condi- 
tional cession  of  these  islands  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  To  have 
awaited  hostilities  would  have  been  to  expose  to  destruction  the  prop- 
erty and  jeopardize  the  lives  of  a  large  number  of  foreign  residents  who 
are  American  citizens — to  have  complied  with  the  demands  urged  would 
have  been  to  sanction  oppressive  and  illegal  acts  affecting  the  rights 
and  prospects  of  American  citizens  also,  and  an  open  violation  of  the 
stipulations  with  the  United  States  in  1826. 

Placed  in  difficulties  from  which  we  could  not  extricate  ourselves 
with  honor  and  justice,  compelled  to  immediate  decision  and  threatened 
with  immediate  hostilities,  we  have,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our 
chiefs,  signed  with  a  heavy  heart  and  many  tears  the  deed  of  provi- 
sional cession  and  have  permitted  the  British  flag  to  be  planted  in  all 
our  islands,  but  under  the  guns  of  a  frigate  and  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 
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lielyiiig  on  the  magnanimity  and  firmness  of  tlie  United  States,  we 
appeal  to  the  President  to  interpose  the  high  influence  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Court  of  England  to  grant  us  an  impartial  hearing 
and  procure  us  justice,  to  induce  Uer  Britannic  Majesty  to  withdraw 
from  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  and  leave  us  as  we  have  been, 
an  independeyit  government  supported  in  our  right. 

We  have  labored  to  civilize  and  improve  our  islands,  we  have 
adopted  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  Britain,  we  have  ap- 
pointed upright  and  capable  American  citizens  and  British  subjects  to 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  in  order  that  their  functions  might 
be  exercised  with  energy  and  fidelity,  we  have  adopted  all  suggestions 
which  would  tend  to  put  the  commercial  intercourse  of  American  citi- 
zens with  us  ui)on  the  best  footing.  We  have  been  gratified  with  the 
large  and  increasing  number  of  American  residents.  We  confidently 
appeal  to  the  Americans  on  these  islands  engaged  in  mercantile  and 
commercial  pursuits  to  testifiy  to  the  honesty  of  our  intentions  and  our 
capabilities  for  self-government,  and  we  acknowledge  them  to  have 
been  the  most  consistent  and  efficient  supporters  of  our  government. 

We  look  to  the  United  States  with  peculiar  feelings  of  respect  and 
gratitude.  To  the  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  that  great  people  we 
owe  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion,  of  civilization  and  laws, 
of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  the  large  and  respectable  number  of 
our  foreign  residents. 

We  ask  of  you  to  secure  and  preserve  the  great  interests  common  to 
us  and  you,  and  arrest  the  course  of  events  so  prejudicial  to  both,  and 
we  shall  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  your  aid. 

And  we  pray  the  Almighty  God  to  have  your  excellency,  our  great 
and  good  friend,  in  His  most  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  Honolulu,  Island  of  Oahu,  Hawaiian  (Sandwich)  Islands, 
this  10th  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  1843. 
By  your  good  friend, 

[l.  s.]  Kamekameha. 

Premier: 
Kekaulurki. 


Mr,  Webster  to  Mr.  Everett. 

No.  34.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1843. 

Sir  :  The  course  adopted  by  this  Government  in  regard  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  has  for  its  sole  object  the  preservation  of  the  independ- 
ence of  those  islands  and  the  maintenance  by  their  Government  of  an 
entire  impartiality  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  states.  The  United 
States  desire  to  exercise  no  undue  influence  or  control  over  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  islands,  nor  to  obtain  from  it  any  grant  of  exclusive 
privileges  whatever.  This  was  solemnly  declared  in  the  President's 
message  to  Congress;  and  it  is  declared  also  in  the  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Brown,  of  which  you  will  receive  herewith  a  copy. 

The  President  would  exceedingly  regret  that  suspicion  of  a  sinister 
purpose  of  any  kind  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  should  prevent 
England  and  France  from  adopting  the  same  pacific,  just,  and  conserv- 
ative course  towards  the  government  and  peox)le  of  this  remote  but 
interesting  group  of  islands. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Danl.  Webster. 

Edwaejd  Everett,  Esq.,  etc. 
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|Extract.l 

3l7\  Everett  to  Mr.  Webster, 
iS'o.  34.]  London,  March  28, 1843. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Lord  Aberdeen  told  me  the  other  day  tliat  he  had 
signified  to  the  French  ambassador  that  Enghmd  could  not  agree  to 
any  encroachment  on  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Count  de  Ste. 
Aulaire  replied  that  none  was  contemplated.  Lord  Aberdeen  added 
that  this  Government  would  distinctly  recognize  tlie  independence  of 
these  islands  and  presumed  France  would  do  the  same.  He  hoped  our 
missionaries  would  abstain  from  all  attempt  to  exercise  political  influ- 
ence. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 
Daniel  Webster,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  htate. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare. 

No.  40.]  London,  June  :/,  1843. 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  immediate  object  of  my  interview  Avith  Lord 
Aberdeen  was  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  a  report  contained  in  the 
papers  of  the  week  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  had 
been  ceded  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  possession  taken  by  Lord 
George  Paulet,  of  the  ship  of  war  Caryf^fort,  the  British  officer  com- 
manding in  those  seas.  This  report  will  no  doubt  have  attracted  your 
notice,  and,  following  so  closely  after  the  official  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  these  islands  by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
herself,  is  Avell  calculated  to  produce  uneasiness  and  surprise,  and  in 
this  liglit  I  spoke  of  it  to  Lord  Aberdeen.  He  said  they  were  entirely 
without  information  on  the  subject  beyond  what  the  newspapers  con- 
tained, and  had  no  other  reason  to  believe  in  the  fact  of  the  occupation. 
He  could  only  say,  at  present,  that  if  any  such  thing  had  taken  place 
it  was  entirely  without  authority  or  instructions,  as  I  could  easily  infer 
from  the  recent  official  recognition  of  the  indei)endehce  of  the  islands 
by  Great  Britain,  which  was  made  known  to  me  at  the  time. 

I  observed  to  Lord  Aberdeen  that  of  course  if  the  islands  bad  been 
thus,  without  authority,  taken  possession  of  the  act  would  be  immedi- 
ately disavowed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  said  it  might  not 
be  proper  for  him,  in  the  absence  of  all  information,  under  an  entire 
ignorance  of  what  had  been  done,  to  pledge  the  Government  to  any 
course;  but  he  was  quite  willing  to  say  that  the  intelligence  had  pro- 
duced no  change  in  the  opinions  and  feelings  which  led  him  to  advise 
the  recognition,  and  that  he  still  remained  without  the  least  wish  for 
any  addition  to  their  colonial  possessions.  He  told  me  they  had  sev- 
eral times  declin.ed  to  accept  the  sovereignty  of  different  groups  of 
islands  in  the  Pacific  which  had  been  offered  to  them.  If  the  report 
was  founded  in  truth,  he  thought  the  cession  might  have  proceeded 
from  apprehensions  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  that  the  French  were  meditating  also  the  occui)ation  of  that 
group,  and  that  aversion  to  the  French  might  have  led  them,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Eichards,  to  wish  to  place  themselves  under  British 
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protection.  I  told  Lord  Aberdeen  that  I  had  understood  from  a  private 
source  of  information  that  the  Hawaiian  commissioners  at  Washing- 
ton had  offered  to  place  the  islands  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States;  that  I  could  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  report,  but  that  if 
the  offer  were  made  it  was  certainly,  as  he  was  aware,  declined. 

In  reference  to  the  reserve  with  whicl^  he  had  spoken  of  giving  u]) 
the  islands,  if  possession,  as  reported,  had  been  taken  of  them,  Lord 
Aberdeen  said  this  reserve  was  only  in  majorem  cautelam,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  total  ignorance  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  not 
because  his  opinions  and  feelings  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure 
were  at  all  varied  by  the  rumored  fact  of  the  occupation.  On  my  re- 
marking that  in  one  version  of  the  newspaper  report  the  cession  w^as 
said  to  have  been  accepted  by  Lord  George  Paulet  in  full  satisfaction 
for  demands  of  compensation  for  injuries  sustained  by  British  subjec^ts 
from  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  he  said  he  was  rot  ac- 
quainted with  any  such  demands,  and  should  be  doubly  unwilling  to 
sanction  a  cession  made  on  that  basis.  Upon  the  whole,  when  I  reilecl 
how  distinctly  and  how  recently  this  Government  is  i^ledged  to  the 
United  States,  to  France,  and  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  themselves  to 
recognize  their  independence,  I  can  not  doubt  that  the  act  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Carysfort  will  be  readily  disavowed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 
H.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Everett  to  Mr,  LegarS, 

No.  41.]  London,  June  3, 1843. 

Sir:  At  a  late  hour  last  evening  I  received  a  note  fiom  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  requesting  an  interview  at  noon  this  day,  at  which  he  informed 
me  that  since  he  saw  me  last  he  had  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Doyle, 
the  British  charge  d'aff'aires  at  Mexico,  dated  2'4:th  April,  trans- 
mitting a  printed  and  evidently  anthentic  i)aper,  in  which  the*  par- 
ticulars of  the  "provisional  cession"  of  the  Saiulwich  Islands  to 
Great  Britain  are  set  forth.  Lord  Aberdeen  aUowed  me  to  read 
Mr.  Doyle's  dispatch  and  the  printed  paper,  and  also  read  to  me  the  dis- 
patch which  he  had  himself  prex)ared  to  Mr.  Fox  on  the  subject  and 
the  i)apers  accompanying  it.  As  these  documents  will  be  communi- 
cated to  you,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  left  for  me  to  say, 
Lord  Aberdeen's  oral  communication  being  but  a  repetition  and  am- 
plification of  the  contents  of  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fox  and  his  letter  of 
last  October  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  He  said 
the  account  in  the  printed  paper  was  a  confused  and  not  very  intelligi- 
ble affair,  and  his  only  reason  for  any  reserve  in  expressing  himself  on 
the  subject  arose  from  the  fac*  that  Lord  George  Paulet  was  one  of  the 
most  discreet  and  judicious  oflicers  of  their  navy  and  could  not,  he 
thought,  have  acted  without  better  grounds  than  might  be  inferred 
from  the  printed  accounts. 

It  will  perhaps  be  in  my  i)ower  by  the  next  steamer  to  give  you 
further  infornuition  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectiuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 

H.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State, 
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[Extract.] 

Mr,  Legare  to  Mr.  Everett 

N"o.  4G.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  13,  1843. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  It  is  ^Yell  known  that  our  settled  policj^  is  tlie  strict- 
est nonintervention  in  what  does  not  immediately  concern  us,  that  we 
accept  Governments  de  facto  as  Governments  cle  jure,  and  that  above 
all  we  have  no  wish  to  plant  or  to  acquire  colonies  abroad.  Yet  there 
is  something  so  entirely  peculiar  in  the  relations  between  this  little 
commonwealth  and  ourselves  that  we  might  even  feel  justified,  con- 
sistently with  our  own  jmuciples,  in  interfering  by  force  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe.  These 
relations  spring  out  of  the  local  situation,  the  history  and  the  charac- 
ter and  institutions  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  as  well  as  out  of  the  dec- 
larations formerly  made  by  this  Government  during  the  coarse  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular 
attention. 

If  the  attempts  now  making  by  ourselves,  as  well  as  by  other  Christian 
powers,  to  open  the  markets  of  China  to  a  more  general  commerce  be 
successful,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  great  part  of  that  commerce 
will  find  its  way  over  the  isthmus.  In  that  event  it  will  be  impossible 
to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  Hawaiian  group  as  a  stage  in  the  long- 
voyage  between  Asia  and  America.  But,  without  anticipating  events, 
which,  however,  seem  inevitable  and,  even  approaching  the  actual 
demands  of  an  immense  navigation,  make  the  free  use  of  those  road- 
steads and  ports  indispensable  to  us,  I  need  not  remind  you,  who  are 
in  so  peculiar  manner  related  to  that  most  important  interest,  commer- 
cial and  political,  that  our  great  nursery  of  seamen,  the  whale  fishery, 
has  for  years  past  made  this  cluster  of  islands  its  rendezvous  and  resting- 
place.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  even  the  undisputed  possession  of 
the  Oregon  territory  and  the  use  of  the  Columbia  Eiver  or  indeed 
anything  short  of  the  acquisition  of  California  (if  that  were  possible) 
would  be  sufficient  indemnity  to  us  for  the  loss  of  these  harbors. 

Independently,  however,  of  these  paramount  considerations,  it  is 
impossible  that  any  enlightened  American  acquainted  with  what  his 
countrymen  have  done  to  make  this  people  worthy  of  their  mission, 
which  ought  to  be  hospitality  to  the  flags  of  all  nations  navigating  that 
ocean,  can  regard  without  lively  sympathy  their  present  unfortunate 
situation.  All  accounts  seem  to  concur  in  representing  this  tribe, 
especially  its  chiefs,  as  having  been  within  the  last  twenty-five  years 
raised  from  a  brutally  savage  state  to  a  condition  which  may  be  fairly 
called  civilized.  This  is  the  work  of  Christianity,  and  it  seems  to  me 
a  touching  instance  of  the  beneficent  influence  of  the  common  religion 
of  all  the  great  powers  that  it  had  thus  prepared  an  asylum  for  them 
all  amidst  the  dangers  of  that  vast  ocean,  and  consecrated  it  by  its 
own  peaceful  spirit  to  a  perpetual  neutrality.  It  was  with  this  view 
that  we  heartily  concurred,  so  far  as  our  good  offices  went,  in  promot- 
ing tlie  objects  of  the  mission  sent  to  us  last  winter,  one  of  the  results 
of  which  was  the  message  of  the  President  already  referied  to. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  use  your  best  endeavors  to  X)revent 
the  consummation  of  any  purpose  of  conquest  that  England  may  i)os- 
sibly  have  conceived.  France  is  interested  in  c()0])erating  with  us  to 
the  same  end.  Unfortunately  there  are  embarrassments  in  the  way  of 
her  doing  so— at  least,  of  her  doing  so  with  all  the  ett'ect  that  would 
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otherwise  attend  the  intervention  of  so  conspicuous  a  power  in  favor 
of  so  great  an  interest  of  the  w^hole  Christian  world.  Still  lier  minis- 
ters may  be  moved  to  do  something-.  You  may  at  least,  if  occasion 
serve,  sound  their  ambassador  in  London.  Eussia  has  also  a  special 
interest  in  it  if  she  looks  with  any  solicitude  to  her  settlements  on  the 
northwest  coast.  Might  you  not  enlist  her  Government  in  the  same 
cause! 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  better  opinion  seems  to  be  that  what 
Lord  George  Paulet  has  done  will  be  disavowed. 

#  #  #  #  #  #  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  sir, 
Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

n.  S.  Legare. 
Edward  Everett,  Esq.,  etc. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  LegarS, 

]S"o.  43.]  London,  June  14,  1843. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  June  19.  In  the  Times  of  the  loth  there  was  an  ed- 
itorial article  of  considerable  significance  on  the  recent  provisional  ces- 
sion of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  British  crown.  It  wore  the  appear- 
ance at  the  time  of  being  semiofficial,  and  from  its  having  remained 
for  two  or  three  days  uncontradicted  in  any  quarter  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  at  least  founded  on  good  information.  Should  this 
be  the  case  it  may  be  considered  as  certain  that  the  Government  here 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  disavow  the  cession  and  to  adhere  to  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  islands. 

*  *  '    *  *  #  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 
H.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Upshur. 

Washington,  June  J25,  1843. 

Sir:  Fer  Majesty's  Government,  previously  to  the  departure  from 
England  of  the  last  steam  packet,  had  aheady  received  information, 
though  not  officially,  of  the  provisional  occupation  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  officer  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Carysfort. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  state  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  the  occupation 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  was  an  act  entirely  unauthorized  by  Her  Maj- 
esty's Government;  and  that  with  the  least  practicable  delay  due 
inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  proceedings  which  led  to  it. 

The  British  Government  had  already  announced  to  certain  Commis- 
sioners, who  arrived  in  Great  Britain  in  March  last,  on  the  part  of  the 
King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  that  Her  Majesty  had  determined  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  those  islands  under  their  present  chief. 
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To  that  determination  Her  Majesty's  Government  intend  to  adhere. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  it  is  right  that  it  sliouhl  be  understood 
that  the  British  Government  equally  intend  to  engage,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  compel  tlie  chief  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  redress  whatever 
acts  of  injustice  may  have  been  committed  against  British  subjects  by 
that  chief  or  by  liis' ministers  or  agents,  either  arbitrarily  or  under  the 
feilse  color  of  lawful  proceedings. 

Instructions  which,  during  the  past  year  were  addressed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  British  consul  residing  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  to  the  naval  officers  employed  on  the  Paciticj  station,  en- 
joined those  ofticei^s  to  treat  upon  all  occasions  the  native  rulers  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  with  forbearance  and  courtesy;  and,  while  affording 
due  and  efficient  protection  to  aggrieved  British  subjects,  to  avoid  in- 
terfering harshly  or  unnecessarily  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
native  government. 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  British  Government,  in  regulating  the 
intercourse  of  its  public;  servants  with  the  native  authorities  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  rather  to  strengthen  those  authorities  and  to  give 
them  a  sense  of  their  own  independence  by  leaving  the  administration 
of  justice  in  their  own  hands,  than  to  make  them  feel  their  dependence 
upon  foreign  powers  by  the  exercise  of  unnecessary  interference.  It  has 
not  been  the  purpose  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  seek  to  establish 
a  paramount  influence  in  those  islands  for  Great  Britain  at  the  expense 
of  that  enjoyed  by  other  powers.  All  that  has  appeared  requisite  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  that  other  powers  should  not  ex- 
ercise there  a  greater  influence  tlian  that  possessed  by  Great  Britain. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration, 

H.  S.  Fox. 

Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  etc. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Leg  are. 
Ko.  44.]  London,  July  1,  1843. 

Sir:  *  *  *  With  respect  to  the  occupation  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  conduct  of  Lord  George  Paulet, 
in  coercing  their  provisional  cession  to  this  Government,  has  been 
formally  disavowed.  I  am  to  see  Lord  Aberdeen  this  afternoon,  and 
hope  to  ascertain  positively  whether  this  is  the  case.  If  I  find  that 
the  cession  is  not  and  is  not  likely  to  be  disavowed,  I  shall  address  a 
pointed  remonstrance  to  this  Government  against  the  occupation  and 
spare  no  pains  to  enlist  in  the  same  course  the  representatives  of  the 
other  maritime  powers.  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Charlestown  (Massachusetts), 
arrived  here  yesterday,  with  authority  from  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  as  a  joint  commissioner  witli  Mr.  Ei(diards.  He  is  the  bearer 
of  dispatches  from  the  Government  of  the  islands  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  He  has  been  preceded  by  Mr.  Simpson,  the  deputy  consul 
left  in  the  islands  by  the  late  British  consul,  Mr.  Charlton.  *  *  * 
Mr.  Simpson  came  to  London  a  few  days  since  as  bearer  of  Lord  George 
Paulet's  dispatches  to  the  admiralty. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett 
H.  S.  Legare,  esq., 

Secretary  of  State, 


10        CORRESPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

3£r,  Upshur  to  Mr,  Fox. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  5,  1843, 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to,  ad- 
dress to  me  on  the  25th  ultimo,  explanatory  of  the  views  ot  the  British 
Government  respecting  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  stating,  by  direction 
of  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  for  the  in- 
formation of  this  Government,  that  the  recent  occupation  of  those 
islands  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain  by  the  officer  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Carysport,  was  an  act  entirely  unauthorized  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  with  the  least  practicable  delay  due 
inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  proceedings  which  led  to  it. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  submitting  your  letter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  express 
to  you  the  satisfaction  which  this  prompt  disavowal  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  of  the  act  in  question  has  afforded  him. 

The  (Jnited  States  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  condition  of  those 
islands  so  important  from  their  geographical  position  to  American  cit- 
izens engaged  in  the  fisher' es  and  other  lawful  pursuits  in  the  ]N"orth 
Pacific  Ocf^an ;  and  hence  the  President  awaited  witli  lively  concern 
the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  adopt  with  resiject 
to  the  occurrences  referred  to.  He  entertained  a  confident  expecta- 
tion, strengthened  by  his  knowledge  of  the  reception  which  had  been 
given  in  England  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  of  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  determined 
to  recognize  the  independence  of  those  islands,  that  no  undue  advan- 
tage would  be  taken  by  Great  Britain  of  their  peculiar  political  condi- 
tion, and  he  sees  with  a  corresponding  gratification  that  this  expecta- 
tion is  now  realized. 

Seeking  to  establish  no  undue  advantages  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
for  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  exi)ense  of  other  powers,  the 
President  receives  with  much  pleasure  the  assurance  contained  in  Mr. 
Fox's  note,  that  none  such  are  songht  for  Great  Britain.  He  can  not 
doubt  that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  those 
islands  will  be  found  altogether  compatible  with  every  just  claim  of 
Great  Britain,  while  it  will  best  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  islands 
themselves,  and  of  all  nations  having  intercourse  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration  and  respect, 


Henry  S.  Fox,  esq.,  etc. 


A.  P.  Upshur. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Upshur, 

No.  50.]  London,  August  15,  1843, 

Sir  :  *  *  *  I  then  took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  aff'airs  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  The  Commissioners  of  the  King  of  those  islands 
are  here,  Messrs.  Haalileo,  Eichards,  and  Marshall,  and  have  presented 
a  written  statement  of  considerable  length  (as  tliey  infi)rm  me)  to 
Lord  Aberdeen,  containing  the  requisite  exi)lanations  of  the  matters 
all«\ij:ed  against  them  by  way  of  complaint,  by  the  late  British  consul 
and  others.  Lord  Aberdeen  told  me  there  was  a  good  denl  worthy  of 
consideration  in  their  statements,  and  that  he  did  not  apprehend  much 
difficulty  in  coming  to  a  satisfactory  settlement. 
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With  respect  to  the  acknowledgnieut  of  the  independence  of  the 
islands,  the  following  seems  to  be  the  precise  state  of  the  case:  The 
English  Government,  following  our  example,  acquainted  Messrs.  Haali- 
leo  andKichardsin  April  last  that  they  were  prepared  to  acknowledge 
their  independence.  Meantime  Lord  George  Paulet,  acting  without 
instructions,  had  taken  provisional  possession  of  the  islands,  by  a  treaty 
extorted  from  the  weakness  of  the  native  government.  Great  Britain 
feels  herself  pledged  to  adhere  to  the  recogiiitionof  their  independence 
and  has  invited  France  to  follow  her  example.  France  has  agreed  to 
do  so  as  soon  as  Grent  Britain  witlidraws  her  occupation. 

Great  Britain  before  giving  up  the  occupation,  means  to  do  two 
things;  one,  to  obtain  satisfaction  to  the  matters  of  complaint  above 
alluded  to,  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  will  not  be  attended  with  diffi- 
culty: the  other  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  France,  which  will 
prevent  that  power,  at  some  subsequent  i)eriod,  from  taking  possession 
of  those  islands,  as  they  have  lately  done  of  the  Marquesas. 

In  fact,  the  series  of  events  which,  however  menacing  for  the  moment, 
bids  fair  to  result  in  the  establishment  of  the  indepe.idence  of  the 
islands  on  a  firm  basis  is  one  of  the  most  fortunate,  on  the  whole, 
which  could  be  imagined,  and  I  can  not  but  regard  the  reciognition  of 
the  United  States  as  having  determined  the  character  of  all  the  suc- 
ceeding occurrences.  As  soon  as  1  received  last  winter  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Department  on  the  subject,  I  lost  no  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing it  to  the  consideration  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  the  occupation  of 
the  Marquesas  by  the  French  no  doubt  united  with  our  recognition  in 
hastening  the  decision  of  this  Government.  There  is  now  reason  to 
think  that  the  occupation  of  the  islands  by  Lord  George  Paulet  was 
a  fortunate  event,  inasmuch  as  it  i^revented  them  from  being  taken 
possession  of  by  a  French  squadron,  which  (it  is  said)  was  on  its  way 
for  that  purpose.  Had  France  got  possession  of  the  islands  she  would 
certainly  have  retained  them.  Had  intelligence  been  received  here  of 
Lord  George  Paulet's  occupation  of  them  before  her  promise  was 
given  to  recognize  them,  England,  I  think,  would  not  have  given  them 
up.  As  it  is,  an  understanding  between  the  great  European  powers, 
amounting  in  effect,  if  not  in  form,  to  a  guaranty  of  their  independence, 
is. likely  to  take  place.  This  is  the  only  state  of  things  with  which 
the  United  States  could  be  content.  As  it  will  be  brought  about 
without  involving  us  in  any  compacts  with  other  powers,  and  as  I  have 
already  said,  mainly,  as  it  seems  to  me,  under  the  imi)ulse  of  our 
example,  it  will  I  think,  be  regarded  by  the  President  as  an  eminently 
satisfactory  result. 

**#  **#*#*# 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 

A.  P.  Upshur,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  UpsJiur. 

^0.  5G.]  London,  Sepfemher  28, 1843. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  had  a  conversation  last  evening  of  a  satisfactory 
character  with  Mr.  Tvichaids,  the  commissioner  of  the  Government  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands.     He  has  nearly  brought  his  business  with  this 
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Government  to  a  close,  and  in  a  manner  with  which  he  a])])ears  to  be 
content.  You  are  aware  that  various  claims  on  the  Government  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  on  the  i)art  of  British  subjects,  and  ijrincipally  Mr. 
Charlton,  the  late  consul,  had  long  been  pending,  and  that  it  was 
I>rofessed]y  to  enlbrce  satisfaction  for  these  claims  that  possession  was 
taken  of  the  ivslands  by  Lord  George  Paulet.  I  fear  that  mosr  of  the 
cJaims  were  such  as  are  too  apt  to  be  set  up  by  the  strong  against  the 
weak.  Ilie  Government  at  home  (as  I  intimated  in  a  former  dispatch 
the  opinion  they  would  do),  though  disclaiming  the  act  of  Lord  George 
Paulet  as  without  instructions,  determined  to  retain  possession  of  the 
Islands  tdl  satisfaction  was  given  in  refereace  to  the  claims,  and  some 
kind  of  an  assurance  procured  from  France  that  she  would  respect  the 
independence  of  the  islands. 

A  question  arose  how  the  claims  were  to  be  adjudicated.  I  advised 
Mr.  Eichards  to  offer  to  submit  them  to  the  decision  of  Lord  Aberdeen 
himself.  I  thought  this  course  would  preclude  delay,  which  there  was 
some  reason  to  fear  might  be  desired  here,  and  which  would  be  very 
dangerous  in  tlie  extremely  anomalous  condition  of  things.  I  doubted 
if  the  claims  <?ould  be  got  before  any  tribunal  independent  of  the  influ- 
ence of  this  Govi^.rnment;  and  I  felt  conlident  that  more  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  liberality  of  Lord  Abevd(;en,  when  thus  aj^pealed  to, 
than  if  the  British  Government  were  made  to  assume  the  position  of 
an  opposing  party.  Mr.  Kichards  fully  concurred  in  this  view,  and  the 
result  on  the  whole  seems  to  have  justified  it.  On  five  out  of  seven 
I)oints  the  decision  is  wholly  in  favor  of  the  Government  of  the  islands; 
on  the  sixth  substantially  so;  on  the  seventh  much  is  left  dependent  on 
the  discernment  and  good  faith  of  Gen.  Miller,  the  new  consul-gen- 
eral; but  Mr.  Richards  considers  this  point  to  be  also  settled  in  their 
favor;  and  he  has  promptly  accepted  the  whole  decision.  He  informs 
me  that  he  has  been  uniformly  treated  at  the  foreign  office  with  cour- 
tesy and  resi)ect. 

He  has  conferred  freely  with  Mr.  Addington,  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State,  on  the  delicate  point  of  restoring  possession  of  the  islands  to  the 
native  Government,  and  has  been  promised  that  it  shall  be  done  as 
soon  as  a  satisfactory  assurance  is  given  by  France;  and  he  thinks — 
justly  in  my  opinion — that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  islands  that 
Great  Britian  should  retain  her  possession  till  this  assurance  is  given. 
There  in  no  fear  that  it  will  be  long  withheld. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Avith  great  resi)ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 

A.  P.  Upshur,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  N^ehon. 

1^0. 114.]  London,  April  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  the  course  of  the  i)ast  year  I  had  frequent  occasion  to  make 
mention  of  the  affairs  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  of  the  agency  of 
Messrs.  Richards  and  Haalileo,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States 
and  Europe  as  the  representatives  of  the  native  Government.  I  have 
now  the  satisfaction  to  communicate  authentic  information  of  the  con- 
clusion of  a  convention  between  the  governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  by  which  the  independence  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  is 
recognized,  and  the  two  i)()wers  stipulate  that  they  will  not  take  pos- 
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session  of  them  either  directly  or  under  the  name  of  a  protectorate. 
Messrs.  liiehards  and  Haalileo  have  promised  to  give  me  acoi)y  of  this 
convention,  Avhich  I  hope  they  will  do  in  season  to  be  transmitted  with 
this  dispatch,  but  as  it  has  not  been  published  by  either  Government 
and  is  of  course  communicated  unofficially  to  me,  I  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  receiving  it  for  the  present  in  conMeuce. 

In  their  negotiations  with  this  Government  relative  to  the  demands 
and  complaints  of  British  subjects  against  the  native  Government,  Avhich 
led  to  the  provisional  occu])ation  of  the  islands  by  Lord  George  Paulet, 
and  with  tlie  Frencli  Government  in  reference  to  the  modification  of 
the  treaty  imposed  by  France  on  the  islanders,  of  which  treaty  France 
exacts  tlie  benefits  for  herself  while  she  refuses  to  grant  them  to  the 
other  party,  Messrs.  Richards  and  Haalileo  have  been  partially  success- 
ful. But  i  fear  that  in  botli  cases  the  measure  of  justice  done  by  these 
powerful  governments  to  this  defenceless  and  feeble  state  is  such,  and 
such  only,  as  the  strong  are  too  ai)t  to  render  to  the  weak. 

The  step  taken  by  the  French  Government  in  disavowing  the  act  of 
Admiral  Dupetit-Thouars,  who  had,  without  instructions,  converted 
the  protectorate  established  at  Tiiiti  into  an  assertion  of  absolute  sov- 
ereignty, contiuues  to  be  vehemently  assailed  by  the  opi)osition  in 
France.  A  large  mass  of  papers  on  this  subject  was  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a  few  days  since  by  Mr.  Guizot,  and 
will  be  found  inthe  "Journal  des  Debats"  of  the  20th  instant.  I  do 
not  find  that  they  place  the  conduct  of  the  French  admiral  in  a  new 
light. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 

JonN  Kelson,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  ad  interim. 


Declaration. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
His  Majesty  the  Kin^  of  the  French,  taking  into  consideration  the  existence  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands  of  a  government  capable  of  providing  for  the  regularity  of  its 
relations  with  foreign  nations,  have  thouglit  it  right  to  engage,  reciprocally,  to 
consider  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  independent  state  and  never  to  take  posses- 
sion either  directly  or  under  the  title  of  protectorate,  or  under  any  other  form,  of 
any  part  of  the  territory  of  which  they  are  composed. 

The  undersigned,  Hey  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs  and  the  ambassador  extraordinary  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  at 
the  court  of  London,  being  furnished  with  the  necessary  powers,  hereby  declare  in 
consequence  that  their  said  majesties  take  reciprocally  that  engagement. 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersigned  has'e  signed  the  present  declaration  and  have 
affixed  thereto  the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  in  duplicate  at  London  the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

184:3. 

Aberdeen.  [l.  s.] 

St.  Aulaike.        [l.  s.j 


52d  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doc. 

2d  Session,      j  (    No.  76. 


m  THE  SEISTATE  OF  THE  imiTED  STATES. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  treaty  of  annexation  concluded  on  the  14th  day  of  February ^  1893, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Frovisional  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands, 


February  15, 1893. — Read ;  treaty  read  the  first  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and,  together  with  the  message  and  accompanying  papers, 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  confidence  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

February  17, 1893.— Injunction  of  secrecy  removed  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate : 

I  transmit  herewith,  with  a  view  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  an- 
nexation concluded  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  1893,  between  Hon. 
John  W.  Foster,  Secretary  of  State,  who  was  duly  empowered  to  act 
in  that  behalf  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Lorrin  A.  Thurs- 
ton, W.  E.  Castle,  W.  0.  Wilder,  C.  L.  Carter,  and  Joseph  Marsden, 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands. 

The  treaty,  it  will  be  observed,  does  not  attempt  to  deal  in  detail  with 
the  questions  that  grow  out  of  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to 
the  United  States.  The  commissioners  representing  the  Hawaiian 
Government  have  consented  to  leave  to  the  future  and  to  the  just  and 
benevolent  purposes  of  the  United  States  the  adjustment  of  all  such 
questions. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss  at  any  length  the  conditions 
which  have  resulted  in  this  decisive  action. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  administration  not  only  to  respect,  but 
to  encourage  the  continuance  of  an  independent  government  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  so  long  as  it  afforded  suitable  guarantees  for  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  and  maintained  a  stability  and  strength 
that  gave  adequate  security  against  the  domination  of  any  other  power. 
The  moral  support  of  this  Government  has  continually  manifested  itself 
in  the  most  friendly  diplomatic  relations,  and  in  many  acts  of  courtesy 
to  the  Hawaiian  rulers. 

The  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  was  not  in  any  way  promoted  by  this 
Government,  but  had  its  origin  in  what  seems  to  have  been  a  reaction- 
ary and  revolutionary  policy  on  tlie  part  of  Queen  Liliuokalani,  which 
put  in  serious  peril  not  only  the  large  and  preponderating  interests  of 
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the  United  States  in  tlie  islands,  but  all  foreign  interests,  and  indeed 
the  decent  administration  of  civil  affairs  and  the  peace  of  the  islands. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  monarchy  had  become  effete  and  the 
Queen's  government  so  weak  and  inadequate  as  to  be  the  prey  of  de- 
signing and  unscrupulous  persons.  The  restoration  of  Queen  Liliuok- 
alani  to  her  throne  is  undesirable,  if  not  impossible,  and  unless  actively 
supported  by  the  United  States  would  be  accompanied  by  serious  dis- 
aster and  the  disorganization  of  all  business  interests.  The  influence 
and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  islands  must  be  increased  and 
not  diminished. 

Only  two  courses  are  now  open;  one  the  establishment  of  a  pro- 
tectorate by  the  United  States,  and  the  other,  annexation  full  and  com- 
plete. I  think  the  latter  course,  w  hich  has  been  adopted  in  the  treaty, 
will  be  highly  promotive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Hawaiian  people, 
and  is  the  only  one  that  will  adequately  secure  the  interests  of  the 
United  States.  These  interests  are  not  wholly  selfish.  It  is  essential 
that  none  of  the  other  great  powers  shall  secure  these  islands.  Such 
a  possession  would  not  consist  with  oui*  safety  and  with  the  peace  of 
the  world. 

This  view  of  the  situation  is  so  apparent  and  conclusive  that  no  pro- 
test has  been  heard  from  any  government  against  proceedings  looking 
to  annexation.  Every  foreign  representative  at  Honolulu  i)romptly 
acknowledged  the  provisional  government,  and  I  think  there  is  a  gen- 
eral concurrence  in  the  opinion  that  the  deposed  queen  ought  not  to  be 
restored.     Prompt  action  upon  this  treaty  is  very  desirable. 

If  it  meets  the  approval  of  the  Senate  peace  and  good  order  will  be 
secured  in  the  islands  under  existing  laws  until  such  time  as  Congress 
can  provide  by  legislation  a  permanent  form  of  government  for  the 
islands.  This  legislation  should  be,  and  I  do  not  doubt  will  be,  not 
only  just  to  the  natives  and  all  other  residents  and  citizens  of  the 
islands,  but  shoukl  be  characterized  by  great  liberality  and  a  high 
regard  to  the  rights  of  all  the  people  and  of  all.  foreigners  domiciled 
there. 

The  correspondence  which  accompanies  the  treaty  will  put  the  Senate 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts  known  to  the  Executive. 

Benj.  Haekison. 

Executive  Mansion, 

February  15,  1893, 


The  President  : 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
President,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate thereto,  should  such  a  course  be  in  the  judgment  of  the  President 
for  the  public  interest,  a  treaty,  signed  at  Washington  on  the  14th  day 
of  February,  instant,  by  the  undersigned  and  the  accredited  commis- 
sioners of  the  existing  provisional  government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
in  representation  of  their  respective  Governments,  for  the  full  and  ab- 
solute cession  of  the  said  islands  and  all  their  dependencies  to  the 
United  States  forever,  with  provision  for  the  temporary  government  of 
those  islands,  under  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United  States,  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  enact. 

With  this  treaty  the  undersigned  submits  to  the  President  copies  of 
the  corresiDondence  recently  exchanged,  showing  the  course  of  events 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands-as  resi)ects  the  overthrow  of  the  late  monarch- 
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ical  form  of  government,  tlie  creation  of  a  provisional  government  thereof 
in  the  name  of  the  Hawaiian  people,  the  recognition  of  the  same  by 
the  representatives  there  of  the  United  States  and  of  all  other  powers, 
the  dispatch  of  a  commission  to  this  capital  to  negotiate  for  a  union  of 
the  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  outcome  of  those  negotiations  in  the  treaty 
herewith  submitted. 

The  change  of  government  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  thus  chronicled, 
was  entirely  unexpected  so  far  as  this  Government  was  concerned.  It 
is  true  that  for  some  months  past  the  Hawaiian  press  and  the  advices 
received  from  the  diplomatic  and  consular  representatives  at  Honolulu 
indicated  political  uncertainty,  party  intrigues,  and  legislative  opposi- 
tion, but  not  more  so  than  at  many  times  in  the  past  history  of  the 
islands,  and  certainly  not  suggestive  of  an  overthrow  of  the  monarchy 
through  popular  resistance  to  the  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  late 
sovereign.  At  no  time  liad  Mr.  Stevens  been  instructed  with  regard  to 
his  course  in  the  event  of  a  revolutionary  uprising.  The  well-estab- 
lished policy  of  this  Government,  maintained  on  many  occasions  from 
its  earliest  establishment,  to  hold  relations  with  any  de  facto  govern- 
ment in  possession  of  the  effective  power  of  the  State  and  having  the 
acquiescence  of  the  governed,  being  ample  to  meet  unforeseen  contin- 
gencies, no  instructions  in  this  specific  sense  were  indeed  necessary; 
and  the  minister,  without  explicit  instructions,  was  expected  and  con- 
strained to  use  his  best  judgment,  in  accordance  with  fundamental 
precedent,  as  the  emergency  should  arise. 

The  change  was  in  fact  abrupt  and  unlooked-for  by  the  United  States 
minister  or  the  naval  commander.  At  a  moment  of  apparent  tranquillity, 
when  the  political  excitement  and  controversy  of  the  immediately  pre- 
ceding three  months  had  been  to  all  appearances  definitely  allayed,  and 
when,  as  appears  from  dispatches  from  the  minister  and  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Boston,  a  settlement  of  differences  seemed  to 
have  been  reached.  Minister  Stevens  quitted  the  capital  for  a  brief 
excursion  of  ten  days  to  a  neighboring  island,  on  the  Boston,  the  only 
naval  vessel  of  the  United  States  at  the  islands.  On  returning  to  Hon- 
olulu on  January  14  the  crisis  was  found  to  be  in  full  vigor  and  to 
have  already  reached  proportions  which  made  inevitable  either  the 
success  of  Queen  Liliuokalani's  attempt  to  subvert  the  constitution  by 
force  or  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  of  January,  the  capital  was  wholly  controlled 
by  the  royal  troops,  including  a  large  additional  force  of  over  500 
armed  men  not  authorized  by  Hawaiian  law.  On  the  same  day  the  first 
call  to  arms  in  opposition  to  the  Queen  was  issued,  and  the  citi- 
zens' committee  of  safety  was  developed.  During  the  14th,  15th, 
and  most  of  the  16th,  the  two  parties  confronted  each  other  in  angry 
hostility,  with  every  indication  of  an  armed  conflict  at  any  moment.  It 
was  not  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  16th,  after  request 
for  protection  had  been  made  by  many  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  Honolulu,  that  a  force  of  marines  was  lauded  from  the 
Boston,  by  direction  of  the  minister,  and  in  conformity  with  the  standing 
instructions  which  for  many  years  have  authorized  the  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  to  cooperate  with  the  minister  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens  in  case  of  imminent  disorder. 
The  marines,  when  landed,  took  no  part  whatever  toward  influencing 
the  course  of  events.  Their  presence  was  wholly  precautionary,  and 
only  such  disposition  was  made  of  them  as  was  calculated  to  subserve 
the  particular  end  in  view.    They  were  distributed  that  night  between 
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the  legation  and  the  consulate,  where  they  occupied  inner  courts  and 
a  private  hall  rented  for  their  accommodation.  Beyond  a  sentry  at  the 
door  of  each  post,  and  the  occasional  appearance  of  an  officer  passing 
from  one  post  to  another,  no  demonstration  whatever  was  made  by  the 
landed  forces,  nor  was  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  visible  upon 
the  streets.  They  thus  remained,  isolated  and  inconspicuous,  until  after 
the  success  of  the  Provisional  Government  and  the  organization  of  an 
adequate  protective  force  thereunder. 

At  the  time  the  Provisional  Government  took  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment buildings,  no  troops  or  officers  of  the  United  States  were 
present  or  took  any  part  whatever  in  the  proceedings.  No  public 
recognition  was  accorded  to  the  Provisional  Government  by  the  TJnited 
States  minister  until  after  the  Queen's  abdication  and  when  they  were 
in  effective  possession  of  the  Government  buildings,  the  archives,  the 
treasury,  the  barracks,  the  police  station,  and  all  the  potential  ma- 
chinery of  the  Government. 

Then,  and  not  until  then,  when  the  Provisional  Government  had  ob- 
tained full  de  facto  control,  was  the  new  order  of  things  recognized  by 
the  United  States  minister,  whose  formal  letter  of  recognition  was 
promi)tly  followed  by  like  action  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of 
all  foreign  governments  resident  on  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  indication  at  any  time  prior  to  such  formal  recog- 
nition in  full  accord  with  the  long-established  rule  and  invariable  pre- 
cedents of  this  Government,  did  the  United  States  minister  take  any 
part  in  promoting  the  change,  either  by  intimidating  the  Queen  or  by 
giving  assurance  of  support  to  the  organizers  of  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  change  is  clearly  seen  to  have  been  the 
unconstitutional  and  intemperate  acts  of  the  Queen  herself,  in  attempt- 
ing to  coerce  her  responsible  ministers  and  to  annul  the  existing  con- 
stitution and  replace  it  arbitrarily  by  another  of  her  own  choice. 

The  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  is,  by  all  usual 
and  proper  tests,  in  the  sole  and  supreme  possession  of  power  and  in 
control  of  all  the  resources  of  the  Hawaiian  nation,  not  only  through 
the  Queen's  formal  submission,  but  through  its  possession  of  all  the 
armed  forces,  arms  and  ammunitions,  public  offices,  and  administra- 
tion of  law,  unopposed  by  any  adherents  of  the  late  Government. 

On  the  first  instant,  subsequently  to  the  departure  of  the  Hawaiian 
special  commissioners,  the  United  States  minister  at  Honolulu,  at  the 
request  of  the  Provisional  Government,  placed  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  to  insure  the  security 
of  life  and  property  during  the  pending  negotiations  at  Washington 
and  without  interfering  with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  by 
the  said  Government.  An  instruction  has  been  sent  to  the  minister, 
commending  his  action  in  so  far  as  it  lay  within  the  purview  of  stand- 
ing instructions  to  the  legation  and  to  the  naval  commanders  of  the 
United  States  in  Hawaiian  waters,  and  tended  to  cooperate  with  the 
administration  of  affairs  by  the  Provisional  Government,  but  disavow- 
ing any  steps  in  excess  of  such  instructions  whereby  the  authority  and 
power  of  the  United  States  might  appear  to  have  been  asserted  to  the 
impairment  of  the  independent  sovereignty  of  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment by  the  assumption  of  a  formal  protectorate. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  five  commissioners  named  by  the 
Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  reached  Washington 
on  the  3d  instant,  bearing  authentic  letters  from  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment accrediting  them  to  the  President,  and  conferring  upon  them  full 
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powers  to  negotiate  for  the  union  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the 
XJniled  States. 

On  the  4th  instant  the  commissioners  were  accorded  an  interview 
with  the  undersigned,  at  the  request  of  the  regularly  accredited 
Hawaiian  minister,  Mr.  J.  Mott  Smith,  and  submitted  their  credentials, 
accompanied  by  a  statement  of  events  leading  up  to  and  connected 
with  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  and  the  establishment  of  the  Pro- 
visional Government.  At  a  second  conference  on  the  same  day  the 
commissioners  submitted  to  the  undersigned  the  proposition  of  the 
Provisional  Government,  containing  the  terms  upon  which  that  Gov- 
ernment desired  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United 
States.  A  copy  of  this  proposition  is  inclosed.  Frequent  conferences 
have  since  been  held  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  all  questions 
connected  with  the  subject  have  been  carefully  examined  and  dis- 
cussed, until  a  concurrence  of  views  on  the  part  of  the  negotiating 
parties  was  reached  on  the  14th  instant. 

In  drafting  and  agreeing  upon  the  treaty  now  transmitted,  the  under- 
signed has  sought,  under  your  direction,  to  effect  thereby  the  annexation 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States  with  as  few  conditions  as 
possible  and  with  a  full  reservation  to  Congress  of  its  legislative  pre- 
rogatives. An  examination  of  the  provisions  of  this  treaty  will  show 
that  to  Congress  is  reserved  the  determination  of  all  questions  affecting 
the  form  of  government  of  the  annexed  territory,  the  citizenship  and 
elective  franchise  of  its  inhabitants,  the  manner  and  terms  under  which 
the  revenue  and  navigation  laws  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  extended 
thereto,  and  all  other  questions  relating  to  the  economic  and  political 
status  of  the  islands.  As  there  is  no  provision  in  the  existing  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  whereby  the  Executive  power  can  provide  an  organ- 
ized form  of  government  for  new  territory  annexed  to  the  Union,  or 
extend  over  it  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
executed,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  continue  the  existing  government 
and  laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  until  Congress  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to  legislate  on  the  subject;  but  a  provision  has  been  inserted 
in  the  treaty  for  the  exercise  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  of 
a  veto  power  upon  the  acts  of  that  government  during  the  interregnum. 
The  temporary  maintenance  of  the  existing  political  institutions  of  the 
islands  seems  the  more  appropriate  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Hawai- 
ian constitution,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  herewith,  and  the  Hawai- 
ian laws  are  based  upon  principles  similar  to  those  contained  in  our  own 
organic  law  and  the  principles  of  the  common  law. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  according  to  a  recognized  principle  of  interna- 
tional law,  the  obligations  of  treaties,  even  when  some  of  their  stipu- 
lations are  in  terms  perpetual,  expire  in  case  either  of  the  contracting 
I)arties  loses  its  existence  as  an  independent  state.  The  foreign  treaties 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  therefore  terminate,  upon  annexation,  with 
the  competence  of  the  government  thereof  to  hold  diplomatic  relations. 
An  examination  of  these  treaties  shows,  however,  that  they  contain  no 
stipulations  which  would  embarrass  either  the  Hawaiian  Islands  or  the 
United  States  by  their  termination. 

Accompanying  the  treaty  are  tables  giving  full  details  as  to  the  area 
of  the  territory  annexed,  the  public  debt,  the  public  lands,  the  annual 
allowances  to  and  revenue  of  the  late  royal  household,  and  statistics  as 
to  the  population,  revenues,  commerce,  and  other  economic  matters  re- 
lating to  the  islands. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  pending  the  negotiations  lead- 
ing up  to  the  treaty  herewith  submitted  the  undersigned  has  received 
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such  assurances  from  the  representatives  of  the  leading  powers  of  the 
world  and  from  our  own  ministers  abroad  as  leads  to  the  conviction 
that  the  incorporation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  into  our  Union  will  he 
regarded  by  these  powers  with  satisfaction  or  ready  acquiescence. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

John  W.  Foster. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  15,  1893, 


1  The  United  States  of  America  and  the  Provisional  Government 

2  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  view  of  the  natural  dependence  of 

3  those  Islands  upon  the  United  States,  of  their  geographical  prox- 

4  imity  thereto,  of  the  intimate  part  taken  by  citizens  of  the  United 

5  States  in  there  implanting  the  seeds  of  Christian  civilization,  of  the 

6  long  continuance  of  their  exclusive  reciprocal  commercial  relations 

7  whereby  their  mutual  interests  have  been  developed,  and  the  pre- 

8  ponderant  and  paramount   share  thus   acquired  by  the  United 

9  States  and  their  citizens  in  the  productions,  industries  and  trade 

10  of  the  said  Islands,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  desire  expressed 

11  by  the  said  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  that  those  Islands 

12  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  United  States  as  an  integral  part 

13  thereof  and  under  their  sovereignty,  in  order  to  provide  for  and 

14  assure  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the  said  Islands,  the  High 

15  Contracting  Parties  have  determined  to  accomplish  by  treaty  an 

16  object  so  important  to  their  mutual  and  permanent  welfare. 

17  To  this  end,  the  High  Contracting  Parties  have  conferred  full 

18  power  and  authority  upon  their  respectively  appointed  Plenipoten- 

19  tiaries,  to  wit  : 

20  The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  John  W.  Foster, 

21  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States;  and 

22  The  President  of  the  Executive  and  Advisory  Councils  of  the 

23  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Lorrin  A.  Tliurs- 

24  ton,  William  E.  Castle,  William  C.  Wilder,  Charles  L.  Carter,  and 

25  Joseph  Marsden; 

26  And  the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  communicated  to 

27  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form, 

28  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded  the  following  articles; 

1  Article  I. 

2  The  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  hereby  cedes,  from  the 

3  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty,  absolutely 
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4  and  without  reserve  to  the  United  States  forever  all  rights  of  sov. 

5  ereigiity  of  whatsover  kind  in  and  over  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 

6  their  dependencies,  renouncing  in  favor  of  the  United  States  every 

7  sovereign  right  of  which  as  an  independent  nation  it  is  now  pos- 

8  sessedj  and  hencefortli  said  Hawaiian  Islands  and  every  island 

9  and  key  thereunto  appertaining  and  each  and  every  portion  thereot 

10  shall  become  and  be  an  integral  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United 

11  States. 

1  Article  II. 

2  The  Government  of  the  H  awaiian  Islands  also  cedes  and  transfers 

3  to  the  United  States  the  absolute  fee  and  ownership  of  all  public, 

4  government  or  crown  lands,  public  buildings  or  edifices,  ports, 

5  harbors,  fortifications,  military  or  naval  equipments  and  all  other 

6  public  property  of  every  kind  and   description  belonging  to  the 

7  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  together  with  every  right 

8  and  appurtenance  thereunto  appertaining.    The  existing  laws  of 

9  the  United  States  relative  to  public  lands  shall  not  apply  to  such 

10  lands  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  but  the  Congress  of  the  United 

11  States  shall  enact  special  laws  for  their  management  and  disposi- 

12  tion:  Provided,  that  all  revenue  from  or  proceeds  of  the  same,  ex- 

13  cept  as  regards  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  used  or  occupied  for 

14  the  civil,  military  or  naval  purposes  of  the  United  States  or  may 

15  be  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  local  Government,  shall  be  used  solely 

16  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for 

17  educational  and  other  public  purposes. 

1  Article  III. 

2  Until  Congress  shall  otherwise  provide,  the  existing  Govern- 

3  ment  and  laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  hereby  continued,  sub- 

4  ject  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the  United  States.    The  Presi- 

5  dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 

6  lioint  a  Commissioner  to  reside  in  said  Islands  who  shall  have  the 

7  power  to  veto  any  act  of  said  Government,  and  an  act  disapproved 

8  by  him  shall  thereupon  be  void  and  of  no  effect  unless  approved 

9  by  the  President. 

10  Congress  shall,  within  one  year  from  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 

11  fications  of  this  Treaty,  enact  the  necessary  legislation  to  extend 

12  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  the  laws  of  the  United  States  respecting 

13  duties  upon  imports,  the  internal  revenue,  commerce  and  naviga- 


8  ANNEXATION    TREATY    WITH    THE    HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

14  tion ;  but  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  provide,  the  existing  com- 

15  mercial  relations  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  both  with  the  United 

16  States  and  foreign  countries  shall  continue  as  regards  the  commerce 

17  of  said  Islands  with  the  rest  of  the  United  States  and  with  foreign 

18  countries,  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  as  giving  to  said  Islands 

19  the  power  to  enter  into  any  new  stipulation  or  agreement  whatso- 

20  ever  or  to  have  diplomatic  intercourse  with  any  foreign  Govern- 

21  ment.    The  Consular  representatives  of  foreign  powers  now  resi- 

22  dent  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  shaU  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the 

23  exercise  of  their  consular  functions,  until  they  can  receive  their 

24  exequaturs  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

1  '  Article  IY. 

2  The  further  immigration  of  Chinese  laborers  into  the  Hawaiian 

3  Islands  is  hereby  prohibited  until  Congress  shaU  otherwise  pro- 

4  vide.    Furthermore,  Chinese  persons  of  the  classes  now  or  here- 

5  after  excluded  by  law  from  entering  the  United  States  will  not  be 

6  permitted  to  come  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  other  parts  of  the 

7  United  States,  and  if  so  coming  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pen- 

8  alties  as  if  entering  from  a  foreign  country. 

1  Article  Y. 

2  The  public  debt  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  lawfully  existing  at  the 

3  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty,  including 

4  the  amounts  due  to  depositors  in  the  Hawaiian  Postal  Savings 

5  Banks,   is  hereby  assumed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 

6  States;  but  the  liability  of  the  United  States  in  this  regard  shaU 

7  in  no  case  exceed  three  and  one  quarter  millions  of  dollars.    So 

8  long,  however,  as  the  existing  Government  and  the  present  com- 

9  mercial  relations  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are  continued,  as  here- 

10  in  before  provided,  said  Government  shall  continue  to  pay  the 

11  interest  on  said  debt. 

1  Article  YI. 

2  The  Government  of  the  United  States  agrees  to  pay  to  Liliuo- 

3  kalani,  the  late  Queen,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ex- 

4  change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 

5  dollars,  and  annually  thereafter  a  like  sum  of  twenty  thousand 

6  doUars  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  provided  she  in  good 
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7  faith  submits  to  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 

8  States  and  the  local  Government  of  the  Islands. 

9  And  the  Government  of  the  United  States  further  agrees  to 

10  pay  to  the  Princess  Kaiulani  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 

11  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  the  gross  sum  of  one 

12  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  provided  she  in  good  faith 

13  submits  to  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 

14  and  the  local  Government  of  the  Islands. 

1  Article  YII. 

2  The  present  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United 

3  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  on  the 

4  one  part,  and  by  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 

5  Islands  on   the  other,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  ex- 

6  changed  at  Honolulu  as  soon  as  possible.     Such  exchange  shall  be 

7  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  by  the  Commissioner  here- 

8  inbefore  provided  for,  and  it  shall  operate  as  a  complete  and  final 

9  conveyance  to  the  United  States  of  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty 

10  arid  property  herein  ceded  to  them.    Within  one  month  after  such 

11  exchange  of  ratifications  the  Provisional  Government  shall  furnish 

12  said  Commissioner  with  a  fuU  and  complete  schedule  of  all  the 

13  public  property  herein  ceded  and  transferred. 

14  In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed 

15  the  above  articles  and  have  hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

16  Done  in  duplicate  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  fourteenth  day 

17  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- three. 

18  John  W.  Foster,         [seal] 

19  LoRRiN  A.  Thurston,  [seal] 

20  William  E.  Castle,     [seal] 

21  William  C.  Wilder,   [seal] 

22  Charles  L.  Carter,    [seal] 

23  Joseph  Marsden.         [seal] 
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List  of  accompanying  documents. 

No.  1.  Mr.  Steveus  to  Mr.  Foster  (telegram),  January  18,  1893. 

No.  2.  Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  January  18,  1893. 

No.  3.  Mr.  Dole  to  Mr.  Foster,  January  18,  189S. 

No.  4.  Ex-Queen  Liliuokalani  to  the  President,  January  18,  1893. 

No.  5.  Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  January  19,  1893. 

No.  6.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Stevens  (telegram),  January  28,  1893. 

No.  7.  Mr.  Tracy  to  Mr.  Foster,  January  28,  1893. 

No.  8.  Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster  (telegram),  February  1,  1893. 

No.  9.  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  3,  1893. 

No.  10.  Mr.  Tracy  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  3,  1893. 

No.  11.  The  Hawaiian  special  commissioners  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  3,  1893. 

No.  12.  Credential  letters  of  the  Hawaiian  special  commissioners,  exhibited  Feb. 
ruary  4,  1893. 

No.  13.  Commissions  of  the  Hawaiian  special  commissioners,  exhibited  February 
4,  1893. 

No.  14.  The  Hawaiian  special  commissioners  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  4,  1893. 

No.  15.  The  Hawaiian  special  commissioners  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  11,  1893. 

No.  16.  Mr.  Carter  to  Mr.  Foster.  February  11,  1893. 

No.  17.  Mr.  Tracy  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  11,  1893. 

No.  18.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Stevens,  February  11,  1893. 

No.  19.  Mr.  Steveus  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  1,  received  February  14,  1893. 

No.  20.  Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  February  1,  received  February  14,  1893. 

No.  21.  Constitution  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

No.  22.  Statistical  tabulated  statements  pertaining  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

A.  Population  in  1878,  1884,  and  1890;  voters  in  1890. 

B.  Property,  real  and  personal. 

C.  Schools :  Number,  attendance,  and  nationality  of  teachers. 

D.  Public  debt,  as  of  March  31, 1892. 

E.  Sugar  plantations,  value,  area,  ownership,  wages. 

F.  Taxation,   internal,  proceeds  of,  and  per    capita  in  1882,  1884,  1886,  1888. 
1890,  and  1891. 

G.  Revenues  and  expenditures,  biennial  periods  from  1878-'80  to  1890-92. 

H.  Receipts,  expenditures,  cash  balances,  and  public  debt  in  1880,  1882,  1884, 

1886,  1888,  and  1892. 
I.  Imports,  detailed  statement  of,  from  1883  to  1892;  values. 
J.  Exports,  detailed  statement  of,  from  1882  to  1891;  quantities  and  values. 
K.  Imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  from  1884  to  1891. 

L.  Imports  and  exports,  and  customs  receipts,  annual  value  of,  from  1882  to  1891. 
M.  Navigation,  nationality  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  with  the 

Hawaiian  Islands  from  1882  to  1891. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

[Telegi-am.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  H.  J.,  January  18,  1893, 
Via  San  Francisco,  January  28.  (Received  January  28.) 
Events  in  Hawaii  in  the  past  few  days  have  moved  rapidly.  An  en- 
tire overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  and  the  establishment  of  a 
Provisional  Grovernment  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
islands  without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  life.  The  new  government  is 
in  full  possession  of  the  islands  and  was  prom^^tly  recognized  by  all 
the  diplomatic  representatives.  The  four  men  of  whom  it  is  composed 
are  of  high  character,  one  of  whom  resigned  his  position  as  one  of  the 
supreme  judges  to  assume  the  place.  Full  dispatches  by  the  mail 
leaving  Honolulu  to-day  by  special  steamer. 

Stevens, 
United  States  Minister, 


ANNEXATION    TREATY    WITH    THE    HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS.  11 

No.  2. 

Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster. 

No.  79.]  CTnited  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  January  18, 1893.     (Received  February  3.) 

Sir  :  In  my  73  of  November  8  I  gave  fall  information  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  Queen  to  the  wishes  of  the  legislature  by  the  formation 
of  a  ministry  composed  of  men  of  intelligence  and  wealth  possessing 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  business  men  and  the  more  responsible  (citi- 
zens of  the  country.  But  this  surrender  of  the  Queen  and  of  those 
surrounding  her  was  only  seeming.  As  soon  as  the  principal  appro- 
priations had  been  voted  and  the  legislative  work  was  nearly  concluded, 
several  of  the  best  members  having  already  left  for  their  homes,  a  re- 
markable conspiracy  was  revealed. 

The  undersigned,  for  the  first  time  since  he  has  been  at  the  head  of 
this  legation,  January  4  took  passage  for  Hilo  and  the  volcano  on  the 
U.  S.  S.  Boston  for  the  benefit  of  the  health  of  himself  and  of  his 
daughter,  it  being  also  desirable  tliat  the  town  of  the  second  impor- 
tance in  the  islands  should  have  this  attention  at  the  time  the  Boston 
was  making  a  visit  to  Hawaii,  the  chief  island  in  the  group.  Beyond 
all  doubt,  immediately  after  the  Boston  and  myself  had  left  Honolulu 
the  unscrupulous  adventurers  around  the  Queen  improved  the  opi)or- 
tunity  to  push  through  the  legislature  an  astounding  lottery  franchise 
with  the  obvious  intent  to  sell  it  out  to  the  Louisiana  lottery  men. 
This  was  worked  by  some  of  the  same  parties  supposed  to  be  of  the 
powerful  opium  ring  whose  four  points  of  operation  are  Vancouver, 
San  Francisco,  Honolulu,  and  Hongkong.  They  distributed  the  lot- 
tery stock  among  the  native  members  of  the  legislature  in  large  figures. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  opposition  of  all  the  best  people  of  the 
islands,  including  whites  and  natives,  and  the  emphatic  opposition  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce,  the  Queen  and  her  palace  favorite  gave  their 
warmest  support  to  the  lottery  bill  and  signed  it  at  once.  She  was  to 
be  immediately  compensated  by  being  allowed  to  proclaim  a  new  con- 
stitution, restoring  to  the  Crown  the  old  despotic  prerogatives  in  direct 
violation  of  the  existing  constitution,  which  provides  for  the  only  mode 
of  change,  which  is  by  the  action  of  successive  legislatures. 

Returning  on  the  Boston  from  our  Hilo  trip  on  the  14th  instant,  we 
found  the  legislature  was  to  be  prorogued  at  12  a.m.,  one-half  hour 
after  my  arrival  at  the  legation.  The  prorogation  completed,  members 
of  the  legislature,  diplomatic  corps,  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  other  officials  went  to  the  palace  by  invitation.  In  the  meantime 
it  began  to  be  known  in  public  circles  the  Queen's  intention  to  proclaim 
the  revolutionary  constitution.  This  resulted  in  raising  an  excitement 
which  alarmed  her  confidants  and  caused  some  of  them  to  draw  back. 
This  consumed  time,  so  that  she  could  not  secure  the  signatures  of  her 
new  cabinet  as  she  had  expected.  In  the  meantime  the  diplomatic 
corps  grew  weary  and  left  the  palace,  realizing  that  the  invitation  to 
be  present  was  a  trick. 

As  I  had  just  returned,  weary  from  my  voyage,  I  had  not  received 
the  invitation,  the  chamberlain  knowing  I  was  absent  when  he  invited 
the  English,  Portuguese,  French,  and  Japanese  diplomatic  representa- 
tives the  day  before.  In  the  short  meanwhile  I  had  suspicioned  the 
trick.  Finally,  the  Queen  appeared  in  the  throne  room,  before  the 
supreme  judges  and  other  officials,  in  an  extreme  passion  of  anger,  and 
avowed  her  purpose  to  postpone  her  revolutionary  constitution  for  a 
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brief  period,  and  then  went  upon  the  balcony  and  spoke  witb  great 
passion  in  the  same  strain  to  those  around  the  palace,  principally  her 
retainers  and  xhe  royal  guard,  her  determination  to  proclaim  her  con- 
stitution at  another  time.  What  I  have  described  as  to  the  lottery 
legislation,  the  forcing  out  of  the  responsible  cabinet  of  November  8 
and  appointing  the  lottery  cabinet,  two  of  whom  had  been  voted  out  of 
the  ministry  during  the  legislative  session  by  a  two-thirds  vote  for  the 
best  of  reasons.  It  was  the  lottery  bribe  and  the  autocratic  design  of 
the  Queen  that  quickly  precipitated  events. 

A  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called  to  meet  on  Monday,  the 
16th,  at  2  p.  m.,  which  assembled  in  the  largest  hall  in  the  city.  Short 
as  was  the  notice,  over  1,300  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Hono- 
lulu and  from  other  islands,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  city,  were 
in  attendance.  This  meeting  included  merchants,  bankers,  profes- 
sional men,  the  principal  business  men,  and  the  mechanics,  the  chief 
German  and  some  ot  the  leading  English  merchants  and  other  nation- 
alities, as  well  as  American  residents.  It  is  said  such  an  assemblage 
was  never  before  equaled  in  Honolulu.  Intelligent  American  visitors 
here  say  that  such  a  public  meeting  would  do  credit  to  a  meeting  of  a 
similar  class  of  citizens  in  our  best  American  cities. 

The  assemblage  was  a  unit  in  feeling  and  purpose.  The  speeches  and 
resolutions  are  on  the  printed  slips  I  herewith  inclose.  This  remark- 
able uprising  of  the  best  citizens,  including  nearly  all  of  the  chief  prop- 
erty holders,  the  Tahitian  marshal  and  palace  favorite  did  not  dare  at- 
tempt to  suppress.  A  committee  of  public  safety  was  at  once  created 
to  meet  the  emergency  and  to  prevent  anarchy  and  riot.  It  was 
fortunate  that  the  Boston  was  in  the  harbor.  The  committee  on  public 
safety  called  on  me  for  aid.  I  promptly  addressed  to  the  commander 
of  the  Boston,  Capt.  G.  S.  Wiltse,  the  following  note : 

United  States  Legation, 
Honolulu,  January  16,  1893. 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  existing  critical  circumstances  in  Honolulu,  including  an  in- 
adequate legal  force,  I  request  you  to  land  marines  and  sailors  from  the  ship  under 
your  command  for  the  protection  of  the  United  States  legation  and  United  States 
consulate,  and  to  secure  the  safety  of  American  life  and  property. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

John  L.  Stevens, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  P  lenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 

Capt.  G.  C.  Wiltse, 

Commander  U.  S.  S.  Boston,. 

A  copy  of  the  call  of  the  committee  of  public  safety  for  aid  is  in- 
closed. 

Promptly  the  men  from  the  Boston  were  landed.  Detachments  were 
placed  around  the  legation  and  the  consulate,  the  principal  members 
having  marched  to  a  central  hall  for  shelter  and  headquarters;  the 
night  being  at  hand,  the  public  anxiety  being  especially  strong  as  to 
what  might  be  done  by  irresponsible  persons  in  the  night,  the  landing 
of  the  men  of  the  Boston  so  promptly  gave  immediate  relief  to  the  public 
anxiety. 

As  soon  as  practicable  a  Provisional  Government  was  constituted, 
composed  of  four  highly  respectable  men,  with  Judge  Dole  at  the  head, 
he  haying  resigned  his  place  on  the  supreme  bench  to  assume  this  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  born  in  Honolulu,  of  American  parentage,  edu- 
cated here  and  in  the  United  States,  and  is  of  the  highest  reputation 
among  all  citizens,  both  natives  and  whites.  P,  0.  Jones  is  a  native  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  wealthy,  possessing  property  interests  in  the  islands, 
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and  a  resident  here  for  many  years.  The  other  two  members  are  of 
the  highest  respectability.  The  committee  of  public  safety  forthwith 
took  possession  of  the  Government  buildings,  archives,  and  treasury, 
and  installed  the  Provisional  Government  at  the  heads  of  the  respective 
depaitments.  This  being  an  accomplished  fact,  I  promptly  recognized 
the  Provisional  Government  as  the  de  facto  Government  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands.  The  English  minister,  the  Portuguese  charge  d'affaires, 
the  French  and  the  Japanese  commissioners  promptly  did  the  same; 
these,  with  myself,  being  the  only  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  re- 
siding here. 

All  is  quiet  here  now.  Without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  life  this 
change  of  government  has  been  accomplished.  Language  can  hardly 
express  the  enthusiasm  and  the  profound  feeling  of  relief  at  this  peace- 
ful and  salutary  change  of  government.  The  underlying  cause  of  this 
profound  feeling  among  the  citizens  is  the  hope  that  the  United  States 
Government  will  allow  these  islands  to  pass  to  American  control  and 
become  American  soil.  A  commission  of  citizens,  duly  accredited,  will 
go  by  the  steamer  that  takes  this  dispatch  to  Washington,  to  state  the 
wishes  of  the  Provisional  Government  and  of  the  responsible  people  of 
the  islands,  and  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the  existing  state  of 
things  here. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  add,  that  the  presence  of  the  Boston  here 
has  been  of  the  highest  importance,  and  the  behavior  of  officers  and 
men  has  been  admirable.  Capt.  Wiltse  has  exercised  prudence  and 
great  firmness,  while  he  and  the  undersigned  have  recognized  only 
accomplished  facts  and  have  not  allowed  the  use  of  the  United  States 
force  for  any  but  the  most  coi^ervative  reasons 
I  am,  sir, 

John  L.  Stevens. 

Written  copy  by  future  mail. 

S. 


[iDclosure  1  in  No.  79.] 


PROCLAMATION. 


In  its  earlier  history  Hawaii  possessed  a  constitutional  government  honestly  and 
economically  administered  in  the  public  interest. 

The  Crown  called  to  its  assistance  as  advisers  able,  honest,  and  conservative  men, 
whose  integrity  was  unquestioned  even  by  their  political  opponents. 

The  stability  of  the  Government  was  assured,  armed  resistance  and  revolution  un- 
thought  of,  popular  rights  were  respected,  and  the  privileges  of  the  subject  from 
time  to  time  increased  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  sovereign  diminished  by  the  vol- 
untary acts  of  the  successive  Kings. 

With  very  few  exceptions  this  state  of  affairs  continued  until  the  expiration  of 
the  first  few  years  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  Kalakaua.  At  this  time  a  change 
was  discernible  in  the  spirit  animating  the  Chief  Executiveand  in  the  influences  sur- 
rounding the  throne.  A  steadily  increasing  disposition  was  manifested  on  the  part 
of  the  King  to  extend  the  royal  prerogatives;  to  favor  adventurers  and  persons  of 
no  character  or  standing  in  tlie  community;  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  people  by  steadily  increasing  corruption  of  electors,  and  by  means  of 
the  power  and  influence  of  officeholders  and  other  corrupt  means  to  illegitimately 
influence  the  elections,  resulting  in  the  final  absolute  control  of  not  only  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative,  but  to  a  certain  extent  the  judicial  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  absolutism. 

This  finally  resulted  in  the  revulsion  of  feeling  and  popular  uprising  of  1887, 
which  vrrested  from  the  King  a  large  portion  of  his  ill-gotten  powers. 

The  leaders  of  this  movement  were  not  seeking  personal  aggrandizement,  political 
power,  or  the  suppression  of  the  native  Government.  If  this  had  been  their  object 
it  could  easily  have  been  accomplished,  for  they  had  the  absolute  control  of  the 
situation. 
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Their  object  was  to  secure  responsible  Government  througli  a  representative  cabi- 
net, supported  by  and  responsible  to  the  people's  elected  reprevsentatives.  A  clause 
to  this  effect  was  inserted  in  the  constitution,  and  subsequently  enacted  by  law  by 
the  lesjislature,  specifically  covering  the  ground  that  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
state  the  (sovereign  was  to  act  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  cabinet,  and  only  by 
and  with  such  advice. 

The  King  willingly  agreed  to  such  proposition,  expressed  regret  for  the  past,  and 
volunteered  promises  for  the  future. 

Almost  from  the  date  of  such  agreement  and  promises  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  history  of  the  Government  has  been  a  continual  struggle  between  the  King  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  cabinet  and  legislature  on  the  other,  the  former  constantly 
endeavoring  by  every  available  form  of  influence  and  evasion  to  ignore  his  promises 
and  agreements  and  regain  his  lost  powers. 

This  couflict  upon  several  occasions  came  to  a  crisis,  followed  each  time  by  submis- 
sion on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  by  renewed  expressions  of  regret  and  promises  to 
abide  by  the  constitutional  and  legal  restrictions  in  the  future.  In  each  instance 
such  promise  was  kept  until  a  further  opportunity  presented  itself,  when  the  conflict 
was  renewed  in  defiance  and  regardless  of  all  previous  pledges. 

Upon  the  accession  of  Her  Majesty  Liliuokalani,  for  a  brief  period  the  hope  pre- 
vailed that  new  policy  would  be  adopted.  This  hope  was  soon  blasted  by  her  imme- 
diately entering  into  conflict  with  the  existing  cabinet,  who  held  ofiSce  with  the 
approval  of  a  large  majority  of  the  legislature,  resulting  in  the  triumph  of  the 
Queen  and  the  removal  of  the  cabinet.  The  appointment  of  a  new  cabinet  sub- 
servient to  her  wishes  and  their  continuance  in  office  until  a  recent  date  gave  no 
opi)ortunity  for  further  indication  of  the  policy  which  would  be  pursued  by  Her 
Majesty  until  the  opening  of  the  legislature  in  May  of  1892. 

The  recent  history  of  that  session  has  shown  a  stubborn  determination  on  the  part 
of  Her  Majesty  to  follow  the  tactics  of  her  late  brother  and  in  all  possible  ways  to 
secure  an  extension  of  the  royal  prerogatives  and  an  abridgment  of  popular  rights. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  session  the  legislature  was  replete  with  corruption; 
bribery  and  other  illegitimate  influences  were  openly  utilized  to  secure  the  desired 
end,  resulting  in  the  final  complete  overthrow  of  all  opposition  and  the  inauguration 
of  a  cabinet  arbitrarily  selected  by  Her  Majesty  in  complete  defiance  of  constitu- 
tional principles  and  popular  representation. 

Notwithstanding  such  result  the  defeated  party  peacefully  submitted  to  the  situa- 
tion. 

Not  content  with  her  victory  Her  Majesty  proceeded  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
to  arbitrarily  arrogate  to  herself  the  right  to  promulgate  a  new  constitution,  which 
proposed,  among  other  things,  to  disfranchise  over  one-fourth  of  the  voters  and  the 
owners  of  nine-tenths  of  the  private  property  of  the  Kingdom,  to  abolish  the  elected 
upper  house  of  the  legislature  and  to  substitute  in  place  thereof  an  appointive  one, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Sovereign. 

The  detailed  history  of  this  attempt  and  the  succeeding  events  in  connection 
therewith  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  public  safety  to  the  citizens  of 
Honolulu  and  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  mass  meeting  held  on  the  16th  instant, 
the  correctness  of  which  report  and  the  propriety  of  which  resolution  is  hereby 
specifically  affirmed. 

The  constitutional  evolution  indicated  has  slowly  and  steadily,  though  reluc- 
tantly and  regretfully,  convinced  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  conservative  and 
responsible  members  of  the  community  that  independent,  constitutional,  representa- 
tive, and  responsible  government,  able  to  protect  itself  from  revolutionary  uprisings 
and  royal  aggression,  is  no  longer  possible  in  Hawaii  under  the  existing  system  of 
government. 

Five  uprisings  or  conspiracies  against  the  Government  have  occurred  within  five 
years  and  seven  months.  It  is  firmly  believed  that  the  culminating  revolutionary 
attempt  of  last  Saturday  will,  unless  radical  measures  are  taken,  wreck  our  already 
damaged  credit  abroad  and  precipitate  to  final  ruin  our  already  overstrained  finan- 
cial condition ;  aud  the  guaranties  of  protection  to  life,  liberty,  and  property  will 
steadily  decrease  aud  the  political  situation  rapidly  grow  worse. 

In  this  belief,  and  also  in  the  firm  belief  that  the  action  hereby  taken  is  and  will 
be  for  the  best  personal,  political,  and  property  interests  of  every  citizen  of  the 
land — 

We,  citizens  aud  residents  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  organized  and  acting  for  the 
public  safety  and  the  commim  good,  hereby  proclaim  as  follows: 

(1)  The  Hawaiian  monarchical  system  of  Government  is  hereby  abrogated. 

(2)  A  ])rovi8ional  government  for  the  control  and  manageraeut  of  public  affairs 
and  the  protection  of  the  public  peace  is  hereby  established,  to  exist  until  terms  of 
union  with  the  TTnited  States  of  America  have  been  negotiated  and  agreed  upon. 

(3)  Such  provisional  government  shall  consist  of  an  executive  council  of  four 
members,  who  are  hereby  declared  to  be  Sanford  B.  Dole,  James  A.  King,  Peter  C. 
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Jones,  William  O.  Smith,  who  shall  admioister  the  executive  departments  of  the 
Government,  the  first  named  acting  as  president  and  chairman  of  such  council  and 
administering  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and  the  others  severally  adminis- 
tering the  departments  of  interior,  finance,  and  attorney-general,  respectively,  in  the 
order"in  which  they  are  above  enumerated,  according  to  existing  Hawaiian  law  as 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  this  proclamation ;  and  also  of  an  advisory  council, 
which  shall  consist  of  fourteen  members,  who  are  hereby  declared  to  be  S.  M.  Da- 
mon, \j,  A.  Thurston,  J.  Emmeluth,  .).  H.  McCandlass,  F.  W.  McChesney,  W.  R. 
Castle,  W.  C.  Wilder,  A.  Brown,  .1.  F.  Morgan,  H.  Waterhouse,  E.  D.  Tenney,  F. 
Wilhelm,  W.  G.  Ashley,  C.  Bolte.  Such  advisory  council  shall  also  have  general 
legislative  authority. 

Such  executive  and  advisory  council  shall,  acting  jointly,  have  power  to  remove 
any  member  of  either  councirand  to  fill  such  or  any  other  vacancy. 

(4)  All  officers  under  the  existing  Government  are  hereby  requested  to  continue  to 
exercise  their  functions  and  ])erf()rm  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  with  the 
exception  of  the  following-named  persons:  Queen  Liliuokalani ;  Charles  B.  Wilson, 
marshal;  Samuel  Parker,  minister  of  foreign  affairs;  W.  H.  Cornwell,  minister  of 
tinance;  John  F.  Colburu,  minister  of  the  interior;  Arthur  P.  Peterson,  attorney- 
general  ;  who  are  hereby  removed  from  office. 

(5)  All  Hawaiian  laws  and  constitutional  principles  not  inconsistent  herewith 
shall  continue  in  force  until  further  order  of  the  executive  and  advisory  councils. 

Hen«y  E.  Cooper. 

Andrew  Brown. 

J.  A.  McCandi.ess. 

Theodore  F.  Lansing. 

John  Emmeluth. 

C.  Bolte. 

Ed.  Suhr. 

Henry  Waterhouse. 

W.  0.  Wilder. 

F.  W.  McChesney. 

William  O.  Smith. 


[Inclosure  2  in  Ko.  79.] 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  17, 1893. 
Sir:  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  executive  and  advisory  councils  of  the 
Provisional  Government  this  day  established  in  Hawaii,  hereby  state  to  you  that 
for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  proclamation  this  day  issued,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed  for  your  consideration,  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  has  been  abro- 
gated and  a  Provisional  Government  established  in  accordance  with  the  said  above- 
mentioned  proclamation. 

Such  Provisional  Government  has  been  proclaimed,  is  now  in  possession  of  the 
Government  departmental  buildings,  the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  and  is  in  con- 
trol of  the  city.  We  hereby  request  that  you  will,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  recognize  it  as  the  existing  de  facto  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  afford  to  it  the  moral  support  of  your  Government,  and.  if  necessary, 
the  support  of  American  troops  to  assist  in  preserving  the  public  peace. 
We  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servants, 

Sanford  B.  Dole. 

J.  A.  King. 

P.  C.  Jones. 

William  O.  Smith. 

S.  M.  Dawson. 

John  Emmeluth. 

F.  W.  McChesney. 

W.  C.  Wilder. 

J.  A.  McCandless. 

Andrew  Brown. 

Jas.  F.  Morgan. 

Henry  Waterhouse. 

E.  D.  Tenney. 

F.  J.  Wilhelm. 
W.  G.  Ashley. 
C.  Bolte. 

His  Excellency  John  L.  Stevens, 

United  States  Minister  Resident, 
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pnolosure  3  in  No.  79.] 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  17 f  1893, 

PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

[Order  Ko.  1.] 

All  persons  favorable  to  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
hereby  requested  to  forthwith  report  to  the  Government  at  the  Government  buildings 
and  to  furnish  to  the  Government  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  they  may  have  in 
their  possession  or  control  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  efficient  and  complete 
protection  of  life  and  property  and  the  public  peace  may  immediately  and  efficiently 
be  put  in  operation. 

Sanford  B.  Dole, 
J.  A.  King, 
P,  C.  Jones, 
William  O.  Smith, 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 

John  Emmeluth, 
Andrew  Brown, 

C.  BOLTE, 

James  F.  Morgan, 
Henry  Waterhousb, 
S.  M.  Damon, 
W.  G.  Ashley, 

E.  D.  Tenny, 

F.  W.  xMcChesney, 
W.  C.  Wilder, 

Advisory  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


[Inclosure  4  in  No.  79.] 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  17, 1893.    (Issued  6  p.  m.) 

provisional  government  of  the  hawahan  islands. 

[Order  No.  2.] 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  decreed  that  until  further  ordered,  the  right  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  is  hereby  suspended  and  martial  law  is  hereby  declared  to  exist 
throughout  the  island  of  Oahu. 

Sanford  B.  Dole, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
J.  A.  King, 
Minister  of  the  Interior, 
P.  C.  Jones, 

Minister  of  Finance, 
William  O.  Smith, 

A  ttorney-  General, 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


[Inclosure  5  in  No.  79.] 
[Daily  Pacific  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  17,  1893.] 

MASS  meeting — CITIZENS  DETERMINED  TO  RESIST  AGGRESSION — AN  ENTHUSIASTIC 
gathering  AT  THE  RIFLES'  ARMORY  PROTESTS  AGAINST  THE  REVOLUTIONARY 
ATTITUDE  OF  THE  QUEEN — RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  AND  THE  COMMITTEE  OF 
PUBLIC  SAFETY  AUTHORIZED  TO  TAKE  FURTHER   STEPS. 

At  2  p.  m.  yesterday  the  Honolulu  Rifles'  armory  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  enthusiastic  mass  meetings  ever  held  in  Honolulu.  It  was  called  by  the 
committee  of  public  safety  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  the  revolutionary 
aggressions  of  the  Queen.    At  1 :30  citizens  began  to  assemble,  and  before  2  o'clock 
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the  large  building  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  1,260  being  present,  by  actual 
count,  while  many  others  came  later.  Every  class  in  the  community  was  fully  rep- 
resented, mechanics,  merchants,  professional  men,  and  artisans  of  every  kind  being 
present  in  full  force.  The  meeting  was  intensely  enthusiastic,  being  animated  by  a 
common  purpose  and  feeling,  and  most  of  the  speakers  were  applauded  to  the  echo. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Wilder,  of  the  committee  of  safety,  was  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Wilder  said :  Fellow  citizens,  I  have  been  requested  to  act  as  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  Were  it  a  common  occurrence,  I  should  consider  it  an  honor,  but  to-day, 
we  are  not  here  to  do  honor  to  anybody.  I  accept  the  chairmanship  of  this  meeting 
as  a  duty.  [Applause.]  We  meet  here  to-day  as  men — not  as  any  party,  faction,  or 
creed,  but  as  men  who  are  bound  to  s(!e  good  government.  It  is  well  known  to  you 
all  what  took  place  at  the  pjilace  last  Sr.turday.  1  need  not  tell  you  the  object  of  this 
meeting,  and  no  such  meeting  has  been  held  since  1887.  There  is  the  same  reason 
now  as  then.  An  impromptu  meeeing  of  citizens  was  called  Saturday  to  take  meas- 
uros  fur  the  public  safety.  The  report  of  the  committee  will  be  read  to  you.  We  do 
not  meet  as  revolutionists,  but  as  peaceful  citizens  who  have  the  right  to  meet  and 
state  their  grievances.  [Loud  applause.]  AVe  will  maintain  our  rights  and  have 
courage  to  maintain  them.     [Universal  cheers.] 

Noble  Thurston  being  introduced  by  the  chairman  read  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety. 

"report  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

''  To  the  citizens  of  Honolulu: 

''On  the  morning  of  last  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  the  city  was  startled  by  the  in  • 
formation  that  Tier  Majesty  Queen  Liliuokalani  had  announced  her  intention  to 
arbitrarily  promulgate  a  new  constitution,  and  that  three  of  the  newly  appointed 
cabinet  ministers  liad,  or  were  about  to,  resign  in  consequence  thereof, 

"Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  the  legislature  at  noon  the  Queen,  accom- 
panied, by  her  orders,  by  the  cabinet,  retired  to  the  palace;  the  entire  military  force 
of  the  Government  was  drawn  up  in  line  in  front  of  the  building,  and  remained 
there  until  dark,  and  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  native  sympathizers  with  the  new- 
constitution  project  gatliered  in  the  throne  room  and  about  the  palace.  The  Queen 
then  retired  with  the  cabinet,  informed  them  that  she  had  a  new  constitution  ready, 
that  she  intended  to  promulgate  it  and  proposed  to  do  so  then  and  there,  and  de- 
manded that  they  countersign  her  signature. 

"She  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  their  statements  and  protests  that  the  proposed  action 
would  inevitably  cause  the  streets  of  Honolulu  to  run  red  with  blood,  and  threat- 
ened that  unless  they  complied  with  her  demand  she  would  herself  immediately  go 
out  upon  the  steps  of  the  palace  and  announce  to  the  assembled  crowd  that  the 
reason  she  did  not  give  them  the  new  constitution  was  because  the  ministers  would 
not  let  her.  Three  of  the  ministers,  fearing  mob  violence,  immediately  withdrew 
and  returned  to  the  Government  building.  They  were  immediately  summoned  back 
to  the  palace,  but  refused  to  go  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  guaranty  of  their 
personal  safety. 

"The  only  forces  under  the  control  of  the  Government  are  the  household  guards 
and  the  police.  The  former  are  nominally  und(!r  the  control  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  and  actually  under  the  control  of  their  immediate  commander,  Maj. 
Nowlein,  a  personal  adherent  of  the  Queen. 

"The  police  are  under  the  control  of  Marsha! Wilson,  the  open  and  avowed  royal 
favorite.  Although  the  marshal  is  nominally  under  the  control  of  the  attorney- 
general,  Her  Majesty  recently  announced  in  a  public  speech  that  she  would  not  allow 
hini  to  be  removed.  Although  the  marshal  now  states  that  he  is  opposed  to  the 
Queen's  proposition,  he  also  states  that  if  the  final  issue  arises  between  the  Queen 
aud  the  cabinet  and  people  he  will  support  the  Queen. 

"The  cabinet  was  absolutely  powerless  and  appealed  to  citizens  for  support. 

"Later  they  reluctantly  returned  to  the  palace,  by  request  of  the  Queen,  and  for 
nearly  two  hours  she  again  endeavored  to  force  them  to  acquiesce  in  her  desire,  and 
upon  their  final  refusal  announced  in  a- public  speech  in  the  throne  room  and  again 
from  the  upper  gallery  of  the  palace  that  she  desired  to  issue  the  constitution,  but 
was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  her  ministers  and  would  issue  it  in  a  few  days. 

"The  citizens  responded  to  the  appeal  of  the  cabinet  to  resist  the  revolutionary 
attempt  of  the  Queen,  by  gathering  at  the  office  of  William  O.  Smith. 

"  Late  in  the  afternoon  it  was  felt  that  bloodshed  and  riot  were  imminent;  that 
the  community  could  expect  no  protection  from  the  legal  authorities;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  would  undoubtedly  be  made  the  instruments  of  royal  aggression. 
An  impromptu  meeting  of  citizens  was  held,  which  was  attended  by  the  attorney- 
general,  and  which  was  addressed,  among  others,  by  the  minister  of  the  interior, 
J.  F.  Colburn,  who  stated  to  the  meeting  substantially  the  foregoing  facts. 

*'  The  meeting  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  that  the  public  welfare  required 
S.  Ex.  76 2 
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the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  public  safety  of  thirteen,  to  consider  the  situa- 
tion and  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace  and  the 
protection  of  life  and  property. 

''  Such  a  committee  was  forthwith  appointed  and  has  followed  its  instructions. 

"The  first  step  which  the  committee  consider  necessary  is  to  secure  openly,  pub- 
licly, and  peaceably,  through  the  medium  of  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens,  a  condem- 
nation of  the  proceedings  of  the  party  of  revolution  and  disorder  and  a  confirma- 
tion from  such  larger  meeting  of  the  authority  now  vested  in  the  committee. 

"For  such  purpose  the  committee  hereby  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"EESOLUTION. 

"1.  Whereas  Her  Majesty  Liliuotalani,  acting  in  conjunction  with  certain  other 
persons,  has  illegally  and  unconstitutionally  and  against  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  lawful  executive  ofiicers  of  the  Government,  attempted  to  abrogate  the  existing 
constitution  and  proclaim  a  new  one  in  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  people; 

"2.  And  whereas  such  attempt  has  been  accompanied  by  threats  of  violence  and 
bloodshed  and  a  display  of  armed  force,  and  such  attempt  and  acts  and  threats  are 
revolutionary  and  treasonable  in  character; 

"3.  And  whereas  Her  Majesty's  cabinet  have  informed  her  that  such  contemplated 
action  was  unlawful  and  would  lead  to  bloodshed  and  riot  and  have  implored  and 
demanded  of  her  to  desist  from  and  renounce  such  proposed  action; 

"4.  And  whereas  such  advice  has  been  in  vain,  and  Her  Majesty  has  in  a  public 
speech  announced  that  she  was  desirous  and  ready  to  promulgate  such  constitution, 
the  same  being  now  ready  for  such  purpose,  and  that  the  only  reason  why  it  was  not 
now  promulgated  was  because  she  had  met  with  unexpected  obstacles  and  that  a  fit- 
ting opportunity  in  the  future  must  be  awaited  for  the  consummation  of  such  object, 
which  would  be  within  a  few  days; 

"5.  And  whereas  at  a  public  meeting  of  citizens  held  in  Honolulu  on  the  14th  day 
of  January  instant  a  committee  of  thirteen  to  be  known  as  the  'committee  of  public 
safety'  was  appointed  to  consider  the  situation  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  peace  and  safety  and  the  preservation  of  life  and  property ; 

"  6.  And  whereas  such  committee  has  recommended  the  calling  of  this  mass  meet- 
ing of  citizens  to  protest  against  and  condemn  such  action  and  has  this  day  pre- 
sented a  report  to  such  meeting  denouncing  the  action  of  the  Queen  and  her  sup- 
porters as  being  unlawful,  unwarranted,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  community,  and  tending  to  excite  riot  and  cause  the 
loss  of  life  and  destruction  of  property: 

"Now,  therefore,  we,  the  citizens  of  Honolulu  of  all  nationalities  and  regardless 
of  political  party  affiliations,  do  hereby  condemn  and  denounce  the  action  of  the 
Queen  and  her  supporters ; 

"And  we  do  hereby  ratify  the  anointment  and  indorse  the  action  taken  and  re- 
port made  by  the  said  committee  of  safety ;  and  we  do  hereby  further  empower  such 
committee  to  further  consider  the  situation  and  further  devise  such  ways  and  means 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  permanent  maintenance  of  law  and  order  and  the 
protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  in  Hawaii." 

Mr.  Thurston  said:  Mr.  Chairman:  Hawaii  is  a  wonderful  country.  We  are  di- 
vided into  parties  and  nationalities  and  factions,  but  there  are  moments  when  we 
are  united  and  move  shoulder  to  shoulder,  moved  by  one  common  desire  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  Three  times  during  the  past  twelve  years  this  has  happened — in  1880, 1887 
and  to-day.  They  say  it  is  ended,  it  is  done,  there  is  nothing  to  consider.  Is  it  so? 
[Calls  of  no!  no!]  I  say,  gentlemen,  that  now  and  here  is  the  time  to  act.  [Loud 
cheers.]  The  Queen  says  she  won't  do  it  again.  [Cries  of  humbug.]  Fellow-citi- 
zens, have  you  any  memories  ?  Hasn't  she  once  before  promised — sworn  solemnly 
before  Almighty  God  to  maintain  this  constitution?  What  is  her  word  worth? 
[Calls  of  nothing!  nothing!]  It  is  an  old  saying  that  a  royal  promise  is  made  to  be 
broken.  Fellow-citizens,  remember  it.  We  have  not  sought  this  situation.  Last 
Saturday  the  sun  rose  on  a  peaceful  and  smiling  city ;  to-day  it  is  otherwise. 

Whose  fault  is  it?  Queen  Liliuokalani's.  It  is  not  her  fault  that  the  streets  have 
not  run  red  with  blood.  She  has  printed  a  proclamation  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps sent  out  by  the  same  carriers,  her  organ  prints  an  extra  with  her  speech  with 
bitterer  language  than  in  the  Advertiser.  She  wants  us  to  sleep  on  a  slumbering 
volcano  which  will  one  morning  spew  out  blood  and  destroy  us  all.  The  Constitu- 
tion gives  us  the  right  to  assemble  peacefully  and  express  our  grievances.  We  are 
here  doing  that  to-day  without  arms.  The  man  who  has  not  the  spirit  to  rise  after 
the  menaces  to  our  liberties  has  no  right  to  keep  them.  Has  the  tropic  sun  cooled 
and  thinned  our  blood,  or  have  we  flowing  in  our  veins  the  warm,  rich  blood  which 
loves  liberty  and  dies  for  it?    I  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

[Tumultuous  applause.] 


ANNEXATION   TREATY   WITH   THE    HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  19 

Mr.  H.  F.  Glade.  The  Queen  has  done  an  unlawful  thing  in  ignoring  the  consti- 
tution which  she  had  sworn  to  uphold.  We  most  decidedly  protest  against  such 
revolutionary  proceeding,  and  Ave  should  do  all  we  possibly  can  to  prevent  her  from 
repeating  actions  which  result  in  disorder  and  riot.  We  now  have  a  promise  from 
the  Queen  that  proceedings  as  we  experienced  on  Saturday  shall  not  occur  again; 
but  we  should  have  such  assurances  and  guaranties  for  this  promise  that  will  really 
satisfy  us  and  convince  us  of  the  faith  and  earnestness  of  the  promise  given,  of  which 
we  now  have  no  assurance.  What  sucli  guaranties  and  assurances  ought  to  be  I 
can  not  at  this  moment  say  or  recommend.  This  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  safety  for  their  careful  consideration.     I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Young,  in  addressing  the  meeting,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow-citizens :  In  June,  1887, 1  stood  on  this  same  platform  and 
addressed  an  audience  almost  as  large  as  the  one  now  before  me.  At  that  time  we 
had  met  to  consider  a  resolution  that  looked  toward  a  new  constitution,  which  pro- 
posed constitution  was  considered  the  most  effectual  method  of  removing  some  fla- 
grant abuses  in  governmental  affairs,  practiced  by  the  King  and  his  cabinets.  The 
constitution  was  promulgated.  To-day  we  have  met  to  consider  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty  in  attempting  to  set  aside  the  constitution  we  all  worked  so  hard  to  have 
promulgated,  in  the  lost  interests  of  the  sovereign  and  the  people  at  large,  as  well 
as  for  the  redemption  of  the  credit  of  the  Kingdom  abroad.  It  has  long  been  re- 
ported that  at  some  favorable  opportunity  the  Queen  would  spring  a  new  constitu- 
tion upon  the  people  and  place  matters  ev^en  more  in  the  hands  of  the  sovereign 
than  they  were  before  the  revolution  of  1887.  Some  did  not  believe  the  rumors,  but 
the  actions  of  the  Queen  in  the  last  few  days  have  convinced  the  most  skeptical  that 
the  rumors  were  well  founded  and  that  she  had  been  pregnant  with  this  unborn 
constitution  for  a  long  time ;  but  it  could  not  be  born  till  under  the  propitious  star. 

In  trying  to  promulgate  this  long-promised  constitution  the  Queen  has  therefore 
premeditately  committed  a  breach  of  faith  with  one  portion  of  her  subjects  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  clamors  of  a  faction  of  natives  urged  by  the  influence  of  a  mischievous 
element  of  foreigners  who  mean  no  good  to  the  Queen  or  the  people,  but  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  avenues  for  carrying  out  more  perfectly  the  smuggling  of 
opium  and  diverting  the  contents  of  the  treasury  into  their  own  pockets.  A  by- 
authority  circular  has  now  been  handed  around  setting  forth  that  the  Queen  and 
her  cabinet  had  decided  not  to  press  the  promulgation  of  a  new  constitution ;  but  can  we 
depend  on  this  promise  of  Her  Majesty?  Is  this  promise  any  more  binding  upon  her 
than  the  oath  she  took  before  Almighty  God  to  support  and  maintain  the  present 
constitution?  Has  not  the  Queen  resorted  to  very  questionable  methods  in  an  un- 
derhanded way  to  remove  what,  to  the  people,  was  one  of  the  most  acceptable  cabi- 
nets ever  commissioned  by  any  sovereign  in  this  Kingdom,  in  order  that  four  other 
ministers  might  be  appointed  that  would  carry  out  her  behest,  treasonable  or  other- 
wise, as  might  be  most  conveniently  within  their  scope? 

I  say,  have  we  any  reasonable  assurance  that  the  Queen  and  her  ministers  have 
abandoned  finally  the  new  constitution  promulgation  scheme  ?  [Roars  of  "No"  from 
the  audience.]  My  fellow  citizens,  while  the  Queen  and  her  cabinet  continue  to 
trifle  with  and  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  affairs  of  state  there  can  be  no  feeling 
of  security  for  foreign  families  residing  within  these  domains.  There  can  be  no 
business  prosperity  here  at  home,  and  our  credit  abroad  must  be  of  the  flimsiest  and 
most  uncertain  nature.  And  you,  business  men,  who  are  toiling  honestly  for  your 
bread  and  butter,  will  have  to  put  up  with  thin  bread  and  much  thinner  butter  if 
this  farcical  work  is  continued.  In  order  that  matters  may  be  set  to  rights  again, 
and  that  honest,  stable,  and  honorable  government  may  be  maintained  in  Hawaii, 
I  support  the  resolution  and  trust  that  it  will  be  passed  unanimously  by  this  meeting. 

Mr.  C.  BoLTE.  Since  the  resolution  which  was  read  here  has  been  written  things 
have  changed.  On  Saturday  the  Queen  promised  the  native  people  that  she  would 
give  them  a  new  constitution  under  all  circumstances ;  she  did  not  say  exactly  when, 
but  as  soon  as  possible.  This  morning  a  proclamation  was  issued,  in  which  she  says 
that  her  attempt  to  promulgate  a  new  constitution  last  Saturday  was  made  under 
stress  of  her  native  subjects,  but  that  she  will  not  do  it  again.  An  attempt  to  change 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land  is  a  very  serious  matter,  a  matter  that  requires  a 
good  deal  of  consideration,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  this  matter  has  been 
weighed  and  considered  for  more  than  a  day  by  the  Queen,  and  that  there  was  no 
acting  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  under  the  stress  of  her  native  subjects  about  it. 
It  was  her  well  premeditated  conclusion  that  she  would  change  the  constitution  so 
as  to  suit  herself,  on  the  day  of  prorogation  of  the  legislature.  Many  people  knew 
this  several  days  ago,  but  there  have  been  so  many  rumors  about  all  sorts  of  things 
that  not  very  much  attention  was  paid  to  it;  it  was  expected  that  she  might  change 
her  mind  before  that  day  would  come.  But  she  did  not  change  her  mind  as  soon  as 
that;  she  told  the  native  people  that  she  was  ready  to  give  them  a  new  constitution 
right  then  and  there,  but  that  she  could  not  do  it  because  her  ministers  would  not 
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let  her.  Now  she  lias  changed  her  mind ;  she  makes  a  sort  of  excuse  for  what  she 
did,  and  says  she  will  never  do  it  again. 

It  seeins  to  me  that  the  question  that  your  committee  has  to  ask  now,  and  which 
is  for  you  gentlemen  here  in  the  meeting  to  decide  is  this :  Are  you  satisfied  with  the 
assurance  given  in  to-day's  proclamation  signed  by  the  Queen  aud  tbc  four  ministers, 
and  will  you  consider  this  matter  ended,  or  do  you  desire  greater  and  stronger  guar- 
antees for  the,  safety  and  preservation  of  your  life  and  liberty  and  property  ?  I  am 
one  of  the  crazens'  committee  of  public  safety;  my  views  on  the  situation  are  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolutions  which  have  just  been  read,  and  I  trust  you  will  show  that 
you  are  of  the  same  mind  as  the  committee  by  adopting  these  resolutions. 

Hon.  H.  P.  Baldwin.  I  feel,  with  the  rest  of  you,  that  the  actions  of  the  Queen 
have  put  the  country  in  a  very  critical  situation.  Before  this  revolutionary  act  of 
Her  Majesty  we  were  getting  along.  A  ministry  had  been  appointed  which  would 
probably  have  been  able  to  pull  us  through.  The  McKinley  bill  had  put  the  whole 
country  into  a  critical  situation.  We  were  working  up  new  industries.  Mr.  Dil- 
lingham was  trying  to  build  a  railroad  around  this  island.  Tlie  Queen  seems  to 
have  blinded  herself  to  all  these  things.  She  has  followed  a  whim  of  her  own — a 
whim  of  an  irresponsible  body  of  Hawaiians — and  tried  to  estal)lish  a  new  consti- 
tution. We  must  stop  this ;  but  we  must  not  go  beyond  constitutional  means.  I 
favor  this  resolution,  but  think  the  committee  should  act  within  tlie  constitution. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  Queen  has  done  a  revolutionary  act;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  The  Queen's  proclamation  has  not  inspired  confidence;  but  shall  we 
not  teach  her  to  act  within  the  constitution?  [Loud  calls  of  ''No."]  Well,  gentle- 
men, I  am  ready  to  act  when  the  time  comes. 

J.  Emmelutii  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  situation.  He  had  heard  the 
Queen's  speech  at  the  palace,  aud  noted  the  expression  of  her  face.  It  was  fiendish. 
When  the  petitioners  filed  out  he  reflected  on  the  fact  that  thirty  men  could  paralyze 
the  business  of  the  community  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  not  they  that  did  it, 
but  the  schemers  behind  them,  and  perhaps  a  Avoman,  too.  It  was  not  the  Hawaiians 
that- wanted  the  new  constitution;  not  those  who  worked.  This  was  the  third  time 
that  he  had  shut  his  doors,  let  his  men  go,  aud  came  up  to  this  building.  It  would 
be  the  last  time.  If  we  let  this  time  go  by  we  would  deserve  all  we  would  get.  An 
opportunity  came  once  in  every  lifetime.  It  had  come  to  ua,  and  if  we  finished  as 
we  should,  a  repetition  of  last  Saturday  would  never  occur  in  this  country  again. 
[Applause.]  We  must  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder.  There  was  but  one  course  to 
pursue,  and  we  would  all  see  it.  The  manifesto  of  this  morning  was  bosh.  "  I  won't 
do  it  any  more ;  but  give  me  a  chance  and  I'll  do  it  again."  If  the  Queen  had  suc- 
ceeded last  Saturday,  myself  and  you  would  have  been  robbed  of  the  privileges 
without  Avhich  no  white  man  can  live  in  this  community.  '*  Fear  not,  be  not  afraid," 
was  written  in  my  Bible  by  my  mother  twenty-five  years  ago.  Gentlemen,  I  have 
done.  As  far  as  the  Hawaiians  are  concerned,  all  have  an  aloha  for  them,  and  we 
wish  to  have  laws  enabling  us  to  live  peaceably  together. 

K.  J.  Greene.  Fellow  citizens,  among  the  many  things  I  never  could  do  was  to 
make  an  impromptu  speech.  I  have  tried  it  over  and  over  again  and  never  succeeded 
but  once,  and  that  was  after  five  weeks'  preparat/ion.  Our  patience  has  been  ex- 
hausted. We  all  agree  about  the  case.  Tlie  question  is,  the  remedy.  John  Greene, 
of  Khode  Island,  entered  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  served  throughout.  His 
sou,  my  father,  served  through  the  war  of  1812,  until  that  little  matter  was  settled. 
In  1862  John  Greene,  my  father,  stood  before  a  meeting  like  this,  and  said  he  had 
four  sons  in  the  war,  of  whom  I  was  the  youngest,  and  would  serve  himself  if  he  was 
not  too  old.  This  experiei;ce  has  biased  my  judgment  as  to  some  matters  of  civil 
government.  It  is  too  late  to  throw  obstacles  across  the  ])ath  of  its  progress  here. 
I  have  adopted  this  flag  and  am  loyal  to^it,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  go  one  step  back 
in  the  matter  of  civil  liberty,  and  I  will  give  the  last  drop  of  Rhode  Island  blood  in 
my  veins  to  go  forward,  and  not  back.     [Cheers.] 

Chairman  Wilder  read  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution. 

It  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  standing  vote,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and 
amid  tremendous  cheers,  after  which  the  meeting  broke  up. 
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[Inclosiire  6  in  No.  79.] 
[Daily  Pacific  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  18,  1893.] 

THE  NEW  ERA — THE  REVOLUTION  TERMLNATED  BY  THE  ESTABLISHING  OF  A  PROVI- 
SIONAL GOVERNMENT — CITIZENS  RISE  AND  SEIZE  THE  GOVERNxMENT  BUILDING — 
THE  MONARCHY  ABROGATED— ENTHUSIASTIC  VOLUNTEERS  RALLY  ROUND  THE  NEW 
GOVERNMENT— THE  LATE  QUEEN  AND  CABINET  YIELD  AND  LEAVE  THE  TOWN  UN- 
DER THE  QUIET  PROTECTION  OF  ITS  OWN  CITIZENS — FULL  TEXT  OF  THE  PROC- 
LAMATION AND  ORDERS. 

All  day  yesterday  the  community  were  in  a  state  of  expectancy,  looking  to  the 
committee  of  public  safety  to  do  something  to  end  the  state  of  tension,  and  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  all  citizens  against  enroachment  once  and  for  all.  The  committee 
in  the  meantime  was  not  idle,  but  was  incessantly  occupied  completing  its  organ- 
ization and  perfecting  the  final  arrangements  necessary  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
Provisional  Government  and  its  protection  by  an  armed  force.  At  about  2:30  o'clock 
an  attempt  was  made  by  three  native  policemen  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a  wagon 
which  was  being  driven  up  Fort  street,  by  Mr.  Benner  and  Mr.  Good.  Those  in 
charge  of  the  wagon  resisted  the  attempt  of  the  officers  to  arrest  its  course.  One  of 
the  officers  making  a  motion  to  draw  a  revolver,  Mr.  Good  drew  his  own,  and  call- 
ing atteiitiou  to  the  fact  that  he  was  justified  in  shooting,  he  fired,  seeking,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  the  infiiction  of  a  dangerous  wound.  The  wagon  pursued  its  way, 
followed  by  a  policeman  in  a  hack.  This  episode  precipitated  the  mov^ement. 
Citizens  hurried  to  the  Beretania  street  armory,  where  they  were  formed  into  com- 
panies and  marclied  to  the  Government  building. 

In  the  meantime  the  committee  of  public  safety,  accompanied  by  members  of  the 
government  about  to  be  formed,  proceeded  to  the  Government  building.  They  were 
entirely  unarmed.  Arrived  at  the  Government  building  the  committee  inquired  for 
the  cabinet,  but  the  ministers  were  not  to  be  found.  They  then  demanded  and  re- 
ceived of  Mr.  Hassinger  the  possession  of  the  building.  The  party  now  proceeded 
to  the  front  steps  and,  in  the  presence  of  a  rapidly  increasing  crowd,  the  following 
proclamation  was  read : 

Before  the  reading  of  the  proclamation  was  completed  the  volunteers  from  the 
Rifles'  armory  began  to  assemble  in  force.  The  grounds  of  Aliiolani  Hale  were  cleared 
and  a  guard  set  at  all  the  gates. 

The  following  orders  were  then  promptly  issued  by  the  Provisional  Government : 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands, 

January  17,  1893. 

provisional  GOVERNMENT  OF   THE   HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

[Order  Xo.  1.] 

All  persons  favorable  to  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  are 
hereby  requested  to  forwith  report  to  the  Government  at  the  Government  building 
and  to  furnish  the  Government  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  they  may  have  in  their 
possession  or  control  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  efficient  and  comjilete  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  and  the  public  peace  maybe  immediately  and  efficiently 
put  into  operation. 

Sanford  B.  Dole, 
J.  A.  King, 
P.  C.  Jones, 
William  O.  Smith, 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

John  Emmeluth, 

Andrew  Brown, 

C.  Bolte, 

James  F.  Morgan, 

Henry  Waterhouse, 

S.  M.  Damon, 

W.  G.  Ashley, 

E.  D.  Tenny, 

F.  W.  McChesney, 
W.  C.  Wilder, 

J.  A.  McCandless, 
W.  R.  Castle, 
Lorrina  a.  Thurston, 

F.   J.   WlLIIELM, 

Advisory  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
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Honolulu,  Hawaila.n  Islands,  January  17 ^  189S, 

PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  HAWAUAN  ISLANDS. 

[Order  K'o.  2.] 

It  is  hereby  ordered  and  decreed  that  until  further  ordered  the  right  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  is  hereby  suspended,  and  marshal  law  is  hereby  declared  to  exist 
throughout  the  island  of  Oahu. 

Sanford  B.  Dole, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
J.  A.  King, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
P.  C.  Jones, 

Minister  of  Finance, 
William  O.  Smith, 

A  ttorney-  General, 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

The  Provisional  Government  sent  for  the  late  ministers,  who  were  at  the  police 
station.  Two  of  them  came,  and  finally  all  four  repaired  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
new  government,  where  formal  demand  was  made  upon  them  for  the  possession  of 
the  police  station.  The  exministers  asked  for  time  to  deliberate  upon  this  demand. 
They  went  to  the  palace  in  company  with  Hon.  Samuel  M.  Damon,  and  held  a  con- 
sultation with  Liliuokalani.  The  result  was  a  compromise  proposition,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Provisional  Government.  After  further  consultation  the  following 
protest  was  noted : 

I,  Liliuoakalani,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  under  the  constitution  of  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom,  Queen,  do  hereby  solemnly  protest  against  any  and  all  acts  done  against  my- 
self and  the  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  by  certain  persons 
claiming  to  have  established  a  Provisional  Government  of  and  for  this  Kingdom. 

That  I  yield  to  the  superior  force  of  the  United  States  of  America,  whose  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary,  his  excellency  John  L.  Stevens,  has  caused  United  States  troops 
to  be  lauded  at  Honolulu  and  declared  that  he  would  support  the  said  Provisional 
Government. 

Now,  to  avoid  any  collision  of  armed  forces  and  perhaps  the  loss  of  life,  I  do,  under 
this  protest,  and  impelled  by  said  force,  yield  my  authority  until  such  time  as  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall,  upon  the  facts  being  presented  to  it,  undo 
the  action  of  its  representative  and  reinstate  me  in  the  authority  which  I  claim  as 
the  constitutional  Sovereign  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Done  at  Honolula  this  17th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1893. 

Liliuokalani,  R. 
Samuel  Parker, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Wm.  H.  Cornwall, 

Minister  of  Finance. 
Jno.  F.  Colbukn, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
A.  P.  Peterson, 

Attorney-General. 
S.  B.  Dole,  Esq.,  and  others, 

Composing  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

(Indorsed:)  Received  by  the  hands  of  the  late  cabinet  this  17th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1893.  (Signed)  Sanford  B.  Dole,  chairman  of  the  executive  council  of  Pro- 
visional Government. 

The  late  Queen  and  cabinet  accordingly  yielded  unconditionally,  and  the  police 
station  was  turned  over  to  Commander  Soper  and  Capt.  Ziegler  with  forty  men 
from  Company  A.  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  short  address  to  the  police  force  assembled  in 
the  station,  telling  them  that  resistance  was  no  longer  feasible. 

The  Provisional  Government  sent  notifications  of  the  situation  to  the  representa- 
tives of  foreign  powers.  The  following  answer  to  the  request  for  recognition  was 
received  from  his  excellency  John  L.  Stevens : 

"A  Provisional  Government  having  been  duly  constituted  in  the  place  of  the  recent 
Government  of  Queen  Liliuokalani,  and  said  Provisional  Government  being  in  full 
possession  of  the  Government  building,  the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  and  in  control 
of  the  capital  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  I  hereby  recognize  said  Provisional  Govern- 
ment as  the  de  facto  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

''John  L.  Stevens, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

At  latest  advices  the  Provisional  Government  was  in  complete  possession  of  the 
city,  and  the  only  Government  possessing,  exercising,  or  claiming  any  authority  or 
power  whatsoever. 
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No.  3. 

Mr.  Dole  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  18,  1893. 

(Eeceived  February  3.) 
Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  as  president  of  the  execu- 
tive and  advisory  council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands,  I  have  this  day  commissioned  and  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  as  special  commissioners  from  this  Government  to 
that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  viz,  Hon.  L.  A.  Thurston,  W.  K. 
Castle,  esq.,  Hon.  W.  C.  Wilder,  Charles  L.  Carter,  esq.,  Hon.  Joseph 
Marsden,  accrediting  them  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 
A  copy  of  their  credentials  will  be  found  inclosed. 
Expressing  the  hope  that  these  gentlemen  will  prove  acceptable  to 
the  United  States  as  the  representatives  of  this  Government,  and  that 
you  will  extend  them  all  proper  assistance  in  furtherance  of  their 
mission. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 
I  have,  etc., 

Sanford  B.  Dole, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

(InclosTires:)  Copies  of  the  credential  letters  of  the  five  commissioners.    For  text 
see  Credentials  of  Mr.  Lorrin  A.  Thurston,  printed  as  paper  No.  13,  ;post. 


No.  4. 

HX' Queen  Liliuolcalani  to  the  President, 

(Eeceived  February  3, 1893.) 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Harrison, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

My  Great  and  Good  Friend  :  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  address 
you  on  this  occasion.  Some  of  my  subjects,  aided  by  aliens,  have  re- 
nounced their  loyalty  and  revolted  against  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  my  Kingdom.  They  have  attempted  to  depose  me  and  to  es- 
tablish a  provisional  government,  in  direct  conflict  with  the  organic 
law  of  this  Kingdom.  Upon  receiving  incontestable  proof  that  his 
excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  aided 
and  abetted  their  unlawful  movements  and  caused  United  States 
troops  to  be  landed  for  that  purpose,  I  submitted  to  force,  believing 
that  he  would  not  have  acted  in  that  manner  unless  by  the  authority 
of  the  Government  which  he  represents. 

This  action  on  my  part  was  prompted  by  three  reasons :  The  futility 
of  a  conflict  with  the  United  States  j  the  desire  to  avoid  violence, 
bloodshed,  and  the  destruction  of  life  and  property,  and  the  certainty 
which  I  feel  that  you  and  your  Government  will  right  whatever  wrongs 
may  have  been  inflicted  upon  us  in  the  premises. 

In  due  time  a  statement  of  the  true  facts  relating  this  matter  will  be 
laid  before  you,  and  I  live  in  the  hope  that  you  will  judge  uprightly 
and  justly  between  myself  and  my  enemies. 
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This  appeal  is  not  made  for  myself  personally,  but  for  my  people  -riio 
have  hitherto  always  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  protection  of  the 
United  States. 

My  opponents  have  taken  the  only  vessel  which  could  be  obtained 
here  for  the  purpose,  and  hearing  of  their  intention  to  send  a  delega- 
tion of  their  number  to  present  their  side  of  this  conflict  before  you,  I 
requested  the  favor  of  sending  by  the  same  vessel  an  envoy  to  you,  to 
lay  before  you  my  statement,  as  the  facts  appear  to  myself  and  my 
loyal  subjects. 

This  request  has  been  refused  and  I  now  ask  you  that  in  justice  to 
myself  and  to  my  people  that  no  steps  be  taken  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  until  my  cause  can  be  heard  by  you. 

I  shall  be  able  to  dispatch  an  envoy  about  the  2d  day  of  February, 
as  that  will  be  the  first  available  opportunity  hence,  and  he  will  reach 
you  with  every  possible  haste  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  matter. 

I  pray  you,  therefore,  my  good  friend,  that  you  will  not  allow  any  con- 
clusions to  be  reached  by  you  until  my  envoy  arrives. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  of  the  continuance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

LiLIUOKALANI,   R. 

Honolulu,  January  18, 1893. 


Kg.  5. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Ko.  80.]  United  States  Le»gation, 

Honolulu,  January  19,  1893.     (Received  February  3.) 

Sir:  The  Provisional  Government  of  Hawaii,  by  special  steamer, 
send  a  commission  to  Washington  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  composed  of  six  representa- 
tive men  of  the  highest  resx)ectability.  Hon.  William  C  Wilder  is  the 
president  and  chief  manager  of  the  Interisland  Steamship  Company, 
running  steamers  among  the  islands,  and  he  has  large  property  inter- 
ests in  Honolulu.  Hon.  0.  M.  [surname  omitted]  is  a  leading  lumber 
merchant,  doing  business  with  Puget  Sound  and  Oregon,  born  here  of 
the  best  American  stock.  Hon.  L.  A.  Thurston  is  one  of  the  most,  if 
not  the  most  talented  and  influential  man  on  the  islands,  and  is  of  the 
highest  respectability.  He  and  his  father  were  born  on  the  islands,  of 
Connecticut  parentage.  Though  a  young  man,  he  was  the  leading 
member  of  the  reform  cabinet  from  July,  1887,  to  1890. 

Hon.  William  H.  Castle  is  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  born  on  the  islands, 
of  western  New  York  parentage,  his  father  still  living  here  at  the  age 
of  84,  having  resided  in  Honolulu  nearly  half  a  century,  and  for  many 
years  exercised  a  large  influence  here.  Mr.  Charles  P.  Carter  is  the 
son  of  the  recent  Hawaiian  minister  at  Washington,  Hon.  H.  P.  Carter, 
and  is  an  accomplished  and  most  reliable  gentleman,  American  to  the 
core,  and  has  a  Michigan  wife.  Hon.  Mr.  Marsden  is  of  English  birth, 
is  a  prominent  business  man  and  a  noble  in  the  legislature. 

These  six  commissioners  represent  a  large  preponderating  proportion 
of  the  property  holders  and  commercial  interests  of  these  islands.     They 
are  backed  by  the  influences  which  will  enable  them  to  fully  carry  out 
their  agreements  with  the  United  States  Government. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  L.  Stevens, 
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[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Stevens, 

Depart:ment  of  State, 

Washington^  January  28,  1893, 
Your  dispatcli,  telegraphed  from  San  Francisco,  announcing  revolu- 
tion and  establishment  of  a  I*rovisional  Government  was  received  to- 
day. Your  course  in  recognizing  an  unopposed  de  facto  government 
appears  to  have  been  discreet  and  in  accordanc-e  with  the  facts.  The 
rule  of  this  Government  has  uniformly  been  to  recognize  and  enter  into 
relation  with  any  actual  government  in  full  possession  of  effective  power 
with  the  assent  of  the  people.  You  will  continue  to  recognize  the  new 
Government  under  such  conditions.  It  is  trusted  that  the  cliange,  be- 
sides conducing  to  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands, will  tend  to  draw  closer  the  intimate  ties  of  amity  and  common 
interests  which  so  conspicuously  and  necessarily  link  them  to  the 
United  States.  You  will  keep  in  constant  communication  with  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  naval  force  at  Honolulu,  with  a  view 
to  acting  if  need  be  for  the  x)rotection  of  the  interests  and  property  of 
American  citizens  and  aiding  in  the  preservation  of  good  order  under 
the  changed  condition  reported. 

John  W.  Foster. 


No.  7. 

Mr.  Tracy  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Nayt  Departiment, 
Washington,  January  28, 1893.     (Received  January  28.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  received  this  date  from  Capt.  G.  C.  Wiltse,  commanding  officer 
U.  S.  S.  Boston. 


I  have,  etc., 


B.  F.  Tracy, 
Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


[Inclosure.] 
Capt.  Wiltse  to  Mr.  Tracy. 

HoxOLULU,  January  18,  1893.  (Via  San  Francisco,  January  28.) 
The  cabinet  was  voted  out  on  January  12;  nuother  was  appointed  on  .January  14, 
on  which  date  the  Queen  proro<jued  the  legislature  and  attempted  to  proclaim  new 
constitution.  At  2  p.  m.  on  January  16  the  citizens  met  and  organized  a  committee 
of  safety.  At  4:30  p.  m.  landed  force  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  United 
States  minister  jdenipotentiary. 

Tuesday  (17th)  afternocm  the  Provisional  Government  was  established;  the  Queen 
dethroned.  'J'he  revolution  was  accomplished  Avithout  loss  of  life.  Everything  is 
quiet.  Commission  appointed  so  as  to  negotiate  terms  of  annexation  to  the  United 
States  Government. 

Wiltse, 
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No.  8. 
Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

[Telfjjram  1 

Honolulu,  Fehntary  7,  1893, 
(Via  San  Francisco,  Feb.  9, 1893.     Kecei vchI  Fob.  9,  4 :30  p.  m.) 

Provisional  Governnientof  Hawaii  ^ainin^Tlx^^vcr  and  respect.  Ev«*ry 
tiling  is  quiet.  Annexation  seiitinuMit  is  increasing.  Dead  inonairliy 
and  opposition  to  annexation  is  suppoited  ehiclly  by  lottery  and  opiiini 
ring.  Today  at  9  a.  m.,  in  accordaiire  with  the  request  of  l*rovisional 
Government  of  Hawaii,  I  have  placed  (lovernnient  of  Hawaii  under  the 
United  States  j)rotcction  during  negotiations,  not  interfering  with  the 
execution  of  public  atl'airs.  Have  mailed  imi)ortant  dispatches.  Ha\e 
sent  duplicate  copies  of  dispatches.  It  is  advisable  that  Commodore 
Skerrett  proceed  at  once  to  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  with  one  or 
more  Umted  States  ships  as  precautionary  measures. 

Stevens. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Hawaiian  Legation, 
Washington^  February  3,  1893.     (Keceived  February  3.) 
Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  (copy  of)  official  dispatch  of  the  Provi- 
sional Government   of  Hawaii,  received  by  me  yesterday. 

It  announces  the  sending  of  live  commissioners,  Hon.  L.  A.  Thurston, 
W.  K.  Castle,  esq.,  Hon.  \V.  C.  Wilder,  C.  L.  Carter,  esq.,  Hon.  Josej))! 
Marsden,  to  treat  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

These  gentlemen  will  arrive  in  Washington  this  day,  and  with  your 
consent,  1  shall  be  glad  to  present  them  to  you  to-morrow,  at  the  State 
Department. 

Kenewing  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration, 

J.  MoTT  Smith. 


(Inclosare  1.] 

Mr.  Dole  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Depaktmknt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
HonoJuhi,  Hairaiian  JnlandSj  January  18,  189S. 

fiiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  by  i)iiblic  proclamation  made 
ou  the  17th  instant,  from  the  Government  building,  in  all  formal  Ktyle,  the  Hawaiian 
nionanhy  w.-w  abrogated  and  a  Provisional  Government  over  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
etitablishea,  as  is  duly  set  forth  in  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  handed  to  your  ex- 
celleiwy  herewith. 

It  having  been  found  necessary  to  dispatch  a  commission  of  five  gentlemen  to 
Waflhington  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the'provisions  expressed  in  such  proc- 
lamation, I  have  this  day,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  jof  the  executive 
and  a<ivi8ory  councils  of  the  Provisional  Government,  aj)pointed  and  commissioned 
the  f(dlowing-named  g«'ntlemen  as  such  commissioners:  Hon.  L  A.  Thurston,  W.  R. 
Castle,  esq.,  Hon.  W.  C.  Wilder,  C.  L.  Carter,  esq.,  Hon.  Joseph  Marsden,  who  have 
been  presented  with  the  proper  credentials  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Secretary  of  State. 
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I  would  therefore  request  your  excellency  to  render  all  possible  aid  and  assistance 
in  your  power  to  the  furthering  of  their  mission,  the  success  of  which  the  Pro- 
visional Goveranient  earnestly  desires  to  consuuuuate. 
With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration, 

I  have  the  honor,  etc.,  Sanford  B.  Dole, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairt. 


[Inclostire  2.] 


[Proclamation  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  January 
17,  1893,  printed  ante  as  inclosure  with  Mr.  Stevens's  No.  79  of  January  18,  1893.] 


No.  10. 

Mr.  Tracy  to  Mr.  Foster. 

NTavy  Depaet]\ient, 
Washington,  February  3,  1893.     (Received  February  3.) 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communicar 
tiou  received  this  day  from  Capt.  G.  C.  Wiltse,  U.  S.  ISTavy,  command- 
ing the  U.  S.  S.  Boston,  relating  to  Hawaiian  affairs. 
1  have  the  honor,  etc., 

B.  F.  Tracy, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[Inclosnre.) 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  Mr.  Tracy, 

U.  S.  S.  Boston,  Second  Rate, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  IS,  1S93. 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning  the  condition  of 
political  attairs  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands: 

As  stated  in  my  communication  of  January  4,  1893,  the  Boston  sailed  from  this 
port  for  llilo,  Hawaii,  with  the  United  States  minister  on  board 

J^urin;;  the  absence  of  the  ship  from  this  port,  on  January  12,  the  cabinet  was 
voted  out  of  office  by  a  vote  of  25  to  16.  Another  cabinet  was  appointed  on 
January  14, 

On  tiie  morning  of  January  14  the  Boston  arrived  in  this  port  from  Lahina,  Maui, 
and  came  to  anchor.  At  noon  on  the  same  day  the  legishiture  was  prorogued  by 
the  Queen,  and  it  was  rumored  tliat  the  Queen  intended  ])ro(laiming  a  now  consti- 
tution. This,  how«iver,  was  not  don<5.  On  Monday,  .hinuary  16,  there  was  a  large 
and  enthusisisti*-.  mass  meeting,  composed  of  tlui  n'i)r<sentative  men  of  Honolulu, 
held  in  tlie  largest  hall  in  the  city,  at  2  p.  m.  On  the  same  day  I  received  from  the 
United  States  minister  a  recpiest  to  land  the  sailors  and  marines  of  the  Hoston  to 
protect  the  United  States  legation,  consulate,  and  the  lives  and  i)roperty  of  Amer- 
ican citizens. 

At  4:30  p.  m.,  January  16,  I  landed  the  ship's  biittalion  under  command  of  Lieut. 
Commander  William  T.  Swinburne. 

One  detachment  of  nuirines  was  placed  at  the  legation  and  one  at  the  consulate, 
while  the  maiu  bo<ly  of  men,  with  two  ]>iereH  of  artillery,  were  quartered  in  a  hall 
of  central  bx-atiou  near  the  Government  building. 

On  Tuesjlay,  January  17,  a  provisional  governnuuit  was  established  and  the  Queen 
dethroned. 

The  I'roviHional  Government  took  possoHHion  of  the  Government  buildings,  tlie 
archives,  and  the  treaiHury,  th«^  Queen  acqui«>Heing  Jinder  pr<»ttwt.  The  Provisional 
(Jovemment  wan  recognized  as  tlie  dv  facto  Government  of  Uio  Hawaiian  Islands  by 
the  United  States  minister. 
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Thr  rfvolutiuii  Iihm  Inm<\i  n(>roiii|iliHli(Ml  witlioiit  the  Iobh  uf  u  8iii>;I<<  lifo,  and  to- 
tlay,  Juniiiirv  l^,  tlio  Pr«i\  ioiuual  (ioverniiHMit  huM  })088e88ioD  uutl  cuiitrol  uf  the  city, 
Avhicli  if*  iiinlel  inaltial  law. 

1  am   iiiforiiieil    that   ('oinniiKHionorH  will   leave   to-innrmw    for  \Va8hin);toit  fully 
tt(M  i«  (iitiMl  for  tiiirpoHtsM  i>(  lu'gotiutiuu  to  permit  thcHe  iHlaixlH  tu  coiue  uu4er  the 
eontiui  of  the  I  iiitftl  iStaU-a. 
Very  ii>pe»  ifully, 

O.    C.    WlITSK, 
CaptaiUj  V.  .S.  ^Vary,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Boiton. 


No.  n. 

The  Hawaiian  special  coinmissionrrs  to  Mr.  Foster, 

^VASUl^(fTON,  Ftbruanj  H,  1893. 

Sir:  We  liavc  tlio  lioiior  to  lion'hy  inform  you  thiit  by  ord«»r  of  his 
excellency  Sanford  \\.  Dole,  jnesident  and  minister  of  forei;4:n  allairs 
of  tlie  executive  council  of  the  J^iovisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  and  of  the  executive  council  of  such  Government,  Messis.  L. 
A.  Thurston,  W.  V.  AVilder,  \V.  W.  (\istlc,  A.  Marsden,  and  O.  L. 
Carter  have  heen  constituted  ami  appointed  special  c<Mnmissi<mer8 
to  the  J*resi<lent  of  tiie  United  States,  with  instructions  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  W'asiiin^'ton  and  there  to  iei)resent  to  the  I'rcsident  and 
GovcrnmcTit  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  fa<'ts  leadinjj  u])  to 
and  concerninj^^  the  establishment  of  tlie  Provisional  Government  <>f 
the  Hawaiian  Jslamls,  and  to  request  from  such  Government  of  the 
Unite<l  States  of  America  that  the  acknowledgment  and  rec(»;^niition 
of  such  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  Ina-etofore 
given  to  such  Provisional  Government  by  his  excellelicy  .lohn  L.  Ste- 
vens, envoy  extraordinary  and  njinister  ]>lcnipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  Hawaii,  may  be  confirmed  by  the  President  and 
(ioveriimcnt  of  the  United  Stat<'s  of  v\merica. 

An<l  also  tlie  said  commissi(nu»rs  are  instructed  and  fully  authorized 
andem|)oweredbythesaid  Pi  ovisional  Government  to  ne^^otiate  a  treaty 
between  tin*  said  Provisional  (Tovernment  of  the  Hawaiian  Ishinds  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  terms  of  which 
full  and  complete  j>olitical  union  may  be  secured  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

In  accordance  with  such  instructions  we  hereby  present  for  your 
consideration  a  brief  statement  of  the  jjrincipal  facts  leading  up  to  and 
concerning  the  establishment  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  as  follows: 

On  Saturday,  the  11th  of  January,  ultimo.  Her  Majesty  LiliuokalanJs 
Queen  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  attem])ted  with  force  to  abrogate 
the  existing  constitution  of  tlie  Hawaiian. Kingdom  and  promulgate  a 
new  constitution.  Such  attempt  was  lesisted  by  her  cabinet,  whom 
she  threateue<l  with  violence.  She  finally  desisted  from  her  attempt 
to  innnediately  ])romulgate  the  proposed  constituticm,  announcing  in 
two  ])ublic  sjKMM'hes,  however,  that  she  had  not  abandoned  such  pro- 
ject, but  would  carry  the  same  int(>  effect  "  witiiin  a  few  days." 

All  of  the  military  and  ])olice  foi<'es  of  the  Kingdom  being  directly 
under  the  control  of  the  personal  adherents  of  the  Queen,  the  cabinet 
a])]>ea1ed  to  citizens  for  ]>r(>tection  and  sup])ort  against  the  proposed 
aggression.  The  citizens  rallied  in  oi)])ositioii  to  the  i)roject  of  the 
Queen,  and  at  a  public  meeting  appointed  a  committee  of  public  safety, 


ANNEXATION    TREATY    WITH    THE    HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS.  23 

of  thirteei>  members,  to  consider  the  situation  and  devise  ways  and 
means  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  i)ublic  peace  and  tlie  protection  of 
life  and  property. 

After  considering  the  situation,  such  committee  called  a  public  meet- 
ing of  citizens  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  said  January.  Such  meeting 
was  duly  held,  to  the  number  of  about  lilteeii  hundred  of  the  leading 
citizens.  A  report  by  such  committee  was  submitted  to  such  meeting, 
recommending  the  adoption  of  certain  resolutions.  Such  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted.  A  copy  of  such  report  and  resolutions, 
marked  Inclosure  A,  is  herewith  submitted. 

A  few  hours  before  such  meeting  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
Queen  and  cabinet,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  herewith  and  marked 
Inclosure  B. 

On  tlie  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  Queen  then  having  about  four 
hundred  men  under  arms  and  the  people  being  in  open  ])reparation  for 
dethroning  her,  with  every  indication  of  a  conflict,  the  United  States 
troops  landed  and  a  guard  was  stationed  at  the  American  consulate 
and  legation  and  the  remainder  were  quartered  in  a  public  hall  hired 
for  that  purpose. 

They  neither  tlien  nor  at  any  time  since  have  taken  any  part  either 
for  or  against  the  Queen  or  the  Provisional  Government. 

After  full  consideration  by  the  said  committee  and  consultation  with 
leading  citizens  of  all  nationalities,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
such  committee  and  citizens  that  the  statements  ot'fi>ct  in;Auch  proclaina- 
tion  did  not  detract  from  the  necessity  for  action,  and  the  undertaking 
therein  contained  was  deemed  unreliable;  and  for  the  reasons  briefly 
set  forth  in  such  above-mentioned  report  of  the  conmiittee  of  safety 
and  lesolntions,  and  also  in  the  proclamation  hereunder  referred  to, 
there  was  no  longer  any  possibility  of  efliciently  and  permanently  main- 
taining the  ])ublic  peace  and  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property 
in  Hawaii  under  the  existing  system  of  government,  and  that  the  only 
method  of  mnintaining  such  permanent  i)eace  and  security  was  by  se- 
eming tlie  assistance  and  su])port  of  the  (lovernment  of  the  United 
States,  or  sonic  other  foreign  power  possessed  of  suflicient  force  to 
prevent  the  future  ])ossibility  of  revolution  or  despotic  assumption  of 
power  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

In  a(;cordaii<'c  witli  such  conclusion,  such  committee,  re])resenting 
almost  the  entire  [)roperty  and  intelligence  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on 
tlie  17th  day  of  said  January  issued  a  ])roclanhition  abrogating  the 
monarchy,  deposing  (^)ueen  Liliuokalani,  and  establishing  a  Provisional 
(lovernment,  "to  exist  until  terms  of  union  with  the  United  States  of 
Ameriea,  have  been  negotiated  and  agreed  iii)oii,"a  copy  of  which  proc 
lamatiDU,  maiked  Inclosure  C,  is  submitted  herewith. 

Immediately  after  such  pr()(lamatl(Ui  such  Provisional  (iovernment 
took  possession  of  the  city  of  Honolulu,  ineluding  the  liovernnuMit 
buildings,  th(^  arehivesami  the  treasury,  and  within  a  few  hours  there- 
after leceived  surrender  of  all  the  military  and  police  forces,  thereby 
coming  into  full  possession  of  the  Kingdom. 

Immediately  after  su(;h  ])ossession  had  been  obtained  notifleation 
there(>f  was  given  to  the  reju'esentati ves  of  all  foreign  countries  rejircv 
sented  at  IIon<»lulu,  accompanied  by  the  re(|Uest  that  such  representa- 
tives ext(Mid  to  said  Provisional  (lovernment  their  recognition. 

In  reply  to  siu*h  i-eipiest  the  repies(Mit  ati ve  of  the  I'liited  States  of 
America  accorded  such  reeogniti(m  upon  the  same  day  that  it  was  re- 
(piested,  to  wit,  the  I7th  of  said  .lanuary,  and  on  the  following  day 
recognition  of  such  Provisional  ( loverinuent  was  made  by  the  reprc- 
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BentativoHof  Gormany,  Austria  llun^iry,  Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  Norway 
and  SwihU'ii,  TIh'  Nt'tlierlands,  Dcninaik,  Htl;^MMin,  Mexico,  Cliile,  Peru, 
aiul  China;  ami  on  tlio  fnllowiii^  day,  to  wit,  tlie  VMh  of  sai(l  January, 
rero;;iiilinii  nt  su<Ji  rrovisionaKioverniiKMit  wascxtcndi'd  by  the  rcjjre- 
seiitativrs  of  Franc*'  and  rortu^^al.  Cojucs  of  the  a<knowlcd^nicnt8 
of  the  said  representatives  of  forei;;n  (lovernnients,  witli  the  exception 
of  those  of  the  representatives  of  l*ortu^Ml  and  France,  whicli  were 
received  t«K>  hite  to  (►btain  copies  thereof,  are  inclosed  herewith,  marked 
Indosure  D. 

In  further  ])ur8uance  of  such  instructions  we  hereby  request  that 
the  acknowlc(I«rrnent  and  reco^niition  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  by  the  reinesentative  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  Hawaii  may  be  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

And  also  in  further  jmrsuance  of  such  instructions  we  herewith 
present  a  communication  from  the  said  executive  council  of  the  Pro- 
visional (iov«'rnment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  Benjamin  Harrison, 
President  of  the  Uiiitcd  States  of  America,  informing  him  of  the 
ai)i)ointment  of  the  above-named  L.  A.  Thurston,  W.  (J.  Wilder,  W. 
R.  Castle,  .1.  Marsden,  and  C.  L.  Carter  as  special  commi88i(mer8  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  ne<j:otiate  and  a^jree  upon  the  terms  of  a 
union  of  the  I*rovisi«nial  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  original  of  which  is 
inclosed  herewjth  and  marked  InclosureE. 

The  commissions  of  the  said  ab«>ve  named  gentlemen,  as  such  special 
commissioners  for  tiic  ])urj)ose  aforesaid,  are  also  inclosed  herewith  for 
ins])C(tion,  and  marked  Inclosure  F. 

In  further  pursuance  of  such  instructions,  we  also  hereby  request  that 
a  treaty  may  be  concluded  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  by  the  terms  of  which  full  and  com])Iete  political  union  may 
be  secured  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  for  that  ])urpose  we  hereby  request  that  negotiations  may 
be  opened  between  the  rej)resentatives  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stat<*s  of  America  and  the  said  special  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the 
Provisional  Government. 

In  further  pursuance  of  such  instructions,  we  also  herewith  submit  a 
coi)y  of  a  ])rotest  made  by  her  ex  majesty  Queen  Liliuokalani  against 
the  action  of  the  said  Provisional  Government,  which  is  marked  Inclo- 
soie  G. 

We  have  the  honor,  etc., 

L.  A.  TnuRSTO?^^, 

W.   C.   W^lLDER, 

Wm.  R.  Castle, 
J.  Marsden, 
Charles  L.  Carter, 
Sj)cvial  Commissioners  of  the  Prorisional  Government 

of  the  Rawaiian  Islands. 


[IncloBure  A.] 

RF.rORT  OF  TUE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETT, 

To  the  ntizens  of  Ronolulu  : 

On  tlje  morning  of  last  Saturday,  tlie  14th  instant,  the  city  was  startled  by  the  in- 
formation that  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Liliuokalani,  had  annoanced  her  intention  toar- 
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bitrarily  promulgate  a  new  constitution,  and  that  three  of  the  newly  appointed 
cabinet  ministers  had,  or  were  about  to,  resign  in  consequence  thereof. 

Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  the  legislature,  at  noon,  the  Queen,  accom- 
panied by  her  orders  by  the  cabinet  retired  to  the  ])alace ;  the  entire  military  force  of 
the  Government  ^va8  drawn  up  in  line  in  front  of  the  building,  and  remained  there  un- 
til dark,  and  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  natives,  sympathizers  with  the  constitution 
project,  gathered  in  the  throne  room  and  about  the  palace.  The  Queen  then  retired 
with  the  cabinet;  informed  them  that  she  had  a  new  constitution  ready;  that  she  in- 
tended to  proranlgat*'.  it  and  proposed  to  do  so  then  and  there,  and  demanded  that 
they  countersign  her  signature. 

She  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  their  statements  and  protests,  that  the  proposed  action 
would  inevitably  cause  the  streets  of  Honolulu  to  run  red  with  blood,  and  threat- 
ened that  unless  they  complied  with  her  demand  she  would  herself  immediately 
go  out  upon  the  steps  of  the  palace  and  announce  to  the  assembled  crowd  that  the 
reason  she  did  not  give  them  the  new  constitution  was  because  the  ministers  would 
not  let  her.  Three  of  the  ministers,  fearing  mob  violence,  immediately  withdrew 
and  returned  to  the  Government  building.  They  were  immediately  sunnnoned  back 
to  the  palace  but  refused  to  go,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  guaranty  of  their 
personal  safety. 

The  only  forces  under  the  control  of  the  Government  are  the  household  guards 
and  the  police.  The  former  are  nominally  under  the  contrcd  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  actually  under  their  immediate  commander,  Maj.  Nowlein,  a  personal 
adherent  of  the  Queen, 

The  police  are  under  the  control  of  Marshal  Wilson,  the  open  and  avowed  royal 
favorite.  Although  the  marshal  is  nominally  under  the  control  of  the  attorney- 
general,  Her  Majesty  recently  announced  in  a  public  speech  that  she  would  not 
allow  him  to  be  removed.  Although  the  marshal  now  states  that  he  is  opposed  to 
the  Queen's  proposition,  he  also  states  that  if  the  final  issue  arises  between  the 
Queen  and  the  cabinet  and  the  peoi)le  he  will  support  the  Queen. 

The  cabinet  was  absolutely  powerless  and  appealed  to  citizens  for  support. 

Later  they  reluctantly  returned  to  the  palace,  by  recjuest  of  the  Queen,  and  for 
nearly  two  hours  she  endeavored  to  force  them  to  acquiesce  in  her  desire,  and  upon 
their  final  refusal  announced  in  a  public  sjieeeh  in  the  throne  room  and  again  from 
the  upper  gallery  of  the  palace  that  she  desired  to  issue  the  constitution  but  was 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  her  ministers  and  would  issue  it  in  a  few  days. 

Tlje  citizens  responded  to  the  appeal  of  the  cabinet  to  resist  the  revolutionary  at- 
tenijit  of  the  Queen  by  gathering  at  the  oflice  of  William  O.  Smith. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  it  was  felt  that  bloodshed  and  riot  were  imminent;  that  the 
community  could  expect  no  protection  from  the  legal  authorities;  that  on  the  con- 
trary they  would  undoubtedly  be  made  the  instruments  of  royal  aggression.  An  im- 
promptu meeting  of  citizens  was  held,  which  was  attended  by  the  a;torney-general, 
and  which  was  addressed,  among  others,  by  the  minister  of  the  interior,  J.  F.  Cal- 
bum,  who  stated  to  the  meeting  substantially  the  foregoing  facta. 

The  meeting  unanimously  jtassed  a  resolution  that  the  public  welfare  required  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  public  safety  of  thirteen,  to  consider  the  situation 
and  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace  and  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property. 

Such  committee  was  forthwith  appointed  and  has  followed  its  instructions. 

The  first  step  whi<  li  the  committee  consider  necessary  is  to  secure  openly,  publicly, 
and  peaceal)ly  through  tlni  medium  of  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  a  condemnation  of 
the  ])roceeding  of  the  i)arty  of  revolution  and  disorder  and  a  confirmatitm  fron»  such 
larger  meeting  of  the  authority  now  vested  in  the  committee. 

For  such  ])urpose  the  committee  hereby  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  f(dlow- 
iug  resolution : 

RESOLUTION. 

(1)  Wherean  Her  Majenty  Liliuokalani,  acting  in  conjnnotion  with  certain  other 
persons,  hiw*  illegally  and  unconstitutionally,  and  against  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  lawful  executive  oflicers  of  the  (iovernment,  atfempto«l  to  abrogate  the  existing 
constitution  and  proclaim  a  new  one  in  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  people; 

(2)  And  whereas  such  attempt  lias  been  accompanie<l  by  threats  of  violence  and 
bloodshed  and  a  display  of  armed  force;  and  such  attempt  and  act^  and  threats  are 
revolutionary  and  treasonable  in  character; 

(H)  And  whereas  Her  Majesty's  cabin«it  have  informed  her  that  such  eontemi)lated 
action  was  unlawful  and  would  lead  to  bloo«lshe<l  an<l  riot,  and  have  imploretl  and 
demandtMJ  other  to  desist  from  and  rencMince  such  propo.sed  a<ti«)n; 

(I)  And  wliereas  such  advice  has  be«n  in  vain,  and  Her  Majesty  has  in  a  public 
sneech  announce<l  that  she  was  desirous  and  rea<ly  to  nromulga't*^  such  constitution, 
the  same  being  now  ready  for  such  purpose,  and  tliat  tlie  only  rea.son  why  it  wasi\ot 
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proroiil^sitrtl  wiM  IxcnuNi'^hn  hu<I  met  witli  uiiuxpectiMl  ubstuclM,  and  thnt  a  fitting 
op|Mtrtiinitv  in  tht>  t'litiirr  iiuist  hoawaitoil  fortho  coDHtiinuiatiun  of  sui'h  object,  which 
wotiM  Ur  within  Ji  r»«\v  jlays: 

(.">>  An«l  wh«Tt<ji«  !it  a  pul»li«-  iin'ctinj;  of  <'iti/«M»R  Inhl  in  Ilonohilu  on  the  11th  «lay 
of  .lunnary  niMtant  a  committer  ot  thirtcMi  to  he  known  antho  "  ('onimitt<'«<  of  I'uhlic 
Safety"  \v:iHa|ipoiiit4M|  tornnsiih*r  the  HitiiationanddcviMo  wavN  and  nieanh  tu  conHidcr 
the  silnalion  of  the  piihli<-  pearo  and  Hafety  and  the  j)reservation  of'  life  and  pri»perty  ; 

(IJ)  Ami  wherea.H  8uch  committe«<  has  rocoimnended  tlie  calling  «d  thin  masH 
mtH^tin^  of  citi/eiiM  to  ]troteMt  a;;ainHt  and  condemn  Hiich  action,  and  has  thiu  day 
preBiiited  a  nport  to  Miich  incrtin^  denoiincin;;  the  arti<mof  tho  <^Mcen  and  hor  siip- 
porterH  a«  beinj;  unlawful,  nnwarranteil.  in  dero<;ati<»n  «>f  the  ri^iitH  of  the  people, 
endan^iMin;;  tlie  penci^  of  th(<  commnnity,  and  tciidiii;i;  to  ux<-it<'  riut,  and  caiiHu  the 
loHH  of  life  ami  dcMtiiution  of  property. 

N(»w.  then-fore.  we.  tin*  eiti/.ens  of  Honolulu,  of  nil  nntionalities,  and  re^jardlcHS  of 
political  party  athliatiouH,  do  hereby  condemn  and  denounce  the  action  of  the  t^uoou 
and  her  Hiijiporters. 

And  we  do  hereby  latify  the  a])pointment  and  in«lorse  the  action  ami  report  made 
by  the  (*aid  rommitfee  of  gafety,  and  w<>  do  hereby  further  empower  auch  committ4;e 
to  further  consider  the  situation,  and  further  devise  8uch  ways  and  means  as  may  be 
neressary  to  s»'ein«'  the  permanent  maintenance  of  law  and  order  and  the  protection 
of  life,  liberty,  luid  property  in  Hawaii. 


finclosurc  B.] 
BY   AUTHORITY. 

Her  Majesty's  ndnisterH  desire  to  express  their  appreciation  for  thefiniotnnd  order 
which  has  prevailed  in  this  community  since  the  events  of  Satunlay,  and  are  auth»>r- 
ized  to  say  that  the  ])osition  taken  by  Her  Majesty  in  rej^ard  to  the  promul^Ation  of 
a  new  tonstitution,  was  under  stress  t>f  her  native  subjects. 

Authority  is  jjiveii-lor  the  jissurance  that  any  changes  desired  in  the  fundanuuital 
law  of  the  land  will  be  s()n;jht  only  b^-  methods  ]>rovided  in  the  constitution   itself. 

Her  Majesty's  iniiiist«M>.  re(|uest  all  citizens  to  accept  the  assurance  of  Her  Majesty 

in  tlie  >;iiiie  snii  it    which   it  is  givcU. 

lill.IUKAI.AM. 
SaMI'IM,    P.MlKEIt, 

Minixter  of  J'orriijn  Affairn. 

W.   H.  CoRNWKLI., 

M hi  inter  of  Finance. 
John  F.  ('oi.niuN, 
Mininter  of  the  Interior. 

A.  V.  I'KIKKSON, 

Aitornen-General. 
Iolam  Paf.ack,  January  10,  1S03. 


[Iiiclosure  C] 

[Proclamatiim  of  Provisional  Governmenfof  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  .January  17, 
18U3.     Trinted  aiUc  as  iuclosuro  with  Mr.  Stevens's  No.  79  of  January  18,  1893.] 


[Inrlosure  D.] 

T'nited  States  Legation, 
Honoluln,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  17,  180S. 
A  Provisional  rJovornment  having;  been  duly  constituted  in  the  place  of  the  recent 
Government  of  Queen  Liliukalani,  an«l  8ai<l  Provisional  (lovernment  heinjj  in  full 
possession  of  the  (»f)vernnient  buildings,  the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  ancl  in  con- 
trol of  the  cai>ital  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  I  hereby  recopjnize  said  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment as  the  de  facto  (ioveriiment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

John  L.  Stevens, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Phnipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 
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Imperial  German  Consulate,  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Honolulu,  January  IS,  1893. 
Gentle:men'  :  I  have  the  lioiior  to  own  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  yesterday's 
date,  and  herehy  take  much  pleasure  to  recognize  and  acknowledge,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  Germany,  the  present  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  that 
I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  further  and  supi)ort  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  Glade, 
Imperial  German  Consul. 
Messrs.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  William  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  in  Hawaii. 


Austro-Hungarian  Consulate,  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Honolulu,  January  IS,  1S9S. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  own  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  hereby  take  much  pleasure  to  recognize  and  acknowledge,  on  behalf 
of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Government,  the  present  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  further  and  support  the  same. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  Glade, 
Austro-Hungarian  Consul. 
Messrs.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  William  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  in  Hawaii. 


Honolulu,  January  IS,  1S9S. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  yesterday's  date,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  yesterday, 
wherel»y  you  inform  me  that  for  reascms  set  forth  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  has  been 
abrogated  and  a  Provisional  Government  established,  the  saiue  Ix'ing  now  in  ])osse8- 
sion  of  the  Government  departmcjital  buildings,  the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  and 
wlicr<-by  you  retiuest  me  to  recognizee  the  said  Provisional  Governnu'ut  on  behalf  of 
the  (iovernment  of  Italy  as  the  (existing  ilc  facto  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
and  to  afford  to  it  the  moral  support  ol"  my  (iovernment. 

In  Hisponse  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  comply  with  the  above  re(iuest  and 
recogniz«5  1h<i  said  Provisional  Government  as  far  as  my  authority  as  consul  for  Italy 
may  permit  mo  to  act  for  and  on  behalf  of  His  Italian  Majesty's  Government  in  tho 
premises. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  bo,  gentlemen,  you  very  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  SrUAEKER, 

Consul  for  Italy. 
Hon.  Saniord  H.  Dom:,  J.  A.  Kix(j,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  W.  O. .Smith. 

Kxeculirc  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  (he  Hawaiian  Islands. 


VlCK-CoNSl'LATK   (»K    IJUSSIA, 

Honolulu,  Jantiary  IS,  tSlKl. 
SiKs:  I  havn  (hn  honor  to  a(  knowlcdgce  <ho  n-ceipt  of  your  communication  of  17tb 
InHtant,  and  in  nply  lirg  to  inform  you  that  1  tak«^  tln^'  pl^«asun^  to  recogni/o  the 
Provisional  (Joyernment  of  Hawaii,  as  delined  in  the  proclamation  inclosed  in  v«»ur 
letter  on  liehalf  of  the  (iov<Miiment  of  Russia,  and  I  shall  JilVord  to  it  my  moral  support 
lis  representative  of  tho  country  last  named. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  bo,  HJrs,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.1.   F.   HaCKI  KID, 

.ti'tiiitj   f'iir-Consul. 
MesHrs.  Sankohd  H.  Dole,  .1.  A.  Kin(},  P.  ('.  .Ioms.  an<l  Wii  i  iam  o.  Smith. 

ETecutivv  Council  ol  the  I'rovisiounl  (.„,;  nun,  ut   ,>l    Ihm,,,,     lln„„l,iln 
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HoNOLn.r,  January  IS,  lS!>!i. 
Or.STi.rMiTK:  I  b«Ve  the  honor  to  own  the  r^rolpt  of  ymir  roimimniration  of  yo«- 
tonljiv'n  tljit««,  tojrorhiT  with  ii  ropy  of  i\\v  prrH*l»in!ition  ImmiumI  y«Htir«lay,  infuniiin^ 
iii«<  tli.'it  for  rtMNniiN  Het  forth  \\w  Hawaiian  luonart  liy  Iimh  b«M>n  aliii>;;:it«><l  aii<l  u  firo- 
vihioiial  p»v«TmiitM»t  I'MtaldiMluMi,  ami  io«nioHtinj;  iiu«  to  r«'io;;iii/.«^  thcNuiil  I't'oviMJuiial 
(fo\  friiiiM-Mt,  (111  hcliulf  of  tlic  Spanish  (ioverniutMit.  as  the  I'xistiii;;  de  fat  to  (lovcrii- 
iiiriit  ol  thu  lluwaiiuu  IhUuhIh,  and  to  atVord  to  it  the  moral  Hupport  of  my  (ioveru- 
ini'iit. 

Ill  ri'spoMMe  1  havo  the  honor  to  say  that  I  comply  with  the  ahove  reqiu'st  an«l 
rf«oj;ni/i«  tlu'  Haiil  Provisional  (Jovrrniiu'nt  as  the  (/<■ /</<•/«  (iovuriimunt  of  thi^  H»- 
uuiian  iMJaiulM  within  the  scojk'  of  my  authority. 

I  havr  the  honor  to  he.  ^entletnen.  your  ohe«liont  servant, 

H.  Kknjkh, 
lice-Connul  for  Spain, 
II      -    ^wiojti)  H.  DoLK.  J.  A.  KiNd,  P.  C.  Jonks,  and  W.  ().  Smith, 

r.xtcuiive  Council  of  the  J'rovinional  (iovcrnmeni  of  the  liaicaiian  hlatuli. 


Koxr.L.  SWEXSTA   OCII    WOKSTA    KoNIlTI.ATKT, 

Jlonoliilu,  .lonuartf  IS,  1S9S. 
(iF.NTr.KMKN:  I  havo  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellencies' 
connnnnication  of  .January  17,  informiuir  me  that  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  haw  been 
alin»i;ated  an<l  that  a  i)roviHional  j;overniM«nt  has  In  on  ••stahliHhed  in  Hawaii  for 
reasons  8et  forth  in  a  ]iro(>lamation,  of  which  you  sent  mo  a  copy;  alnuthat  Huch 
l)rovisi(»nal  ji«»vernment  has  l)«*en  ])ro(laimed.  is  now  in  poHHession  of  the  Government 
departmental  buildinji^H,  tho  archives,  and  the  treasnry,  and  is  in  control  of  the  city. 
In  r«j>ly  to  your  reipiestto  recognize  the  Provisional  Govoniuient  andalVord  it  the 
moral  snjiport  of  my  (iov»'rnment,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  do  recognize  it  iw  the  existing 
dc  fado  (iovernment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  that  1  shall  report  to  my  (Jovern- 
nieut  imm(>diately. 

Your  excellencies'  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Schmidt, 

L'onsu}. 


Consulate  of  Thk  Nktheri^ands, 

Honolulu,  January  18,  JS9,^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  commnnication  of  the 
cxecntivo  council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  announc- 
ing the  abrogation  of  tho  Hawaiian  monarchy;  of  your  possession  ol  the  Govern- 
ment departniental  Imildings,  the  archives,  and  tho  treasury,  as  well  as  being  in 
control  of  the  city. 

Adde<l  to  the  above  is  your  request  for  the  oflicial  recognition  of  the  existing  de 
farlo  (Jovernmcnt  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  behalf  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Xetlier- 
lands.  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rejuesent,  and  to  give  you  the  moral  support  of 
my  (iovernment. 

In  rcjdy  I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  gentlemen  of  the  executive  council  that 
I  (ordially  extend  to  them  full  assent  to  their  claim  for  recognition,  and  of  my 
intent i<uj  to  aihl  such  moral  supjtort  as  may  come  within  the  scope  of  my  consular 
authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

.  John  H.  Paty, 

Consul  for  The  Netherlands. 
Messrs.  S.  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  W.  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council,  Hawaiian  Provisional  Government,  etc. 


Eoyal  Danish  Consulate, 

Honolulu,  January  18,  1895. 
Sirs:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yes- 
terday's date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  proclamation  issued  last  evening,  informing  me 
that  for  reasons  set  forth  in  sai<l  proclamation  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  has  been  ab- 
rogated and  a  provisional  g(»vcrnment  established,  which  is  now  in  i)08se8sionof  the 
Government  departmental  buildings,  the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  and  request- 
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ing  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Denmark,  to  recognize  said  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment as  the  de  facto  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  to  accord  to  it  the 
moral  snjjport  of  my  Government. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  hereby  comply  with  the  above  request, 
recognize  the  said  Provisional  Government  as  the  de  facto  Government  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands,  to  the  extent  that  my  authority  will  allow  me  to  act,  pending  a  reply 
from  my  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sirs,  yours,  most  obediently, 

E.  C.  Macfarlank, 
Acting  Vice-Consalfor  iJcnmark. 

Messrs.  Saxford  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  William  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council  of  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Consulate  of  Belgium,  January  IS,  1893. 
Sirs  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
17th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  take  pleasure  to  recognize  the 
Provisional  Government  of  Hawaii,  as  defined  in  the  proclamation  inclosed  in  your 
letter,  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Belgium,  and  I  shall  aflford  to  it  my  moral 
support  as  representative  of  the  country  last  named. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sirs,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Hackfeld, 

Consul, 
Messrs.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  William  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Hauaii,  Honolulu. 


Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  IS,  1S98. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yourc(mmiunicatiou 
of  yesterday's  date,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  yesterday,  in- 
forming me  that  for  reasons  set  forth  tlie  Hawaiian  monarchy  has  been  abrogated 
and  a  provisional  government  established,  and  re(iuesting  me  to  recognize  the  said 
Provisional  Government  on  behalf  of  the  Mexican  Government  as  the  existing  de 
facto  (jovernmeut  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  to  aft'ord  to  it  the  moral  su2)port  of 
my  Govcjrnmcnt. 

In  answer  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  comply  with  the  above  request  and 
recognize  the  said  Provisional  Governnient  as  the  de/ac/o  Government  of  the  llawaiiau 
Islands,  within  the  scope  of  my  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Renjes, 
Consul  for  Mexico. 
lions.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  J.  A.  King,  P.  C.  Jones,  and  W.  O.  Smith, 

Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hauaiian  Islands. 


Consulate  ov  Chile, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  hlandu,  January  IS,  1S9S. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re«eii»t  of  yonr  communication 
of  yesterday's  date,  together  with  a  cojjy  of  the  proclamation  isstUMl  yesterday, 
whereliy  I  am  inform(>d  that  for  reasons  set  forth  tht^  llawaiiaii  monarchy  hiis  b»'ou 
abrogated  and  a  Proviwlonal  (Jovernmrnt  established,  the  sam»>  being  now  in  posses- 
sion of  theCJovernment  departmental  buihlings,  the  anliives,  and  the  treasury,  and 
whereby  you  recpiest  me  to  recognize  the  said  Provisional  Government  as  the  existing 
de  facto  Government  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  Chile  and  allbrd  to  it  the  moral 
support  of  my  (Jovernment. 

in  response  I  have  tln^  iionor  to  say  that   I   comply   with   the   above    request  and 
re<-ogni/e  the  said  Provisional  (iovernnient  as  tlnw/f/'dcM  (Jov«Mnm«'nt  of  the  llaw.iiian 
Islands  so  far  as  my  authority  as  consul  of  (-hih^  nmy  nermit  me  to  act  for   and  on 
Ix^half  of  t  lM^  ( i(>vcrnment  of  the  U'cpublic  of  Chile  in'  tlie  premisi's. 
I  have  tiic  honor  t(t  l>e.  gent  U'lncii,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.    A.    SrHAKlKn, 

Connul  for  t  'hile. 
Hons.  Sanfori*  B.  Dolk,  J.  A.  Ki\(},  P.  C.  .Fonks,  an«l  W.  O.  SMirn, 

Executive  Council  of  tho  Provisional  GovernmeiU  of  the  UanaiiaH  hlande. 
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On  UK  OF  TIIK    TKItrVIAN   CoNHriJ^TK, 

Homo  lulu,  January  JS,  180S. 

t ,  .. .  ,     i   i..*v««  tlio  Imtiiir  lo  arknnwl<»<l|;o  thi?  nTript  of  y«nir  vuIiumI  cora- 

iinii,!.  alum  til  the  ITlli  instant.  inrloMiujr  ii  copy  of  tln«  priM-liiniHtioii  then  iANnisI, 
\\lu  II  III  it  iH  M<t  forth  thiit  th<>  lluwaiian  nionarrhy  haH  hifii  uhrofrattMl  unil  a  I'ro- 

\  ,,,.,m:.I    •;..v-...n,..,,f    .  sf   .l.li.h.-.l. 

^i.:i  '  inl  (iovornnu'nt,  on  tin*  hrhnlf  of  the  Ooverninent  of 

I'.  III.  rniinrnt  of  thu  Huwuiian  iHlandH,  und  to  iitford  it 

thr  in..:...         ,  ,      .  ...        liuMlt. 

1  ha\«-  tlir  liuiioi  (o  t^UiW  111  ifply  that  I  tjiko  plongnn*  in  rnni]»lyinp  with  your  ro- 
<|urHt.  anil  I  hrn'hy  r«'«M>jjni/«'  th«',  Haiil  tiovrrnnn-nt  as  X\\v  dc  facto  (iovrrninunt  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islandn  in  ho  far  iih  my  anthority  in  thir  ]ironiiH«'H  will  permit. 

1  have  the  hon«)r  to  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  Hervant, 

HuLCE  Cartwkhjht, 

Consul  for  I'cru. 

lions.  Sankokd  B.  Dot-k,  J.  A.  Kixo,  P.  C.  Jonfh,  and  Wiixiam  O.  Smith, 
Members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  (lorcrnmrnt 

of  the  Hawaiian  Inlands. 


ClIINKSE   COMMEnCIAL  AOENCY, 

JJonoliilu,  January  Iff,  /S9^. 
OrxTi.r.Mrx:  We  have  the  honor  to  a<l<nowled;;e  the  receipt  of  ycmr  eirrnhir  ht- 
ter  of  the  17th  instant,  coverinj;  a  «'opy  of  the  ]ir<>ehnnation  issued  yesterday  whereby 
yon  iuf(»rjn  us  tliat  tlie  Hawaiian  monarchy  haH  been  abrojjated  and  a  rrovihiimal 
itovernnient  est.iblislie*!,  the  latter  bein;;  now  in  possession  of  the  (iovernnient  <le- 
])artmental  buihlinj;s,  the  archives,  anil  the  treasury,  and  whereby  yon  reijuest  us 
to  reeo^^nize  the  said  Provisional  (iovernnient  on  behalf  of  the  (lovernment  of  the 
Kin]»ire  of  (^hina  as  the  existing;  dr  facto  (iovernment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  und 
to  atVord  to  it  the  moral  support  of  our  Oovernmout. 

In  answer  we  have  the  honor  to  say  that  we  comply  with  your  renuest  and  recoj]f- 
nize  the  said  Provisional  (iovernment  as  the  dc  facto  (Government  of  tne  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands so  far  as  our  authority  as  commercial  aj^ents  of  China  may  allow  us  to  act 
for  and  on  behalf  of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  (iovernnient  in  this  matter. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

(ioo  Kim, 
Chinese  Commercial  Affcnt, 
Wong  Kwai, 
Assistant  Chinese  Commercial  Atjcnt. 

lions.  Sankori)  B.  Dole.  J.  A.  Kivr,,  P.  C.  .Toxkh,  and  William  O.  Smith, 
£xecutive  Council  of  the  rrovixional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


[Inclosure  E.l 
[Credential  letters  of  the  ITawaiiaii  Commissioners.     Printed  post  as  paper  No.  12.] 


[Inclosnre  F.J 
[Commissions  of  the  Hawaiian  commissioners.     Printed  post  as  paper  No.  13.] 


[Inclosuro  G.] 
PROTEST   OF   QUEEN   LILIUOKALAXI. 

I,  Lilinolcalani,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  under  the  constitntion  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Kingdom,  Queen,  do  liereby  solemnly  protest  against  any  and  all  acts  done 
against  myself  and  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  by  cer- 
tain persons  claiming  to  have  establisbed  a  Provisional  Government  of  and  for  this 
Kingdom. 
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That  I  yield  to  the  superior  force  of  the  United  States  of  America,  whose  minister 
plenipotentiary,  his  excellency  John  L.  Stevens,  has  caused  United  States  troops 
to  be  landed  at  Honolulu  and  declared  that  he  would  support  the  said  Provisional 
Government. 

Now,  to  avoid  any  collision  of  armed  forces,  and  perhaps  the  loss  of  life,  I  do  un- 
der this  protest  and  impelled  by  said  force  yield  my  authority  until  such  time  as  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall,  upon  the  facts  being  presented  to  it,  undo 
the  action  of  its  representative  and  reinstate  me  in  the  authority  which  I  claim  as 
the  constitutional  sovereign  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Done  at  Honolulu  the  17th  day  of  January  A.  D.;  1893. 

LiLIUOKALANI   R. 

Samuel  Parker, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
AVm.  H.  Cromwell, 

Mi  n  is  ter  of  Fi »  a  »  ce. 
JNO.  F.  COLIUIRX, 

Minister  of  the  Interior. 
A.  P.  Peterson, 

Attorney-General. 
S.  B.  Dole,  esq.,  and  others, 

Comimsing  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

(Indorsed:)  Received  by  the  hands  of  the  late  cabinet  this  17th  day  of  January, 
A.  D,  1893.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  chairman  of  executive  council  of  Provisional  Govern- 
ment. 


No.  12. 


CredenUal  letters  of  the  Hawaiian  Commissioners,  exhibited  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  February  4,  1893. 

Sauford  B.  Dole,  president  of  the  executive  and  advisory  councils  ot 
the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  His  Excel- 
lency Benjamin  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Great  and  Good  Friend:  Keposing  special  trust  in  the  wivsdom, 
integrity,  and  ability  of  the  Hon.  Lorrin  A.  Thurston,  one  of  our  dis- 
tinguish(Ml  citizens,  we  have  appointed  and  do  hereby  constitute  and 
ai>point  him  to  be  a  Special  Co7Hmi.s.sioner  of  the  Provisional  (l(»vern- 
ment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  confer 
with  yonr  excellency,  or  your  successors  in  ollice,  or  with  any  ])roperly 
conatitnted  and  appointed  ])ers()ns  and  authorities  of  the  United  States 
Government,  to  negotiate  and  agree  ui)on  the  terms  of  a  union  of  the 
Provisional  (iovernment  of  tlie  Hawaiian  Islands  and  tl»e  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  to  negotiate  the  terms  upon  which 
such  union  may  be  made. 

He  is  well  infornied  of  the  relative  interests  of  thetwo  conntries,  and 
of  our  earnest  desire  to  fui  ther  strengthen  and  cement  the  bonds  that 
now  exist  Ix'tween  us,  and  from  a  knowledge  ofliis  lidebty,  probity,  and 
go()<l  eonduc^t,  we  liave  entire  eonfulence  tliat  he  will  render  himself 
ac(;eptabletoyonr  excell(Micy  and  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States 
Government  by  his  constant  endeavors  to  advance  nu^asures  for  the 
mntiial  benefit  of  both  conntries. 

We,  therelbie  desin^  that  your  excellency  will  receive  him  favorably, 
and  give  lull  credence  to  what  he  may  say  as  the  **(/ommissioner  of  the 
Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,"  and,  most  of  all, 
wIuMi  h<^  shall  assnre  yoni'  excellency  of  tlu'  earnest  wish  and  tlesiie  of 
our  Provisional  Government  forcloser  and  mon*  intinmte  relationstlmn 
those  now  existing  and  of  our  abiding  faith  in  the  continued  friendship 
of  the  great  nation  over  which  your  <*\celleiM'y  so  ably  |)resides. 
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Wo  pray  ChkI  to  liavt*  your  t'xci'lh'iicy  evtT  in  His  sali'  and  holy 
k(M*pin;:. 

\N  rittvn  at  thi'  (jovornnient  honst*,  at  Honolulu,  this  «'i;:ht4'enth  day 
of  January,  in  th««  year  of  our  Lonl  eijjhtecn  hundr«Mi  and  ninety-three. 

Sani'oiji)  H.  Dom:, 
Presidrnt  of  the  Ejrccutire  and  Advisttri/  Counviljiof  the 

Proviftional  (rocennncnt  of  the  Uaivaiian  Inlands. 
By  the  President : 
J.  A.  KiN(;, 

Minister  of  the  Interior^ 
P.  C.  Jones, 

M  i  n  is  t  er  o  f  Fi  n  a  n  Cf , 
William  ().  Smu  h, 

Attornri/  Gtmrdl, 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional  Government 

of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 

(Similar  letters  of  erediMice  were  delivered  by  the  other  Commission- 
ers, Messrs.  W.  C.  Wilder,  William  K.  Castle,  C.  L.  Carter,  and  Joseph 
Maisden.) 


No.  13. 


Commissions  of  the  Hawaiian  special  commissioners^  exhibited  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  February  3,  1S93. 

Sanfonl  1'.  Dohs  president  of  the  executive  and  advisory  ecmncils  of 
the  Provisional  (loveinment  of  the  Ilawaiian  Islands,  to Uou.  Lorriu 
A.  Thurston,  f^'t'f'tinf?: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  the  exeeutive  council  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, reposinor  sjiecial  trust  and  contideiice  in  your  wisdom,  intefj^rity, 
and  fidelity,  have  constitut<'d  and  appointed  you,  and  do  by  these  ])re8- 
ents  hereby  c(uistitute  and  appoint  you  a  special  commissioner  to  the 
President  of  the  I'nited  8tat4's  to  negotiate  with  him,  or  another  or 
others  who  may  be  ai)pointed  by  him,  certain  matters  detailed  to  you 
in  your  letter  of  instructions  issued  to  you  by  said  council,  and  to  faith- 
fully disrharjre  and  perform  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  said  office 
under  said  instructions;  and  all  persons  are  hereby  commanded  to  re- 
spect this,  y(>ur  authority. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  the  seal  of 
the  Provisional  (Government  of  the  Ilawaiian   Islands,  in   Honolulu, 
this  eighteenth   day   of  January,   one   thousand   eight   hundred   and 
ninety-three. 
[seal.]  SA^'I•OKD  13.  Dole, 

president. 
By  the  President: 
J.  A.  King, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
P.  C.  Jones, 

Minister  of  Fi  nance  ^ 
WiLLiA3r  ().  Smith, 

Attorney-  (icneral^ 
Executive  Council  of  the  Provisional 

Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
(The  text  of  thp  commissions  of  Messrs.  Castle,  Wilder,  Carter,  and 
Marsden  read  the  same,  mutatio  nominis.) 
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Ko.  14. 
The  Haivaiian  special  commissioners  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  4,  1893.  (Received  February  4.) 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  statement  this  day  made  by  you  to  us 
that,  by  order  of  the  President,  you  had  confirmed  the  recognition  of 
the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  already  extended 
to  such  Provisional  Government  by  his  excellency  John  L.  Stevens, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America  at  Hawaii;  and  in  accordance  with  your  further  statement, 
then  made,  that  you  accepted  the  credentials  presented  by  us  as  special 
commissioners  from  the  said  Provisional  Governmentto  tlie  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty 
between  the  said  two  governments  by  the  terms  of  wliich  full  and  com- 
plete political  union  nmy  be  secured  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  that  you  are  now  prepared  to 
receive  from  us  as  such  commissioners  proposals  in  connection  with  the 
formation  of  such  treaty  for  your  consideration,  we  have  the  honor  to 
state  tliat,  althougli  we  are  invested  by  our  Government  with  full  dis- 
cretionary i)0\vcr  as  to  the  terms  of  such  treaty,  subject  to  its  linal  rat- 
ification, it  is  the  desire  of  our  Government  that  certain  terms  and  con- 
ditions shall  be  incorporated  in  such  treaty,  and  we  hereby  submit  to 
you  a  general  outline  of  such  terms  and  conditions,  viz: 

(1)  Tiiat  such  treaty  may  secure  full,  complete,  and  perpetual 
political  union  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian 
Islands. 

(2)  That  the  form  of  local  government  to  be  established  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  shall  be  substantially  the  form  now  existing  in  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  with  such  modifications,  restrictions,  and 
changes  therein  as  the  exigenc'ies  of  the  existing  circumstances  may 
recpiire  and  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed  uj)ou. 

(3)  That  all  appointments  to  oHice  iu  the  Hawaiian  Islands  shall 
be  made  from  among  persons  who  have  lived  in  said  islands  for  a  term 
of  not  less  than  five  years. 

(4)  That  the  payment  of  the  Hawaiian  national  debt,  including 
the  amounts  due  by  the  Government  to  depositors  in  the  Hawaiian 
Postal  Savings  Hank  shall  be  assumed  by  the  Government  of  the  Pnited 
States  of  America. 

(5)  That  the  lands  located  at  the  said  Hawaiian  Islands  heretofore 
known  as  government  lands  and  crown  lands  and  all  other  government 
projxMty,  :iinl  all  fhe  proceeds  thereof  and  receipts  therefrom  shall 
continne  to  be  tin;  i)i()perty  of  the  local  government  of  the  said  islands, 
under  wluitever  form  it  may  be  established,  and  all  the  ])roceeds  thereof 
devoted  to  the  i)ur|)oses  and  uses  of  such  h)cal  government. 

(0)  That  within  a  given  period,  say  one  year,  or  such  other  i>erio(l  as 
may  be  mntnally  agreed  npon,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America  shall  lay  and  thereafter  maintain  a  telegraj)hie  cable  between 
the  i*aci  lie  coast  of  tliesaid  United  States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian 
Islands. 

(7)  That  the  United  States  Government  shall,  so  soon  as  is  reasona- 
bly practicai)le,  open  tlu^  entrance  to  Pearl  Ilaibor  and  estai)lish  a 
coaling  and  naval  station  adjacent  thereto. 

(S)  That  articles,  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
shall  in  all  respects  be  treated  and  considered  as  products  of  the  United 
States. 
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([))  That  tlio  KiiittMl  State's  laws  now  or  licifaftrr  to  1m'  t'liforrod  in 
thf  l'iiit«Ml  States  of  Aiiicrira  sliall  imt  1m*  takm  to  proliil)it  at  any 
time  the  iiitnuliu'tioii  into  tlie  Hawaiian  Islands  of  lahnicis  who  may 
Ih»  intnKliirtMl  4»\<lusively  lor  tin*  purpose  of  aLrritiiltural  labor  and 
<lonH*stie  service,  and  who  by  appropriate  lej^i^^hition  shall  be  eonfined 
to  8neh  entploynuMit  and  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

(lt»)  That  lontraets  for  labor  undei  the  Hawaiian  labor-contrnet  hnvs 
in>w  existin;:.  or  which  shall  be  entered  into  prior  to  the  ]»ronnd;jation 
of  notice  of  the  final  ratitication  of  such  treaty,  shall  not  be  a))ro;;ated, 
but  shall  <ontinne  in  fon*e  to  the  «'nd  of  tin*  several  terms  thereof. 
Tiiat  with  the  exception  of  such  labor  contracts  no  labor  contracts 
shall  liereaftiM-  be  i)enally  enforcible. 

(II)  That  all  laws  and  the  system  of  criminal  and  civil  jurisprudence 
in  force  at  the  Hawaii;in  Islands  at  the  date  of  the  ratitication  of  such 
tn*aty,  whicli  are  not  si>ecilically  aln();4:ati'(l  or  moditied  by  the  terms 
of  such  treaty,  or  wliicli  are  not  in<<)nsistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Tnited  States,  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  same  are  rejj^ularly 
reiM'ale<l  liy  the  appropriate  authority. 

(I-)  That   ai)prn|Miate   financial   provision  be  nmde  for  the  sui)port 
(dthe  ex  Queen   Liliuokalani  ;ind  the  ex-heir  presnm]»tive  Kainloni  as 
lon;,^  as  they  shall  in  j^^ood  faith  sul)mit  to  the  authority  and  abide  by 
the  laws  of  the  «rovernmenl  established  by  virtue  of  this  treaty. 
We  have,  etc., 

L.  A.  Thurston, 
W.  (3.  Wilder, 
»T.  Mausdkn, 
Wm.  K.  Castle, 
Charles  L.  Carter, 
Sj)ccial  Commissioners  of  the  Provisifnial  Government 

of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


No.  15. 


The   Commissioners   of  the   Hawaiian    Provisional    Government   to  ^fr. 

Foster. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruarj/ 11,  1803.    (RecVl  Feb.  11.) 
Sir:  The  ex-C^ueen  (d"  Hawaii.  Liliuokalani,  liaving  sent  to  the  IMes- 
ident  of  the  United  States  a  i)rotest  a^^iinst  the  actitmof  the  Hawaiian 
IM'ovisional  (lovernment,  we  beg  to  make  a  brief  reply  to  the  state- 
ments contained  in  such  protest. 

The  protest  sets  forth  as  the  two  nniin  ♦(rfmnds  of  comjdaint  tlie  fact 
that  certain  of  her  subjects  Innl  revolted  a«;ainst  her,  aided  l)y  United 
States  troojjs.  and,  secondly,  thatthe  rrovisu)nal  (xovernment  had  char- 
tered the  only  availa])le  steamer  at  Honolulu,  u])on  whicli  they  had 
sent  commissioners  to  Washingtor  and  had  refusc'd  to  allow  a  rei)re- 
sentative  from  the  (^ueen  to  come  forward  by  the  same  steamer. 

Before  replying  to  these  two  statements  we  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  i)rotest  entirely  suppresses  the  tact  that  the  Queen  herself  had 
been  guilty  of  an  illegal  act;  that  she  had  herself  initiated  violence, 
and  that  the  action  taken  by  the  subjects  who  had,  as  she  says,  revolted 
against  her  was  in  resistance  to  her  own  attempted  subversion  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  land.    As  the  fact  that  she  did  make  .such 
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an  attempt  with  tlireats  against  lier  legal  advisers,  and  with  a  show 
and  preparation,  is  not  denied  by  the  Queen  or  anyone  on  her  behalf, 
we  submit  tliat  the  omission  of  any  reference  to  such  undoubted  facts, 
so  radically  essential  to  a  proi)er  understanding  of  the  matter,  properly 
tends  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  Queen's  statements. 

In  reply  to  the  charge  that  United  States  troops  assisted  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  uKmarchy,  we  deny  the  statement  most  emphatically. 

A  brief  recital  of  the  facts,  without  argument  on  our  part,  is  amply 
sufficient  to  show  the  incorrectness  of  the  charge  made. 

Such  facts  are  briefly  these  : 

First.  At  the  time  of  the  initiation  of  the  trouble  by  the  attempt  of 
the  Queen  to  submit  the  constitution  and  promulgate  a  new  one,  the 
American  minister  and  the  American  ship-of-war  Boston  were  both  ab- 
sent irom  Honolulu  and  had  been  for  ten  days  previously  thereto. 

Second.  The  first  exhibition  of  force  was  made  by  the  Queen  on  Sat- 
urday, the  14th  of  January,  by  the  public  parading  of  the  entire  mili- 
tary force,  armed  with  repeating  rifles  and  carrying  a  full  supply  of  ball 
cartridges.  The  members  of  the  police  department  were  also  armed. 
In  addition  thereto  there  were  located  at  the  palace  and  barracks  and 
the  police  station  an  additional  body  of  armed  men  to  the  number  of 
.540  according  to  their  own  statement.  This  additional  body  of  armed 
men  was  not  authorized  by  law  and  was  assembled  contrary  to  a 
specific  law  of  the  Kingdom. 

Third.  The  first  call  to  arms  in  opposition  to  the  Queen  was  issued 
by  the  cabinet  on  the  afternoon  of  January  14. 

Fourth.  Although  on  Saturday,  the  14th,  Sunday,  the  loth,  and 
Monday,  the  Kith,  the  most  intense  feelings  of  hostility  weiie  publicly 
manifested  between  the  adherents  of  the  (»»ueen  on  the  (me  hand  and 
the  promoters  of  the  movement  for  tlie  establishment  of  a  Provisional 
(lovernment  on  the  otlier,  with  every  indication  of  an  armed  conflict 
whi(;li  might  be  [uecipitated  at  any  moment,  it  was  not  until  5  o'clock 
on  Monday  afternoon,  the  ICth  of  January,  after  the  request  had  been 
made  to  the  American  minister  by  many  American  citizens,  that  the 
United  States  troo])s  were  landed. 

Fifth.  U])on  landing,  a  guard  was  posted  at  the  American  consulate 
and  legation,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  (pmrtered  that 
night  in  a  public  liall  liired  for  that  purjyose.  Up  to  the  time  tlie  com- 
missioners U'il  Honolulu  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  liMli  of 
January,  all  of  the  American  troops  had  remained  u])on  the  jnemises 
where  they  were  respectively  located.  No  demonstration  was  made  by 
the  troops  in  any  manner  whatever.  The  uniform  of  the  United  States 
was  not  se(Mi  ui)()n  tlie.  streets,  excej)t  uimn  the  i)ersons  of  the  indi 
vidnal  oHIchms  passing  iM'tweon  the  points  at  which  troops  were  located 
in  th(,'  execntion  of  their  own  business. 

Sixtli.  At  the  time  the  Provisional  (Government  took  possession  of  the 
(jiovernment  buildings,  no  American  troo])s  or  ollicers  were  i)resent  or 
took  part  in  sn<'h  prorerdings  in  any  manner  whatever.  Xo  j)nblic 
recognitiofi  was  accorded  tlii^  Provisional  (Jovrrnment  by  the  American 
minister  until  they  were  in  possession  of  the  (Jovernment  buildings, 
the  archives,  and  the  treasury,  supjuuti'd  by  several  hundred  armed 
men,  and  alter  the  abdication  by  the  Queen  and  the  surrender  to  tlie 
11'ovisional  (Jovernment  other  forces. 

it  is  s!ihmitt<'d  that  the  foregoing  fttatemont  of  facts  amply  meets 
the  charg(^  made  by  tho(>)ueen  that  American  trooi)s coerced  her  action 
i]i  abdication. 

in  reply  to  the  second  statement  of  tlie  Queen,  that  the  Provisional 
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(iovoriimciit  t<w>k  tlir  «uily  vt'ssol  availabk*  to  iro  in  San  rianciHco  am! 
n'fus«'<l  t<»  allow  lirr  n'i>r«'S(Mitativi'  to  I'oiiu*  to  San  Fiancisjo  tlnTcon, 
we  U'ji:  to  statv  that  tlir  rliai^t*  is  <Mitin*ly  incoin'ct. 

Ah  a  niattiT  «»t  r:Ht.  tlir  Intrr  Islaii<l  llcrt  of  steamers  consists  of 
twenty  vessels,  all  of  wliidi,  witii  two  rxieptions,  were  huilf  abroad 
an«l  navipited  to  tlir  islands.  Of  sm-li  vessels  at  Irast  ten  an*  as  fidly 
capable  <»f  makin;:  the  trip  t<»  San  Franeiseo  as  was  the  vessel  chart«'red 
and  disjKitthtMl  by  the  Provisional  Cioveriiinent. 

As  the  Provisional  <'iovriiiment  liad  allowed  a  mail  to  be  sent  by  the 
ehaiicred  st«*anier.  they  did  not  consider  that  then'  was  any  reason  tor 
financially  assistin;r  the  (^ueen  in  forwarding:  to  Washinj^ton  an  aj^eiit 
hostile  to  the  (lovennnent  and  its  objects.  So  far  as  is  known  to  the 
<*ommissi<»ncrs,  theie  is  no  reason  why  the  (^)iieen  should  not  have 
chartered  a  steamer  at  Honolulu  and  forwarded  an  a^jfcnt  to  San  l-'ran 
cis<*o  thereon  if  she  had  «lesired  so  to  do.  ('ertainly  there  was  nothin;; 
done  by  the  Provisional  (loNcinment  to  j)rev(Mit  her  (bdngf  so. 
VVith  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration,  etc., 

L.  A.  TiniJSToN, 
W .  C.  Wilder, 
\Vm.  N.  Castlk, 
,}.  Marsdkn, 

ClIAKLKS    L.   OARTEU, 

Commissi(Hi('r.s  of  the  Ilatraiian  riociaionul  (Joccnimcnt. 


Ko.  IG. 

2Ir.  Carter  to  Mr.  Foster, 

WASniNGTON,  D.  C, 
Fvhrunry  11, 1803.  (Received  February  11,  1803.) 
Sir:  Tn  response  to  your  request  for  information  on  the  subjects  of 
the  resources  of  tln^  ex  (^ueeii  and  the  Princess  Ivauilani,  the  ])iiblic 
lands,  and  the  islands  and  dependencies  of  the  Hawaiians.  the' inclosed 
statements  hav<'  been  pre))ared  from  such  sources  of  information  as 
were  available  to  the  commission,  and  are  submitted  for  the  use  of  your 
Department. 

Willi  assurance  of  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

Charles  L.  Carter. 


[Inclosuro  1.] 

RKSOURCKS  OF   TUK   QUEEN   AND   PRINCESS   KAIULANT. 

The  Quern. — 'Vhv  private  recourses  of  th«'  ex-Queen  are  not  definitely  knr,-.v,i, 
further  than  tliat  she  has  some  valuable  lands,  jtroductive  and  unproduo- 
tive,  and  tliat  she  was  tlie  sole  devisee  ot'  her  late  husband,  John  O. 
Donnnis,  whose    estate   was  appraised    at  $20,000  in  the  probate  court; 

])n)ltably  her  private  income  is  in  the  neijjhborhood.  per  annum,  of $5,000 

The  piiblie  supplies  for  tiie  sovereign  for  the  current  biennial  period  ending 
March.  ISIU,  were  as  follows: 

Her  Majesty's  privy  purse 33.  332 

Her  Majesty's  household  expenses .10,  (XX) 

State  eutertaiuDieuts 4,  000 
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The  Crown  lands. — The  agent  of  the  coinniissioners  of  Crown  lands  informed 
Mr.  Carter  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  net  revenue  was  between  $55,000 

and  $60,000 ;  gross  revenue,  estimated $60,  000 

No  accounts  are  kept  available  to  the  public. 

The  ex-Qiieen  was  born  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1838,  and  is  now  in 

her  Hfty-fourtli  year. 

The  Princess  Kaiulani  (born  October  16,  1875,  and  now  in  her  eighteenth 
year). — The  accounts  of  the  guardian  of  this  lady,  filed  annually  in  the  ])ro- 
bate  court,  to  the  best  recollection  of  the  commissioners,  show  an  annual 

income  from  private  sources  of 4, 000 

The  public  su])plies  api>ropriated  for  the  current  biennial  period  were: 

Direct  allowauce 10,  000 

Traveling  expenses 4,  000 


[Inclosure  2.] 


STATEMENT   OF    PUBLIC    LANDS. 


Croicn  lands. — These  lands  are  those  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the  royal 
state  of  Hawaiian  sovereigns.  They  have  been  the  subject  of  legislation  from  time 
to  time.  Three  commissioners  are  empowered  to  lease  them  for  terms  not  to  exceed 
thirty  years.     The  net  revenue  is  paid  to  the  sovereign. 

These  lands  are  situated  on  all  of  the  main  islands  and  comprise  some  of  the 
finest  tracts  in  the  country.  Total  area,  876,000  acres.  (See  Report  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  1890,  p.  293.) 

Government  lands. — These  lands  were  set  apart  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expense  of 
maintaining  organized  government.  They  have  been  in  the  care  of  the  minister  of 
the  interior,  8ubje(;t  to  sale  or  lease  at  his  discretion,  with  ('hecks  providing  for 
publicity,  due  notice  of  disposal,  etc.     Total  area,  875,500  acres. 

School  lands. — These  were  sot  apart  for  industrial  purjjoses,  and  were  for  the  greater 
part  8uj>plaiited  by  Government  bonds,  as  set  forth  in  note  to  statement  of  public 
debt.  There  remain  about  200  school  sites  of  from  one-fourth  of  an  acre  to  5  acres, 
and  two  tracts  of  about  2,000  acres. 


[Inclosure  3.] 
The  ITawaiian  Islands  and  dependencies. 


Name. 

An 

a. 

ropulatiou, 
1890. 

Hawaii 

4,210 
760 
600 
r)90 
270 
150 
07 

m 

Not  surveyed. 

26.754 
17, 3r>7 
11  1*U 

Maui 

Oaliu 

Kiiuai 

r 

Molokai ! 

2.  «;{'.> 

174 
216 

Niiliaii 

K.'ilioolawo 

Nominal 

NilK.aorninl  iHlaml 

Ik) 

J()Imih«»U8  or  CornwalliH 

l>o 

NiMk.lH 

....do.. 
do  . . 

Do. 

Fn-nrli  FiiRatoSIioalH.... 

Ikt 

]{i«.l lnTM  Kirl' 

do 

IV, 

(Janli'ii  iMliUiiI 

.   .  do    . 

Do 

AllruH  \Wv\- •   .    _.. 

do 

]),, 

LaxHauH  I.slitiid 

do 

It.i 

LiMiaiiMkv  iMlaiid 

..do      .   . 

1>(> 

JMiihultljthlaor  Hunkers  . 

do 

l)(i 

I'eiirl  or  lli'iiiu)^  Ki^el"  .... 

Urooka  iHlaiid) 

do 

IKi 

Mi.ldlr  IhI.iimI  (Midway  or 

do 

I)o 

Ocean  iMlaini   

....do 

1>«. 

I'uluiyni  Ihlautl 

..do       

l)o 

And  all  uutlyiug  and  udjoiuitig  roofs,  atulls,  islolH,  and  unnaiuod  ialutids. 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  Tniri/  to  Mr.  Foster. 

>'avv  1 )  r.r  a  ktmknt, 
Waxhitiffton^  February  lly  1893.     (Kerrivcd  Kelniuiry  11.) 
Sir:  I  have  tin*  honor  to  transmit  for  your  inlorniation  a  cony  of  a 
transhitiou  of  a  cipher  (iisj)at<'h  received  this  date  from  the  eominand 
iiig  ollirer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Boston^  at  Jionoluhi,  Hawaii. 


Very  respectfully, 


B.  F.  Tracv, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[Inclonnr©— tel«»j;min.] 

Vr,  Jfiltue  to  Mr.  Tracy. 

lIoNoi.i  i.r,  ivbruarii  1,  lSfK3.  (San  rranriKro,  Cal.,  IVhrimry  10.) 
Cnpt.  Wilt8p  n'j)ortH  that  no  rhanj^o  has  oc<nrr(Ml  in  the  Rituution  and  that  nnlil 
the  Government  of  Hawaii  cxpresHos  a  desire  bo  have  the  fore ch  withdrawn,  and  the 
ininiHter  approves  such  desire  a  battalion  will  he  kept  iishore  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  and  ]»roperty  of  eitizens  of  tlie  Ihiited  States  in  the  island;  he  reports  the 
projjress  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  which  is  daily  gaining  jjronnd  and  has  or- 
>raiiized  forces;  he  announces  that  the  minister  plenijiotentiary  of  the  United  States 
]dace<l  the  Government  of  Hawaii  under  the  protection  of  the  Uuite«l  States,  during 
negotiations  not  interfering  with  the  execution  of  jiublic  affairs,  on  this  day  at  9  a. 
m.  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Hawaii,  antl 
8ay8  that  he  haa  sent  telegrams  of  the  minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 


N(».  IS. 

Mr.  Fitstcr  to  Mr.  iSterens. 

Department  of  State, 
Wa,shini/t<fU,  February  IJ,  1803. 
Sir:  Your  ciplier  telo<;ram,  dated  the  1st  instant,  and  transmitted 
tlirow^li  the  Navy  Department's  good  offices,  was  received  here  at  4:30 
p.  m.  on  the  Dth  instant. 

You  therein  make  the  following  important  statement: 

To-«lay,  at  1>  a.  m..  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Provisi«mal  Government 
of  Hawaii,  I  liave  placed  government  of  Hawaii  under  the  United  States  protection 
during  negotiations,  not  interfering  with  the  execution  of  publi(;  artairs. 

The  i)recise  cliaracter  and  scope  of  tlie  act  thus  announ(!ed  by  you  do 
not  ai)i)ear  from  tliis  brief  recital.  The  press,  however,  prints  full  de- 
tails of  the  occurrences  of  the  Ist  instant,  as  telegra]>hed  from  San 
Francisco  on  the  arrival  of  the  mail  ii,W-<imi'Y  Australia  at  that  port  on  the 
morning  of  the  !)t]i,  and  I  therein  find  what  purports,  with  ai)pearance 
of  general  correctness,  to  be  the  text  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  you 
on  the  1st  instant,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Hy  authority  to  the  Hawaiian  peo])le: 

At  the  recjuest  of  the  Provisional  (Jovernment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  I  hereby, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  assume  protection  of  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands for  the  protection  of  life  an<l  property,  and  occupation  of  the  i)ublic  buiUUngs 


ANXEXATION   TREATY   WITH    THE    HAWAHAN   ISLANDS.  45 

and  Hawaiian  soil,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  speellied,  but  not  in- 
terfcrin<;  with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  by  the  Provi.sional  Government. 
This  action  is  taken  pending  and  subject  to  negotiations  at  Washington. 

John  L.  Stkvens, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  ^States. 
United  States  Legation,  February  1,  1893. 

Approved  and  executed  by  C.  C.  Wiltse,  captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
S.  Boston. 

The  manner  and  degree  of  the  execution  of  your  proclamation  by 
the  naval  force  are  not  related  with  particularity  in  a  brief  telegraphic 
report  just  received  from  Oapt.  Wiltse.    He  merely  says : 

To-day  at  9  a.  m.  in  accordance  with  request  of  Provisional  Government  of  Ha- 
waii, the  United  States  minister  plenipotentiary  placed  the  Government  of  Hawaii 
under  United  States  protection,  during  negotiations,  not  interfering  with  the  execu- 
tion of  public  afl'airs. 

It  appears  from  the  press  reports  that  the  ceremonial  for  the  execu- 
tion of  your  orders  consisted  in  the  landing  of  a  battalion  from  the 
Boston.^  its  formation  at  the  Government  building  in  concert  with  three 
volunteer  companies  of  the  Provisional  Government,  the  reading  of 
your  proclamation  by  Lieut.  Rush,  and  the  hoisting  of  the  United 
States  flag  over  the  Government  building.  The  Hawaiian  flag  on  other 
I)ublic  buildings  in  Hcmolulu  is  stated  not  to  have  been  disturbed. 

The  phraseology  of  your  i)roclamation  in  announcing  your  action  in 
assumption  of  protection  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  would  appear  to  be  tantamount  to  the  assumption  of  a 
protectorate  over  those  islands  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  with  all 
the  rights  and  obligations  which  the  term  imjdies.  To  this  extent  it 
goes  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  situation  and  the  instructions  here- 
tofore given  you. 

Your  existing  instructions,  and  those  under  which  the  commanders 
of  naval  vessels  of  the  United  States  acted,  were  and  are  ample  to  pro- 
vide all  legitimate  material  protection  in  case  of  need,  either  in  your 
discretion  or  at  the  request  of  the  duly  constituted  authorities  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  for  the  lives  and  pioperty  of  American  citizens  en- 
dangered or  menaced,  or  for  the  prevention  of  lawless  and  tumultuous 
acts  of  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  and  safety.  The  accordance  of 
such  measures  of  protection,  or  the  unsolicited  taking  of  the  needful 
precautions  to  those  ends  is,  however,  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
establishment  of  a  protectorate,  which  is  in  fact  the  positive  erection  of 
a  paramount  authority  over  or  in  i)lace  of  the  duly  constituted  h)cal 
government,  and  the  assumption,  by  the  protector,  of  the  especial  re- 
sponsibilities attached  to  such  formal  protection. 

It  is  not  thought  probwble  that  the  Provisional  (lovernment  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  in  soliciting  protection,  cont(Mn])lated  more  than  the 
cooperation  of  the  moral  jind  material  forces  of  the  United  States  to 
strengthen  its  own  authority  and  p(>\ver,  as  a  recognized  sovereign  Gov- 
ernnu'nt,  for  tlic.  i)rotection  of  life  and  |>r()i>erty,  as  stated  in  your  proc 
laination.  Such  a  decrees  of  ])rote('tion  you  were,  as  I  havc^  sanl, 
already  fully  competent  to  accord,  or  to  exercise  in  your  discretion,  in 
case  of  need. 

Vour  proclamation  exi)resses  no  reservation  as  to  conlirmation  of  your 
action  by  tlu^  Government  of  the  United  States.  Its  provisos  arc, that 
tlu'  assumed  fiinctioii  of  protect  ion  is  to  be  exercised  so  far  a^  may  i)e 
necessary  for  the  sjMMilied  puipose  «»f  |)rote«'ling  life  and  property,  \\'\\\\' 
out  int(uler(MU'(^  with  the  administration  of  public  all'airs  by  the  Provis- 
ional Government,  and  that  the  action  in  tiuestiou ''is  taken  i>eiuling 
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and  siibjivt  to  nojjotiatioiis  at  WaHliiii^jton.*'  Tlioso  qnalillcations  are 
©ntirt'ly  in  tin*  liiu'  of  my  views  of  the  sc<)i>o  ami  intent  ot*  the  requej<t 
ma<le  to  ynu  l>y  the  I'lovisional  (loNi'rnment  <jf  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Th«' oiiiissitni  of  relereiice  to  the  necessary  sanction  of  ilie  (H»v«Tnnient 
of  till'  I'nited  States  is  immaterial,  for  its  fnnction  of  revision  and  eon- 
tirnnition  or  disavowal  of  the  actM  of  its  agents  is  inliereutand  exercis- 
able at  its  discretion.. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  your  action  ann>nnts  to  a<*cordintr,  at  the  re(|ueat 
of  the  lir  facto  soverei^^n  (lovernment  ol'  tlu'  Hawaiian  Islands,  the  co- 
operation of  the  moral  and  nmteiial  forces  of  the  I'nited  States  for  the 
l)rot4'ctionof  life  and  property  from  apprehended  disorders,  yonr  a<'tion 
is  commended.  IJnt  so  far  as  it  nniy  appear  to  overstep  that  limit  by 
setting;  the  anthority  and  ]M»werof  the  United  States  above  that  of  the 
(iovernment  of  th«'  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  the  capacity  of  protector,  or 
to  impair  in  anyway  the  indej>en<lent  soverei«;iity  of  the  Hawaiian 
(iovernment  by  snbstitutin^T  the  lla^'  and  power  of  the  I'nited  States 
as  the  symbol  and  manifestation  of  jjaramount  anthority,  it  is  dis- 
avowed. 

Instnietiona  >vill  be  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  confirming:  and  renewing 
the  iiisti  actions  heretofore  j;iven  them  nnder  which  they  are  anthorized 
and  diiect4Ml  to  coiijxMate  with  yon  for  the  jireservation  of  American 
life  and  pnqierty,  and  the  maintenance  (»f  good  order  in  case  of  need. 
Yonr  t>wn  instrnctions  in  the  san»e  sense  are  continned. 

\on  are  accordingly  antlMui/cd.  npon  the  re<'eipt  of  these  instrnc- 
tions. to  arrange  with  the  commanding  naval  ollicer  for  the  continnt»d 
presence  on  shore  of  smh  marine  force  as  may  be  i>racticable  and 
retpiisite  for  the  secnrity  of  the  lives  and  i)roperty  interests  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  repression  of  lawlessness  and  jmblic  dis- 
turbance threatening  them,  whenever  in  your  Jndgment  it  shall  be  nec- 
essary so  to  do,  or  when  such  c<i(>perative  measures  may  be  sought  for 
good  cause  by  the  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  islands;  being,  how- 
ever, always  careful  to  make  due  discrimination  between  those  func- 
tions of  v<iluntary  or  accorded  ])rote(!tion  and  the  assumption  of  a  pro- 
tectorate over  the  Hawaiian  Islands  by  the  United  States.  No  step 
should  be  taken  by  you,  or  will  be  sanctioned  by  this  Government, 
which  might  tend  to  derogate  in  anyway  from  the  independence  of  the 
Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  which  the  United  States  have 
recognized  as  sovereign  and  with  which  they  treat  on  terms  of  sover- 
eign equality. 

A  telegraphic  instruction  briefly  outlining  the  substance  of  this  dis- 
patch,  will    be  sent  to  you,  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  by  the  mail 
steamer  sailing  from  that  port  on  the  loth  instant. 
1  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  W.  Foster. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  Stevem  to  Mr.  Foster, 

No.  82.1  United  States  Legation, 

HimoJuhi.  Fchvuarii  1.  1SU3.     (Keceived  February  14,  o  ]>.  m.) 
Sir:  Everything  is  moving  on  here  quietly.     The  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment is  discharging  its  responsibilities  with  firmness,  discretion, 
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and  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  magnanimity.  The  annexation 
sentiment  has  constantly  increased  since  tlie  departure  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Wasliington,  and  with  healthful  earnestness  is  taking 
possession  of  all  classes.  Nearly  all  the  Germans,  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  respectable  and  responsible  English,  and  almost  the  entire 
Portuguese  population  are  warmly  for  annexation.  This  inclination  of 
the  Portuguese  is  quite  important,  for  they  number  seven  or  eight  thou- 
sand, and  are  among  the  most  industrious  and  saving. 

As  to  terms  of  annexation  I  still  adhere  firmly  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  my  dispatch  74,  that  the  sugar  bounty  to  be  i)aid  to  the 
Hawaiian  sugar  planters  should  be  limited  to  0  mills  per  pound,  $12 
per  ton,  so  long  and  only  so  long  as  the  United  States  bounty  system 
shall  be  maintained.  To  the  objection  that  this  allows  only  $12  per 
ton  on  Hawaiian  sugar,  while  the  Hawaiian  xdanters  get  twice  the 
amount  per  acre  that  the  Louisiana  planters  do,  on  the  average,  and 
as  1  said  in  my  dispatch  74,  the  consensus  of  opinion  among  the  lead- 
ing planters  here,  obtained  by  me  five  or  six  months  since,  was  and  is 
that  $12  per  ton  bounty  will  place  all  the  Hawaiian  plantations  worth 
maintaining  on  the  rond  of  financial  safety  and  success. 

As  to  the  form  of  government  for  the  islands  I  now  only  vary  from 
views  expressed  in  my  74  as  to  incline  strongly  to  the  opinion  that 
the  beginning  should  be  substantially  like  that  of  President  Jefiersou 
and  Congress  in  respect  of  Louisiana,  in  the  act  of  1804  (page  283, 
United  States  Statutes  at  Large),  only  ditl'ering  from  that  by  provid- 
ing in  addition  to  governor,  attorney-general,  a  commissioner  ot  finance, 
and  commissioner  of  the  interior,  and  a  legislative  -council  of  thirteen 
or  fourteen,  all  to  be  ai)])ointed  by  the  President,  unless  it  should  be 
deemed  best  for  the  governor  to  apiKjint  attorney-general  and  the  com- 
missioners of  finance  and  of  the  interior,  who  would  be  practically  a 
cabinet  of  three  to  aid  the  governor  to  carry  on  the  government.  This 
])Jan  and  method  of  government  could  be  maintained  as  a  transition 
government  until  exi^erience  should  prove  it  best  to  change  to  a  more 
pojjular  foiin. 

In  the  meantime  the  responsible  voters  would  rapidly  increase,  and 
American  ideas  and  interests  would  gain  in  force  and  volume.  My 
private  consultation  with  the  Provisional  Government  since  the  depar- 
ture of  the  commissioners  for  Washington  has  led  us  to  think  highly  of 
the  Jelferson  a<'t  of  1804  tor  Lonisiana  as  a  transition  expedient  for 
Hawaii.  This  would  cause  no  shock,  and  would  allow  affairs  to  move 
along  on  safe  and  conservative  lines  until  time  and  <'X])erience  demand 
something  belter.  Jt  would  be  fortunate  to  have  such  a  man  as  San- 
ford  15-  JJole,  tlie  i)resent  head  of  the  Provisiimal  Government,  the  first 
American  govcrnoi-  of  Hawaii. 

As  to  lijpiidation  of  all  ])olitical  claims  of  the  fallen  Qneen  and  the 
crown  i)rincess,  may  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  tiiat  the  s])irit  and  inqxut 
of  the  March  treaty  plan  of  LS.")!  had  better  be  adopted,  which  au- 
thorized the  expenditure  of  $100,000  for  like  purposes.  I  therefore 
suggest,  that  if  a  li(|ui(lation  of  this  kind  be  now  under  consideration 
and  $ir)0,()()()  should  be  allowed  as  the  total  sum  for  this  purpose, 
^70,0(MJ  should  go  t<»  tlie  falh'ii  (,)ueen,  Liliuokalani,  and  $70,000  to  the 
crown  juinccss,  Kaiidani,and  $r»,00(^  to  each  of  the  two  young  priiu-es. 
The  last  nanu'd,  the  two  ])rin<'es,  are  harndess  young  persons,  of  little 
account,  not  chiefs  by  blood,  but  they  were  made  i>rinces  by  the  late 
King  Kalakaua,  without  any  constitutional  right  or  power  to  do  so,  tlu^ 
then  boys  being  nei)hews  of  his  wife,  Kapiolani.  Should  the  entire  sum 
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grraiitod  for  tlu'so  pnrp'.wrs  hv  ;rrrsit«r  or  less  tluni  $ir>U,000  I  ailviRe 
that  tlie  ahovi'  spocifu'd  ])n)i>orti(His  luMiiaiiitaiiu'd. 

As  to  tilt'  iiativi"  Hawaiiaiis  and  tlieir  iiaiivr  Iradris  at  flu's  time, 
tliiii;rs  art*  tt'iidin;:  lavoral»lv  toward  aiiiu'xation.  Mr.  Kauliaiic,  for 
many  yrars  a  iiu'IuIkm-  of  tlir  lr;:islatiin',  ami  ir;:aid('d,  tor  many  years, 
tlu'  iVst  native  in  the  islands  in  pnhlic  lite,  a  noi>h'  in  the  recent  session 
of  that  boily,  is  earnest  for  aniu'xation.  So  is  Mr.  Kairiii,  a  niend)er  of 
the  le^rislature,  fmni  this  island.  Hon.  .I(»hn  W.  Kalua,  the  ablest 
native  lawyer  in  the  islainls,  years  a  nH*nd)e:  nl  former  h';:isla tares,  from 
the  im|)ortant  islan«l  of  Mani,  tliinks  the  fail  of  tin-  C^Mu'en  and  the 
extinction  of  the  monarchy  a  boon  to  Hawaii,  and  he  is  for  annexation. 
K«)bert  \V.  Wilcox,  the  half  white  native,  who  led  tlie  Hawaiian  revolt 
in  1881),  which  came  so  near  bi'in^  succcssfid,  is  now  for  annexation. 
He  was  educated  in  Italy,  at  a  military  school,  is  37  years  of  a;re,  his 
father  iM'inj^  a  citizen  of  Khode  Island,  and,  it  is  said,  is  still  livinp:  in 
that  State.  This  Wilcox  has  more  li<rhtin;;  ability  than  any  other 
native  Hawaiian,  ami  will  be  jjroud  to  become  an  American  citizen,  an<l 
at  a  future  time  to  serve  in  the  Army  or  civil  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  ablest  of  the  native  Hawaiian  Christian  ministers  are  stronjj  in 
their  American  symj)atliies.  The  j)astor  of  tlic  lar^e  native  Hawaiian 
church  in  this  city,  a  native  Hawaiian,  is  for  annexation  earnestly. 
The  other  lar^a'  Hawaiian  congregation  and  church  in  Honolulu  has  a 
favorite  ])astor,  born  here  of  American  parenta<j:e,  whose  (piiet  influ- 
ence is  in  the  same  direction.  The  native  newspaper  of  much  tlu^ 
lar«i('st  circulation  in  tlie  ishiiids  advocates  annexation,  stands  by  the 
Provisional  (l<>vernment,  and  is  losinjj:  none  of  its  circulation.  The 
main  jKirt  of  the  o])])onents  of  annexation  are  the  lower  class  of  natives, 
led  by  unscrupulous  foieij;ners,  of  little  ])ro])erty,  mostly  from  Califor- 
nia, Australia,  and  Canada,  who  wish  to  maintain  tlie  Hjnviian  mon- 
archy and  its  corrujjtions  for  their  own  unworthy  purposes.  an«l  who 
think  their  oi)portunities  for  power  and  simliatiou  will  be  gone  if  an- 
nexation becomes  a  fact. 

The  Hawaiian  i)ear  is  now  fully  ripe,  and  this  is  the  golden  hour  for 
the  United  States  to  ])luck  it.  H'  annexation  does  not  take  ]>lace 
promptly,  or  is  held  in  doubt  and  susj)ense  for  six  or  ten  months,  there 
certainly  will  be  liere  a  revulsion  to  despair,  and  these  ])eo])le,  by  their 
necessities,  min^ht  be  forced  toward  becoming  a  liritish  cohuiy,  for  the 
English  here  of  the  monarchical  type  would  then  avail  themselves  of 
their  opi)ortunity  and  stir  up  all  possible  opposition  to  annexation. 
The  wealthiest  Englishman  of  these  islands  has  to-day  called  at  this 
legation,  and  no  man  in  Hawaii  is  more  earnest  for  annexation.  His 
two  sons,  laii^c  business  men,  are  withhim  in  this  regard,  and  thenext 
wealthy  old  British  resident,  a  Scot<*hman  by  birth,  is  with  the  lirst 
man  nauKMl  for  annexation.  I  can  not  otherwise  than  urge  prompt 
action  at  Washington. 
1  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  L.  Stevens. 
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Ko.  20. 

Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

:Ni).  Sl.j  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  February  1,  1893,     (Keceived  February  14,  5  p.  m.) 

Sir:  To-day  the  undersigned  and  Capt.  Wiltse  of  the  Boston  are 
compelled  to  assume  a  grave  responsibility.  The  inclosed  copies  of 
official  notes  will  explain  the  reasons  which  have  led  to  this  action  on 
our  i)art. 

r  have  time  before  the  departure  of  the  mail  steamer  only  to  state 
briefly  the  additional  reasons  which  caused  us  to  assume  temporary 
protectorate  of  these  islands.  The  Provisional  Government  must  have 
time  to  organize  a  new  police  and  to  discipline  a  small  military  force. 
When  the  monarchy  died  by  its  own  hand,  there  was  no  military  force 
in  the  islands  but  tlie  royal  guard  of  about  75  natives,  not  in  eil'ective 
force  equal  to  20  American  soldiers.  These  were  promi)tly  discharged 
by  the  Provisional  Government,  except  10  left  as  the  guard  of  the 
fallen  Queen  at  her  house. 

The  white  men  here,  as  well  as  the  natives,  have  not  been  much  accus- 
tomed to  tlie  use  of  arms.  There  are  scarcely  any  men  familiar  with 
military  disciidine.  Companies  are  now  being  organized  and  drilled. 
They  must  have  a  few  weeks  for  drill.  Only  a  small  force  of  a  few  hun- 
dred will  be  required,  but  these  must  be  disciplined  men.  So  far  the 
Provisional  Government  has  been  sustained  by  the  uprising  and  union 
of  the  business  men  and  best  citizens.  Bankers,  merchants,  clerks,  pro- 
fessional men,  resj)ectable  mechanics  have  stood  manfully  by  the  new 
Government  and  kei>t  guard  by  night.  This  kind  of  defense  must  give 
place  to  a  small,  reliable  military  force.  Time  is  the  necessity  of  the 
new  Government.  There  are  40,000  Chinese  and  Japanese  on  the 
islands,  and  evil-dis[)osed  persons  might  stir  some  of  them  to  disorder. 
But  the  chief  elements  of  evil  are  in  Honolulu,  where  are  the  rene- 
gade whites  at  the  head  of  the  lottery  and  opium  rings,  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  hoodlum  foreigners  and  the  more  vicious  of  the  natives. 

Another  important  reason  for  our  action  is  the  i)()ssibility  of  the 
arrival  hereof  a  British  war  vessel,  and  that  the  English  minister  here, 
thus  aided,  migiit  try  to  i)ress  unduly  tlie  Provisional  (Jovernnu'iit. 
Willi  tlie  islands  under  our  l)^^^te('tion  we  think  the  lOnglish  ministiu' 
will  not  att('mi)t  to  insist  tiiat  his  (iovernment  has  the  right  to  inter- 
f(M(^  while  our  Mag  is  over  the  Government  building.  This  is  all  I  have 
time  to  write  l)etbre  the  departure  of  the  mail.  We  shall  continue  to 
maintjiinonr  present  position  with  great  caution  and  firmness  until  we 
hear  IVom  the,  President  through  the  Secretary  of  Srate.  As  a  neces- 
sary precaution  against  all  contingencies,  I  advise  that  Admiral  Sker- 
lett  1m'  promptly  sent  here  with  one  or  two  ships  in  addition  to  the 
lUtsttm. 

I  am,  sii",  etc., 

John  L.  Stevens. 

(One  or  two  of  the  pnH-eding  numbers  of  the  dispatches  by  this  mail 
were  written  ]>rior  to  this  date,  but  they  were  dated  Pcbiiiary  1  be- 
cansc^  this  is  the  day  ol  the  steanicr's  de[»arture.) 

S,  Kx.  70 i 


50  ANNEXATION   TREATY    WITH    THE    HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS, 

[lDclo«ure  1.] 

Mr.  Sttt€ii»  to  Capl.  WilUe. 

Unh  F.i>  States  T.koation, 

Honolulu,  February  t,  IS93. 
Sir:  Tlio  ProviHionul  rtovfrimwut  of  tin-  Huwaiinn  Ik1;im«Ih  having  duly  »iiil  oOi- 
ciully  i'X|in'N(H'(l,  to  tin-  uiMlrrHi^iHMl,  the  tVar  that  naul  (Jovmiiin'iit  may  ln^  uiiahio 
to  prot«>rt  lift'  and  |)ro|u*rty  and  to  ])r«>vt>nt  civil  di.Hoiih  r  in  lionoliilii,  tlio  cupital  (d 
luiid  Hawaiian  InlandH.  riMpu'st  that  th«^  llaj;  of  tlir  llniti'd  State's  nniv  he  rained  for 
the  protection  of  the  Hawaiian  InlandK,  and  to  that  end  confer  on  the  Unitetl  StatcH, 
tliron;;h  the  undernijined.  freedom  cd' occupation  of  the  pnhlic  Imildin^H  of  the  Ha- 
waiian (Mivernnient  and  the  Hoil  (d'the  Hawaiian  iHlundH,  ho  far  ns  may  he  ueeeMnary 
for  the  («xercise  of  Hu<h  protection,  hut  not  interfering;  with  the  adminiHtrutiou  uf  thu 
puhlic  atfniPH  l)y  Maid  provisional  government. 

I  hereby  unk  you  to  comply  with  the  terniH  and  spirit  of  the  reiiuest  of  the  Hawai- 
ian l'n»viNional  (iovernment,  an«l  tothnt  end  to  use  all  the  force  at  your  conwnand,  in 
the  exercise  of  your  ln'st  Jud^nnMit  imd  discretion,  you  and  mynelf  awaiting  iiiHtruc- 
tion»  frtun  the  tlnit^jd  tjtates  Government  at  Washini^ton. 
I  am,  bir,  etc., 

John  L.  Stkvi:ns, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Ph'nipottntianj  of  the  L'nitcd  states. 
Capt.  C;.  C.  Wii.rsE, 

Commandir  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Hoxton. 


(luclosure  2.] 

»  Thr  Hawaiian  ProviKional  Government  to  Mr.  Strrens. 

Sir:  Believinpf  that  we  are  unable  to  satisfactorily  i)rotect  lite  and  jiroperty,  and 
to  prevent  civil  tiisordyrs  in  llonidiilu  and  tliron;;hont  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  we 
hereby,  in  obedi«'nce  to  tlie  instructions  of  the  advisory  c(»uncil,  pray  that  you  will 
raise  the  tla^  of  the  Tnited  States  IVu-  the  protection  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  the 
time  bein;:.  and  to  that  end  we  hereby  <'onfer  upon  the  Government  of  the  I'nited 
States,  thron;;h  you,  freedom  of  occupatiou  of  the  jxiblie  buildin^fs  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  soil  of  this  country,  so  far  as  may  bo  necessary  lor  the  exercise  of 
HJich  ])roteition,  but  not  interfering  with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  by 
this  (lovernmeut. 

Wo  have,  etc., 

San  FORD  B.  Dole, 
rnaidcnt  of  the  rroviniunal  Government  of  the  Ilairaiian  hlandn, 

and  Mininter  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
J.  A    King, 

Minister  of  Interior. 
P.  C.  .lo.VKS, 

Minister  of  Finance. 
William  O.  Smith, 

A  ttorney-Gcncral. 
Ilis  Excellency  John  L.  Stevens, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  rienipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 


ls"0.  21. 


Constitution  of  the  TTaicaiian  Islanfls,  signed  hy  ITis  Majcafy  KaJalaua^ 
July  6",  and  promulgated  July  7,  1887. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Whereas  the  constitution  of  this  Kiiiodoin  heretofore  in  force  con- 
tains nmny  provisions  subversive  of  civil  rights  and  incompatible  with 
enli;xliren<'(l  constitutional  government; 

And  wlnM-cas  it  lias  become  imperative,  in  order  to  restore  order  and 
tranquility  and  the  conlidence  neces.saiy  to   a  further  maiuteuauce 
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of  the  present  govenimeut,  that  a  new  constitution  should  be  at  once 
promulgated : 

Xow,  therefore,  I,  Kalakaua,  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  my 
capacity  as  Sovereign  of  this  Kingdom,  and  as  tlie  representative  of  the 
peoi)le  hereunto  by  tliem  duly  authorized  and  empowered,  do  annul 
and  abrogate  the  constitution  promulgated  by  Kamehameha  the  Fifth, 
on  the  2()th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1804,  and  do  i)roclaim  and  promul- 
gate this  constitution. 

AiiTici.E  ] .  God  hath  endowed  all  men  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  right  of  ac(jniring,  possessing, 
and  jnotccting  property,  and  of  i)ursuing  and  obtaining  safety  and  hap- 
piness. 

Article  2.  All  men  are  free  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  consciences;  but  this  sacred  privilege  hereby  secured 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  justify  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  practices 
inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  the  Kingdom. 

Article  3.  All  men  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  publish  their  sen- 
timents on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right, 
and  no  law  shall  be  enacted  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the 
press. 

Article  4.  All  men  shall  have  the  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble,  without  arms,  to  consult  upon  the  common 
good,  and  to  petition  the  King  or  legislature  for  redress  of  grievances. 

Article  5.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  belongs  to  all 
men,  nnd  shall  not  be  snsponded  uidess  by  the  King  when,  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  shall  require  its  suspension. 

Artk.'le  0.  No  person  shall  be  subject  to  imnishment  for  any  of- 
fense except  on  dii^  and  legal  conviction  thereof  in  a  court  having  ju- 
risdi(;tion  of  the  case. 

Article  7.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crime  or  of- 
fense (except  in  cases  of  impeachment  or  for  offenses  within  the  juris- 
diction of  a  police  or  district  justice,  or  in  snmnnuy  ])i'occedings  for 
contempt)  unless  upon  indictment,  fully  and  plainly  describing  such 
crime  or  offense,  ami  shall  have  the  right  to  meet  the  witnesses  who 
are  produced  against  him  face  to  face;  to  produce  witnesses  and  i)roofs 
in  his  own  fuvor;  and  by  himself  or  his  counsel,  at  his  election,  to  ex- 
amine the  witnesses  produced  by  himself,  and  cross  examine  those 
l)roduccd  against  hiniyand  to  be  tally  heard  in  his  own  defence.  In 
all  cases  in  which  the  right  of  trial  liy  jury  has  been  heretofore  used 
it  slmll  be  held  inviolable  forever,  except  in  actions  of  debt  or  as- 
sumpsit in  winch  the  amount  claimed  is  less'han  lifty  dollars. 

vVrticlI':  <S.  No  jk'isou  shall  be  re(|uire(l  to  answer  again  for  an 
olleiise  of  which  he  has  been  duly  convicted  or  of  which  he  has  been 
duly  aiupiitted. 

Article  0.  No  ])erson  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be 
a  witiK'ss  against  himself,  nor  be  (b'priNcd  of  life,  liberty,  or  property 
witiioul  due  pnxM'ss  (►!  law. 

AirncLE  \{).  No  ])erson  siiall  sit  as  a  judge  or  juror  in  any  <'ase  in 
which  his  relative,  by  aninity,or  l»y  consanguinily  wiliiin  the  third  de- 
gree, is  interested,  eitlu'r  as  plaintiff  or  (h'fendant,  or  in  the  issue  <d 
winch  the  said  judge  or  junu'  nmy  have,  either  direetly  or  through  such 
relative,  any  ]>ecuniary  interest. 

Airncrj:  1 1.  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime,  is  forever  pro- 
liibited  in  this  Kingdom.  Wiu'uevera slave  siiaii  enter  Hawaiian  ter- 
I'itory  he  shall  be  free. 

Ai:ti(!LE  12.  lOvery   person  has  the  right  to  be  secure  from  all  uu- 


"l*       annexation  treaty  with   iiii:  Hawaiian  islands. 

1  taHoiiabli'  scarriu's  and  seizaies  of  liiH  person,  lii«  house,  liis  ijapers, 
;intl  I'lVerts  ;  and  no  warrants  sliall  issue  except  on  ]»rohable  eause, 
^upporte*!  by  oath  or  anirniat ion,  and  describing  the  place  to  be  scHFched, 
iiul  the  peisiin.s  or  tiiin;js  to  be  seized. 

Aktu  i.i:  l.'J.  Tlic  (iovcrnnient  is  conduet<'d  f(»r  tlie  common  good, 
ind  not  for  the  prolit.  honor,  or  private  interest  of  anyone  man.  family, 
ur  class  of  men. 

Ak  rhij-:  M.  ICacli  nicinber  of  society  has  a  riglit  to  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyinenl  of  his  Uh\  liberty,  and  property,  ac<'or<ling  to  law;  and, 
tlicnforc,  lu' sliall  he  ol)li;icd  to  contril)utc  his  |n<>portioiial  share  to 
llic  expense  of  tills  proteetiiMi,  and  to  ix'wv  liis  jkmsomjiI  services,  or  iiii 
etpiixalent  when  nec<'ssary.  ]*rivate  properly  may  be  taken  for  pul>lic 
use,  but  only  u|h>ii  due  ]»rocessof  hiw  and  Just  c<Mnpensation. 

Aim  ici-K  1").  No  s'ubsidy,  (bity,  or  tax,  of  any  (b'scription,  shall  be 
esialilislied  or  le\  ie<l  without  tlie  consent  of  tlie  h'^nshiture;  nor  shall 
;iny  money  be  drawn  from  tin*  ])Ml>lic  treasury  wi(li(Mit  such  consent, 
«\cept  wluMi,  between  the  sessions  of  the  le;;islature,  the  enu*rgencies 
of  war,  invasion,  rebellion,  pestilence,  or  other  public  disaster  shall 
arise,  and  then  not  without  the  concurrence  of  all  the  cabinet,  and  of  a 
majority  of  the  whole  i)rivy  coumil;  and  the  mini>t<M-  of  tinance  shall 
lender  a  detailed  account  of  such  exiienditure  to  the  le«;islature. 

Akticij:  U'k  No  retrospective  laws  shall  ever  be  enacted. 

Akticlh  17.  The  military  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
lan<l;  and  ua  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner 
to  be  prescribed  by  the  lefiislature. 

Aim  icij:  is.  Every  elector  shall  bo  privileged  from  arrest  on  elec- 
tion days,  during  his  attendance  at  election,  jiiidjn  going  to  and  re- 
turning therefrom,  except  in  case  of  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace. 

Aktitle  10.  No  elector  shall  be  so  obliged  to  perform  military  duty 
on  the  day  of  election,  as  to  prevent  his  voting,  except  iu  time  of  war 
or  pulilic  danger. 

Aim  icij:  l'O.  The  supreme  power  of  the  Kingdom,  in  its  exercise,  is 
<livided  into  the  executive,  legislative,  and  Judicial  ;  these  shall 
always  be  ])reservc(l  distinct,  and  no  executive  (u- Judicial  ofticer,  or 
any  contractor,  or  employee  ot  the  (lovernnient,  or  any  person  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  salar\  oi'  emolument  from  the  (lovernnuMit.  shall  be  eligible  to 
election  to  the  legislature  of  the  Hawaiian  Jvingdom,  or  to  hold  tlu^ 
position  of  an  elective  meml)er  of  the  same.  And  no  member  of  the 
legislature  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  is  elected,  be  ajijiointed 
to  any  civil  ollice  under  the  Government,  except  that  of  a  member  of 
the  cabinet. 

AiMK'Li:  lM.  The  (lovernnient  of  this  Kingdom  is  that  of  a  constitu- 
tional monarchy,  under  His  Majesty  Kalak;ina,  his  heirs  and  successors. 

AiMicLK  -L*.  The  crown  is  heieby  penn;inently  (MMilirnu'd  to  His  Maj- 
esty KalaUaua,  and  to  the  heirs  ot  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  to 
their  lawful  ilescendants  in  a  direct  line;  failing  whom,  tlie  crown  shall 
descend  to  Her  Ho>al  Highness  the  Princess  Liliuokalani,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  l)egotten,  an<l  their  lawful  des(MMidaiits  in  a 
din'ct  line.  The  sm-cession  shall  be  to  the  senior  male  child,  and  to 
the  heirs  of  his  body;  failing  a  male  child,  the  successicm  shall  be  to 
the  senior  female  child,  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  body.  In  case  there  is 
no  heir  as  above  provided,  the  successor  shall  be  the  jierson  whom  the 
sovi-icign  shall  appoint,  w  itii  the  consent  of  the  nobles,  and  jiublicly 
jMorlaini  «lniinL:  ti'..  ^..x  ..v.-ioii's  life:  but  should  there  be  no  such  ap- 
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pointmeiit  and  proclamation,  and  the  tUrono  should  ])ecome  vacant, 
tlicn  the  cabinet,  immediately  after  the  occurring  of  sncli  vacancy,  shall 
cause  a  meeting  of  the  legislature,  who  shall  elect  by  ballot  some  native 
Alii  of  the  Kingdom  as  successor  to  the  throne;  and  the  successor  so 
elected  shall  become  a  new  .s-^/r^M-  for  a  royal  family;  and  the  succes- 
sion from  the  sovereign  thus  elected  shall  be  regulated  by  the  same 
law  as  the  present  royal  family  of  Hawaii. 

Article  23.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  meniber  of  the  royal 
family  of  Hawaii  who  may  by  law  succeed  to  the  throne,  to  contract 
marriage  without  the  consent  of  the  reigning  sovereign.  Every  mar- 
riage so  contracted  shall  be  void,  and  tlie  person  so  contracting  a  mar- 
riage, may,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  be  declared 
to  have  forfeited  his  or  her  right  to  the  throne;  and  after  such  i)rocla- 
mation,  the  right  of  succession  shall  vest  in  the  next  heir  as  though 
such  offender  were  dead. 

Article  24.  His  Majesty  Kalakaua  will,  and  his  successor  shall, 
take  the  following  oath:  T  solemnly  swear,  in  thepresence  of  AJmighty 
God,  to  maintain  the  constitution  of  the  Kingdom  whole  and  inviolate, 
and  to  govern  in  conformity  therewith. 

Article  25.  Xo  person  shall  ever  sit  upon  the  throne  who  has 
been  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  who  is  insane  or  an  idiot. 

Article  20.  TheKingis  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  of  all  other  military'  forces  of  the  Kingdon:,  by  sea  and  land;  but 
he  shall  never  proclaim  war  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature; 
and  no  military  or  naval  force  shall  be  organized  excejjt  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  legislature. 

Article  27.  The  King,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  pri^n^^  council, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  cabinet,  has  the  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons,  after  conviction,  for  all  olfenses,  except  in  case  of  im- 
peachment. 

Article  28.  The  King  convenes  the  legislature  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, or  at  a  different  place,  if  that  should  become  insecure  from  an 
enemy  or  any  dangerous  disorder,  and  prorogues  the  same:  and  in  any 
great  emergency  lie  may,  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  convene 
the  legislature  in  extraordinary  session. 

Article  20.  The  King  has  \he  power  to  make  treaties.  Treaties 
involving  clianges  in  tlie  tariff,  or  in  any  law  of  the  Kingdom,  shall  be 
referred  for  approval  to  tlie  legislature.  The  iving  ai)i>oints  publfc 
ministers,  who  sliall  be  commissioned,  accredited,  and  instiiuted 
agreeably  to  the  usage  and  law  of  nations. 

Arti(!LE  .'50.  It  is  tlie  King's  prerogative  to  receive  and  acknowledge 
])ublic  ministers;  to  inform  the  legislature  by  royal  message,  from  time 
to  time,  of  th(^  stat(^  of  the  Kingdom:  and  to  recommend  to  its  consid- 
eration sncii  measures  as  he  shall. jiwlge  necessary  and  expedient. 

AR'JTCle  .'{1.  The  p<Mson  of  the  King  is  inviolable  and  sacred. 
His  ministers  are  responsible.  To  the  King  and  the  cabinet  belongs  tlu^ 
execntive  power.  All  laws  that  have  passed  the  legislature  shall  re- 
(jiiire  his  majesty's  signature  m  order  to  their  validity,  except  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  4.S. 

Ait'i'icLi:  .{2.  WhiMM'ver,  upon  the  decease  of  the  reigning  sovereign, 
tin'  heir  shall  be  less  tliaii  eighteen  years  of  age,  the  royal  power  shall 
be  exercised  by  a  regent  or  council  of  regency,  as  hereinafter  jn'ovided. 

Article  Xi.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  King, at  any  time  when  he  may 
Ix' about  to  absent  himself  from  the  Kingdom,  to  ajjpoint  a  regt'ut  or 
council  of  regency,  who  shall  adiiiinister  the  (JoveniiiuMit  in  his  name; 
and  likewise  the  King  ni;iy.  I>\    his    Insi    will   :niil    h-si  :i  mrni .  appoint  a 
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n*jr<*nt  <>i*  <*<Mnicil  of  n'p'iiry  to  adminisU'r  tlie  (lovornnn'iit  durinp:  tlio. 
minority  ot"  any  heir  to  the  tliroiu';  and  should  a  sovt'r('i«rn  dcrcase, 
li'avin;:  a  minor  heir,  and  havin;;  nnuh'  no  hist  will  and  t«»stanuMit,  tlu^ 
»al»im't  at  tin*  tiiin*  t)f  muIi  d»M«  as<'  sliall  In*  a  connril  of  rej^iMicy,  until 
th»*  h';;ishitur«',  wliit  li  shall  1m'  (alh'd  imnicdiatcly,  ln'  assjMiildfd ;  and 
tin*  h*;:i>latun',  iniintMliatfly  that  it  is  asscmlih'd.  shall  proc-etMl  to  chooae 
by  ballot  a  n';;«'nt  or  council  of  r('«x(;ncy,  who  shall  administ«'r  tin* 
(lovniimrnt  in  the  name  of  the  Kin*;,  and  exenise  all  th«^  ijowers 
whiih  are  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Kin;;,  until  siudi  heir  shall 
ha\«' atta'ned  the  a;ie  of  ei;;hteen  years,  which  a;;e  is  declared  to  be 
the  le;:al  majority  of  such  sovereign. 

Akticl?].'U.  The  King  is  sovereign  of  all  the  cliii'ls  and  of  all  the 
people. 

Article  .T).  All  titles  of  honor,  onlers,  and  other  distinctions  ema- 
luite  from  the  King. 

AiMii'LK  .'Ml.  The  King  c(uns  money  and  regulates  the  currency  by 
law. 

AirncLi:  .'^7.  The  king,  in  case  of  invasion  or  rebellion,  can  phice 
the  whole  kingdom,  or  any  jKirt  of  it,  under  martial  law. 

Ar  ricLE  .'>s.  The  national  ensign  shall  not  be  changed  except  by  act 
of  the  legislatur«'. 

Ariici-E  .ill.  The  King  can  not  be  sued  or  held  to  account  in  any 
court  or  tril)unal  of  the  Kingdom. 

Article  40.  There  shall  continue  to  be  a  council  of  state  for  advis- 
ing the  King  in  all  matters  for  the  good  of  the  state  wherein  he  may 
i('(|uire  its  advice,  which  council  shall  be  called  the  King's  privy  coun- 
cil of  state,  and  the  members  thereof  shall  l)e  ai)pointed  by  the  King, 
t4)  hold  ollice  during  his  majesty's  pleasure,  and  which  council  shall 
have  and  exercise  only  such  powers  as  are  given  to  it  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Artk'LE  41.  The  cabinet  shall  consist  of  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, the  minister  of  the  interior,  the  minister  of  tiiiance,  and  the  at- 
torney g<Mieral,  and  they  shall  be  his  majesty's  spcM'ial  advisers  in  tlie 
exccutiNc  affairs  of  the  Kingdom;  and  they  shall  be  c.v  i)ffu'\<)  members 
of  his  majesty's  }uivy  council  of  state.  They  shall  be  appointed  and 
iommissioiied  by  the  King,  and  shall  be  removed  by  him  only  upon  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  passed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  elctive  mem- 
Vkms  of  the  legislature  or  ujjon  conviction  of  felony,  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  iiiipeaclmiciit.  No  act  of  the  King  shall  have  any  elVcct  unless 
it  be  counrcrsigned  by  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  who  by  that  signature 
makes  himself  responsible. 

Article  42.  Kach  member  of  tlie  cabinet  shall  keep  an  office  at  the 
seat  of  (lovernment,  and  shall  be  accountable  for  the  conduct  of  his 
deputies  and  clerks.  The  cabinet  holds  seats  ex-oXVcio  in  the  legislature 
with  the  right  to  V(»te,  excei)t  on  a  (|uestion  of  confidence  in  tlieuL 

Article  43.  The  minister  of  linance  shall  present  to  the  legislature 
in  the  name  of  the  (lovernment,  on  the  first  day  of  each  biennial  ses- 
sion, the  financial  budget,  in  the  Hawaiian  and  English  languages. 

Article  41.  The  legislative  power  of  the  Kingdom  is  vested  in  the 
King  and  the  legislature,  which  shall  consist  of  the  nobles  and  repre- 
sentatives sitting  together. 

Article  4.').  The  legislative  body  shall  be  styled  the  legislature  of 
Hawaiian  Kingdom  and  shall  assemble  biennially  in  the  month  of  May.^ 
The  first  regular  session  shall  be  held  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Article  40.  Every  member  of  the  legislature  shall  take  the  follow- 
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iii;^-  oath:  I  solemnly  swear,  in  tlie  presence  of  Alinif>hty  God,  that  I 
will  faithfully  support  the  constitution  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  and 
conscientiously  and  imi)artially  discharge  my  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature. 

Article  47.  The  legislature  has  full  power  and  authority  to  amend 
the  (T)nstitution  as  hereinafter  provided;  and  from  time  to  time  to  make 
all  manner  of  wholesome  laws  notrepuguant  to  the  constitution. 

Article  48.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  legislature 
shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  King.  If  he  approve, 
he  shall  sign  it,  and  it  shall  thereby  become  a  law;  but  if  not  he  shall 
return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  legislature,  which  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  on  their  journal  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If 
after  such  reconsideration  it  shall  be  approved  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of 
all  the  elective  members  of  the  legislature  it  shall  become  a  law.  In 
all  such  cases  the  votes  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered 
on  the  journal  of  the  legislatare.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  King  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  legislature  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its 
return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Article  49.  The  legislature  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  its  own  members,  except  as  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law,  and  a 
majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller  nuni- 
ber  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  atcendance  of  absent 
members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  j)eualties  as  the  legislature 
may  provide. 

Article  50.  The  legislature  shall  choose  its  own  officers  and  deter- 
mine the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings. 

Article  51.  The  legislature  shall  have  authority  to  punish  by  im- 
prisonment, not  exceeding  thirty  days,  every  person  not  a  member  who 
slijill  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  legislature  by  any  disorderly  or  eon- 
temptuons  behavior  in  its  presence;  or  who,  during  the  time  of  its  sit- 
ting, shall  publish  any  false  report  of  its  proceedings,  or  insulting  com- 
ments ni)on  the  same;  or  who  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or  estate 
of  any  of  its  members  for  anything  said  or  done  in  the  legislature:  or 
who  shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor,  or  who  shall  assault  or  arrest 
any  witness,  or  other  person  ordered  to  attend  the  legislatnre,  on  his 
way  going  or  returning;  or  who  shall  rescue  any  person  ariested  by 
order  of  the  legislatnie. 

Article  52.  The  legislature  may  punish  its  own  members  for  dis- 
orderly behavior. 

Article  515.  The  legislature  shall  ket^p  a  journal  of  its  proceedings; 
and  the  yeas  and  iniys  of  the  membeis,  on  any  (piestiim,  shall,  at  the 
d(isire  of  one-llfth  of  those  i)resent,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Articli-:  51.  ^i'he  nuMnbers  of  the  legislatures  shall,  in  all  cases,  ex- 
cept treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  ])rivileged  from  arrest 
during  llicii-  attendance  at  the  sessions  (»l"tlM'  legislature  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  tr<un  the  same;  i>r(>\i(led  smh  i)rivilcge  as  to  going 
and  returning  shall  not  cover  a  period  of  over  twenty  days;  ami  they 
shall  not  Ix'  lndd  to  answer  for  any  speech  or  debate  made  in  the  legis- 
latnie, in  any  court  <M'  place  whatsoe\'er. 

AiM'icij;  55.  TIk'  representatives  shall  receive  for  their  services  a 
coinj)ensat  ion  to  be  deleiinined  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treas- 
uiy,  but  no  increase  of  conqMUisaticm  shall  take  etVe<'t  during  the  bien- 
nial term  in  which  it  shall  have  been  nuide;  and  no  law  shall  be  passtd 
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iiirnMsiii;;  tho  coinpcnsatioii  of  rt'pn'SontativcH  1k\voih1  the  sum  of  two 
1iiiii<!r(Ml  iiiid  lit'ty  <lo!lars  vuch  tor  oarh  bioiiiiial  tiTiii. 

Aim  MI. i:  .M».  A  iiol»h'  sliall  In*  a  siil»jt'rt  ol  tin-  Kin^idoin,  who  shall 
hav»«  attaliHMl  thr  a;;*'  »»t  tweiity-livi'  >»'ars;m<l  rr>i<Ir(l  in  tlir  Kiii;;:jl<Mii 
thnn*  yi'ars.  ami  shall  hv  \\w  owiut  of  taxabh*  proju'ii y  in  this  l\iii;f(h»iii 
ot*  tlie  vahu'  of  thnn;  thousand  dolhirs  ovn-  and  al>ovt'  all  tMUMJinbranccs, 
or  ill  receipt  of  an  incoincitf  not  less  than  six  Iniinli-cd  dollars  per  annum. 

Aktkm.i:  ."iT.  The  imbh's  shall  be  a<'ouit  with  lull  an<l  soh'  authority 
to  hear  and  determine  all  impeaeiiments  made  by  the  reju'esentatives, 
as  the  jjraiid  impiest  to  the  Kin;;dom,  a;,Minst  any  ollieers  of  the  Kin^j- 
dom,  for  misennduet  or  mahnlministration  in  tln-ir  olheeH;  ])ut  previous 
to  the  trialof  every  imi)eachment  the  nobles  shall  respectfully  be  sworn 
truly  and  injpartially  to  try  and  determine  the  char;;e  in  <piestion  ac 
coniin;:  to  evideiuM'  and  law.  Their  Jud;i:ment,  however,  shall  not  ex- 
tend further  than  to  removal  from  ollice  and  dis(jualilH*ation  to  hold  or 
enJoN'  any  place  of  honor,  trust,  oi-  prolit  under  this  (lovernment;  but 
the  party  so  convicted  shall  be,  nevertheless,  liable  to  indictment,  trial, 
jud'^ment,  and  punishment  according:  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

AUTiru:  ThS.  Twenty-four  nobles  shall  be  elected  as  follows:  Six 
from  the  island  of  Hawaii;  six  from  the  islands  of  Maui,  Molokai,  and 
Lanai:  nine  Irom  the  island  of  Oahu;  and  three  IVom  the  islands  of 
Kauai  and  Niihau.  At  the  tirst  I'lection  held  under  this  constitution 
the  nobles  shall  be  elected  to  serve  until  tln^  jreiieral  election  to  the 
lejiislature  for  the  year  of  our  Lord  1.S1M),  at  which  election,  and  there- 
alter,  the  nobles  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time  and  jjlacc's  as  the 
re])r(\><entatives.  At  the  electicm  for  the  year  of  our  Lord  LS«)(),  one- 
third  of  the  nobles  from  each  of  the  divisions  aforesaid  shall  be  elected 
for  two  years,  and  one  third  f(U"  four  years,  and  one-third  for  six  years, 
and  the  electors  shall  ballot  for  them  for  such  terms,  respectively;  and 
at  all  subse(pieiit  general  elections  they  shall  be  elected  for  six  years. 
The  nobles  shall  serve  without  i»ay. 

Aktk^lk  oJ).  Kvery  male  resident  of  the  Hawaiian  IsL'-mIs,  of 
Hawaiian,  American,  or  Euroi)ean  birth  or  descent,  who  shall  have  at- 
tained the  a^e  of  twenty  years,  and  shall  have  paid  his  taxes,  and  shall 
have  caused  his  name  to  l)e  entered  on  the  list  of  voters  for  nobles  for 
Ids  district,  shall  be  an  elector  of  nobles,  and  shall  b.e  entitled  to  vote 
at  any  election  of  nobles:  l^rovided — 

First.  That  he  shall  have  resided  in  the  country  not  less  than  three 
years,  and  in  the  district  in  which  he  oilers  to  vote  not  less  than  three 
months  immediately  precedin;^  the  election  at  which  he  otters  to  vote. 

Second.  That  he  shall  own  and  be  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of  tax- 
abh^  l)roperty  in  this  country  of  the  value  of  not  less  than  three  thousand 
dollars  o\-er  and  above  all  encMimbrances,  or  shall  have  actually  received 
an  income  of  not  less  than  six  hundred  dollars  during  the  year  next 
preceding  his  registration  for  such  election. 

'Third.  That  he  shall  be  able  to  read  and  comprehend  an  ordinary 
newspaper  printed  in  either  the  Hawaiian,  English,  or  some  European 
language. 

Fourth.  That  he  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution 
and  laws,  sucdi  oath  to  be  administered  by  any  person  authorized  to 
administer  oaths,  or  by  any  insj)ector  of  elections: 

Provided,  hoicevvr,  That  the  requirements  of  a  three  years'  residence 
and  of  ability  to  read  and  c(miprehend  an  ordinary  newspaper,  printed 
either  in  the  Hawaiian,  English,  or  some  European  language,  shall  not 
apply  to  persons  residing  in  the  Kingdom  at  the  time  of  the  i)romulga- 
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tioii  of  tliis  coTistitutioii,  if  they  shall  register  and  vote  at  the  first  elec- 
tion whicli  shall  be  held  under  this  constitution. 

Article  00.  There  shall  be  twenty-four  representatives  of  the  people 
elected  biennially,  except  those  first  elected  under  this  constitution,  who 
shall  serve  until  the  general  election  for  the  year  of  our  Lord  1890. 
Tlie  re[)resentation  shall  be  based  ui)on  the  principles  of  equality  and 
shall  be  regulated  and  apportioned  by  the  legislature  according  to  the 
population,  to  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time  by  the  official  census. 
Biit  until  such  apportionment  by  the  legislature,  the  apportionment 
now  established  by  law  shall  remain  in  force,  with  the  following  ex- 
ceptions, namely,  there  shall  be  but  two  representativ^es  for  the  dis- 
tricts of  Hilo  and  Puna  on  the  island  of  Hawaii,  but  one  for  the  dis- 
tricts of  Lahaina  and  Kaanapali  on  the  island  of  Maui,  and  but  one  for 
the  districts  of  Koolauloa  and  AVaialua  on  the  island  of  Oahu. 

Article  01.  iSTo  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  representative  of  the 
people  unless  he  be  a  male  subject  of  the  Kingdom  who  shall  have  ar- 
rived at  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years;  who  shall  know  how  to  read 
and  write  either  the  Hawaiian,  English,  or  some  European  language; 
who  shall  understand  accounts;  who  shall  have  been  domiciled  in  the 
Kingdom  Ibr  at  least  three  years,  the  last  of  which  shall  be  the  year 
immediately  i^icccding  his  election;  and  who  shall  own  real  estate 
within  the  Kingdom  of  a  clear  value  over  and  above  all  encumbrances 
of  at  least  five  hundred  dollars;  or  who  shall  have  an  annual  income 
of  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  derived  from  any  property  or 
some  lawful  employment. 

Article  02.  Every  male  resident  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaiian, 
American,  or  Euroi)ean  birth  or  descent,  who  shall  have  taken  an  oath 
to  sui)port  the  constitution  and  laws  in  the  manner  i)rovi(led  for  elect- 
ors of  nobles;  who  shall  have  paid  his  taxes;  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  shall  have  been  domiciled  in  the  Kingdom 
for  one  year  immediately  x)ieceding  the  election,  and  shall  know  how  to 
read  and  write  either  the  Hawaiian,  English,  or  some  European  lan- 
guage (if  born  since  the  year  1840),  and  shall  have  caused  his  name  to 
be  (Altered  on  the  list  of  voters  of  his  district  as  may  be  [)rovided  by 
law,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  for  the  representative  or  reprcseiffa- 
tives  of  that  district,  provided,  however,  that  the  requirements  of  being 
d(uni(;ile(l  in  tlie  Kingdom  for  one  year  inunediately  i)recc(ling  the  elec- 
tion, and  of  knowing  how  to  read  and  writ(\  either  the  Hawaiian, 
English,  or  some  Euroi)e;in  language,  shall  not  api)ly  to  persons  residing 
in  this  Kingdom  at  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  this  constitution, 
if  they  shall  register  and  vote  at  the  first  election  which  shall  be  held 
under  this  constitution. 

Aktk.'li-:  ().'$.  No  ])ers()n  shall  sit  as  a  noble  or  re])r(*sentat ive  in  the 
legislature  unless  elected  under,  and  in  conformity  with,  the  provisions 
of  this  constitution.  The  property  or  income  (umlilieat  ion  of  represent - 
ativi's,  of  nobles,  and  of  electors  of  nobles,  may  be  increased  b\  law; 
and  a  property  or  income  cpnililication  of  electors  of  representatives 
may  be  creatcMl  and  altered  by  law. 

Arik^m:  04.  TIk' Judicial  power  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  vested  in 
one  supreme  court  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  legislature  may, 
from  tim(^  to  time,  establish. 

Artici.e  (m.  The  supremo  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  Justice, 
and  not  less  than  two  associate  Justices,  any  of  whom  may  hold  the 
court.  The  Justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing gcMMl  behavior,  sui)ject  t.»  removal  ui)on  impeachment,  and  shall,  at 
stated  times,  receive  Ibi-  tiieir  services  a  com|)ensalion  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  continuance   in   offic<':   rroridai,  hoiccvci'y 
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Thi\t  any  jnilfr**  of  the  supremo  court  or  any  otluT  (Muirt  of  record 
may  be  rc^iinved  rn)ni  ollijc,  on  a  resolution  |»assed  by  twotliirdw  of 
all  the  njenibers  nf  tin*  b*;rislature,  for  j;o<m1  cause  shown  to  the  satis- 
faction of  llir  Kin;:,  'i'lu'  Jn(l/;e  a;;ainst  wImmii  the  h*;;isl:iture  may  be 
abniii  to  proceed  shall  UM«'i\r  iiolicr  thrn-of,  accompaiiit'd  by  a  ropy 
of  the  I'ausi's  allc;;(Ml  lor  his  removal,  at  least  fen  days  befort*  the  day 
on  which  the  legislature  shall  act  thereon,  lie  shall  l)e  heard  before 
the  legislature. 

AK'IK'I.K  <»«».  The  Judicial  power  shall  be  divided  among  the  sujjrcme 
court  and  the  several  inferioi- «'onrts  of  the  Kingdom  in  sneh  manner 
as  the  legislature  may  from  time  to  tinu'  i)reseribe,  and  the  tenure  of 
ollice  in  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  such  as  may  be  de- 
fined by  the  law  creating  them. 

Akticle  <»7.  The  Jmiicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and 
eijuity  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Kingdom  and 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made  uniler  their  authority,  to  all  cases 
etfecting  public  ministers  and  consuls,  and  to  all  cases  of  a<lmiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction. 

Akticlk  (JS.  The  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  i-ourt  shall  be  the 
chanceUor  of  the  Kingdom;  he  shall  be  ex  officio  jnesident  of  the 
nobles  in  all  cases  of  impeachment,  unless  when  impeached  himself, 
and  shall  exercise  such  iurisdiction  in  e(]nity  or  other  cases  as  the  law 
may  conter  uj)on  him,  his  decisions  being  subject,  however,  to  the  re- 
vision of  the  supreme  c«uirt  on  appeal.  Should  the  chief  Jnsti<*e  ever 
be  imjieached,  some  person  specially  conunissioned  by  the  King  shall 
be  president  of  the  court  of  impeachment  during  such  trial. 

Article  (»!>.  The  decisions  of  the  suineme  court,  when  made  by  a 
majority  of  the  justices  thereof,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  uprui  all 
parties. 

Article  70.  The  King,  his  cabinet,  and  the  legislature  shall  have 
authority  to  require  the  (jpinions  of  tlie  justices  of  the  suj)reme  court, 
ui)on  important  questions  of  law  and  upon  solemn  occasions. 

AiMTCTE  71.  The  King  ai)points  the  justices  of  the  sui)reme  court 
and  all  other  judges  of  courts  of  record.  Their  salaries  are  fixed  by 
law. 

Article  713.  No  judge  or  magistrate  shall  sit  alone  on  an  appeal  or 
new  trial  in  any  case  on  which  he  may  have  given  a  previous  judg- 
ment. 

Article  73.  The  following  persons  shall  not  be  permitted  to  reg- 
ister for  voting,  to  vote,  or  to  hold  ollice  under  any  department  of  the 
Government,  or  to  sit  in  the  legislature,  namely:  Any  i)erson  who  is 
insane  or  an  idiot,  or  any  person  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  any 
of  the  f<dlowing  named  oHenses,  viz:  Arson,  barratry,  bribery,  bui- 
glary,  c(Hint<Mf citing,  embezzlenuMit,  felonious  bramling  of  cattle, 
forgery,  gross  cheat,  incCvSt,  kidnai)ing,  larceny,  malicious  burning, 
manslaughter  in  the  first  degree,  murder,  jierjury,  rai)e,  robbery, 
sodomy,  treason,  subornation  of  perjury,  and  malfeasance  in  ollice, 
unless  h(^  sliall  have  been  pardoned  by  the  King  and  restored  to  his 
civil  rights,  and  by  the  exi)rcss  terms  <d'  his  pardon  declared  to  be 
eligible  to  oHices  of  trust,  honor,  and  pndit. 

Article  74.  No  oflieer  of  this  Government  shall  hold  an  office  or 
receive  any  salary  from  any  other  Government  or  ])ower  whatever. 

Article  7r>.  The  legislature  votes  the  aj)proi)riations  biennially, 
after  due  consideration  of  the  revenue  and  exi)enditure  for  the  two 
preceding  years  and  the  estimates  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  two  succeeding  years,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  them  by  the 
minister  of  linauce. 
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Article  76.  The  enacting?  style  in  making  and  passing  all  acts  and 
laws  sliall  be, ''F>e  it  enacted  l)y  the  King  and  the  legislature  of  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom." 

Article  77.  To  avoid  inipro]>er  influences  which  may  result  from 
intermixing  in  one  and  the  same  act  such  things  as  have  no  pro])er 
relation  to  each  other,  every  law  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  and  that 
shall  be  expressed  in  its  title. 

Article  78.  Wherever  by  this  constitution  any  act  is  to  be  done 
or  performed  by  the  King  or  the  Sovereign,  it  shall,  unless  otherwise 
ex])ressed,  mean  that  such  act  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the 
Sovereign  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  cabinet. 

Article  79.  All  laws  now  in  force  in  this  Kingdom  shall  continue 
and  remain  in  full  effect  until  altered  or  rej^ealed  by  the  legislature, 
such  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  this  constitution.  All 
laws  heretofore  enacted,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  which  are 
contrary  to  this  constitution,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Article  80.  The  cabinet  shall  have  power  to  make  and  publish  all 
necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  holding  of  any  election  or  elec- 
tions under  this  constitution  x)rior  to  the  passage  Ijy  the  legislature 
of  apx)ropriate  laws  for  such  purpose,  and  to  provide  for  adminis- 
tering to  oflicials,  subjects,  and  residents  the  oath  to  sup])ort  this  con- 
stitution. The  first  election  hereunder  shall  be  held  within  ninety  days 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  constitution,  and  the  legislature  then 
elected  may  be  convened  at  Honolulu  u])on  the  call  of  the  cabinet 
council,  in  extraordinary  session,  at  such  time  as  the  cabinet  council 
may  deem  necessary,  thirty  days'  notice  thereof  being  previously  given. 

Article  81.  This  constitution  shall  be  in  force  from  the  7th  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  1887,  but  that  there  may  be  no  failure  of  justice  or  incon- 
venience to  the  Kingdom  from  any  change,  all  officers  of  this  Kingdom 
at  the  time  tliis  constitution  shall  take  effect  shall  have,  hold,  and  ex- 
ercise all  tlie  ])ower  to  them  granted.  Such  officers  shall  take  an  oath 
to  support  this  constitution  witliin  sixty  days  after  the  promulgation 
theieof. 

Article  82.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  constitution 
may  be  proposed  in  the  legislature,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to 
by  a  majoi'ity  of  the  members  thereof,  such  proposed  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  be  entered  on  its  journal,  witli  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  tiiereoii,  and  inferred  to  the  next  legislature;  wJiieh  proposed 
amendment  oi-  amendments  shall  be  publislied  for  three  months  ))re- 
vions  to  the  next  eh'ction  of  representatives  and  nobles;  and  if  in  the 
next  legislature  sucli  jnoposed  amendment  or  amendments  sliall  be 
agreed  to  by  two  thirds  of  ail  tlie  members  of  tlie  legislature,  such 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  part  of  the  constitution  of 
this  Kingdom. 

KALAKAUA  IvEX. 

By  the  King: 

W.  L.  (iREEN, 

iMinistcr  of  Finance, 
HoNoMljr,  (hihu^  ss: 

I,  Kalakjina,  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
niighty  (Jod,  (h)  solemnly  swear  lo  maintain  thisconstilulion  wliole  and 
inviolate,  and  to  govern  in  conlbrmity  therewith. 

Kalakaua   Ki.x. 

Subscijbed  and  sw(>rn  to  bclbre  me  t  his  sixt  h  dav  of  .hilv,  A.  I).  1SS7. 

A.  F.JUDI), 
Chief  f/ust ice  of  (he  Supreme  Court  and  Chancellor  of  the  Kin<jdom. 
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(No.  22.) 
Statistiatl  tabulated  statemcutM  pertaining  to  the  Ilaicaiian  Inlands, 

A, 
f  innHi  of  Jiawuii. 


1878. 

1884. 

1880. 

UTttl 

Males. 

Fenaiaa. 

Total. 

Halea. 

Femalea. 

Total. 

Malea. 

Femalaa. 

Total. 

1«90.' 

Xatlven 

44,088 
8,42U 

40.014 
4,218 

84,486 
6,186 

7,495 

J,  928 
1,344 
1,034 
70 
8.002 
227 

15.  :m 

12,360 
688 
419 

••S 

llair-TAMtea 

born  for- 

i1? 

i,i76 
883 

tn 

81 
436 

2,066 
1.282 
1,600 
192 
9,377 

Britikh 

605 

382 

22 

2.091 

78 

ChintM* 

, 

6.  BIO 

• 

17,939 

;t.:::::::; 

42 

Allothon* 

t      .    1 ;  .... 

136 

Total.. 

34.103 

23,882 

67,986 

61,529 

29,039 

80,578 

68,714 

31,276 

89.900 

13,503 

The  entimnted  population  of  Hawaii,  on  July  1,  1892,  according  to  tliu  Hawaiian 

Annual,  waa  %,075. 


B. 


II.\WAII.\N    nr.Al,   AM)    PKHSOXAL  moPERTY. 

Statement  of  attstssments,  real  and  personal  proxieriy. 


Tears. 

Real. 

Personal. 

TotAl. 

1882 

$14. 978. 547 
1.5,  7:W,  .504 
15, 602,  214 
16,  730,  085 
17, 702.  9:59 
18,343,958 

$16,2.30,790 

18,  .502.  132 

19.  :J52.  823 
10. 477, 1>68 
17.213.527 
17,000,240 

$31,209,337 
34  330  1:52 

1884 

18«J 

34, 955.  047 
33, 2*18, 053 

18>W 

188U 

34  910  466 

1»90 

35.344,198 

Tlie  value  of  real  and  per.sonal  property  in  the  Kingdom  for  1891  is  estimated  at 
ahout  !f:iJ».(KH).()()0. 

The  o8tiniat«-«l  value  of  Ooverunieut  property  of  all  kinds,  including?  cash  in 
treastiry,  it)  .fti.lS'.^.Soa.     (Consul-General  .Severance,  Con.  Kei>t.s.  No.  142,  p.  413.) 

NoTK  BY  CoMMissiuNEk.s. — To  this  auiouut  should  he  added  the  value  of  the 
'Jrown  laml.s,  which,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  uro  worth  $2,500,000.* 
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C. 

SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

Hawaiian  school  attendance. 


Year. 

Xo.  of 
schools. 

Attendance. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1888                               

189 
178 
168 

4,976 
5,532 
5,910 

3,864 
4,474 
4,  802 

8,770 

10,006 

1892                                          

10,712 

Classification  of  schools. 


Government  native  schools  : 

Schools  -■ 

Teachers  

Pupils 

Goveninient  English  schools 

Schools 

Teachers 

Pupils 

Independent  schools : 

Schools 

Teachers 

Pupils 


"  Estimated  on  July  1,  Hawaiian  Annual. 
Nationality  of  pujyils. 


Tear. 

No.  of 
schools. 

Pupils  at-l    School 
tending,    revenue. 

Total  pop- 
ulation. 

1 887                    

189 
189 

178 
178 
178 
178 

8,770 
8,770 
10,000 
10,  006 
10,000 
10,000 

$203,020 
20  f,  022 
391, 438 
391,428 
326. 920 
326,  920 

1H88  

]8fi9                             

]  830     

89  990 

1891                                        

95  805 

1892     

*96,  075 

Nationality. 


Hawaiians 

Half-caste  Uawuiiaus.. 

Americans 

English 

Germans 

Portumieso 

Nnrwcuians 

Chi 


Soiitli  Sua  Islaudurs. . 

JananeHO  

Otiier  loreigners 


1880.       1888.       1890. 


7,164 


1,813 
58 
262 


10  I 


8,770     10,006 


School  attundaucu  is  compulsory. 


6,353 
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Ik'atioHality  of  tvhool  teacherBf  1S9S. 


yationallty. 

IfalM. 

F«oalM. 

ToUl. 

i,  .u  .1,  ,n 

M 

13 
38 
•JO 

» 

28 

30 
10 
2 
8 

70 

Hull  riMtfl 

41 

77 

KuulM. 

ao 

4 

Ollitm 

10 

4  D. 

HAWAIIAN   riDLIC-DKUT  STATKMENT. 

fFroiu  the  Dicnnial  Koport  of  the  MiuisUjr  of  Finance  to  tin;  L»';4iHlativ«'  AMnnmbly  of  1802.1 

On  the  3lst  of  Manh,  1890,  the  boiuled  debt  wjih $1, 93-i,  000. 00 

Ol' rti  is  there  wa«  pai«l  during  tlie  ixriod 7,800,00 

1,920,200.00 
Borrowed  under  autliority  of  acts  : 

Aiiirust  5.  1888 $.">0.  000 

October  21,   18«K1 !»;').  (KM) 

I'ostal  Siivin<^s  Hank  account 2J>,  1(»0 

October  15,  1886 2i:i  700 

387, 800. 00 

Rondrd  debt  March  31,  1892 2,  31 1,  000. 00 

Amount  du«*  d«*}»oHitor.s  in  Po«tal  Savings  Biink  March 
31,  18M2.  for  which  coupon  6  per  cent  bonds  are  on  de- 
posit in  the  Trea.sury  by  the  Postmaster-General 903, 161. 13 

Total  bunded  debt  March  31,  1892 3,217,161.13 

Detaihd  statement  of  bonded  deht  Mareh  SI,  1S9S. 

Act  of  Augusts.  1882: 

Stock  A,  6  per  cent 5f37,  000.  00 

Stock  E,  6  per  cent 11.  r>00.  00 

Stock  O,  G  i»er  cent .3,300.00 

Stock  U,  6  per  cent 25.  fKXJ.  00 

79, 800.  00 

[May  be  redeemed  in  5  yeaj's,  must  be  redeemed  in 

25  years.] 
Act  of  October  15,  1886: 

Loan  in  London 980,000.00 

Stock  A.  6  per  cent 373,000.00 

Stock  K,  G  per  cent 142.  (MK1.  00 

Stock  U,  6  per  cent : 505,  (KK).  00 

2,000, 000. 00 

[May   be  redeemed  in  10  year.^,  must  be  redeemed  in 

25  years.  1 
Act  of  Oct«iber  15,  1888: 

Stock  i:.  6  per  cent 50,  000.  00 

Act  of  October  15,  1890: 

Stock  A,  6  per  cent 95,000.00 

[May  be  redeemed  in  5  years;   must  be  redeemed  in 
10  years.] 
Postal  Sayings  Bank  account: 

Stock  A,  5  i)er  cent $18,  000.  00 

Stock  E,  5  per  cent 9,  fXX).  00 

Stock  ( ),  5  per  cent 2,  100. 00 

29, 100.  00 

[May  be  redeemed  in  5  years ;   must  be  redeemed  in 
20  years.] 
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Act  of  September  27,  1876 : 

Stock  A,  7  per  cent $1,000.00 

Stock  E,  7  per  cent 500.00 

$1,500.00 

[Pavaljle  at  time  specified  on  face,  to  be  not  later  than 
20  years.] 
Act  of  June  22,1868: 

Stock  U,  9  per  cent 10,  000.  00 

Stock  E,  9perccnt 2,  (KX).  00 

Stock  O,  9percent 500.00 

12,  500.  00 

[Stock  U  falls  clue  during  current  biennial  period :  no 
datesa8tobal:ince,buttlieamotnit  is  inconsiderable] 
Board  of  education: 

Stock  A,  12  per  cent 15,  000.  00 

Stock  E,  12  i)er  cent 500.  00 

Stock  I,  12  per  c<-nt 400.  00 

Stock  O,  12  per  cent 200.  00 

Stock  U,  12  per  cent 30,  000.  00 

46, 100.  00 

2,  314.  000.  00 
Due  Postal  Savings  Bank  depositors 903, 161.  13 

3,217,161.13 
IBoard  of  education:  Certain  lands  were  originally  set  apart  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  board  of  education.  These  lands  -were  afterward 
sold,  and  the  amount  realize<l  ($40,000)  was,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  and  these  bonds  issued  to  the  board  of  education.  They  may  be 
canceled  at  anv  time] 

[I'oHtal  mriiif/a  hank:  About  $200,000  to  .$300,000  have  been  withdrawal  since  the 
date  of  the  minister's  report,  about  one-half  of  which  has  been  paid  from  the  gen- 
eral fund  in  the  treasury,  and  the  balance  obtained  by  loans  secured  by  treasury 
Tiotes  of  tlie  Hawaiian  Government,  authorize<l  by  an  act  of  August  30,  1892,  pay- 
able in  from  three  to  eiglitccn  months,  at  6  per  cent.] 

[The  foregoing  bonds  are  all  payable  in  United  States  gold  or  its  ecuiivalent.] 
NoTK  TO  Hawaiian  Dkht  Statemknt — Thtj  matter  bracketed  [     J  was  huppiied 
by  the  Huwuiiau  commission. 


E. 

BUG  A 11   K.STATE9. 
[Consainenernl  Severance,  March  22,  1892.    Consular  reports,  No.  142,  p.  413.] 

The  total  value  of  plantations,  as  taken  from  the  Tlanter's  M«>ntlily,  is  estimated 
at  $32,347,690,  owned  as  follows:  ]Jy  Americans,  $21,735,610.  or  71.lt  ]»er  cent;  by 
I^ritieh,  $6.0:{8.i:{0.  or  18.11  per  cent;  by  (iermans.  $2,0<)h:,(;(H),  or  6.02  per  cent;  by 
Hawaiians,  $266,2.50,  or  0.80  per  cent;  other  nationalities.  $299,1(X),  or  0.90  i)er  cent. 

The  average  monthly  wages  of  emjdoyi^s  in  January,  181K),  wore  as  follows:  Con- 
tract labonjiH,  $17.71;  skilled  laborers,  $t)3.13. 

'i'he  estinuited  area  of  land  now  under  cane  cultivation,  including  three  new 
plantations  of  3,700  acres,  is  67,819  acres,  from  which  the  sugar  exports  reaohetl  2 
tons  per  acre,  or  292,(Ki,5H0  pountls. 

Owing  to  the  present  low  prices  of  sugar,  the  value  of  the  cro]>s  will  de<'roase 
from  the  year  1?^90  while  the  uuantity  of  sugar  exceeds  that  proiluced  in  1890  by 
16,000  tuna. 


nm;\.\ii<»\    riM.Aiv    wirii    iiii:    iiawaimn    i.^lwd.s. 


llatraiiaH  in  tern  al  iaxrt  for  biennial  ptriod»,  lS8i-1801. 
ff%impil«Ml,  fur  the  Hawuitnn  AnniiiU,  from  flnanoe  and  board  of  education  rc|»orU.] 


IftfJ 

1KA4 
IK'*'. 


1883 
1884 

IWW 
1H8H 
1K1H» 
1H91 


18M.' 
18^1  . 
ISNi. 


liHuiiial  iH-rlmU.                    iHeal  MUt«.|  ^^^^. 

Pole. 

Horses. 

Mules. 

Dog. 

MS.  908       $42,810 
52,004         24.075 
ni  7iA          /Ik 

(•) 

$1,M1 
a.  808 
6,279 
8,068 
4.156 

$13,006 
18.024 
U.815 
1I.DH5 
14.  lUO 
13,600 

I  ,      63.115 
09.116 

:-                 '1    "**•"** 

(1) 
(») 
(1) 

Carriages. 

Seamen. 

Roads. 

School. 

Total. 

♦7,125 
8,759 
10. 6:15 
11.835 
13,040 
14,628 

$642 
402 
114 

$00,041 

i03  Of.l 

$87,323 
inn  •»?« 

$683^957 
780.674 
mo  t<n 

1"                                        88.'»  «87 

1                                  '      l,(i:t2  9<t3 

i:,  ■                     (,    1  11A  .v)i 

}  Includcil  in  personal  property  after  1884.      X  Corrooted  by  the  commissioners. 

Tax  per  capita,  annual. 


$.•).  in) 


5.71 
H.  'J'A 


G. 
Hawaiian  revenue  and  expenditures  for  biennial  periods,  1878-1880  to  1890-lSOg. 


1878-1880.1880-1882. 

1882-1884. 

1884-1886. 

1886-1888. 

1888-1890   '««•<»""»<«»• 

REVE.VCE. 

$.')82  846     *710  9>4.^ 

*(UA  Ria 

$980,417 
194, 174 
096.  809 
90,490 

684,749 

$1,204,365 
226. 842 
760.422 
149,483 

513,742 

$1  082,766     *i  -'^-'^5  7ii 

Internal  conimorce 

122,946 
40.-J.  252 
190,  265 

.{18,  .'■,27 
2::,  900 

141,744       178.149 
556,615       680,397 
219  069  1    Mrt  7U» 

'  188, 642 
901,803 
008,316 

33,623 

196.8.'i7 
96:1.496 

458, 62:{ 

260,000 
387,800 

(iovernnM'nt  ivali nation 
iiud  rfrt'iptwof  biiitMius.. 

393, 586 

374,291 
668,900 

1,811,800 
319,932 

34.500 
780, 526 

274,761 

13,  (KK) 

Crown  <'<)iiiiiii(iHiniis -   -- 

12,000 

12,000 

Tot.il   

KXPENHirrRES. 

civil  li«t 

1.703,730 

2.070,259 

3,002,085   3,010,655 

4, 812, 576. 1  8. 632, 106  !    3, 916, 881 

65, 500       100, 000 
15,  075         19,  512 

16  523          IQ  :«« 

148, 500 
20,347 

24,942 
115,892 

127, 931 
14,028 

31,4.'>5 
129,057 

128,925 
.8.067 

60,284 
154,666 

76.800 

4,885 

22,  767 
175. 970 

69.  710 

Pcminnt-nt  nettlcmentM 

Lejnitlaturf  and  i)rivytroiin- 
cil 

4.68.''. 
34,694 

.Tiidiciary  depart iiicnt 

Department  of  war 

Department  of  foreign  af- 

fain« 

Department  of  the  Interior. 

l>epartment  of  tlnanre 

m>partmeiit  «rf  attorney. . 

79,667 
67, 993 

30.a^,0 
0,'i<i.K10 
260, 057 

12.'l  664 

92,874 

177,251 

129, 353 

1,204,703 

299,  430 

i<n  r.'>7 

252.641 

1,  824. 795 

319.062 

260,730 

91,735 

222.678 

1, 162,  126 

566,509 

279,  872 

131,693 
241,470 
•76. 821 

257,996 

l..Vi8,200 

727,264 

279,819 

m»,  913 

247,907 

11,152,338 

l.'>6,445 
779,111 
563,  458 

2.59,237 

197, 010 
316.664 
155,784 
15  494 

181.400 

1,378.885 

695,  'MH 

.391  592 

Ilnruaii  of  puldic  instruc- 
tion   <k. 

lUwrd  of  health 

79,605         84,249 

280.  209 
:529, 81.'i 

03,973       109,608  '     151,742 

622  2f»2 

Coiit  i  n  jient 

Total 

1,495.607   2,282.596   3.216,406 

1 

3,  oo:j.  700 

4,712,285  1  2,671,430  j     4,165,891 

'  Indemnity  account  for  sundry  expenses,    f  Including  recall  and  cancellation  of  bonds,  $625,000. 
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liCceipis,  expenditures,  and  pullic  debt  of  Hawaii. 


Years. 

Eevenue. 

Expendi- 
tures. 

Caah  bal- 
ance in 
treasury. 

Public 
debt. 

1880                                 

$1,703,737 
2, 070,  060 
3,  092,  085 

3,  010,  655 

4,  812,  576 
3,  632, 197 
4, 408,  891 

$1,495,697 

2,  282,  599 

3,  216,  406 

3,  003,  700 

4,  712,  285 

3,  250,  510 

4,  095,  891 

$338,880 
126,541 
2,220 
9,175 
109, 466 
491, 152 
*150,000 

$388,900 
299  200 

1882      

1884 

898, 800 

1888    

1,065  600 

1888 

1,  936,  500 

1890     

2,  59'J  502 

1892 

3,217,161 

*  Estimated  by  the  Conuniseioners. 


S.  Ex.  76 5 
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I. 

IMPORTS  BY  AUTICLES. 

Statement  nhoirituj  the  imports,  in  detail,  into  Hatraii  during  the  ytan  ending  \ti(k  1801. 
[From  Hawaiian  SUtlntical  K«port.] 


Ale,  porter,  beer, 
ami  cider  

AnimalHatKlhlrtlii 

Buildiuj;  luaUTi- 
alH 

Clotliiu;;.    hats, 
and  bootA 

Cual  and  coke 

Crockery  adn 
f^Iaaswart* 

DruKS  and  drug- 
gisU'  wares 

Dry  Koods : 

Cottons 

Linens 

Silks 

Woolens 

Mixed 

Fanry  tofxls,  mil- 
linery, otc 

Fenilizers 

Fish,    dry    and 
Balt<Hi 

Flour  

Fruits,  fresh 

Furniture 

Grain  and  seed  ... 

Groi-eriesand  pro- 
visiuns 

Guns  and  giin  ma- 
terial  

Gunpowder,  blast- 
ing, etc 

Hardware,  tools, 
inii>l<nu('nts,etc. 

Iron,  steel,  etc  . . . 

Jewelry,   plate, 
clocks,  etc 

Leather 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Matches 

Musical  instru- 
ments   

Kaval  stores 

Oils,  including 
kerosene  

Paints,  paint  oil, 


etc  . 


Perfumery  and 
toilet  articles  . 

Railroa^l  material 

Baddl  ery,  car- 
riages, and  ma- 
terial  

Shooks.  bags,  etc . 

Spirits 

Stationery  and 
books  

Tea 

Tinware 

Tobacco,  cigars, 
etc 

Wines,  light 


153,  IM*. 

I 

427,255. 


47,043. 
48,7821. 

282.41.'i  . 

20,  aifj  . 

.'■)1,4<.I6. 
I(t9,  47-2  . 
38. 12'J  . 

131,712. 


96,  6.^0  . 
167.  S.-ifi  . 
9.:{15  . 
110. K08  . 
190,  820  . 
I 
530, 817  . 

13, 739  . 


344, 109  . 

296, 102  . 

7, 4%, . 


124, 535  . 

I 
31, 893  . 


89,  728  . 
122,  783  . 
127,  495  - 

69,  965  . 

20,  587  . 
10,  356  . 


181.  r7i 

101,420 


103,051 


35, 017i 

180,  430 
11,778 
26, 2H2 
48,078 
16,  314i 

87,467| 
28,140' 

70, 977 
144,358 
13,  097 
60,823 
200,448 

398, 632 

10,003 

3.862 

168,566 
36,316 

22,133 
41,  346' 
196,  047, 
187,  745 
11,053 


66.827 
25.6581 


49.281 
132,999 
93,  340 

59,  3651 
17,  502j 
4,  915 


•75,984' 

74.024 


342, 947  . 
56,887. 


29,3921 

39, 498 

230, 424 
30.636 
33,753 
60,  898 
25,709 

108, 816i 
83,03«| 

97, 148i 
150,7371 
10,  955 
75.3411 
237, 154j 

495, 4471 

12, 523| 

4, 075 


28,421 
47,  235 
227,  825 
238,  592 
15.  76l| 


49,  540  . . 

42,6611. 
I 
229,731., 

23,820.. 

41.031  . 
107,  5«9  . , 

28,260' 


I 


I 


128, 702! 

35.245 

14,883 
16, 128| 

I 

66, 619; 
151, 483 
114, 101 

79, 0381 
37, 392i 
7.545| 


96,760 
176.  86;{! 
12,720l 
84,  382 
280,067 

469, 501 

22,719 

4.778 


56.  801 
46,  897; 
202,  370 
197.951 
13,  222 


I 


85,448 
44,742 


71,599 
121, 14r 
93.  4371 

74,328 
19.508 
7,544 


|10«,07l» 
159,805 


100.466  174,703 


60.028 
01.669 

347,735 
30,296 
30,992 

108,840 
34,021 

141.809 


90.655 
171,9681 
11.733' 
09,670, 
245, 457, 

489,  9771 

20,305 

4.527 

282,213 
43,219 

48,228 
41.578 
240,  001 
357, 466 
12,567 


124,036 


14,184 
110,  350 


65,523 
66,078 
168,  708 

74,274 
77.  239 
24,5061 


105,962 
202.068 
12,  782 
106,977 
372.265 

504,047 

27,784. 

2,088' 


71.566 
45.0921 
.343,5211 
532, 080 

13, 452| 

19,9941 
77. 578 

140. 615 

56.819 

20, 917 
114,617 


135, 621 
207,137 
118.871 

66,891 
24,186 
9.  301 


Total 5,  624, 240  4,  854,  787  3,  830,  545,4,  877,  739,4, 596,  534  4,  540,  887  5,  438,  791  6.  962,  2017,  439, 483 


ANNEXATION    TREATY    WITH    THE    HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS.  67 

J. 

EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

Statement  showing  the  principal  exports  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
QUANTITIES. 


Articles. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Sugar pounds-. 

Molasses gaUons.. 

Bice pounds.. 

Paddy pounds.. 

Coffee pounds.. 

Hides number.. 

Tallow pounds . . 

Goatskins number. . 

"Wool pounds.. 

Fungus pounds.. 

Bananas bunches . . 

114, 177,  938 

221,  293 

12, 169.  475 

459;  633 

8.131 

26,  007 

77.  098 

23,402 

528,  913 

2,111 

28,848 

114. 107. 155 

193, 997 

11,  619,  000 

1,  368.  705 

16,  057 

38,  955 

32,  252 

24,798 

318. 271 

3,783 

142, 644, 923 

no,  530 

9,  493,  000 

46,224 

4,231 

21.  026 

2,864 

20,125 

407,623 

171,  350,  314 

57.941 

7,367,253 

216,  223.  615 

113. 137 

7,  338,  716 

1,675 
19,045 

5,931 
31,207 
21  305 

19,  782 
474, 121 

21,173 
418,784 

44,902  1              60,046 

58,  040 

45,862 

Articles. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

Sugar pounds . . 

Molasses gallons . . 

Kice pounds.. 

Paddy pounds.. 

Coffee pounds.. 

Hides number.. 

Tallow pounds . . 

Goatskins number.. 

Wool pounds.. 

212,  763, 647 
71,  222 
13,  684.  200 
400 
5,300 
28,639 
56,713 
16,  223 
75,  911 

235,  888,  346 

47,965 

12,  878,  600 



242, 165. 835 

54,612 

9,  669,  896 

259, 768, 462 

74.  926 

10,  579,  000 

274,  983,  580 

55,845 

4,  900, 450 

7,130 
24.494 

204.  743 
17,  589 

562.  289 

43,673 
27,158 
97,125 
11,715 
241,925 

88,  593 
28,196 
33, 876 
8,661 
374,724 

3,051 
26,057 
27,925 

7,316 
97, 119 

Bananas bunches.. 

58.  936 

71,335 

105, 630 

97,204 

116,660 

Articles. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

18S5. 

1886. 

$8, 356.  061 

7,050 

387,  297 

$9.  775. 132 
14.502 
326,  629 

Bice           

Paddy 



Coffee        

1 

283 
71,533 

1  067 

Hides 

111  911 

Tallow 

1  Oil 

Goatskins 

15.023 
49. 574 

1''  644 

Wool 

37  700 

58,  810 

43  824 

All  other 

■ 


Total 

$6,885,437 

$7,924,727 

$7,977,909 

$9,158,818 

$10,665,886 

Articles. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

8n  gar 

$8,  694,  964 
10.  !S22 
55  J,  295 

$10,818,883 

5,  eito 

577. 583 

$13. 089. 302 

6.185 

451, 134 

$12, 159. 285 

7.0)3 

645,  ■]30 

$9. 550, 988 
4  7"'l 

MfllaBBes 

Rice 

263.465 

Paddy 

Coffeo 

972 
9fl,8.'->l 
1.  121 

7.  y.'iK 

7.010 

1.698 
85.  K'.3 

7.  507 

8.  H77 
41.084 

8.026 
72,  974 
4.214 
6.461 
23.876 

14,737 
70. 1VI9 
1.  140 
3.  182 
86.806 

1,018 
C4. 032 

71(1 

111,1,8 

Tallow 

1  '•P 

Wool 

8.000 

Fuiivciin 

Bannnas 

64.708 

69.249 

185,278 

176,351 

179,  501 

All  otlu^rH 

Total 

9,435,204 

11,631,465 

13.810,071 

13, 02:1. 304 

10,344.826 

0':>  AM.NLXAIIUN     I1C1;A1V     WHH     111!.     HAWAIIAN     l-i.AM>S. 

K. 

IMPORTS   AND  EXPOIlTfl   IIY   COl'NTniRS. 

Stalrmmt  thowing  the  value  of  importB  into  and  exports  from  Hawaii,  from  and  to  the 
aeveral  countriei. 


Fn»  and  to. 

1884. 

188S. 

1880. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1800. 

1801. 

IMTOm  llfTO 
HAWAII. 

I'ultwl  Stair* 

OrMt  Brlfcain 

12. 835. 127 
715.532 
197,531 

12,940.837 
556.906 
155  K03 

♦3,724.00613,059.157 
551.711        660.641 
144,207        182.343 

$3,344,661 
652,171 
182  020 

♦4,802  995 15.  284,  ew 
e74,8:t2    1,204,022 
90  747        147.288 

♦6.496,608 

•  884. 146 

227.392 

185.158 
287.950 
21,866 

AtuttralMia 

Cbin«  and  Japan.. 

29,  375         16.  803 
178,162       118, 8«4 
21,121         14,884 

29,352;       157,8711       110.924 
257.913|      258,885       119,618 
11,495         11,605         10.292 

118,1921       142,494 

200,  928'      313,  807 

4,781           7.803 

Total 

4, 837.  5141  8,830.544 

4,877,738   4,943,841    4,540,857 

5.438,791    8,962.901 

7. 439,  483 

BXPOBTS     rSOM 
HAWAn. 

UnitfMl  StatM 

8,838,206 

10. 412. 827 

13,840,623 

13.073,47710,198,278 

lireat  Britain ' 

12, 201) 
3.  322 
3,198 

10. 170 
1  mil 

i7.258 
16.454 

6.813 
11,905 
9.884 

18,110 

12.  5:{6,        34,  651 

Ifllan<la  in  PaciHo 

30,  7891         14. 153 

Total 

8,184,923 

9,089.818 

10,565,886!  9.529,547 

11.707,699  13,874.841 

13,142,829|l0.258.7ft8 

Total  value  of  oxporta  for  1883  waa  $8,133,344. 


L. 


Annual  valuf  of  Ilanaiian  imports  and  export*. 


Years. 

Im  porta. 

Exports,  t 

Importa  and 
export*. 

Customs 
rt-ceipta. 

188^                      .  . 

♦4,547,979 
5,624,240 

4.  854.  787 

3.  830,  545 

4,  877.  739 
4.  596,  8.34 

4,  540,  887 

5.  438,  791 
6,9<i2,241 
7,  43'.i,  483 

♦6, 885, 437 
7,924.727 
7, 977, 909 
9, 158, 818 
10,  565,  888 
9.  435,  204 
11.631.485 
13.  810.  071 
13,  023.  304 
10,  244,  325 

♦11. 433.  418 
13.548,987 
12,  832.  696 
12,989.368 
15,  443.  625 
14  032  038 

♦505,391 
577.343 

1883  

1884 

551,737 

1885 

502,337 

1888 

580,444 

1887 

<;a<;  {V)a 

1888 •- 

16.172,352  '       548,143 

1H89     

19  24-'^  >*fi2  '       550  010 

1890 

19.  985,  5u5  1       695  957 

1891       ...     - 

17.  683.  808 

732  595 

Total     

52,713,486 

100.  657, 148 

153, 370, 632 

5.  836,  960 

•As  (riven  in  the  Hawaiian  cn^toms  returns.  The  Hawaiian  Annual  gives  the  following  figures: 
From  the  United  States.  ♦5.294,278.57;  from  Great  Britain.  $1,201,329.43.  The  total  imports  agree  in 
both  publications.    The  commission  cousider.  in  this  particular,  that  the  Hawaiian  Annoalia correct. 

t  Dumestic  exporta  only. 
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M. 
NATIONALITY   OF  SHIPPING. 

Statement  shoicing  the  nationality  of  vesseh  engaged  in  the  foreign  carrying  trade  of 
Haivaii. 

CLEARANCES. 


Nationality. 

1882. 

1883. 

1834. 

1885. 

1886. 

Xo. 
179 
19 
44 
11 
1 
4 

Tong. 
103,  591 
5,613 
56,025 
5,716 
244 
1,430 

No. 

195 
23 
42 
6 

Tom. 
117,  '.•52 

7,867 
53,  310 

4,882 

No. 
191 
29 
11 
4 
4 
2 

Tons. 
135,618 
41,  398 
3,672 
2,959 
3,225 
954 

No. 
184 
18 
30 
5 
2 
4 

Tons. 
131,011 
6,982 
38.  749 
2,377 
720 
3,817 

No. 
220 
29 

38 
8 

Tons. 

128,  224 
40,242 
30, 435 
5,581 

British        

Frenrh                     

All  other 

1 

1,305 

7 

6,206 

Total 

258 

172,  619 

267 

185, 316 

241 

187,  826 

243 

183,  656 

302 

219,688 

Nationality. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889.  - 

1890. 

1891. 

No.       Tons. 
177     120,108 
43  i     61,398 
18  ]     19,869 
6  1      4,628 
1 

No. 
164 
43 

Tons. 
113,069 
65. 115 
28,715 
6,385 

No.      Tons. 

185  I  125, 196 
44       56,670 
22       21, 108 
5  1       3,337 

No.  !     Tons. 

224  i  153,  098 
35  1     43,641 
16  •     22,912 
9  :       7,070 

No. 

233 
21 
33 
9 

Tons. 
169, 472 
26, 869 
52,866 
9,005 

Britidh 

French 

All  other 

8  1      6. 486 

8 

6, 892 

13       12,268 

9         9, 980 

15 

16,640 

252     ^T^  ^8Q 

247 

222, 216 

269     ^18  ^^^     ''o^     5!;^ft  7ni 

311 

274, 852 

52d  Congress,  >  SENATE.  ( Ex.  Doc. 

2d  JSession.      )  (    No.  77. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MESSAGE 

FROM    THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANS.AnXTING 


Correspondence  respecting  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  from  September  ^  1820^  to  January^  1893. 


FEunuAitY  17,  1893.— Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  liorewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  lath 
instant,  coverin*^  a  report  with  accompanying?  correspondence  respect- 
in^Mchitions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Ishindsfi-om 
September,  1820,  to  January,  1893. 

BENJ.   llAltKISUN. 

Executive  IMansion, 

Washington^  February  16,  1893, 


The  President: 

In  further  rehitiou  to  the  subject,  and  as  bein<?  of  interest  in  con- 
junction with  tlie  papers  subinittin^-  the  treaty  conchided  and 
si;(ncd  at  VVashinf;ton  on  the  14th  of  February,  instant,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  with  a  messa*;e  on  the  15th  instant,  the  undersigned.  Secre- 
tary of  State,  has  the  honor  to  submit  tiie  accompanying,^  report  by 
Andrew  II.  Allen,  cliief  of  the  Bureau  of  Kolls  and  Library  of  this  De- 
])artment,  upon  tlie  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands  frcnn  l<SL>Oto  ISlKj,  supi)lcm('nted  by  an  aj^jjcndix  and 
C()j)ics  of  considerable  correspondence  involved  in  the  narrative. 

This  report  shows  that  from  an  (Mirly  day  tlie  ])olicy  of  the  I'nittMl 
States  has  been  consistently  and  constantly  dechncd  a«^aiiist  any  for- 
ei«,ni  ap:^Tession  in  th(^  Kinj^dom  of  Hawaii  inimical  to  the  necessarily 
panimount  ri;;lits  and  interests  of  the  American  people  tliere,  and  tho 
unilbrm  coritcm|>lation  of  their  annexation  as  a  continj^ent  necessity, 
r.ut  beyond  thai  it  is  shown  that  anncxati(Hi  h:is  Immmi  on  more  than 
one  occasion  avowed  as  a  policy  and  attt'mpted  as  a  fact.  Such  a  solu- 
tion was  admitted  as  ciuly  as  i8o()  l>y  s<.  far  Ki<;hted  a  statesman  as 
Ijord  I'almerston  when  he  recommended  to  a  visiting'  Hawaiian  com- 
mission the  contini^eucy  of  a  i)rotectorate  under  the  United  States  or 
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of  brcomin;;  an  intt'^rral  i»:irt  of  tliis  nation  in  fnllillnu-nl  of  a  destiny 
diu'  to  close  nei^^hborliotNl  anii  coniincrt'ial  dependence  n}H)ii  the  Pa- 
cillr  States. 

lCar]\  in  l"^.")!  a  eontin<^M'nt  deed  of  cession  of  the  kin<i:doin  was  drawn 
and  si«rned  by  the  kin;;  and  placetl  sealed  in  tiie  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  I'nited  States,  who  was  to  open  it  and  act  npon  its  pro- 
\isions  at  ilic  lirst  hostile  shot  tired  by  France  in  snbversion  of  Hawai- 
ian independence. 

In  is:. I  .Mr.  Man'V  advocated  annexation  and  a  diaft  of  a  treaty  was 
aetnally  agreed  npon  with  the  Hawaiian  ministry,  bnt  its  t'omplction 
was  dela>  «'d  b\  tin*  sMc<-esstuI  exercise  of  forci^^n  intlnence  upon  the  heir 
to  the  throne,  ami  linallv  defeated  by  the  death  of  the  king,  Kaineha- 
ineha  111. 

In  1S(»7,  Mr.  Seward,  havinp:  ])ecome  advised  of  a  strong:  anm*xation 
sentiuMMit  in  tin*  islands,  instrncti'd  our  minister  at  Jlonoluin  la\oiai>ly 
to  receive  any  nati\c  overtures  Ibr  annexaticm.  And  on  the  iL'th  of 
Se])tend)cr,  1S(J7,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  MeC'ook,  "'that  if  the  policy  of  annex- 
ation should  contlii't  with  the  i>olicy  of  reciprocity,  annexation  is  in  every 
case  to  1m'  ])referr(Ml.'" 

l*rc>ident  .lohnson  in  his  annual  message  of  I)ecend)er  9,  1808,  re- 
pardi'd  reciprocity  with  Hawaii  as  desirable,  ''until  the  people  of  the 
islands  shall  of  themselves,  at  no  distant  day,  voluntarily  apply  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Tnion.^  * 

in  1S71,  on  the  Tith  of  A])ril,  President  (Irant  in  a  special  messap:e 
siirnifieantly  s(»licitcd  sonu'  expressicm  of  the  views  of  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  advisability  of  annexation. 

In  an  instruction  of  .NIarch  25, 187^^,  Mr.  Fish  considered  the  necessity 
of  annexing  the  islands  in  accordance  with  the  wise  foresight  of  those 
"who  see  a  fiituiethat  must  extend  the  jurisdiction  and  the  linnts  of 
this  nation,  and  that  will  lequire  a  resting  spot  in  midocean  between 
the  I'acitic  ('oast  and  the  vast  domains  of  Asia,  which  are  now  opening 
to  commen*e  and  Christian  civilization."  And  he  directed  our  minister 
**  not  to  discourage  tiie  feeling  which  may  exist  in  favor  of  annexation 
to  the  L'nited  States^"  but  to  seek  and  eten  invite  information  touch- 
ing the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  that  object  might  be  etlected. 

Since  the  <(mclusion  of  the  reci])rocity  treay  of  1875,  it  has  been  the 
obvious  j)oli<-y  of  the  succeeding  administrations  to  assert  and  defend 
against  otiier  powers  the  exclusive  commercial  rights  of  the  I'nited 
States  and  to  foitify  the  maintenance  of  the  existing  Hawaiian  (iov- 
ernment  through  the  direct  sui)])ort  of  the  Uint<*d  State's,  so  long  as 
that  (r(>vernment  shall  prove  able  to  protect  our  paramount  r.ghts  and 
interests. 

On  December  1,  1881,  Mr.  Blaine,  in  an  instiniction  to  the  American 
minister  at  Honolulu,  wrote: 

It  [this  GovfininontJ  tirmly  believes  that  tin*  position  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  a« 
the  k«'v  to  the  cltmiinion  of  tlui  American  Pacilic,  demands  their  benevolent  neu- 
trality, to  which  end  it  will  earnestly  coiiperate  with  tin*  native  jx^vernment.  And 
if,  tlirouj;!)  any  rause.  the  maintenance  of  such  a  i>osition  of  l)enevolent  neutrality 
Rhould  he  found  by  Hawaii  to  hv  impracticable,  this  Government  would  tlu*n  unhes- 
itatingly me«'t  the  altered  situation  by  seeking  au  avowedly  American  solution  for 
the  gravr  issues  j)rescnte<i. 

Kesj)ectfully  submitted, 

John  W.  Foster. 
Depautmi^nt  of  State, 

February  15,  1S93, 
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Departivient  of  State, 
bltreau  of  eolls  and  library, 

Washington,  February  9,  1893. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  direction  of  the  30th  of  January  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  on  relations  with 
the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Kespectfully, 

Andrew  H.  Allen. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


iiKrnr.T  iroN  tiif  nFriri\i,  \m.mm  of  m:  i'mted  statf:s  wirn  tiif 

lUWllHN  |<|,\Mis  [\m  TIIF  FIIIST  AFFUINTMLNT  OF  A  CONSlLAIt  UFFICKIl 
TIIFIIF  IIV  Till^  I.UVFIINMFNT. 


On  S«'pt('nib(»r  1!>,  1Sl»(»,  Mr.  .lolin  ('.  .loiios  was  a]»i»(>iiit<Ml  to  rosidc 
at  tin*  Sandwich  Islands  in  tliecapacity  of  "ApMit  of  tlio  United 
Statos  for  mnunorcc  and  seanuMi."  To  tliose  fnnctions  there  were  added 
to  tlie  «luties  of  tlie  aj^ent  a  j^^eneral  sui»eivision  of  Ani(»riran  interests 
in  tlie  islaiids  ronceriiin«,^  the  status  of  whicli  he  advis«'d  the  Dejjart- 
nient  from  time  to  time.  Other  otlii;ial  information  touehinji"  tliese 
interests,  and  events  tlien  eurrent  there,  was  occasionally  allorded  by 
otlicers  of  the  Navy,  on  visitinjr  vessels,  whose  instrnctions  jiermitted 
tiMMr  frieuilly  intervention  in  such  affairs  of  the  country  as  tln^'y  might 
with  ]U'opriety  re;;ard  as  of  importance  to  this  (Iovernm«Mit. 

In  c<»nse<puMice  of  instiuctions  in  May,  1Sl\*>,  to  (Commodore  Ilnll,  U. 
S.  Navy,  in  command  of  the  Tacilic;  scpnidron,  then  at  Callao,  Thonnis 
11])  Cateshy  Jones,  commandinjjf  the  V.  S.  tS.  Ptavocl\  was  sent  the  fol- 
lowin^year  to  Honolulu  on  a  visit  of  friendly  inspection,  to  relieve  the 
nati\  e  autluu  ities  of  the  annoyance  occasioned  ])y  deserters  from  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  tlie  islands,  and  to  endeavor  to  adjust  certain  claims  due 
American  liti/.ens  tluTe  n*sident.  The  objects  of  this  visit  were  suc- 
cessfully ac<()mpli>]ied.  and  ('apt.  Jones  nefi^otiated  a  treaty  (ff  frieml- 
shi]),  commerce,  and  navipition  with  the  Kin<;,  which  was  sifjfned  J)e- 
cend)er  23.  ISHf).  This  was  the  first  treaty  formally  negotiated  by  tlie 
IIaN\aiians  with. any  foreij^ii  power,  and  altluuigh  it  was  never  ratified 
by  tills  (loNcrnnient.  certain  of  its  sti|tulations  appear  to  have  embodied 
friendly  vicas  and  purposes  of  the  United  States  which  were  considered 
morally  binding  by  both  parties.  (A  copy  of  the  treaty  will  be  found 
in  A}>i)endix  — . 

In  ISiM),  Ua])t.  Finch,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Vinceuues^  visited  the 
islands  as  the  bear<'r  of  presents  and  a  letter,  dated  January  1*0  of  that 
year,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  behalf  of  the  President.  Jn 
that  letter  Mr.  Southard  said: 

The  I'resident  anxiously  Lopes  that  peace  aud  kindness  and  justice  will  prevail 
between  your  pe(»]»le  and  those  citi/ons  of  the  United  States  who  visit  your  ishuHls, 
and  that  the  regulations  of  your  governnient  will  be  such  U8  to  enforce  them  upon 
all. 

Our  citizens  who  violate  your  laws  or  interfere  with  your  regulations  violate  at 
tlie  same  finu'  their  duty  to  their  own  Government  aud  country,  and  merit  censure 
and  punishment. 

From  time  to  time  thereafter  naval  vessels  of  the  United  States  vis- 
ited Hawaii  and  intervened  in  a  friendly  way  in  their  affairs.  Among 
them  the  United  States  frigate  P<ftomac,  with  Commodore  Downs, 
touched  at  Honolulu  soim  after  the  deportation,  in  December,  1831,  of 
the  Ii'oman  Catholic  luiests  who  had  been  introduced  into  the  country 
in  ls_!7  by  the  h'n*ncli,  and  that  olVicer  interceded  sujcessfully  in  be- 
lialf  of  some  of  their  c(Miverts,  who  were  undergoing  persecution  at 
the  hands  of  the  native  Government.  These  i^ersecutious  were  not 
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finally  arres^ted  until  1839,  in  July  of  which  year  the  French  frigate 
L\'irtemif;e,  Laplace,  commander,  visited  there.  Laplace  propounded 
several  demands  for  the  adoi)tion  of  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
Catholics  and  ottered  a  treaty  of  commerce,  etc.,  threatening  in  the 
event  ol*  noncompliance  with  the  demands  and  nonsignature  of  the 
treaty  by  tlic  Hawaiian  authorities  to  proceed  forthwith  to  hostilities. 
Tiie  American  consul  was  notified  by  Laplace  at  the  same  time  that  the 
AnKU'ican  Protestant  clergy  would  be  treated  as  a  part  of  the  native 
p()l)ulation  when  hostilities  should  begin,  he  legarding  them  as  the  in- 
stigators of  the  alleged  insults  to  France.  The  treaty,  however,  was 
signed  by  the  prenuer,  in  the  King's  name,  and  violence  was  averted. 

Under  tlie  provisions  of  article  VI  of  this  treaty  intoxicating  liquors 
were  introduced.     (Appendix.) 

At  about  the  same  time  the  British  consul,  Mr.  Charlton,  who  had 
long  been  at  odds  with  the  native  Government,  left  to  ])resent,  en  route 
to  London,  certain  personal  claims  and  complaints  to  the  British  naval 
£orce  on  the  South  Pacific  station.  Already  his  rei)resentations  had 
secured  the  violent  intervention  of  Lord  Edward  Knssell,  commanding 
H.  B.  M.  S.  Acteon,  and  that  officer  had  "  negotiated  a  treaty  "  under 
the  guns  of  his  shiij,  which  was  signed  November  16,  1830.  (Appen- 
dix.) 

Cliarlton  did  not  return,  but  the  result  of  his  errand  was  the  visit  in 
February,  1843,  of  Lord  George  Paulet,  commanding  H.  B.  .M.  S.  Carj/s- 
fortj  who  seized  the  islands  in  the  Queen's  name  and  forced  from  the 
King,  Kamehameha  111,  a  deed  of  cession,  which  was  pathetically  pro- 
claimed by  the  unfortunate  monarch  on  the  2oth  of  that  month.  The 
Government  was  immediately  pnt  in  commission  by  a  ])r()('lamation  of 
Lord  George,  he  and  (in  the  King's  absence)  tlie  King's  deputy,  ^Ir. 
Jndd,  with  others,  being  of  the  commission.  On  the  11th  of  May  Mr. 
Judd  resigned,  after  a  protest  against  some  of  the  acts  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  thus  withdrew  the  King  from  all  further  particii)ation  in  their 
course.  The  remaining  members  of  the  commission  continued  to  ad- 
minister the  Government  and  to  perform  various  sovereign  functions. 
Among  others,  they  raised  a  native  regiment,  which  they  called  ''  The 
Queen's  Own,"  but  which  they  armed  and  ecpiipped  at  the  expense  of 
tlie  Hawaiian  treasury,  and  the  otllicers  of  which  they,  of  course,  re- 
(luired  to  make  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  Queen. 

Commodore  Ki^arney,  U.  S,  Navy,  on  board  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Con- 
slcllafion,  arrived  on  tlie  11th  of  July,  and  ])romi)tIy  ])rotested  against 
the  King's  deed  of  cession,  and  also  against  the  ads  oi'the  commission 
wherein  the  rights  of  American  citizens  had  sntVered  in  :in\  degnu'. 
The  King  retjirned  to  Honolulu  on  the  2r)th  of  Jnly,  and  on  the  2<;tli 
Jii'ar-Admiral  'i'homas,  U.  N.,  entered  the  harbor  on  board  H.  B.  M.  S. 
Dublin^  from  Valparaiso.  After  friendly  conferences  i)ct  ween  tlie  King 
and  the  adiniial,  an  agreement  was  signed,  the  Hawaiian  Hag  was 
rest()i'e<l  on  .Inly  31,  I.SI3,  aud  Lend  (Jeorge  Panh't's  act  of  sei/nre  disa- 
vowed.    (Appendix,) 

in  this  rehition  I\Ii'.  r'ox,  in  a  not(M)f  June  25,  1SI3,  to  Mr.  I  pshnr, 
used  tlie  following  language: 

I  ail)  (linchMJ  l»y  t,ln«  Karl  of  AbonhMMi  to  static  to  y<ni,  for  tlu«  inrormation  of  tho 
(Jovrniiiiciit  of  Mill  I'ljitrd  SlatcH.  that,  tln^  otM-upal  ion  of  llir  Saiidwirli  Islniwis  was 
ail  act  «•llti^^^Iy  iiiiaiitlioriztMl  hy  llor  Majesty's (iovmiiiuMit;  and  that  with  the  h«aat 
juacticahh- ihday  diic  iiuiuirywill  1m^  iiiado  into  Ihr  i»ro(«MMlin^s  which  UmI  to  it. 
(Aj»i)»!ii(li\.) 

[Ill  an  iii^'cnicniH  (Init  not  inKcnuoiiH)  pU^i  of  dcfcnso  a^fainst  the  claim  of  tlio 
Kin^  for  coiiipnisation  and  icinihinHcnuMit,  the  F.aii  of  ,\lM'nl«'<«n  satislicd  himsolf 
that  no  such  cliiim  conhl  l)c  «<ntcrtain»Ml  hy  (Jn^it  Britain.  Ht>  rc;;ardcd  the  M«M/,nro 
by  Lord  (icoigc  I'anlct  an  not  *' foicihlo  ".—History  Hawaiian  IsiandH,  .larvcs.J 
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Tlie  iiuliivct  ratises  of  this  outrapo  weiv  (M>inj)li('ate<l,  but  of  assiKtod 
iiid  jM'isistriit  j^rowtli.  From  tin*  early  days  of  forrifjii  iiitvrcsts  and 
iiuiiii;:iatioii  ill  Ifuwaii  llif  AiiMiii-an  rlmu'iit  liiid  i»r«Ml(»iiiiiiatr<l.  TIu^ 
coiitnitioii  ol  tlir  two  luiiicipai  I'JirojM'im  nut  inns  siMidiii;;:  ships  into 
thi'  Norili  Pacific — I^n;;laiid  ami  I'rance — for  supremacy  in  the  ishimis 
was  hampered  by  this  fact.  The  remedy  a<h»pted  by  the  Freiieh  was 
the  intnuliictioii  of  a  rival  reb«j:ioii.  It  was  the  belief  of  the  British 
consul  that  American  inllnence  mi;;:ht  thus  be  broken,  and  tlie  field  left 
<'lear  fnr  a  settlenuMit  of  tlie  (juestion  of  ultimate  sover«'i;:nty  b«*tweeii 
the  two  j)owers,  whose  policy  in  that  i)art  of  the  world  was  one  of  eon- 
(piest  or  coloni/.aticm.  The  native  sentiment  turned  toward  that  pe<>ple 
]»y  whom  their  independence  had  been  tirst  virtmilly  acknowled;red. 
The  treaty  ne^^otiated  by  ('apt.  dones  had  l)een  the  first  actual  reco;;: 
iiition  of  their  autonomy.  For  while  that  treaty  hail  not  been  fornnilly 
ratified,  it  had  been  observed  as  morally  bindin;;.  The  Fnited  States 
had  manifested  towards  the  llawaiians  a  spirit  of  p^ood will,  and  had 
maintained  an  attitude  of  neighborly  resj>ect  in  all  oflicial  relations. 
Tile  visits  ot  their  naval  vessels  had  been  fjenerally  helpful  and  encour- 
aging:: the  purposes  of  their  immi*:rants  had  been  ^reiHMally  civilizinj; 
and  pro;,n'essive.  \\y  the  policy  of  the  French  and  IOn«:lish  t):e  Ameri- 
cans weie  thrust  into  a  positicui  of  defense  alon<,^si(le  of  the  initive 
l)oi)ulat  ion,  and  t  hreateiuMl  with  a  share  of  the  ])unishment  to  be  visited 
ujion  the  j^overnment  for  the  fancied  insults  and  wrongs  suttered  by 
tln^  l)eople  of  those  two  nations. 

J>ut  a  short  time  before  the  event  just  recited,  William  Riehanls,  a 
cler^iymen,  and  Titnoteo  llaalilio,  of  the  Ivin«;\s  suite,  the  first  embassy 
from  HaN\aii,  had  left  for  the  United  States,  thence  to  i)roceedto  Fnj; 
land  and  France,  upon  tln^  erraml  of  seeuriufj  recojifnition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  ^^overnment.  Mr.  Richards  had  been  formerly  sent 
to  this  country  in  is;3<;  by  the  Kin^*  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  service  of 
some  AnuMJcan  eminent  in  public  life  as  advisers  to  the  chiefs;  but  his 
mission  ha<l  l)een  unsuccessful. 

The  embassy  havinjj:  arrived  at  NN'ashinjjton  addressed  a  commuidca- 
tion  to  Mr.  Wel>ster  on  the  1  tth  of  Decendjer,  1842,  setting;  forth  the 
situation  of  affairs  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  recitinj^  the  prof^ress  of 
tlie  i>eoj>le  in  the  ])atlis  of  civilization;  their  aspirations,  an<l  the  neces- 
sity that  demanded  the  fornnilation  by  the  Kin^i^  of  some  detinitt^  foreign 
policy.  :ind  tiie  assumption  by  his  government  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  (►ther  i>owers. 

Mr.  Webster  answered  them  on  the  19th,  declaring  in  the  mime  of 
the  JMesident  reco^^-nition  of  tlie  indepen(bMH'e  of  the  Hawaiian (Jovern- 
meiit  and  tlie  sense  of  the  Fnited  States  that  no  interference  with  the 
Kinu  by  lorei;:!!  jjowers  should  be  count<'nan<*e<l.  lie  i>ointed  out  the 
interest  of  the  American  peoi)le  in  the  islands  and  the  reasons  for  such 
interest,  and  added  that  in  so  obvious  a  case  the  President  did  not  re- 
gard a  formal  treaty  or  the  establishment  of  formal  diplomatic  rela- 
tions as  then  necessary.  He  concluded  with  the  assurance  that  not 
impro]>ably  tlu'  correspondence  would  l)e  made  thesul)ject  of  a  commu- 
nication to  Congress,  and  be  thus  otlicially  made  known  to  the  Gov- 
(Muments  of  the  principal  commercial  nations  of  Europe.  The  Presi- 
dent communicated  the  correspondence  to  Congress  on  the  .'30th  of 
December,  with  a  special  message  declarative  of  his  policy.  (Ap- 
pendix.) 

This  recognition  of  Hawaiian  independence  was,  as  we  shall  see, 
afterwards  confirmed  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Proceeding  to  England  the  Hawaiian  ambassadors  were  finally  bug- 
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cessful  in  London  in  securing,  on  the  28tli  of  November,  1843,  a  conven- 
tion between  France  and  Great  Britain,  engaging  them  "  reciprocally 
to  consider  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  independent  state,  and  never  to 
take  possession,  either  directly  or  under  title  of  protectorate,  or  under 
any  other  form,  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed."    (Appendix.) 

This  convention  did  not,  however,  guarantee  the  autonomy  of  the 
islands  as  against  any  third  power,  nor  did  it  contain  any  expression 
of  oi>inion  on  that  point  similar  in  spirit  to  Mr.  Webster's  declaration 
of  the  pre(;edlng  December.  Its  intention  seems  to  have  been  simply 
reciprocally  to  bind  those  two  powers  to  do  one  thing — that  is,  "to  con- 
sider the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  independent  state" — and  to  refrain 
from  doing  another  thing — that  is,  ''  never  to  take  possession,"  under 
any  pretext,  "  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of  which  they  are  composed." 

in  conse^iuence  of  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  message  of 
President  Tyler,  of  December  30,  1842,  Congress  made  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  (compensation  of  a  diplomatic  oHicer  from  this  Government 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  on  March  3,  1843,  Mr.'George  Brown,  of 
Massachusetts,  was  api)ointed  commissioner.  Mr.  Brown  arrived  at 
Honolulu  in  October  following,  and,  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  pre- 
sented his  credentials,  with  an  address  to  the  King,  in  which  he  asked 
in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  lavorable  and  imi)artial 
treatment,  at  the  same  time  assuring  the  monarch  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  no  wish  to  secure  for  itself  or  its  citizens  any  exclusive  priv- 
ileges.   The  King,  answering,  said  upon  this  point: 

You  may  assure  your  Governmout  that  I  shall  always  cousider  the  citizens  of  th® 
United  States  as  entitled  to  equal  privileges  with  those  of  the  nu^st  favored  nation. 
(Appendix.) 

Unfortunately,  soon  after  Mr.  Brown\s  arrival — by  the  latter  part  of 
the  following  August — a  cause  of  serious  ditterence  arose  between  him 
and  the  King's  Government  in  the  case  of  John  Wiley,  an  American 
citizen,  who  had  been  arrested  charged  with  the  commission  of  a  crime 
or  misdemeanor,  and  to  whom  trial  by  jury  had  been  denied  by  the 
local  governor. 

Th(3  treaty  with  France,  above  alhided  to  as  secured  by  Capt.  La- 
])lace  at  the  mouth  of  his  guns,  contained  a  stipnlation  (Article  vi) 
that— 

No  FrciirliniMu  accnsiMl  of  any  erinm  whatever  shall  bt^  judged  otlu'rwiso  than  hy 
a.jiiry  couiijoscd  of  foreign  residcnls,  i)roposed  by  the  consul  of  Franco  and  acieptrd 
by  (he  (Jovenmieiit  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  lS14,a<'onvention  with(ireat  Britain  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  King's  Government  which  containi'd  (Article  ill)  the 
same  provision  in  identical  \)\\v:\^i\  vt  n  t<(  ( is  m  utti  n  d  is.  This  treaty  Innl  been 
seenred  very  much  alter  the  I'ashion  observed  by  Laplace.  Within  less 
than  <me  year  Ix'tbre  its  signature  the  islands  had  been  seized  by  Great 
Jirilaiu  and  had  been  adciiuately  achised  of  the  power  of  i^ngland. 
Tlu^  King's  embassy  was  still  absent,  and  the  newly  arrived  British 
consul  geneiai  had  communicate<l  the  fact  that  he  was  witlu)ut  discre- 
tion to  alter  terms.  The  treaty  was  itself,  in  still  other  respects,  objec- 
tionable to  the  American  commissioner  l)y  reason  of  apparent  discrim- 
inalion  in  favor  of  lOngland  and  against  the  Tnited  States,  and  it  had 
already  been  the  subject  <d"  an  eainesl  i>i'ot<'sl  on  his  p;irl.  And  now, 
there  being  no  tr<'aty  with  the  United  States,  the  King's  promise  mailo 
in  his  speech  t-o  that  commissioner,  as  he  understood  it,  had  been  ig- 
noi'cd  by  advic<' of  the  at  torney-general — an  American  «Mtizen — a  hiw- 
ycr  of  New  York,  of  the  name  <dMohn  Kicord,  who  had  been  invited  to 
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...»  j.; (imI  luul  inmv  to  Hawaii  and  tluTc  bcroiiw  naturaliztMl 

i'>r  til**  purposi'.  Tli«*  jlispiitr  over  tlit*  treaty  and  tin*  Wiley  ijim'  t4»- 
u'«tlu  r  <Teat«Ml  a  sitiialinii  of  alVairs  tliat  resulti'd  in  a  n-tpu'st  from  the 
Kin;;  lor  tin'  nvall  of  Mr.  Hi  own  (wlioso  conduct  was,  liowever,  ap- 
j.rovcil  !»y  this  (lovcrntnient )  and  the  apiN)intiuent  of  Mr.  Ten  JOyck. 
\Ap|M«n«lix.; 

lint  in  tlic  nioantinc,  on  the  (Jth  of  .Inly,  1841,  tlie  King's  coniiuis- 
>ioncrs,  having'  retnrned  to  this  country  fnuu  ICurope,  roceivod  a  cx)ni- 
iiinnication  from  Mr.  Calhoun  conlirniin);;  the 'Mull  reco;rnition  on  the 
I»art  of  the  Tnite^l  States  of  tlie  independeiue  of  tlie  Hawaiian  (joverii 
iiient.'"     Tliey  k'ft  for  Honolulu  in  November. 

On  Mar«li  -<i,  IHUI,  two  ^^eiieral  convent  inns  were  ent/ered  into^me 
I'V  Fran<e,  the  other  hy  (Ireat  J^ritaiii — identical  in  terms  and  wjually 
lo  he  sul)stitut4'd  tor  all  prei'xistin^  ajifreements  made  by  those  Govern- 
ments with  the  Kin;j.  These  conventions  moditie<l  the  Jury  clauses 
lud  Arti<le  vi  of  the  Lapla<-e  treaty,  ^M)vernin;,^  the  importation  of  intox- 
M  atin^  li«piors.  .luries  were  to  be  <-omp(>se(l  of  native  or  foi-ei«|n  resi- 
dents proposed  bwthe  c<uisul  (ICnglish  or  French)  and  accejded  by  the 
I  lawaiian  (lovernment,  and  duties  were  allowed  within  the  prohibit^jry 
limit  upon  ardent  spirits.  These  conventions  <lo  not,  however,  seem  to 
liave  reco^Mii/e<l  the  <'oniplete  incb-piMnlerice  of  the  Kin^.     (ApjuMidix.) 

On  the  I'.^th  of  the  followin;,'  October  a  treaty  with  Denmark  was 
concluded  at  Honolulu,  containin^^  the  favore<l  nation  clause;  and  this 
compact  ajjpears  to  be  the  lirst  ot  its  kind  conveying  unrestricted  and 
ample  acknowledgment  of  Hawaiian  independence.     (Ai>pendix.) 

Mr.  T»'n  10y<k's  instructions  had  incbnled  a  charge  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  upon  the  basis  of  that  existing:  between  the  (lovernment  of  the 
islands  and  (ireat  Ilritain  at  the  time  of  his  a])pointnH*nt.  The  unac- 
cejitaliility  of  tin*  Jury  clause  in  that  instrument  and  the  desire  of  the 
Hawaiian  Kin;;  to  secure  its  moditication  rencb'red  it  unwise  to  insist 
upon  a  similar  article  in  any  new  convention.  The  authcuity  of  Mr. 
Ten  lOyck  ha<l  not  been  limited  to  the  nefj^otiation  of  an  identical  agree- 
ment, and  he  seems  therefore  to  have  persisted  unwisely  in  urj^infj  the 
inclusion  of  the  o)>je<tionable  |)ro\ision.  This  error  was  ])ointed  out  to 
liim  by  Mr.  lluchanan  in  an  instruction  of  June  18,  1847,  but  seem- 
in;;Iy  without  result.  Much  correspondence  occurred  between  the 
Kiii;,^'s  minister  and  the  American  commissioner,  and  several  projects 
ot"  treaties  wen*  im*flectually  submitted  by  the  latter.  Pendin*;  these 
negotiations  the  disadvanta'jfeous  ])osition  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
absence  of  a  treaty,  was  em])hasize(l  by  each  new  agreement  success- 
inlly  negotiated  by  other  governments.  Meanwhile  the  commissioner 
l)ecanH*  indiscreetly  (with  Anu*rican  claimants)  involved  in  serious  dif- 
It-rences  of  opinion  with  the  Government  of  Hawaii,  resp(*cting  the 
rights  of  American  residents,  and  his  attitude  became  tinally  one  of 
Imstility.  There  was  the  repetition  of  the  old  story,  told  so  nmny  times 
in  such  (juarters  of  tin*  globe,  i)ersonal  and  commercial  ditticidties  in- 
volving consuls  and  diplomatic  agents  alike,  contlicting  interests  among 
foreign(*rs  of  two  or  three  nationalities,  rival  factions,  comjdicatcHl 
<|uarrels,  and,  so  far  as  i)racticable,  geiuTal  disregard  of  native  rights 
by  each  and  all.  Mr.  Ten  Kyek  was  roundly  rated  by  Mr.  Buchanan 
in  an  interesting  dispatch  of  considerable  length  and  some  tartness, 
dated  August  28,  1848,  from  which  there  will  be  occasiou  to  make  sev- 
eral extracts.  Mr.  Ten  Kyck  resigned  in  September,  1848,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Eames  was  appointed  January  12,  1849.     (Appendix.) 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1848,  a  treaty  with  Hamburg  was  concluded 
by  the  King's  minister  for  foreign  afl'airs,  and  later  in  the  month  an 
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npfreement  touching  consular  notices  under  the  Danish  and  ITamlmrg 
treaties  was  reached.  But  it  was  not  until  October  22,  l.S4J>,  that  a 
treaty  with  this  Government  was  finally  signed  at  San  Francisco  by  Mr. 
Earnes  and  Mr.  Judd.     (Appendix.) 

Mr.  Kames,  en  route  to  Honolulu,  had  met  3Ir.  Judd,  the  King's  com- 
missioner, en  route  to  Washington,  at  San  Francisco,  aiul  there  to- 
getlier  they  had  agreed  upon  an  instrument  of  a  general  character. 
The  treaty,  in  the  English  and  Hawaiian  languages,  reached  the  De- 
])aitment  of  State  on  the  8th  of  December.  But,  in  the  meantime,  the 
Hawaiian  Government  had  ai)i)ointed  ]Mr.  James  Jackson  Jarves,  then 
in  this  (country,  a  sjjecial  coinmissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  and  he 
met  Mr.  Clayton,  ajijKunted  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  at  Wash- 
ington in  the  same  month.  They  agn^ed  upon  terms  and  signed  a 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  for  extradition  of 
criminals,  December  20,  1S49.  Katilieations  were  exchanged  at  Hono- 
lulu the  24th  of  August,  following,  and  the  treaty  was  proclaimed — the 
first  perfected  treaty  between  the  two  i)owerwS — November  1),  18.j(). 

This  convention  did  not  dilfer  materially  from  the  treaties  negotiated 
l>y  this  Government  w^ith  other  nations  for  similar  pur])oses.  The 
treaty  is  still  in  force  except  so  far  as  modi  lied  by  later  conventions. 
(Appendix.) 

In  1840  disputes  between  the  French  consul  and  the  native  authori- 
ties respe(!ting  the  convention  of  184()  brought  about  another  seizure 
of  the  islands  by  the  armed  forces  of  I'^rance,  which  became  the  occasion 
of  the  dispatch  of  very  explicit  instriu'tions  from  the  American  Secre- 
tary of  State.  After  a  preliminary  di])lomatic  skirmish  between  the 
French  naval  commander.  Admiral  de  Tromelin,  and  the  King^s  minis- 
ter for  foreign  aflairs,  Mr.  Wyllie,  the  admiral  formulated  his  demands 
in  an  ultimatum,  and  npon  its  nonacceptauce  the  naval  force  under 
his  command,  on  the  2r>th  of  August,  184J),  took  military  possession  of 
the  fort,  the  Government  offices,  and  of  the  custom-house,  and  seized 
the  King's  royal  yacht  and  seveial  other  vessels  belonging  to  private 
])ersons.  Ofheial  news  of  this  proceeding  reached  tlu'  United  States 
l)(Menjber  10,  1840,  from  xMr.  Ten  lOyck.     (A])])endix.) 

The  l^'jcnch  continued  in  i)Ossession  of  the  fort  and  public  buildings 
until  the  4th  or  oth  of  Septemher,  dismantled  the  fort,  and  destroyed 
considerable  public  pio]K'rty,  but  did  not  haul  down  the  Hawaiian  flag, 
rpon  1lie  exercise  of  this  restraint  they  depended  for  the  argument 
that  they  had  not  acted  in  contravention  of  the  agreement  with  England 
of  184.3.     (Appendix.) 

Ml.  Judd  was  api)ointed  by  the  King  as  commissioner  to  England, 
France,  and  the  I'nited  States,  it  a])pears,  with  pretty  full  ])owers  to 
make  some  adjustment  of  this  last  ditliculty.  It  was  runuued  that  bo 
was  iu)t  limited  even  from  cession  of  the  king<lom  either  to  England  or 
the  F?iited  States.  His  negotiations  with  the  l-'rench  minister  for  for- 
ei-;n  alfaiis  having  ju-oved  fiiiitless  he  reached  the  I'liited  States  on 
his  way  home  in  tin'  spiing  of  18r)(),  and  in  conJun<'tion  with  Mr.  .larves 
solicited  the  good  ollices  of  this  (lovernment  in  the  settlement  of  the 
dispute  with  I'rance.  They  were  promptly  accorded  by  the  President, 
througji  the  Scci  clary  of  Stale,  in  a  note  of  June  .),  IS.'iO,  and  instru<'- 
tions  in  conlbrmity  therewith  weic  sent  to  .Mr.  K'ives  at  Paris.  Nego 
tiations  dragged  and  <'hances  of  settlement  seemed  to  recede  until  on 
the  11th  o\'  Mar<'h,  1851,  Mi'.  Severance,  the  commissioner  of  tin'  United 
Slates  at  ll(»ii<»iulu,  reported  the  fact  that  a  deeil  of  cessi.m  of  the 
kin;4<lom  t<>  the  i  nited  Slates  had  b(«en drawn,  submitted  to  him,  sealed, 
and  dcliveii'd  In  hiin  on    I  he  arteinoon  of  the   same  dav  bv  two  of  the 
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Kinj:'K  iniinstors.  This  iiiRtruiiM'nt  was  tlio  consequence  of  the  Kind's 
apprehension  excited  ))y  tlie  hostile  attitude  of  Franee.  It  hore  the 
foliowin;;  inseriptinn  in  tlie  Hawaiian  hin^na^a^: 

Tlu'  Kiiii;  HM|iir»tH  tli«»  lM»llllniH^innor  of  tlu^  IihIimI  States,  iiioasetho  tlaf(  of  tin- 
I'liiti'tl  Statf.s  iH  raihtil  a1»ovi«  tho  Hawaiian,  that  hi"  will  ojim  the  inrliXMHl  aud  uti 
accur(liii;:ly. 

The  terms  of  tliis  deed  ]>n)videil  that  the  kin;:(hnn  sliould  be  heM 
!»y  the  I'niti'd States  until  a  satislaetoiy  adjustment  of  the  disjmte  witii 
l'ran»e,  anil,  lailin;c  tliat  «'nd  witliin  a  reas«»nal)le  period,  shoidd  be 
IHTinanently  transrened  to  tlu*m.     (Appendix.) 

Answeriii;^  Mi.  S«'veranee's  sei  ies  of  ilisiKitehes  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
Webster,  on  tlie  Ittli  of  .Inly,  IS,")!,  said: 

Th«'  Nnvy  Di'i^.ti ttni'Dt  will  receive  iiiHtnutionH  to  jilare  and  to  kee]>  the  naval 
nnnaniftit  of  the  I'nited  Stat<*H  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  Hiich  a  ntate  of  Htren;;th  and 
)>ic]iaritti<>n  as  Hhall  he  requisite  lor  the  )ircscrvatioii  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  I'nited  Slates  an<l  the  safety  of  the  (fovernii)cnt  of  the  Hawaiian  iMlandM. 

In  a  eonfubMiiial  dispateh  of  the  same  date  Mr.  Severance  was  di- 
reeted  to  return  to  the  Hawaiian  (Jovernment  the  deed  of  cession 
])laeed  in  his  hands.     (Appendix.) 

The  sul»ie<t  of  annexati<»n  was  not,  liowever,  abandoned  in  the  eorres- 
ponib'Uce  l)y  reason  of  Mr.  ^\'ebster^s  dispateh.  Mr.  Maicy,  wiitin;; 
to  Mi-.  <lrejx.ir.  then  I'nited  States  commissioner  there,  on  the  4th  of 
April,  IS.")!,  disi'ussed  thequestion  fully,  and  autliorized  thenej;otiati<ui 
ot  a  treaty  for  the  purpose,  the  terms  of  which  lie  indicat<'d.  On  the 
nth  November  followiiifj,  a  draft  of  a  treaty  acceptable  to  the  Kinjj 
was  received  with  Mr.  (ire;r{^\s  dispatcli  No.  52  of  September  15,  1854. 
(Api)endix.) 

StiiMilalioiis  were  drawn  in  tliis  treaty  for  annuities  aj;:{,ne<^atinfj:  tliree 
times  the  sum  otfered  tor  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Many,  and  for  the  ad- 
niissKJU  of  tlie  Kin;,Mlom  as  a  State  of  the  Union.  These  provisions  were 
objected  to  by  this  Government,  but  before  any  conclusion  was  reached 
till*  Kiiijr,  Kamehamelia  1 II,  died,  and  wius  succeeded  in  February,  1855, 
by  a  prince  who  held  views  unfavorable  to  the  project,  and  so  the  treaty 
failed.     ( Aj^peiidix.) 

In  1855,  on  the  I'Oth  of  July,  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  was  con- 
cluded at  Washin^'ton  by  Mr.  Marcy  and  Judjje  Lee,  the  King's  com- 
missioner: but,  althou«;h  tlie  Senate  Committee  on  Foreiijn  Atlairs 
a]>])ears  to  have  been  favoral)le  to  it,  ratification  failed,  it  is  said,  \>y 
reasim  of  the  pressure  of  more  important  and  absorbing  questions. 
(Appendix.) 

Oorres])ondence  for  several  years  following  this  incident  is  chief!}' 
coiM-eriied  with  claims,  complaints,  and  matters  of  nmtine.  In  18i;:Mhe 
rank  of  the  diplomatic  otlicer  of  this  (Jovernment  wa.s  raised  to  that  of 
minister  resident,  and  .lames  McIJride.  ot  Ore^ioii,  was  ap])oiiited  to 
that  otlice.  The  condiK't  of  the  civil  war  so  far  diverted  attention  from 
Hawaiian  atVairs  that  <*onsideration  of  the  subject  of  a  desired  treaty  of 
reciprocity  was  obliged,  by  Mr.  Seward's  engagiMuents,  to  be  deferred  to 
a  more  tranrpiil  period,  and  until  the  results  of  I'jiglish  and  Southern 
influence  there,  exerted  during  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States  against 
this  Government,  should  be  overcome.  There  are  occasional  references 
to  annexation.     (A]>i)endix.) 

In  December.  18tHJ,  (^ueen  Emma,  queen  dowager  of  Hawaii,  visited 
the  United  States  on  her  way  from  Kngland  to  llonolulu. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  18(;7.  Mr.  McCook,  our  minister  at  Honolulu, 
was  instructed  that  it  was  the  (b'sire  to  revive  the  subject  of  the  reci- 
procity  treaty  of  1855,  but   upon   teiius  more  liberal  to  the   United 
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States.  Accordingly,  on  the  21st  of  May  following,  Mr.  McCook,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Hawaiian 
Government,  concluded  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  at  San  Francisco,  whicli 
received  tlie  approval  of  the  President,  but  failed  of  ratification  by  the 
Senate.     (Api)endix.) 

In  a  private  note  of  June  7,  1867,  Mr.  McCook  adverted  to  the  sub- 
ject of  annexation,  and  asked  leave  of  absence  to  visit  the  United 
States  the  following  Xoveinber,  when  the  reciprocity  treaty  might  be 
expected  to  become  the  subject  of  consideration  in  the  Senate.  This 
leave  was  granted  by  Mr.  Seward,  wlio  thus  instructed  Mr.  McCook: 

You  are  at  liberty  to  sound  the  proper  authority  ou  the  hirge  subject  mentioned 
in  your  note,  and  ascertain  yirobable  conditions.  You  may  conlideutially  receive 
overtures  and  communicate  the  same  tome. 

I  will  act  upon  your  suggestion  in  that  relation  in  regard  to  a  party  now  here. 

Mr.  Seward's  ''large  subject"  was  annexation,  and  ^rr.  Seward^s 
''party  now  here"  was  the  Hawaiian  minister  to  this  countrj^,  Mr.  C.  C. 
Harris.     (Api)endix.) 

It  is  ])r()bable  that  a  conference  was  held  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Sew- 
ard and  Mr.  Harris,  but  notes  of  it  do  not  appear.  On  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, however,  Mr.  Seward,  writing  conlidentially  to  Mr.  McCook, 
said : 

Circumstances  have  transpired  here  which  induce  a  belief  that  a  strong  interest, 
based  upon  a  desire  for  annexation  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  will  be  active  in  oppos- 
ing a  ratification  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  It  will  be  argued  that  the  reciprocity 
will  tend  to  hinder  and  defeat  an  early  annexation,  to  which  the  people  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  arc  supposed  to  bo  now  strongly  inclined. 

He  advised  the  minister  to  remain  at  Honolulu  and  abandon  his 
earlier  plan  to  visit  Wasliington,  and  he  addetl — 

That  if  the  [lolicy  of  annexation  should  conflict  with  the  policy  of  reciprocity,  an- 
nexation is  in  every  case  to  be  preferred.     (Appendix.) 

Duriijg  the  spring  and  summer  of  18(37  some  apiu'ehension  was 
created  in  tlic  mind  of  tlie  King  by  the  presence  in  Hawaiian  waters 
of  tlje  U.  S.  S.  ijtcluurannn,  Ca])t.  Keynolds.  This  was  based  upon 
tlie  fact  that  tlie  commanding  olllcrr  had  been  formerly  a  resident  in 
Hawaii  and  was  interfering,  or  had  the  purpose  to  interfere,  in  i)oliti- 
cal  affairs.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the  King's  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  de  V'arigny,  was  really  resi)onsible  for  the  loyal  apprehensions. 
The  preseiKMi  of  th(^  shij)  delayed  ratification  of  reci])rocity,  and  it  was 
not  nntil  iiftei-  her  departure  that  the  King  convened  the  legislature  to 
considei-  tlie  snbiect. 

His  Mii.jcKty  stated  to  mc  [writes  Mr.  McCook]  that  he  won  hi  like  to  discuss  its 
(the  treaty's j  provisions  witli  me,  t)Ut  di<l  not  deem  it  consistent  with  liis  tlignity, 
etc.,  to  enter  into  any  such  dis(rus.sion  wliile,  the  Laikaiiainiu  remained  here;  I  will 
do  His  -Mnjesty  the  Justice  to  say  that  I  do  not  lielieve  this  i«b>a  was  an  origiiuil  »)ne, 
l»ut  was  siiggeHte<l  to,  and  forced  ujioii  him  by  liis  ministers,  they  hoping  tliat  the 
fMrlcauanna  <ouhl  not,  or  would  not  hMiv<%  and  that  this  might  jirove  an  insuperabb^ 
ohstaebi  to  the  ratilieation  of  the  treaty.     (Appendix.) 

The  treaty  was  ratified  .Inly  'MK  1^(17.  Our  own  Senate  had  n'ceived 
tlie  treaty  ejirly  the  same  month:  it  was  re|M>rted  in  I'\'brnary,  ISdS, 
biitwas  not  finally  a<t<'d  upon  until  .lune  1st,  1S7(K  when  it  was  re- 
jected.    (A|»pendix.) 

Very  soon  after  his  lal  ilicalion  of  the  rrei|M-oeit y  treaty  the  King  sent 
a  eommissi(Uier  to.lapan  In  iiego(iat<'  a  eninmcreiai  tieaty.  This  project 
the  .Ameiican  minister  at  ilonoliiln  ranicslly  antagonized,  upon  the 
^i-onnd  that  sndi  a  trraly  would  drlle<'l  lrad«'  from  the  riiitrd  Slatrs 
and  encourage  JOnglish  competition.     (.\pi)endix.) 
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A  so<'onil  timo  invitiiifj  tlit*  att4'iition  of  tlio  Sonato  to  our  own  cinn 
\n\vt  with  Hawaii,  l*nsi<l»'iit  .Idhiisnii  saitl,  DiMcniber  9,  1H(»H: 

It  IN  known  ami  loll  ))>-  tlu'  llawaii:iti  <iovcrnin<>nt  ami  ])r(i|ilL<  tliiit  their  (iovfi'ii- 
niciit  an«l  iiiHlitiitiunK  uri<  tVrlili' and  itrtMaiiiHiN;  ttiat  the  I  niti'tl  States.  Iicin^  ho 
Moar  a  noii;hl»or,  wonM  l>o  unwilling;  to  hcc  the  iHhinils  ])a*<n  under  foreign  eontrol. 
Thoir  i»roH|nMil>  Ik  eontinnully  disturbed  by  ex|»e(tati«Mis  ami  alarniM  of  unfriendly 
]>olitH-al  pro-  .•••dinijH,  hh  well  from  the  I'nited  State's  iiM  from  other  foreign  poweiH. 
A  reuiprurity  treaty,  while  it  eould  md  materially  diminirth  tho  revenueM  of  tin; 
I'nitiMl  States,  would  l»e  a  K<»"ri»"^v  of  the  ^oo«lwill  and  forlxMiranew  of  all  nations 
until  the  jn'«)jde  of  tho  ishunlj*  hIuiII  of  theniHelveH,  at  no  distant  day,  volnntarily 
apply  f«»r  admisMion  into  the  Iniiin.     (Appendix.) 

Diiriiij:  tlM'  last  iM(Miti<mo(l  yoar  the  siibjoct  of  annexation  rontiinnMl 
to  appear  as  an  inipintant  leatui-eof  tiie  corresjjondeiice  from  time  to 
time,  an«l  on  April  14  a  letter  to  .Mr.  K*.  I*.  8i)anhlinf,s  a  nuMnher  ol 
Coiif^ress,  from  Iiis  son,  Mr.  Z.  S.  Sjmulilin^,  in  charjje  of  the  Tniteil 
States  le.uatioa,  reported  the  projeeted  or«;anization  of  jin  aetive  an- 
nexation party  in  lionolnln,  and  the  i)revalen(e  of  such  a  s<Mitiment  in 
the  Kingdom.  Mr.  Seward  was  a*;ain  ohlifjed  to  defer  immediate*  eon- 
sitleralio.i  of  the  snbjeet  by  reason  of  the  administration's  absorption 
in  domestic  alf;iirs  relatin-;  to  reconstruction.     (Appendix.) 

In  ISiiS  a  remonstrance  was  made  by  the  United  Slates  repn'senta- 
tive  at  llonoliiin  on  the  8ubj<;p.t  of  the  importation  of  eoolies  into  the 
islands,  and  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  de.srribinix 
the  trallic  in  human  bein^is,  lilready  stibstantially  extirjjated,  as  al)- 
liorrent  to  tlic  si)irit  of  modern  international  law  and  poIi<*v,  and  to  the 
advanced  sentiment  (d'  the  ;j:reat  civilized  |)owers,  was  bronj^ht  to  the 
attention  of  the  Hawaiian  Government.  This  intervention,  however, 
was  not  j'lfectual  to  stop  or  even  moderate  the  business  in  the  face  of 
Uritish  and  other  intbieiices,  and  the  trade  continued  a  threateniuj^ 
danpM-  to  tlie  Kin.irdom.     (Appendix.) 

In  February,  1871,  Mr.  Pierce,  our  minister  at  Honolulu,  wrote  rec- 
omm«'ndin.iC  the  subject  of  annexation  to  the  attention  of  the  President, 
and  Presi<lent  (hant  transmitted  this  most  interesting?  dispatch  to  the 
Senate,  eonlidcntially,  with  a  messafje  soliciting  the  view\sof  that  body 
ui)on  the  matter.  This  messaj^c  and  dispatch  are  of  so  much  interest 
and  imi)ortance  that  it  is  deemed  best  to  i)resent  the  executive  docu- 
ment in  toto  in  this  i)lace. 

[('••nfiileiitiHl.    Executive  B.     Forty-second  Congress  flrHt  session.] 

MKSSAOK  OF  THK  I'UI'.SIDE.N'T  OF  TMK  UNITED  STATES,  TRANSMITTIX*;  A  COPY  OF  A 
DISPATCH  UKI.ATIVK  TO  THE  ANNEXATION  OF  THE  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS,  ADDRESSED 
TO  THE  DKI'AICT.MENT  OF  STATE  IJV  IIENKY  A.  PIEKCE,  MINISTEK  RESIDENT  OF 
THE    INITF.!)   STATES    AT    IIONOLILC. 

AiMtii,  7.  1S71. — K<'ad  and.  witli  tlie  dispatch  referred  to  the  Committee  on  F'oroign 
Kelations,  ordered  to  be  printed  in  confidence  for  the  nse  '>f  tlf  s.iiMt.- 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit  eontidcntially,  for  tlie  information  and  considerntioTi  ol  the  Scn.ite,  a 
copy  of  a  disDatch  of  the  2.')th  of  February  last,  relative  to  the  annexation  of  the 
Hawaiian  Isl.inds,  a<ldr<'ss<'d  to  the  Department  of  State  by  Henry  A.  Pierce,  min- 
ister resident  of  the  I'nitecl  States  at  Honohiln.  Althon^^h  I  do  not  deem  it  advisa- 
ble to  expn-ss  any  o]iinion  or  to  make  any  reeomniendatiou  in  regard  to  the  subject 
at  this  jnuctine,  the  views  of  the  Stiiate,  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to  express 
them,  wonlil  be  very  acceptible  with  reference  to  any  future  course  which  there 
might  bo  a  disposition  to  adopt. 

U.  8.  Grant. 

Washington,  April  o,  1S71, 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  13 

Mr.  Fierce  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  101.]  Legation  of  United  States  at  Hawaiian  Islands,  Honolulu,  February  25, 
1871. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Pierce  to  Secretary  of  State. 

Subject:  Annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Abstract:  United  States  Government  recommended  to  again  consider  the  subject — 
Prevailing  opinion  thereon — The  choice  and  will  of  HaVaiian  people  will  be 
manifested  on  the  death  of  their  king,  if  approved  of  by  the  United  States 
Government — Pniitan  and  democratic  tendencies  of  the  Hawaiians — Fifteenth 
amendment,  Constitution  of  theirnited  States — Native  population  rapidly  dis- 
api)earing — Leaving  their  country  to  foreigners — Keasons  given  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  these  islands  by  United  States — Lord  Palmerston's  opinions  on  the 
question — Sound  and  prophetic  historical  incidents  in  Hawaiian  history. 

No.  101.]  Legation  of*  the  United  States  of  America, 

Honolulu,  February  25,  1S71. 

Sir:  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject  now  presented  for  considera- 
tion, I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  inquiry  whether  the  period  has  not  arrived  making 
it  proper,  wise,  and  sagacious  for  the  Unit<'d  States  Government  to  again  consider 
the  project  of  annexing  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  territory  of  the  republic. 
That  such  is  to  be  the  political  destiny  of  this  archipelago  seems  a  foregone  conclu- 
Bion  in  the  opinion  of  all  who  have  given  attention  to  the  subject  in  this  country, 
the  United  States,  England,  France,  and  Germany. 

A  majority  of  the  aborigines,  Creoles,  and  naturalized  foreigners  of  this  country, 
as  I  am  credibly  informed,  are  favorable,  even  anxious  for  the  consummation  of  the 
measure  named. 

The  event  of  the  decease  of  the  present  sovereign  of  Hawaii,  leaving  no  heirs  or 
successor  to  the  throne,  and  the  consequent  election  to  be  made  by  the  legislative 
assembly  of  a  king,  and  new  stirps  for  a  royal  family,  will  produce  a  crisis  in  polit- 
ical alfairs,  which,  it  is  thought  will  be  availed  of  as  a  propitious  occasion  to  in- 
augurate measures  for  annexation  of  the  islands  to  the  United  States,  the  same  to 
be  effected  as  the  manifest  will  and  choice  of  the  majority  of  the  Hawaiian  people; 
and  through  means  proper,  peaceful,  and  honorable. 

It  is  evident,  however,  no  steps  will  be  taken  to  accomplish  the  object  named 
without  the  projier  sanction  or  approbation  of  the  United  States  Government  in  ap- 
proval tln-reof. 

The  Hawjiiiiin  people  for  fifty  years  have  been  under 'educational  instruction  of 
Ameri<an  missionaries,  and  the  civilizing  influences  of  New  England  peoi)le,  com- 
mercial and  maritime.  Hence  they  are  Puritan  and  democratic  in  their  ideas  and 
tendencies,  modified  by  a  tro}»ical  climate.  Their  favorite  songs  and  airs  are  Ameri- 
can. Sherman's ''Marching  Through  Georgia"  and  *Mohn  Brown's  Soul  is  March- 
ing On,"  are  daily  heard  in  the  streets  and  in  their  s<  hoolrooms.  The  Fifteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  nuide  the  project  of  anuexa- 
tion  to  our  Union  more  }»()pular  than  ever,  both  here  an<l  in  the  L'nited  States. 

The  nativ<^  population  is  fast  disai>pearing;  the  number  existing  is  now  estimated 
at  45,000,  having  decreased  about  15,000  since  the  census  of  l^!^>(>.  The  number  of 
foreigners  in  addition  is  between  5,000  and  0,000,  two-thir<ls  of  whom  are  from  the 
United  States,  and  they  own  more  than  that  projxjrtion  of  foreign  ca])iral,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  a>,nicultur«^,  commerce,  navigation,  and  whale  lisheries  of  the  king<lom. 

This  country  and  sovereignty  will  soon  lie  left  to  the  possession  of  foreigners,  "to 
unliueal  hands,  no  sons  of  theirs  succeeding."  To  what  foreign  nation  Hhall  these 
islands  belong;  if  not  to  tlui  great  Ivcpublicf  At  the  ])rest^it  thos«»  of  foreign  nativi- 
li«H  hold  all  th(!  imi)ortant  ofliees  of  (Jovernnu'nt  and  control  legislation,  the  judi- 
ciary, etc.  \N'ell  disposed  as  the  (iovernment  now  is  toward  the  United  States  and 
its  resident  citizens  here,  in  course  of  time  it  may  bo  otherwise,  as  wa«  the  case  dur- 
ing our  civil  war. 

I  now  uroceed  to  state  some  points  of  a  nu>re  general  charactt»r,  which  should  in- 
llueni«<  Ihn  United  States  (iovernment  in  their  decision  «d"  tin-  p  >li«  y  of  accjuiring 
poHseHsion  of  this  archipelago,  their  geograjdncal  p(»sition  occupying,  as  it  does, 
an  important  <;ciitral,  straf«'gical  point,  in  the  North  Pacilic  ()«'ean,  valuabh«,  p«'rhaps 
necessary,  to  the  Unit«'d  Statew  Cor  a  naval  depot  and  <*oMling  staiioii,  and  to  shelter 
;ind  ju-otect  our  comnu-rce  and  inivi'^at ion,  which  in  this  hemisphere  is  destine«l  to 
increase  enorincnisly  IVoni  our  intercours«'  with  the  5n(),(KM>,(KM>  population  of  Cliiiu*, 
.lapan,  and  Australia.  Iliimltolt  predict<'d  that  tlu«  comnuMce  on  tlu'  Paeitie  wiuibl, 
in  time,  riv;il  that  on  the  Atlantic.  A  future  generation,  lu)  doubt,  will  s«'e  the 
prophecy  luHilbMl. 

'I'he  immense  injury  inllicted  (»n  American  navigation  and  eonnnerce  by  (Jront 
IJritain  in  the  war  of  1812-1814,  through  her  possessions  of  iJornuula  and  other  West 
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IndiA  InUnrN.  n««  nNn  that  ■nffertMl  by  th«  KiikHsIi  (Vom  French  privateers  fh>m  tlio 
liileof  Fran  tin-  warn  iM'twcni  tlioM«  luitiuiiM,  urc  iiintaiireN  in  i>roof  of  th« 

iicH't'Msity  •'!  :  ami  |trc\fiitiii>;,  wheu  w«<  can.  rtiniilar  fvilH  that  may  iHNn<* 

from  thi'j»«  1  li>  otliiT  imwriH.      riioir  pniximlty  to  tlit«  l*a»cil\<    Stjiton  «f 

thn  I'nitMi.  nil.  .  imiii.  ;iml  noil,  ami  tru|iiral  pnnluctinnH  of  Muuar,  i<)flW\  ruv,  fiuitM, 
lii«lf»».  j;out-«kinH.  H;ilt.  cotton,  line  wool.  etc.  rtM|nin<l  l»y  tin*  WcMt,  in  ox<lianK«'  for 
llonr.  ^r:un.  Innibcr.  hIiooWh,  ami  manniacturcM  of  rotton,  wool,  iron,  umi  othvr  urti- 
clw.  an*  «'vnU«nr««  of  the  romnnT«ial  vjiinc  of  onr  to  tin-  iitlu-r  n-jjion. 

Im  it  prolmlth"  that  any  Knropran  power  who  may  InMi-aftcr  Ik*  at  war  with  the 
rnit«Ml  Stalest  will  refrain  from  taking  poHM«'«Hion  i»f  this  wcuk  Kin>{<lom.  in  view  of 
the  >n't'at  injnry  that  ronhl  We  done  to  onr  ronnnurro  throngh  their  acqniHition  uf 
themt 

It  in  «ai«l  that  at  a  proper  t inn*  the  I'nited  States  nmy  have  the  Hoverei|{nty  ofthene 
inlamlM  witln»nt  mon«'y  and  withont  price,  except,  pcrhapH  for  pnrchuHe  of  tlie  Crown 
ami  pnldic  lands,  and  moderate  aunniticH  to  he  ^iven  to  thi^  tive  or  Hix  liigh  chiefM 
now  livinj;  with  nmertain  claims  an  HnccejtsorH  to  the  Crown. 

His  Hawaiian  Majewty.  althoiij^h  only  in  his  forty-lirst  year,  in  liable  to  a  Hudden 
<le»eaHe,owin>»  to  freqnent  attacks  •ddilVnnlty  in  breathin;jand  dang<'r  ofKiilVocation 
fnun  congestion  cansrd  by  obesity.  His  wiij^ht  is  :{00  pountU.  He  iH  Hole  Hnrvivor 
of  the  royal  race  of  Kamehunieha;  nnmarried.  no  heir,  natnrahir  adopted-  poanemeM 
the  constitutional  jirerojjative  of  naming  his  successor,  but  it  in  IxdieviMl  he  will  not 
exercise  it.  from  a  superstitious  belief  his  owu  death  would  fcdlow  immediately  the 
act. 

Prince  Alexander  and  Liitt  Kanu-hameha  (the  former  subsequently  becumethe  fourth 
Hawaiian  Kin;;  ami  the  latter  the  Jifth)  and  Dr.  G.  V.  Jndd,  my  informant,  visited 
Kn>(hind  in  1850  as  H.iwaiian  comnussioners. 

Lonl  I'almeiston,  at  their  interview  with  him,  said,  in  substance,  "  that  the  British 
Government  desired  the  Hawaiian  peoph^  to  maintain  ]»roper  >;overnment  an<l  j»re- 
serve  national  iude]»ondence.  If  they  were  unable  to  <lo  so,  he  reromnjended  receiv- 
ing a  ]»r«»t»'ttoiate  jjoveniment  nnd«T  l^e  Inited  States  or  by  becomin;;  an  inte;;ral 
part  of  that  nation.  Such, "he  thon;;ht, ''  wasthetlestiny  <d  the  Hawaiian  Islandsaris- 
in^froui  their  proximity  to  th<«  St.ites  of  California  .md  Ur«'^on,  and  natural  depend- 
ence on  those  markets  for  exiM»rts  and  imports,  to<^««ther  w  ith  jMobable  extinction  of 
the  Hawaiian  aboriginal  po])u1ation  and  its  substilntion  by  immigration  from  the 
United  States."     That  ailvice  seems  sound  and  pro]dietic. 

The  following  historical  events  in  relation  to  these  islands  are  thought  worthy  of 
revival  i  n  recollection : 

Februarif  So,  IS-IS. — Lord  George  Paulet,  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  shij)  Carysfort, 
obtained,  by  forcetnl  measures,  cession  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  (Jovernment 
of  Great  Britain.  .July  31,  1813.  They  were  restored  to  their  ori;5inal  sovereignty  by 
the  British  Admiral  Thouuis. 

Xovembtr  SS,  IS4S. — .Joint  convention  of  the  Knglish  and  French  (Jovernments, 
■which  acknowh'dged  the  indejjendence  (d  this  archipelago,  and  reciprocally  prom- 
ised never  to  take  poasessiou  of  any  i):irt  of  same.  The  i  nitcd  Stat^-s  (iovernmcut 
was  invited  to  be  a  i)arty  t<»  the  above,  but  declined. 

August,  1S49. — Admiral  Tnnnelin.  with  a  French  naval  force,  after  making  demands 
on  the  Hawaiin  Government  impossible  t«)  be  complied  with,  took  unresisted  posses- 
sion of  the  fort  and  (iovernnn'ut  buildings  in  Hontduln,  and  blockaded  the  harbor. 
After  a  few  weeks'  occupation  of  the  place,  the  French  departed,  leaving  political 
affairs  as  they  were  ])revions  to  their  arrival. 

January,  1851. — A  French  naval  force  again  appeared  at  Honolulu,  and  threatened 
bombardment  and  destruction  of  tin;  town. 

The  King,  Kamehameha  111,  with  the  government,  fearing  it  would  be  <'arried  into 
eftect,  and  in  mortal  dread  of  being  brought  under  French  rule,  similar  to  that  placed 
by  the  latter  over  Tahiti,  of  the  Society  Islands,  executed  a  deed  (»f  c«*ssionof  all  tlie 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  their  sovereignty  forever  in  favor  of  the  rnite<l  States  of 
America. 

The  document,  in  a  sealeil  envelope,  was  placed  in  chargoof  Mr.  Scver.mce,  Unitecl 
States  commissioner  here,  with  in8tru<'tion8  to  take  tbrmul  ollicial  possession  of  the 
soil  of  these  ishunls  on  occasion  of  the  Hrst  hostile  shot  fired  by  the  French.  On 
learning  the  facts,  the  latter  desisted  further  aggressive  acts,  and  dejiarted  from  the 
country. 

Since  that  period  the  French  authorities  have  pnrstied  a  conciliat-ory  course  in 
their  relations  with  the  Hawaiian  (Tftvernment,  and  fully  of  0])inion,  it  is  said,  that 
a  secret  treaty  exists  between  the  Fnited  States  Government  and  that  of  Hawaii,  by 
which  these  islantlspass  into  the  jiosse.ssion  of  the  former  in  case  of  aggressions  made 
upon  them  therealt<r  by  any  hostile  ]>owers. 

In  18.34  the  a<lmini8tration  of  President  Pierce  aiithorized  the  United  States  com- 
missioner, Mr.  Gregg,  to  negotiate  a  tr«'aty  with  the  Hawaiian  authorities  for  the 
cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  to  the  United  States;  but  Mr.  Gregg  sue- 
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cee<\e(\  only  in  obtaining  a  protocol  for  a  treaty,  by  which  the  United  States  were 
to  extend  a  protectorate  govemment  over  them.  The  matter  in  that  form  did  not 
meet  with  ths  approval  of  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy,  and  further  negotiations  ceased. 

I  omitted  to  Htate  in  j)roper  sequence  that  tlie  deed  of  cession  of  18.51  was,  l>y  or- 
der of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Webster,  returned  to  the  Hawaiian  Government. 

In  conclusion,  I  herewith  inclose  "Annual  Review  of  the  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  the  year  1870,"  published  by  the  Pacific  Commer- 
cial Advertiser,  February  25,  1871.  Additional  copies  will  accompany  my  dispatch 
No.  102.  Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  a  lithographic  map,  published  in  1867  by  United 
States  Hureau  of  Statistics,  as  showing  in  convenient  form  the  relative  }>osition  of 
these  islands  to  the  continents  of  America,  Asia,  etc.;  also,  steamship  lines  radiat- 
ing thtjrefrom. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 

Hon.  Hamiltox  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tlie  failure  from  time  to  time  to  solve  their  difficulties  by  annexation 
served  to  continue  a  lively  consideration  of  the  subject  of  reciprocitj^ 
as  tlie  second  best  solution;  but  the  growin*;-  interests  of  the  suoar 
States  during  nearly  all  of  the  first  decade  alter  tlie  civil  war  were  of 
sufficient  influence  to  obstruct  successfully  any  favorable  consideration 
of  such  a  treaty  by  this  Government.  The  situation  ^yas  frankly  stated 
by  Mr.  Fish  in  an  instruction  of  considerable  length  and  importance  on 
the  2oth  of  March,  1873,  in  which,  turning  from  reciprocity  to  annexa- 
tion, always  a  question  ''full  of  interest,"  he  said: 

The  position  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  outpost  fronting  and  commanding  the 
whole  of  our  possessions  on  the  Pacilic  Ocean,  gives  to  the  future  of  those  islands  a 
peculiar  interest  to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very 
clear  that  this  Government  can  not  he  cxi)ected  to  assent  to  their  transfer  from  their 
present  control  to  that  of  any  powerful  maritime  or  commercial  nation.  Such  trans- 
fer to  a  maritime  power  would  thri^aten  a  military  surveillance  in  the  Pacific  simi- 
lar to  that  which  Bermuda  has  afforded  in  the  Atlantic — the  latter  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  from  necessity,  inasmuch  as  it  was  congenital  with  our  Government — but 
we  desire  no  additional  similar  out])o8ts  in  the  hands  of  those  who  may  at  some 
future  time  use  them  to  our  disadvantage. 

The  condition  of  the  Government  of  Hawaii  and  its  evident  tendency  to  decay 
and  dissolution  force  upon  us  the  earnest  consideration  of  its  future — possibly  its 
near  future. 

There  seems  to  be  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  many  persons  in  the  islands,  rep- 
resenting large  interests  and  great  wealth,  to  become  annexed  to  the  United  States. 
And  while  there  are,  as  I  have  already  said,  many  and  intiueutial  persons  in  this 
country  who  question  the  policy  of  any  insular  acquisitions,  perha])s  even  of  any 
extension  of  territorial  limits,  there  are  also  those  of  influence  and  of  wise  foresight 
who  see  ;i  future  that  must  extend  tlie  jurisdiction  and  the  limits  of  this  nation,  and 
that  will  re<|uir«;  a  resting  sjiot  in  the  midocean,  between  the  Pacific  coast  aiul  the 
vast  domains  of  Asia,  which  are  now  oj)e]>ing  to  commerce  and  Christian  civilization. 

We  are  not  in  possession  of  information  snf!iiiently  ai  curate,  and  jiossibly  not 
Bufficiently  extended,  with  respect  to  the  j)oiuilation.  trade,  industry,  resources,  and 
d(;bt,  (?tc.,  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  decide  the  policy  which  must  soon  be  con- 
sidered with  lespect  to  the  relations  they  are  to  maintain  toward  this  (iovernment. 

Vou  will,  therefore,  at  the  earliest  dat*  practicable,  furnish  me  with  full  and  accu- 
rat<i  information  upon  the  several  questions  above  alhuled  to,  and  also  us  to  the  rel- 
ative condition  of  the  islands  at  this  time,  with  respect  toeacli  tjuestiou  as  compared 
with  former  periods. 

If  tlmre  he  ollicial  documents  or  reports  as  to  trade,  population,  debt,  etc.,  you 
will  (ditain  and  transmit  them. 

Should  occasion  offer,  you  will,  without  committing  the  Gov«>rnment  to  any  line  of 
jiolicy,  not  discourage  the  feeling  which  may  exist  in  favor  of  annexation  to  the 
l/'nited  States;  and  you  will  cautiously  and  prudently  as  ail  of  any  opjujrtunity  that 
may  present  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  Hawaiian  authorilic- «»n  this  «iu«"stiou, 
and  iftln're  be  any  idea  entertained  in  that  direction  among  those  in  othiial  position, 
you  will  endeavor  to  sound  them  an«l  usct-rtain  their  views  as  t«>  tlnMnanner,  and 
the  terms    and  conditions  on  which  such  projtict  ciuilti  be  oarriiMl  into  execution. 

Oil  th(»  'M\  of  February,  1S7I,  the  King,  riUiialiNK  died  without  having 
named  his  succrssor,  and  the  legislative  assembly,  called  together  by 
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the  cabinet,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  monarch.  The  excitement 
incident  to  this  event,  the  threats  of  violence  by  the  contending  fac- 
tions of  the  po])ulace,  and  the  danger  of  revolution  or  anarchy  required 
the  intervention  of  the  naval  forces  of  foreign  powers  in  Hawaiian 
waters,  the  militia  being  unreliable  in  the  circumstances.  The  British 
commissioner  had  invited  the  American  minister  to  join  him  in  eftecting 
measures  to  preserve  order,  but  this  invitation  was  very  jjroperly  de- 
clined by  Mr.  Pierce.  On  the  12th,  in  consequence  of  an  assault  by  a 
mob  of  Queen  Emma's  adherents  on  the  legislative  committee  attempt- 
ing to  announce  to  David  Kalakaua  his  election  to  the  throne,  and  an 
attack  upon  the  GoA^ernment  buildings,  the  Hawaiian  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs  appealed  to  Mr.  Pierce  to  secure  the  landing  of  a  sufficient 
force  from  the  United  States  ships  Tnscarora  and  Fortsmouth  to  defend 
the  authorities  and  sui)press  the  rioters.  Tlie  force  was  landed,  at  the 
request  of  the  American  representative,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
court-house. 

Shortly  after — within  a  few  minutes — a  force  of  sailors  and  marines 
from  H.  B.  M.  S.  Tenidos  went  ashore  under  command  of  the  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  vessel  and  the  captain  of  the  marines,  without  invita- 
tion from  the  Hawaiian  autiiorities  or  orders  from  the  commanding- 
officers  of  their  shii).  They  proceeded  to  disperse  the  lawless  crowd 
about  the  residence  of  Queen  Enmia — the  rival  of  Kalakaua  for  the 
throne — and  thence  marched  to  occupy  the  barracks,  where  they 
remained  for  eight  days.  This  incident  was  afterwards  accommodated 
by  an  antedated  note,  formally  requesting  their  intervention.  On  the 
20th  these  naval  forces  returned  on  board  their  respective  vessels. 
(Api)endix.) 

In  the  autumn  of  1874  King  Kalakaua  visited  the  United  States  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  Betiicia,  and,  remaining  several  weeks,  was  during  that 
time  shown  many  friendly  attentions  by  this  Government.  The  U.  S. 
S.  Pensacola  was  placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  homeward  voyage.  One 
of  tlie  principal  objects  of  this  visit  was  the  desire  of  the  King  to  pro- 
mote negotiations  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  this  visit  of  the  King  was  opposed  by  the  English  and 
French  commissioners,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Pierce  October  12,  1874. 
(Appendix.) 

The  King  before  leaving  Hawaii  had  appointed  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr. 
Carter  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  reciprocity  agreement,  and,  greatly 
to  the  delight  of  his  people,  the  treaty  was  signed  at  Washington  Jan- 
uary 30,  1875.  It  contained  a  schedule  which,  to  be  made  effective,  re- 
quired an  act  of  Congress  in  ratihcation  of  the  customs  dues  fixed  there- 
by, and  a  proclamation  of  the  fact.  The  treaty  went  into  effect  by  this 
proclamation  September  9,  1876.     (Appendix.) 

Some  difficulty  was  encountered  with  Great  Britain  by  reason  of  the 
"  parity  "  or  "  favored  nation  "  clause  in  the  treaty  of  1852  between  that 
power  and  Hawaii;  and  Germany  was  also  at  first  disposed  to  take  a 
view  similar  to  the  English  in  that  respect.  But  the  German  claim 
was  successfully  contested  by  Mr.  Carter,  appointed  to  arrange  the 
matter  with  those  two  Governments,  and  the  construction  given  that 
clause  by  the  United  States  agreed  to  substantially.  Much  correspon- 
dence followed  the  expression  of  England's  views  on  the  subject,  and  a 
compromise  was  pro[)osed  fixing  a  duty  of  10  per  centum  on  British 
importations  of  the  articles  in  the  free  schedule  of  our  treaty.  This 
proi)Osition  was  not  accepted  by  Mr.  Carter,  and  was  withdrawn:  but 
in  the  discussion  of  the  matter  in  the  Hawaiian  Legislature  a  majority 
►:>f  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  reported  not  only  in  its  favor,  but 
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in  favor  of  the  original  claim  of  the  British  Government  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  privileges  eqnal  to  those  granted  the  United  States.  The  con- 
troversy led  to  a  change  of  ministry,  and  finally  to  an  admission  by  the 
King's  minister  of  the  claim  of  this  Government  to  exclusive  privileges, 
and  a  pledge  to  hold  the  treaty,  so  interpreted,  inviolate.  This  episode 
involved  an  "  annexation  scare"  as  against  the  United  States,  touch- 
ing which  Mr.  Evarts  thus  instructed  our  minister,  Mr.  Comly,  August 
6,  1878: 

Yon  will  endeavor  to  disabuse  tlie  minds  of  tliose  who  impute  to  the  United  States 
any  idea  of  furtJier  projects  beyond  the  present  treaty.     (Appendix.) 

From  time  to  time  during  the  ensuing  three  years  questions  of  inter- 
pretation of  articles  on  the  schedule  and  of  the  customs  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  and  some  involving  attempted  or  apprehended  frauds  arose, 
several  of  them  complicated  by  claims  of  Great  Britain  under  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  Anglo-Hawaiian  treaty  of  1852,  and  by  the  influence  of 
British  residents.  All  these  questions  were,  however,  satisfactorily 
determined  without  resort  to  any  other  mode  of  arrangement  than  the 
usual  diplomatic  method,  by  notes.  A  domestic  scandal,  involving  al- 
most the  entire  Government,  followed,  resulting  in  rapid  changes  of 
ministers  and  a  hasty  request  for  the  recall  of  foreign  representatives, 
including  Mr.  Comly.  This  request  was,  however,  itself  recalled 
promptly  after  the  last  change  of  cabinet  on  account  of  this  particular 
crisis,  and  a  more  agreeable  state  of  affairs  brought  about.  The  details 
of  these  incidents  are,  however,  hardly  worthy  of  any  notice,  as  they 
serve  chiefly  to  establish  the  disreputable  character  of  certain  of  the 
King's  advisers  at  the  time,  to  verify  charges  of  general  corruption  in 
the  legislature,  and  point  to  influences  at  work  against  an  extension  of 
our  reciprocity  treaty.* 

The  same  year  the  good  offices  of  this  Government  weve  solicited  by 
the  Hawaiian  Evangelical  Association,  in  the  suppression  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  by  the  enforcement  of  Chief  Lebon's  ordinance  in  the  Ralik  Is- 
lands. Mr.  Evarts,  on  iSTovember  13,  1880,  instructed  Mr.  Comly,  and 
Mr.  Dawson,  the  United  States  consul  at  A^^ia,  also,  to  make  efforts  to 
secure  some  suitable  person  to  act  as  consular  agent  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  Raliks.     (Appendix.) 

The  good  ofiices  of  this  Government  were  enlisted  also  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  treaty  between  Hawaii  and  Jaj^an,  and  its  approval  of  such 
a  convention  sought  by  the  king's  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

In  June,  1881,  Mr.  Comly  reported  the  persistent  effort  of  Great 
Britain  to  derive  benefit  or  advantage  from  the  parity  clause  of  the 
Anglo-Hawaiian  treaty  of  1852,  through  the  reciprocity  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  by  way  of  pushing  claims  based  upon  that  clause  pend- 
ing its  termination  by  notification.     He  wrote: 

I  do  not  propose  to  trouble  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a  repetition  of  my  arguments 
intended  to  show  the  inadmissible  character  of  this  claim,  and  showing  mIso  that  in 
1855,  when  a  reciprocal  treaty  with  the  United  States  was  pending,  the  tlien  British 
Commissioner  here  (Gen.  Miller),  acting  under  direct  iustructi«ms  from  Lord 
Clarendon,  literally  "  gave  away"  the  whole  case  as  to  this  present  claim.  He  says : 
"  Great  Britain  can  not,  as  a  matter  of  right,  claim  the  same  advantages  for  her  trade, 
under  the  strict  letter  of  the  treaty  of  1852."  (C^uoted  more  at  length  and  in  his  own 
words  in  my  dispatch  No.  13.) 

For  the  conv(;nience  of  the  Secretary  of  State  I  present  a  brief  itinerary  of  the 
progress  of  this  claim  up  to  dat(!,  as  I  understand  it: 

1.  Immediately  after  the  recii)rocity  treaty  went  into  effect,  Maj.  Wodehouse,  the 
British  Connriissioner,  per(!mi»torily  notified  the  Hawaiian  Government  that  "  Her 
Majesty's  Government  can  not  allow  of"  any  discrimination  against  British  products 


*  See  Mr.  Comly's  113, 121,  and  122  j  and  Mr.  Evart's  76  and  78. 
S.Ex.77 2 
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as  in  favor  of  American,  and  that  British  importers  would  claim  under  their  treaty, 
for  British  products,  equality  with  American  products,  under  the  American  reciproc- 
ity treaty.  A  long  diplomatic  correspondence  followed,  in  which  I  was  frequently 
consulted  in  a  friendly  way  by  the  Hawaiian  minister,  and  was  notified  from  time 
to  time  by  Maj.  Wodehouse  of  his  proceedings.  I  have  uniformly  insisted  that  it 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  to  allow  the  same  privileges  to  British 
or  any  other  products  with  those  of  the  United  States — privileges  purchased  by 
reciprocity  advantages  beyond  the  power  of  any  other  nation  to  concede.  I  have 
also  insisted  that  it  would  amount  to  a  Adolation  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  Kingdom 
for  Great  Britain  to  assume  to  dictate  to  the  Hawaiian  Government  what  differential 
rate  of  customs  should  be  levied  upon  British  goods  as  compared  with  those  of  other 
countries,  taxation  being  an  incident  of  sovereignty. 

2.  Finding  that  the  British  Government  insisted  upon  its  claim,  the  Hawaiian  Gov- 
ernment gave  one  year's  notice  (under  the  seventeenth  article),  ternunating  the 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles  of  the  Anglo-Hawaiian  treaty  of  1851-'52.  (This  would 
takeeffect  Julys,  1878.) 

3.  This  was  resented  by  the  British  Government  as  '^unfriendly  "  action. 

4.  Mr.  Henry  A.  P.  Carter  was  sent  as  Hawaiian  envoy  to  England  to  settle  the 
dispute.  Major  Wodehouse,  alarmed  by  threats  of  annexation  to  the  United  States 
rather  than  submit  to  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  accompanied  Mr.  Carter  to  San 
Francisco,  where  he  applied  for  and  received  telegraphic  leave  from  Lord  Derby  to 
proceed  to  England  with  Mr.  Carter. 

.5.  In  London  Lord  Derby  proposed  to  Mr.  Carter  that  England  would  drop  the 
whole  matter  if  the  Hawaiian  Government  would  withdraw  its  denunciation  of  the 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles,  and  would  attach  the  free  schedule  of  the  American 
treaty  to  an  agreement  that  none  of  the  articles  in  that  scliedule  should  be  taxed 
more  than  10  per  cent  if  British  product  rejected.  (My  dispatch  No.  43  is  full  on  this 
and  subsequent  points.) 

6.  The  notice  of  discontinuance  was  withdrawn  as  to  all  but  first  paragraph  of 
fourth  article. 

7.  In  legislative  assembly  of  1878,  a  large  and  noisy  party  of  British  sympathizers 
attacked  the  Government  severely  and  threatened  the  reciprocity  treaty  so  seriously 
that  I  wrote  a  note  of  warning  and  protest  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  (appears 
as  inclosure  No.  4  with  my  dispatch  No.  43)  which  was  subsequently  approved 
by  Mr.  Evarts  Secretary  of  State. 

5.  The  Hawaiian  treaty  was  amended  substantially  as  suggested  by  Lord  Derby 
(10  per  cent  ad  valorem  horizontal).  It  was  supposed  that  this  would  end  the  m.at- 
ter  of  the  British  Claims,  but 

9.  About  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  Mr.  Theo.  H.  Davies,  acting  British 
consul-general,  a  merchant  doing  large  business  here  and  one  of  the  claimants, 
wrote  (unofficially)  to  the  minister  of  finance  on  behalf  of  the  claimants,  demand- 
ing a  refund  of  duties  paid  under  protest  pending  the  termination  of  the  first  clause 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  British  treaty. 

10.  The  minister  of  finance  referred  the  claimants  to  the  Hawaiian  courts. 

11.  The  British  commissioner  then  made  official  demand  for  dipl6matic(executive) 
settlement. 

12.  The  Hawaiian  mininister  informed  Major  Wodehouse  that  he  would  lay  the 
matter  before  cabinet  council. 

The  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  informed  Major  Wodehouse  that  the  action  of  the 
minister  of  finance  was  sustained  by  cabinet  council,  .and  that  the  claimants  were 
remanded  to  the  courts  accordingly. 

14.  Major  Wodehouse  replied  that  he  could  not  accept  that  form  and  would  report 
to  his  Government  for  further  instructions. 

1.5.  The  Hawaiian  minister  wrote  a  brief  note,  simply  acknowledging  Major  Wode- 
house's  note  without  comment. 

16.  INIajor  Wodehouse  wrote  a  severe  reply,  complaining  that  the  Hawaiian  min- 
ister had  omitted  to  say  that  he  would  give  due  consideration  toMajor  Wodehouse's 
note,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

17.  I  am  informed  by  a  member  of  the  cabinet  that  the  minister  (Mr.  Green)  will 
make  a  brief  and  dignified  protest  against  the  tone  of  Major  Wodehouse's  note,  and 
will  say  (substantially)  that,  Major  W.  having  been  already  fully  notified  that  the 
matter  had  been  considered  by  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  claimants  referred 
to  the  courts,  and  he  himself  having  notified  the  Hawaiian  Government  that  he  had 
referred  the  matter  to  the  British  secretary,  then,  in  that  case,  there  was  nothing 
further  to  consider  at  present,  and  Major  Wodehouse's  comi)laint  was  without 
foundation. 

Here  the  matter  rests. 

This  dispatcli  drew  from  Mr.  Blaine,  June  30,  1881,  an  explicit  in- 
Btructiou  setting  forth  the  views  of  this  Government  as  to  the  imi)ossi- 
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bility  of  a  grant  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  of  any  of  tlie  privileges 
exclusively  given  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1875  without  a 
violation  of  that  treaty.     He  said: 

You  will  add  that,  if  any  other  power  should  deem  it  i>roper  to  employ  undue  in- 
fluence upon  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  persuade  or  compel  action  in  derogation  of 
this  treaty,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  not  be  unobservant  of  its  rights 
and  interests  and  will  be  neither  unwilling  nor  un])repared  to  sujiport  the  Hawaiian 
Government  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  treaty  obligations.     (Appendix.) 

The  revival  of  the  sitbject  of  coolie  immigration  from  British  India 
and  an  exi^ression  of  the  views  of  the  British  commissioner  at  Hono- 
lulu resi^ecting  the  means  by  which  such  immigration  should  be  pro- 
moted and  such  immigrants  protected  and  controlled,  together  with  a 
resuscitation,  by  Major  Wodehouse,  of  the  Lackawanna  incident,  and  the 
adhesive  character  of  the  British  claims  arising  from  the  reciprocity 
treaty,  were  together  the  moving  cause  of  considerable  correspondence 
designed  to  instruct  the  United  States  minister  very  fully  respecting  the 
established  and  continued  policy  of  this  Government.  On  December 
1,  1881,  Mr.  Blaine  said: 

It  [this  Government]  firmly  believes  that  the  position  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  as 
the  key  to  the  dominion  of  the  American  Pacific  demands  their  benevolent  neutrality, 
to  which  end  it  will  earnestly  cooi)erate  with  the  native  Government.  And  if, 
through  any  cause,  the  maintenance  of  such  a  position  of  benevolent  neutrality 
should  be  found  by  Hawaii  to  be  impracticable,  this  Government  would  then  unhesi- 
tatingly meet  the  altered  situation  by  seeking  an  avowedly  American  solution  for 
the  grave  issues  presented.     (Api:»eudix.) 

In  1883  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  invited  to  concur 
in  a  protest  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  against  the  extension  of  their 
respective  territories  by  Great  Britain  and  France  in  Polynesia,  by  an- 
nexation of  the  Xew  Hebrides,  the  Solomon  Islands,  and  adjacent 
groui)s.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  on  December  6,  1883,  declined  to  concur, 
because,  as  he  wrote,  '•  while  we  could  not  *  *  *  view  with  com- 
placency any  movement  tending  to  the  extinction  of  the  national  life  of 
the  intimately  connected  commonwealths  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  the 
attitude  of  this  Government  towards  the  distant  outlying  groups  of 
Polynesia  is  necessarily  different ;"  and  he  added  that  the  President 
*'does  not  regard  the  matter  as  one  calhng  for  the  interposition  of  the 
United  States,  either  to  oppose  or  sui)port  the  suggested  measure." 
(Appendix.) 

In  the  same  year  the  reciprocity  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Hawaii  reached  the  limit  of  its  duration,  subject  to  twelve  months' 
notice  from  either  power  to  the  other  of  its  desire  to  terminate  the  com- 
pact. Negotiations  looking  to  the  extension  of  this  agreement  were  set 
on  foot  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  and  the  project  was  discussed  in 
Congress  and  in  the  diplomatic  corresi)andence  witli  the  ultimate  result 
of  a  convention  of  renewal,  etc.,  concluded  December  (},  1884,  at  Wash- 
ington, in  three  articles,  of  which  Article  i  renewed  the  treaty  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  and  Articles  ii  and  iii  provided,  respectively : 

Article  II. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islandsgrants  to  the  Government  of  the  IJuited 
States  the  exclusive  light  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Peail  River,  in  the  Ishind  of  Oahn, 
and  to  establish  and  maintain  there  a  coaling  and  re])air  station  for  t  ho  use  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  that  end  the  United  States  nuiy  improve  the  entrance 
to  said  harbor  and  do  all  other  things  needful  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Articlk  III. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  at  Wash- 
ington as  soon  as  i)ossiblo. 
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The  convention  was  not  however  ratified  and  proclaimed  until  No- 
vember, 1887,  owing-  to  considerable  opposition  to  the  extension  of  the 
original  compact  by  the  sugar  interests  of  this  country  and  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  Congress.  The  extension  of  the  treaty  and 
the  Pearl  liiver  Harbor  cession  were  also  opposed  by  Great  Britain 
as  the  general  policy  of  that  Government.     (Appendix.) 

In  May,  1873,  Gen.  Schofield,  under  confidential  instructions  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  made  a  full  report  upon  the  value  of  Pearl  Eiver 
Harbor  as  a  coaling  and  repair  station,  recommending  its  acquisition, 
and  later  he  appeared  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  to  urge  the  importance  of  some  measure  looking  to  the  control  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands  by  the  United  States.     (Appendix.) 

The  question  of  connecting  the  islands  by  cable  with  Australia  and 
the  United  States  was  presented  to  this  Government  by  our  minister 
in  August,  1884,  by  his  report  of  proposals  of  the  Australasian  Cable 
Syndicate  in  relation  to  the  laying  of  an  ocean  cable  from  Brisbane  to 
San  Francisco,  via  Honolulu.  This  syndicate  secured  the  introduction 
and  passage  of  an  act  by  the  Hawaiian  legislature  providing  a  subsidy 
of  not  more  than  $20,000  for  a  period  limited  to  fifteen  years.  Owing 
to  the  failure  to  secure  landing  privileges  at  San  Francisco  before  1886 
this  act  was  then  amended  so  as  to  x^rovide  for  the  landing  of  the  cable 
at  any  other  port  or  place  on  the  North  American  continent,  presum- 
ably in  the  interest  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company's  tele- 
graphic system.  While  the  sentiment  in  the  islands  favored  a  terminus 
in  the  United  States,  the  project  of  Mr.  Coote,  a  British  subject,  was  a 
terminus  in  British  Columbia.  Further  legislation  on  the  subject  drew 
from  the  British  commissioner  a  protest  against  the  granting  of  exclu- 
sive privileges  to  any  persons  for  the  landing  of  a  cable  from  any 
British  territory  on  any^of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  the  assertion  on 
the  part  of  the  King's  Government  of  their  right  to  control  the  matter  as 
they  believed  best.  In  1891-'92  a  cable  survey  was  made  by  the  U.  S. 
S.  Albatross,  of  the  Fish  Commission,  and  lines  of  sounding  were  run 
from  the  Califbrnian  coast,  Salinas  Landing,  Monterey  Bay,  to  Honolulu. 

In  188G  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approved  by  the 
King  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $2,000,000  and  pledge  the  revenues  of  the 
Kingdom  for  its  repayment.  An  English  syndicate  had  the  matter  in 
charge.  Its  objects  were  the  liquidation  of  certain  outstanding  bonds 
and  the  prosecution  of  domestic  improvements.  The  loan  under  such 
conditions  was  successfully  opposed  by  this  Government  under  the 
exclusive  privileges  granted  the  United  States  by  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
(Appendix.) 

Early  in  1887  the  subject  of  a  propo>sed  treaty  of  political  alliance  or 
confederation  between  the  Ha^vaiian  and  Samoan  Kings  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  this  Government  with  a  view  to  its  advice  and  its 
approval  of  the  project;  but  Mr.  Bayard  pointed  out  the  inexpediency^ 
of  such  a  compact  and  withheld  approval.     (Appendix.) 

On  the  2e3d  of  December,  1887,  the  minister  of  Great  Britain  at 
Washington  handed  the  following  memorandum  to  Mr.  Bayard: 

Washington,  December  23,  1887. 

England  and  France  by  the  convention  of  November  28,  1843,  are  bound  to  con- 
sider the  Sandwich  Islands  as  an  independent  state  and  never  to  take  possession, 
either  directly  or  under  the  title  of  a  protectorate  or  any  other  form,  of  any  part  of 
the  territory  of  which  they  are  composed. 

The  best  way  to  secure  this  object  would,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majeaiy's  Govern- 
ment, be  that  the  powers  chieily  interested  in  the  trade  of  the  Pacitic  should  join  in 
making  a  formal  declaration  similar  to  that  of  1843  above  alluded  to,  and  that  the 
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United  States  Government  should,  with  England  and  Germany,  guarantee  the  neu- 
trality and  equal  accessibility  of  the  islands  and  their  harbors  to  the  ships  of  all 
nations  without  preference. 

To  this  communication  Mr.  Bayard  replied: 

Personal.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  15,  1888. 

Dear  Sir  Lionel:  After  reading  the  memorandum  of  Lord  Salisbury  in  relation 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  it  does  not  occur  to  me  that  I  can  add  anything  to  what  I 
stated  to  you  orally  in  our  interview  on  the  23d  of  December  last,  when  you  first 
sent  it  to  me. 

I  was  glad  to  find  that  you  quite  understood -and  had  conveyed  to  your  Govern- 
ment the  on^y  significance  and  meaning  of  the  Pearl  Harbor  concession  by  the 
Hawaiian  Government,  as  provided  in  the  late  treaty  of  that  Government  with  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  contained  nothing  to  impair  the  political  sovereignty  of 
Hawaii. 

The  existing  treaties  of  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  create,  as  you  are  aware, 
special  and  important  reciprocities,  to  which  the  present  material  prosperity  of 
Hawaii  may  be  said  to  owe  its  existence,  and  by  one  of  the  articles  the  cession  of 
any  jjart  of  the  Hawaiian  territory  to  any  other  government  without  the  consent  of 
the  United  States  is  inhibited. 

In  view  of  such  existing  arrangements  it   does  not  seem  needful  for  the  L^nited 
States  to  join  with  other  governments  in  their  guaranties  to  secure  the  neutrality  of 
Hawaiian  territory,  nor  to  provide  for  that  equal  accessibility  of  all  nations  to  those 
ports  which  now  exists. 
I  am,  etc., 

T.  F.  Bayard. 

The  direct  and  immediate  motive  of  Great  Britain  in  this  correspond- 
eii(*e  is  not  evident;  but  it  is  obviously  to  be  discovered  in  certain  closely 
anterior  events,  sufficiently  well  known  at  the  time.  But  a  little  while 
before  an  understanding  had  been  reached  between  England  and  Ger- 
many relative  to  a  division  of  a  great  area  of  the  Pacitic  Ocean;  the 
attitude  tlien  lately  assumed  by  this  Government  respecting  Samoan 
aftViirs  had  perhaps  been  the  cause  of  some  surprise  and,  it  may  be,  a 
little  apprehension  in  this  direction  on  the  jjart  of  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  frankness  with  which  we  shall  see  the  British  consul- 
general  in  Hawaii  cautioning  the  King's  Government  against  any  ex- 
clusive concession  of  a  naval  station  to  any  foreign  power  is  no  less 
useful  a  key  to  the  action  of  Sir  Lionel  West.  The  causes,  then,  of 
this  step  were  complicated;  jealousy  of  the  United  States  led  to  the 
in(;]usion  of  this  Government  in  a  project  for  an  agreement  prompted 
by  jealousy  of  Germany,  and  France  was  relegated  to  the  convention 
of  184.'>  by  force  of  more  pressing  circumstances. 

While  Mr.  Bayard,  in  February,  1888,  was  writing  his  answer  to  Sir 
Lionel,  the  British  commissioner  at  Honolulu, formally  i)rotested  against 
the  grant  to  the  United  States  of  the  exclusive  use  of  Pearl  Iliver  Har- 
bor as  a  coaling  and  repair  station,  by  Article  II  of  the  supplementary 
convention  extending  our  reciprocity  treaty,  and  argued  that  the 
Hawaiian  Government  was  estopped  from  this  action  by  the  provisions 
of  Article  II  of  the  King's  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  granting  to  vessels 
of  war  liberty  of  entry  to  all  harbors  to  which  such  ships  of  other 
nations  "  are  or  may  be  permitted  to  come."    And  he  said : 

Under  instructions  from  Her  Mjijesty's  Government  I  have  already  pointed  out  to 
the  Government  of  His  Hawaiian  Majesty  that  the  acquisition  by  a  foreign  ]>ower 
of  a  liar])or,  or  lueferential  concession  in  the  Hawaiian  Ishmds,  wouhl  infallibly 
lead  to  the  loss  of  the  inde])endence  of  the  islands;  but  this  considiTation  has  not 
prevented  His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  Government  from  ])rocee(ling  to  the  ratilication 
of  the  sup]>lenieutary  convention  with  the  United  States,  and  althonoh  Her  Maj- 
esty's Government  are  informed  that  by  an  exchange  of  notes  between  the  Hawaiian 
minister  at  Washington  and  Mr.  Bayard  it  is  declared  that  the  article  in  question 
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(No.  ii)  does  not  subtract  from  Hawaiian  jurisdiction ;  that  it  gives  no  right  of 
property  in  the  harbor  or  cession  of  territory ;  that  no  exclusive  right  is  conferred 
commercially,  and  that  it  terminates  with  the  original  treaty  of  1875,  whenever 
notice  of  such  a  termination  is  given.     (Apx)endix.) 

The  question  was  ably  treated  by  the  Hawaiian  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  privileges  granted  this  Government  clearly  defined. 
(Appendix.) 

On  the  30th  of  July,  1889,  an  insurrection  was  set  on  foot  by  Robert 
W.  Wilcox  and  Eobert  Boyd,  two  half-caste  Hawaiians,  who,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  together  with  their  adherents,  about  100  in 
number,  were  defeated.  The  ringleader,  with  about  (30  of  his  followers, 
was  imi^risoned.  About  70  sailors  and  marines  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Adams^ 
then  in  the  harbor,  were  landed  by  permission  with  a  machine  gun  to 
protect  life  and  property  at  the  legation  and  in  the  city,  and  their  ap- 
pearance on  the  streets  had  a  favorable  effect  on  the  populace.  Ee- 
maining  over  night,  quartered  at  the  armory,  they  returned  on  board 
the  next  morning  when  tranquility  was  restored.     (Appendix.) 

A  dispute  between  the  King  and  the  cabinet,  of  a  constitutional  scope, 
was  decided  by  the  supreme  court,  against  the  King,  just  after  the 
attempt  at  revolution;  audit  was  determined  that  his  signature  was 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  cabinet  whenever  required  on  public 
documents,  and  that  the  Government  in  all  its  departments  must  be 
conducted  by  that  council.  This  controversy  received  the  attentive 
consideration  of  all  the  foreign  representatives,  and  its  termination,  as 
recited,  appears  to  have  been  accepted  with  general  satisfaction. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1890,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  inviting  the  King  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  participate  in  the  International  American  Con- 
ference, then  in  session  at  Washington.  This  invitation  was  extended 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  adopted  upon  the  President's 
recommendation.  In  consequence  of  the  adjournment  of  the  Conference 
sine  die  before  Mr.  Carter,  the  delegate  from  Hawaii,  could  present  his 
credentials,  he  did  not  participate  in  its  deliberations.  Upon  Mr. 
Blaine's  invitation,  however,  Mr.  Carter,  on  the  28th  of  April,  after  the 
adjournment,  announced  his  api)ointment  as  delegate  and  expressed  his 
regret  at  its  arrival  too  late  to  permit  his  attendance  on  the  Conference; 
but  at  the  same  time  signified  the  probable  accession  of  his  Government 
to  its  conclusions. 

In  December,  1890,  Kalakaua,  the  King,  arrived  in  the  United  States 
on  a  friendly  visit,  and  died  at  San  Francisco,  January  20,  1891.  His 
body  was  returned  to  Honolulu  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Charleston^  the 
flagship  of  Rear-Admiral  Brown,  which  arrived  in  that  harbor  January 
29;  whereupon  the  Princess  Liliuokalani,  regent  daring  the  King's 
absence,  was  proclaimed  Queen.     (Appendix.) 

Considerable  doubt  and  fear  seem  to  have  prevailed  with  the  better 
element  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  course  of  the  new  Queen,  as 
the  matter  is  reported  by  Mr.  Stevens.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1891, 
he  wrote: 

The  present  ministry  has  heen  hut  a  few  months  in  office  and  the  hest  men  of 
the  islands,  including  nearly  all  the  principal  husiness  men,  wish  the  present  min- 
istry to  remain,  who,  hy  the  present  constitution,  are  chieiiy  independent  of  the 
Crown,  and  can  not  he  removed  except  hy  impeachment  or  hy  the  votes  of  the 
legislature.  Under  her  extreme  notions  of  sovereignty  and  the  influence  of  her  had 
advisers,  the  Queen  is  trying  to  force  the  resignation  of  the  ministers  and  to  get 
a  cahinet  compased  of  her  tools.  So  far  the  ministers  have  refused  to  resign, 
and  the  hest  public  opinion  increases  in  their  sujiport.  Should  the  supreme  court 
sustain  the  right  of  the  ministers,  which  is  very  clearly  and  strongly  intrenched  in 
the  constitution,  the  ministers  will  he  supported  hy  such  a  united  determination 
of  the    husiness  men  and    other  hetter  citizens  of  the  islands  as  will   force  the 


HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS.  23 

Queen  to  yield.  If  she  should  still  persist  aud  attempt  to  form  a  ministry  of  her  own, 
without  the  consent  of  the  legislature,  she  will  surely  imperil  her  throne.  She  is 
well  known  to  be  much  more  stubborn  in  character  than  her  brother,  the  late  King, 
but  my  ju-esent  belief  is  that  she  will  finally  yield  to  the  legal  and  other  legitimate 
forces  operative  .against  her  present  course  aud  |)lace  herself  in  the  iiands  of  the 
conservative  and  respectable  men  of  the  country  as  the  only  way  to  retain  her 
throne. 

Early  in  tlie  spring  of  1891  the  supreme  court  decided  that  the  Cabi- 
net of  the  late  King  ceased  to  have  legal  existence  at  his  death.  A 
new  Cabinet  was  appointed  which  seemed  to  give  general  satisfaction 
and  somewhat  to  allay  earlier  apprehensions  touching  the  probable 
course  of  the  Queen.  Mr.  Stevens^  however,  expressed  some  lack  of 
faith  in  the  minister  of  finance. 

In  September,  1891,  Mr.  Stevens  wrote  that  the  prince  consort,  hus- 
band of  Queen  Liliuokalani,  a  native  of  I^ew  York  and  strongly 
American  in  his  sympathies,  had  died  August  27,  1891. 

At  the  same  time  the  minister  reported  a  project  for  a  revision  of  the 
reciprocity  treaty  between  this  Government  and  Hawaii,  prompted  by 
the  removal  of  the  tariif  on  sugar,  which  materially,  if  not  vitally, 
affected  tlie  principal  interests  of  the  islands.  Late  in  1891,  Mr.  Mott 
Smith  was  ai)pointed  a  special  envoy  to  the  United  States  to  negotiate 
such  an  agreement,  and  a  legislature  favorable  to  the  treaty  was  elected 
in  February,  1892. 

In  a  confidential  communication  of  March  8,  1892,  Mr.  Stevens  re- 
ports revolutionary  plans  to  be  held  in  check  solely  by  the  presence  of 
an  United  States  naval  vessel,  and  describes  a  very  general  sentiment 
of  hostility  to  the  succession  of  the  ''half  English"  heir  to  the  throne — 
at  the  time  being  educated  in  England — and  a  growing  inclination 
among  all  classes  towards  annexation  to  the  United  States.  (Api^endix.) 

Mr.  Stevens's  dispatches  continue  to  be  of  the  same  tenor.  The  sub- 
jection of  the  queen  to  the  influences  of  a  half-caste  Tahitian  of  the 
name  of  Wilson,  and  marshal  of  the  Kingdom,  since  soon  after  her  ac- 
cession, continued  to  excite  considerable  dissatisfaction,  and  revolu- 
tionary schemes  were  rife  throughout  the  year.  The  attitude  of  the 
Queen  and  her  immediate  entourage  was  one  of  arrogance.  Late  in 
August  or  early  in  September  the  cabinet  was  voted  out,  and  a  dead- 
lock followed  between  the  Queen  and  the  legislature.  The  new  cabinet 
was  objectionable  to  the  better  elements,  but  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence sufficiently  decisive  to  bring  on  the  crisis  was  not  secured  until 
the  17th  October.  The  minister  said  in  his  dispatch  of  October  19, 
1892,  on  the  situation — 

My  x>resent  impression  is,  that  the  Queen  and  her  faction  will  have  to  yield. 
Otherwise  the  entire  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  could  not  be  long  delayed. 

In  his  No.  74,  of  November  20,  Mr.  Stevens  gave  a  full  statement  of 
the  financial,  agricultural,  social,  and  political  condition  of  the  islands, 
and  said : 

One  of  two  courses  seems  to  me  absolutely  necessary  to  be  followed:  Either  bold 
and  vigorous  measures  for  annexation  or  a  '■'■  customs  union,"  an  ocean  cable  from  the 
Californian  coast  to  Honolulu,  Pearl  Harbor  perpetually  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
with  an  implied  but  not  necessarily  stipulated  American  protectorate  over  the  islands. 

Keports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — especially  those  beginning 
with  (me  from  Kear-Admirl  Brown,  dated  ScptendHn*  (>,  1S92— corrob- 
orated the  American  minister's  accounts  and  forecasts  of  cvcmi is  in  Ha- 
waii until,  on  the  28tli  of  January,  telegraphic  news  was  received  from 
both  sources  of  the  accomplishment  of  a  peaceful  revolution  at  Hono- 
lulu and  the  dethronement  of  the  Queen.     (Appendix.) 
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The  correspondence  examined  in  the  preparation  of  tliis  report  in- 
dicates the  general  liolicy  of  this  Government  towards  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  to  have  been,  from  1820  to  1893,  one  of  close  friendship  and 
protection,  prompted  by  a  desire  for  the  welfare  and  autonomy  of  the 
islands  and  a  careful  preservation  of  American  rights  and  territory  on 
this  continent.  The  active  intervention  of  foreign  powers  in  the  affairs 
of  Hawaii  is  shown  to  have  been  uniformly  regarded  with  distrust,  and 
a  determined  attitude  against  it  seems  to  have  been  frankly  assumed 
whenever  occasion  called  for  an  expression  of  purpose  upon  the  subject 
from  the  United  States.  This  view  of  the  common  interests  of  the  two 
countries  several  times  contemplated  annexation  as  a  necessity  under 
apprehended  foreign  encroachment  at  Honolulu,  and  once,  if  not  more 
than  once,  as  the  positive  policy  of  this  Government — notably  in  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

Andrew  H.  Allen, 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Bolls  and  Library. 

[The  narrative  of  events  from  the  17th  of  January,  1893,  is  continued 
in  the  report  accompanying  the  President's  message  of  February  15, 
1893,  sending  to  the  Senate  the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Wash- 
iugton,  February  14,  1893,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  and  the  rei)resentatives  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.] 
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The  time  and  assistance  available  in  the  preparation  of  the  forej^oing 
report  and  this  appendix  have  not  been  sufficient  to  render  a  full  pres- 
entation of  the  correspondence  involved  practicable  here.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  supi^lement  therefore  is  to  give  a  general  view  of  the 
progress  of  events  and  to  submit  copies  of  all  papers  of  ascertained 
imi)ortance  to  a  clear  understanding  and  reenforcement  of  the  narrative, 
except  tliose  published  in  the  volumes  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States  and  other  volumes^  to  which  reference  is  noted  in  a 
bibliograpliical  paragraph. 

It  has  been  deemed  neither  necessary  nor  advisable  to  touch  upon 
the  subject  of  i^rivate  claims  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either 
country  against  the  government  of  the  other,  as  none  of  the  claims 
adverted  to  in  the  consular  or  diplomatic  correspondence  appears  to 
have  become  at  any  time  matter  of  si^ecial  or  separate  negotiation  or 
to  have  reached  a  position  of  adequate  moment  to  demand  any  further 
action  than  the  exercise  of  good  offices  by  the  diplomatic  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  of  the  claimant. 

Three  unperfected  treaties  described  in  the  correspondence  are  de- 
posited in  this  Bureau,  those  of  1849,  1855,  and  1867,  resi)ectively. 

A  considerable  volume  of  correspondence  upon  Hawaiian  relations  will 
be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  Xavy  Department,  should  it  be  regarded 
as  desirable  to  examine  letters  of  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  in 
supi)()rt  or  elaboration  of  the  consular  and  diplomatic  letters  given  or 
referred  to  in  the  list  of  papers. 

The  present  report  and  appendix  bring  the  narrative  down  to  the 
revolution  of  January  17,  1893,  from  which  point  it  is  continued  in  the 
report  accompanying  the  President's  message  of  February  15,  1893, 
sending  to  the  Senate  the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington, 
February  14,  1893,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  and 
the  representatives  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands. 

A  list  of  papers,  chronologically  arranged,  follows,  and  is,  in  its  turn, 
followed  by  a  brief  subject  index  for  more  convenient  reference. 

A.  H.  A. 

r»UiiEAU  OF  EOLLS  AND  LIBRARY,  February  li^  1S93. 
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LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

[The  arrangement  is  chronological.] 

Treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  signed  at  Honolulu,  December  23,  1826. 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones,  December  25, 
1826.    Extract. 

Extract  of  letter  to  William  Bolton  Finch,  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes,  January  20,  1829. 

Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Hawaii  of  November  16,  1836,  signed  at  Hono- 
lulu. 

Treaty  between  France  and  Hawaii,  signed  at  Honolulu,  July  12,  1839. 

Treaty  between  France  and  Hawaii,  signed  at  Honolulu,  July  17,  1839. 

Message  of  the  President  of  December  31,  1842.  (H.  ,R.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  35,  Twenty- 
seventh  Congress,  third  session.) 

Commercial  Agent  William  Hooper's,  No.  22,  March  7,  1843. 

Commercial  Agent  William  Hooper's,  No.  23,  March  11,  1843. 

Commercial  Agent  William  Hooper's,  No.  28,  August  15,  1843. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Brown,  No.  7,  March  15,  1843. 

Commercial  Agent  Hooper's  No.  28,  August  15,  1843. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  5,  October  26,  1843. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  November  4,  1843. 

Declaration  of  Great  Britain  and  France  relating  to  independence  of  islands,  London, 
November  28,  1843. 

Mr.  Calhoun  to  Mr.  Brown,  No.  4,  January  20,  1845. 

Treaty  of  peace,  amity,  and  commerce  between  France  and  Hawaii,  signed  at  Hono- 
lulu, March  26,  1846. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  August  28,  1848. 

Article  6,  treaty  with  France  of  Julv  17,  1849. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  No."^  55,  September  3,  1849. 

Mr.  Turrill  to  Mr.  Clayton,  No.  30,  September  4,  1849. 

Treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and 
Hawaiian  Islands,  concluded  at  Washington  20th  December,  1849. 

Messrs.  Judd  and  Jarves  to  Mr.  Clayton,  May  30,  1850. 

Mr.  Clayton  to  Messrs.  .Judd  and  Jarves,  June  3,  1850. 

Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Rives,  No.  15,  July  5,  1850. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  49,  September  12,  1850. 

Mr.  Severance  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  March  11,  1851. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Rives,  No.  28,  June  19,  1851. 

Joint  resolution  of  the  nobles  and  representatives  of  June  21,  1851> 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  95,  July  8,  1851. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  No.  4,  July  14,  1851. 

Confidential,  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  July  14,  1851. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  97,  July  22,  1851. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  109,  October  30,  1851. 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Mason,  No.  3,  December  16,  1853. 

Message  of  the  President  of  March  3,  1854. 

Treaty  of  reciprocity,  unperfected,  1855. 

(Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library,  Department  of  State.) 

Mr.  McBride  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  9,  October  9,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McBride,  No.  10,  January  14, 1864. 

Message  of  the  President,  February  5, 1864. 

Mr.  McBride  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  37,  September  16, 1864. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  6,  September  3, 1866. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  private,  June  7,  1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  ^[cCook,  No.  33,  July  13, 1867. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  31,  August  5, 1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  confidential,  September  12, 1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  No.  36,  October  5.  1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Spalding,  No.  42,  July  5,  1868. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  54,  August  14, 1868,  with  inclosure. 

Message  of  President  Johnson,  December  9, 1868. 

Mr.  Z.  S.  Spalding  to  Mr. Spalding,  April  14, 1869. 

Mr.  McCook  and  Mr.  De  Varigny,  notes  of  conversations,  September  14, 1869,  and  Mr. 

McCook  and  the  King. 
Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  189,  February  7,  1873. 
Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  190,  February  10, 1873. 
Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  191,  February  17, 1873. 
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Gen.  Schofielfl  to  Gen.  Belknap,  May  8, 1873. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  241,  February  11, 1874. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  243,  February  17, 1874. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  245,  February  20,  1874. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  291,  October  12, 1874. 

Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Commercial  Reciproc- 
ity, January  30, 1875. 

Treaty:  Protocol  of  Conference,  September  9,  1876.  (Eatification  of  Commercial 
Reciprocity.) 

Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  28,  August  6, 1878.  (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United 
States,  1878.) 

Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  81,  November  13, 1880. 

Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  102,  June  30, 1881.  (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United 
States,  1881.) 

Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  113,  December  1,  1881.  (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States,  1881.) 

Confidential,  Mr.  Blain&toMr.  Comly,  December  1,  1881, 

Mr,  Frelinghnvseu  to  Mr,  Dnggett,  No.  42,  December6, 1883.  (See  Foreign  Relations 
of  the  United  States,  1883.) 

Treaty  :  Hawaiian  Islands  Supplementary  Convention,  December  6,  1884.  Reciproc- 
ity and  Pearl  River  Harbor  Cession. 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr,  Bayard,  No.  78,  September  2,  1886. 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Bayard,  No.  85,  October  19,  1886. 

Mr.  Hastings  to  Mr.  Bavard,  No.  89,  October  28,  1886. 

Mr.  Bavard  to  Mr.  Merrill,  No.  52,  July  12,  1887.  (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States,  1887.) 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Bavard,  No.  173,  February  24, 1888.  (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States,  1888.) 

Treatv:  Parcels  Post  Convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  King- 
dom, December  19,  1888. 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  2.5,5,  August  1,  1889. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  46,  February  8,  1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  48,  March  8,  1892. 

Admiral  Brown  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navv,  September  6,  1892. 

Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  74,  November  20,  1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  65,  September  14,  1892. 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  October  12,  1892. 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  October  20,  1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  72,  October  31,  8892. 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  November  1,  1892. 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  November  9,  1892. 

Message  of  the  President,  February  6,  1893.     Sen.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  45,  52d  Cong.  2d  sess- 


ADDBNDA. 


Treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  unavlgation,  unperfected,  1849.     (Bureau  of  Rolls 

and  Libiary,  Department  of  State.) 
Treaty  of  reciprocity,  unperfected,  1867.     (Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library,  Depart- 

njent  of  State.) 


SUBJECT  INDEX. 

Annexation  to  the  United  States : 

Mr.  Severance  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  March  11, 1851. 

Mr.  W^-,])ster  to  Mr.  Severance,  July  4, 1851  (confidential), 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Mason,  No.  3,  December  16, 1853. 

Mr,  MeCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  6,  September  3, 1866. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward  (private),  June  7, 1867. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  No.  .33,  July  13,  1867. 

Mr,  Sewanl  to  Mr.  McCook  (confidential),  September  12, 1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Spalding,  No.  42,  July  5, 1868. 

Mr.  Z.  S.  Si)aiildiiig  to  Mr.  SpauMing,  April  14,  1869. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  \o,  189,  February  7, 1873. 

Mr.  Pieice  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  191,  Februar'v  17, 1873. 

Gen.  Schofield  to  Gen.  IJelknap,  May  8,  1873, 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No,  46,  February  8, 1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blainci,  No.  48,  March  8,  1892. 

Admiral  Brown  to  Secretary  of  Navy,  September  6, 1892. 
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Auiiexation  to  the  United  States — Continued. 

Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  Navy,  October  12, 1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  74,  November  20, 1892. 

Message  of  the  President,  February  6,  1893  (Sen.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  45,  Fifty-second 
Congress,  second  session). 

See  Foreign  Kelations  of  the  United  States,  1881. 
Cession  of  territory  to  the  United  States : 

Prochimation  of  Kamehameha  III  of  March  10,  1851. 

Mr.  Severance  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  March  11, 1851. 

Mr.  Mc Bride  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  37,  September  16, 1864. 

Mr.  McCook  and  the  King — conversation,  September  14, 1869. 
Coolie  trade : 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  54,  August  14, 1868,  with  inclosure. 

See  Foreign  Kelations  of  the  United  States,  1873, 1880,  1881, 1882, 1885, 1888, 1889. 
Declaration  of  Great  Britain  and  France  relative  to  independence  of  islands,  Lou- 
don, November  28,  1843. 
Hawaiian  Islands : 

Statement  of  financial,  agricultural,  social,  and  political  conditions. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  74,  November  20,  1892. 
Independence  of  islands: 

Declaration  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  London,  November  28,  1843. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  August  28,  1848. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  No.  4,  July  14,  1851. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  August  28,  1848. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.97,  July  22,  1851. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  109,  October  30,  1851. 
Japanese  reciprocity  treaty : 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  32,  August  5,  1867. 
Kalakaua,  King — death  of,  in  the  United  States — (Foreign  Relations  United  States, 

1891). 
"  Lackawanna  "  (incident) : 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  31,  August  5,  1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  No.  36,  October  5,  1867. 

Mr.  McCook  and  Mr.  de  Varigiiy — notes  of  conversations,  September  14,  1869. 
And  Mr.  McCook  and  the  King. 
Landing  of  naval  force : 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  241,  February  11, 1874. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish.  No.  243,  Februarv  17, 1874. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish^  No.  245,  February  20, 1874. 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  255,  August  1, 1889. 
Lilioukalani,  Queen,  accession  of. 

Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1891. 
Liquor  traffic: 

Article  6,  treaty  with  France  of  July  17, 1849. 

Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  81,  Nov.  13, 1880.     (Ralik  Islands.) 
Message  of  the  President  of  December  31, 1842 : 

House  of  Representatives  Ex.  Doc.  No.  35,  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  third  session. 

Message  of  December  9, 1868,  annexation. 

Message  of  December  9, 1868,  reciprocity. 
Opposition  of  Great  Britain  to  American  interests: 

Mr.  McBride  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  9,  October  9,  1863. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McBride,  No.  10,  January  14,  1864. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  291,  October  12,  1874. 

Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  28,  August  6,  1878.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States,  1878.') 

Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  102,  June  30,  1881.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
United  States,  1881.) 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Bayard,  No.  78,  September  2,  1886. 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Bayard,  No.  85,  October  19,  1886. 

Mr.  Hastings  to  Mr.  Bayard,  No.  89,  October  28,  1886.     (See  Foreign  Relations 
of  the  United  States,  1887.) 

Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Bayard,  No.  173,  February  24,  1888.     (See  F'oreign  Relations 
of  the  United  States,  1888.) 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  P'oster,  No.  65,  September  14,  1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  72,  October  30, 1892. 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  74,  November  30, 1892.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of 
the  United  States,  1878, 1887, 1888.) 
Pearl  River  Harbor — 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  190,  February  10,  1873. 
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Pearl  River  Harbor— Continued. 

General  Schofield  to  General  Belknap,  May  8,  1873,  report. 

Snpplcnientarv  conA^ention,  December  6,  1884. 

Mr.  Merrill  to'.Mr.  Bayard,  No.  173,  February  24,  1888.     (See  Foreign  Kclotions 

of  the  United  States,  1888.) 
See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1888. 
Policy  of  the  United  States — 

President's^Message  December  31,  1842.     (H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  35,  Twenty-seventh 

Congress,  Third  session.) 
Mr.  Webster  to  George  Brown,  No.  7,  March  15,  1843. 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  5,  October  26,  1843. 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  November  4,  1843. 
Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  No.  4,  July  14, 1851. 
Confidential,  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  July  14,  1851. 
Mr.  McBride  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  9,  October  9,  1863. 
Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  K^o.  6,  September  3,  1866. 
Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  113,  December  1,  1881.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of 

the  United  States,  1881.) 
Confidential,  Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  December  1,  1881. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Daggett,  No.  42,  December  6,  1883.     (See  Foreign  Re- 
lations of  the  United  States,  1883.) 
Hawaiian-Samoan  Convention.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States, 

1887.) 
Mr.  Bayard  to  Mr.  Merrill,  No.  52,  July  12,  1887.     (See  Foreign  Relations  of  the 

United  States,  1887.)  ' 
Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  48,  March  8,  1892. 
Message  of  the  President,  February  6,  1893.     (Sen.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  45,  Fifty-second 

Congress,  second  session.) 
See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1881,  1883,  1888. 
Presents  sent  to  the  chiefs  of  the  islands: 

Extract  of  letter  to  William  Bolton  Finch,  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes,  20th  Januarv,  1829. 
Protection  of  foreigners: 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones,  December 

25,  1826.     Extract. 
Reciprocity — 

Unperfected  treaty  of  1855.    (Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library,  Dej)artment  of  State.) 

Message  of  the  President,  February  5,  1864. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  private,  June  7,  1867. 

Mr.  McCook  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  31,  August  5,  1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  confidential,  September  12,  1867. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McCook,  No.  36,  October  5,  1867. 

Unx)erfected  treaty  of  1867  (Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Library,  Dex)artment  of  State). 

Mr.  Z.  S.  Spalding  to  Mr. Spalding,  April  14,  1869. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  189,  February  7,  1873. 

Mr.  Pierce  tc  Mr.  Fish,  No.  190,  February  10,  1873. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  191,  February  17,  1873. 

Gen.  Scholield  to  Gen.  Belknap,  May  8,  1873. 

Mr.  Pierce  to  Mr.  Fish,  No.  291,  October  12,  1874. 

Treaty  of  January  30,  1875. 

Protocol  of  Conference,  September  9,  1876. 

Mr.  Evaris  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  28,  August  6,  1878.     Favored  Nation  clause.     (See 

Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  Slates,  1878). 
Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly,  No.  102,  June  30,  1881.     Construction  of  the  treaty. 

(See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1881). 
SuppleuHJutary  Convention,  December  6,  1884. 
Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  46,  February  8,  1892,  revision. 
See  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1874,  1875,  1876,  1877,  1879,  1881, 

1887. 
Restoration  of  the  islands  in  1843 — 

Commercial  Agent  Hooper's  No.  28,  August  15,  1843. 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  5,  October  26,  1843. 
Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  November  4,  1843. 
Revolution,  organized  party  for — 

Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Blaine,  No.  48,  March  8,  1892. 
Mr.  St(!vens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  65,  September  14,  1892. 
Political  situation — 

Ca])t.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  October  20,  1892. 
Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster,  No.  72,  October  31,  1892. 
Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  oi  the  Navy,  November  1,  1892. 
Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  November  9,  1892. 
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Seizure  of  the  islands  by  the  British  in  1843 — 

Commercial  Agent  Wm.  Hooper's  No.  22,  March  7^  1843. 
Commercial  Agent  Wm.  Hooper's  No.  23,  March  11,  1843. 
Commercial  Agent  Wm.  Hooper's  No.  28,  August  15,  1843. 
Message  of  the  President  of  Marcli  3,  1854. 
Seizure  of  islands  by  the  French  in  1849 — 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  No.  55,  September  3,  1849 
Mr.  Turrili  to  Mr.  Clayton,  No.  30,  September  4,  1849. 
Messrs.  Judd  and  Jarves  to  Mr.  Clayton,  May  30,  1850. 
Mr.  Clayton  to  Messrs.  Judd  and  Jarves,  June  3,  1850. 
Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Eives,  No.  15,  July  5,  1850. 
Mr.  Kives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  49,  September  12,  1850. 
Mr.  Severance  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  6,  March  11,  1851. 
Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  No.  4,  July  14,  1851. 
Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Rives,  No.  28,  June  19,  1851. 
Joint  Resolution  of  the  nobles  and  representatives  of  June  21, 1851. 
Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Webster,  No.  95,  July  8,  1851. 
Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance,  No.  4,  July  14,  1851. 
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Treaty  of  FriendsJiipj  Commerce^  and  Wavigation^  heticeen  The  TTnited 
^States  and  the  Sandwich  Islands ^  signed  at  ffonolulu,  December  23 ^ 

1826. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Oahu,  between  Thomas 
ap  Catesby  Jones,  appointed  by  the  United  States,  of  the  one  part, 
and  Kauikeaouli,  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  his  guardians, 
on  the  other  i^art. 

Article  I.  The  peace  and  friendship  subsisting  between  the  United 
States  and  their  Majesties,  the  Queen  Eegent  and  Kauikeaouli,  King  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  their  subjects  and  people,  are  hereby  con- 
firmed and  declared  to  be  perpetual. 

II.  The  shix)S  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  (as  well  as  their  con- 
suls and  all  other  citizens),  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  together  with  all  their  property,  shall  be  inviolably 
l^rotected  against  aU  enemies  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war. 

III.  The  contracting  parties,  being  desirous  to  avail  tbemselves  of  the 
bounties  of  Divine  Providence,  by  promoting  the  commercial  intercourse 
and  friendship  subsisting  between  the  respective  nations;  for  the  better 
security  of  these  desirable  objects,  their  Majesties  bind  themselves  to 
receive  into  their  ports  and  harbours,  call  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  protect  to  the  utmost  of  their  capacity  all  such  ships  and 
vessels,  their  cargoes,  officers,  and  crews,  so  long  as  they  shall  behave 
themselves  peace&lly,  and  not  infringe  the  established  laws  of  the  land ; 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  being  permitted  to  trade  freely  with 
the  people  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

IV.  Their  Majesties  do  further  agree  to  extend  the  fullest  protection 
within  their  control  to  all  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  which 
may  be  wrecked  on  their  shores,  and  to  render  every  assistance  in  their 
power  to  save  the  wreck  and  her  apparel  and  cargo;  and,  as  a  reward 
for  the  assistance  and  protection  which  the  people  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  shall  afford  to  all  such  distressed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
they  sliall  be  entitled  to  a  salvage  or  a  portion  of  the  property  so  saved ; 
but  such  salvage  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one- third  of  the  vessel  saved, 
which  valuation  is  to  be  fixed  by  a  commission  of  disinterested  persons, 
who  shall  be  chosen  equally  by  the  parties. 

V.  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  whether  resident  or  transit,  engaged 
in  commerce  or  trading  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  shall  be  inviolably 
protected  in  their  lawful  pursuits,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  sue  for  and 
recover  by  judgment  all  claims  against  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  according  to  strict  princii)les  of  equity  and  the  acknowledged 
I)ractice  of  civilized  nations. 

VI.  Their  Majesties  do  further  agree  and  bind  themselves  to  dis- 
countenance and  use  all  practicable  means  to  prevent  desertion  from 
all  Anierican  ships  which  visit  the  Sandwich  Islands;  and  to  tliat  end 
it  sliall  be  nia(l(5  the  duty  of  all  governors,  magistrates,  cliicfs  of  dis- 
tricts, and  all  others  in  authority,  to  a])prehend  all  deserters  and  to 
deliver  them  over  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  from  which  they  have 
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deserted ;  and  for  the  apprehension  of  every  such  deserter  who  shall 
be  delivered  over  as  aforesaid,  the  master,  owner,  or  agent  shall  pay  to 
the  person  or  persons  apprehending  such  deserter  the  sum  of  G  dollars, 
if  taken  on  the  side  of  the  island  near  which  the  vessel  is  anclnn-edj 
but  if  taken  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  the  sum  shall  be  12  dol- 
lars, and  if  taken  on  any  other  island  the  reward  shall  be  24  dollars, 
and  shall  be  a  just  charge  against  the  wages  of  every  such  deserter. 

VII.  No  tonnage  dues  or  impost  shall  be  exacted  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  which  is  not  paid  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the 
nation  most  favored  in  commerce  with  the  Sandwich  Islands;  and  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  shall  be  allowed  to  trade 
with  the  United  States  and  her  territories  upon  principles  of  equal 
advantage  with  the  most  favored  nation. 

Done  in  council  at  Honolulu,  Island  of  Oahu,  this  23rd  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1826. 

Thos.  Ap  Gatesby  Jones. 

Elisabeta  Kaahumanu. 

Karaimoku. 

BOKI. 
HOAPILI. 

Libia  Namahana. 


[From  Jones,  December  25,  1826,  dated  Honolulu.] 

Says  that  the  state  of  affairs  in  regard  to  foreigners  being  ]drotected 
is  in  a  bad  condition  and  that  his  services  are  really  required  at  the 
islands  to  protect  the  seamen. 

"On  the  23d  instant  I  concluded  some  arrangements  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  these  islands  calculated  to  secure  our  interest  in  this  quarter 
and  suppress  the  evils  which  have  hitherto  existed.  I  have  also  secured 
satisfactory  pledges  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  large  claims  held  by 
American  citizens  against  the  islanders.  In  short,  I  hope  it  will  be 
proved  that  the  PeacocWs  visit  to  the  Sandwich  and  Society  Islands 
has  in  some  degree  accomplished  the  main  object  of  the  cruise." 


[To  Wm.  Bolton  Finch,  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes,  January  20, 1829.] 

"Ghaplain  Stewart  has  in  his  care  and  will  deliver  to  you  a  letter  to 
King  Kamehameha,  a  few  presents  from  our  Government  to  the  princi- 
pal cliiefs  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  You  will  deliver  them  to  the  persons 
for  whom  they  are  intended. 

"Eemain  from  two  to  three  weeks,  or  as  long  as  shall  be  thought 
expedient  for  careful  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  and  to 
procure  from  our  consular  and  commercial  agent  or  from  other  sources 
every  information  respecting  our  commercial  and  other  interestJ^  which 
may  be  practicable." 

Instructions  to  reclaim  deserting  sailors,  and  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  state  of  our  commerce,  etc. 

[No  mention  made  of  the  treaty  of  December  23, 1826.] 
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(2)  English  treaty  of  Lord  Edicard  Russell^  November  16,  1836. 

Articles  made  and  agreed  on  at  Honolulu,  island  of  Oahu,  the  ICtli  of 
November,  1836. 

Article  I.  English  subjects  shall  be  permitted  to  come  with  their 
vessels,  and  i^roperty  of  whatever  kind,  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,-  they 
shall  also  be  permitted  to  reside  therein,  as  long  as  they  conform  to  the 
laws  of  these  islands,  and  to  build  houses,  and  warehouses  for  their 
merchandise,  with  the  consent  of  the  King;  and  good  friendship  shall 
continue  between  the  subjects  of  both  countries,  Great  Britain  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 

Article  II.  English  subjects,  resident  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  are 
at  liberty  to  go  to  their  own  country,  or  elsewhere,  either  in  their  own 
or  any  other  Acssel;  they  may  dispose  of  their  effects,  enclosures, 
h/uses.  &c.,  with  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  King,  and  take  the 
value  with  them,  without  any  impediment  whatever.  The  land  on 
which  houses  are  built  is  the  property  of  the  King,  but  the  King  shall 
have  no  authority  to  destroy  the  houses,  or  in  any  way  injure  the 
property  of  any  British  subject. 

Article  HI.  When  an  Enghsh  subject  dies  on  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  his  effects  shall  not  be  searched  or  touched  by  any  of  the 
governors  or  chiefs,  but  shall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  exec- 
utors or  heirs,  if  present;  but  if  no  heir  or  executor  appear,  the  consul 
or  his  agent  shall  be  executor  for  the  same;  if  any  debts  were  owing  to 
the  deceased,  the  governor  of  the  place  shall  assist  and  do  all  in  his 
power  to  comijel  the  debtors  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  heirs  or  executor, 
or  the  consul,  in  case  no  heir  or  executor  appears,  and  the  consul  is  to 
inform  the  King  of  the  death  of  every  British  subject  leaving  property 
upon  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Kamehaivieha  III. 
Edward  Eussel, 
Captain  of  R,  B.  M,  S,  Acteon. 


[TranslafcioE.] 


Treaty  concluded  July  12, 1839,  between  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  Capt.  Laplace,  commanding  the  French  frigate  Artemise,  acting  in 
the  name  of  the  King  of  the  French, 

Article  1.  The  Catholic  worship  is  declared  free  in  all  the  islands 
subject  to  the  Kiug  of  the  Sandwich  (Islands);  the  members  of  that 
communion  will  enjoy  there  all  the  pri\ileges  granted  to  Protestants. 

Art.  2.  A  piece  of  ground  for  a  Catholic  church  will  be  granted  by 
tlie  Government  at  Hohorourou,  a  port  frequented  by  the  French,  and 
that  Church  will  be  served  by  priests  ot  their  nation. 

Art.  3.  All  the  Catholics  imprisoned  on  account  of  their  religion 
since  tlie  last  persecutions  exercised  against  the  French  missionaries 
will  be  mimediately  set  at  liberty. 

Art.  4.  The  King  of  the  Sandwich  (Islands)  will  deposit  in  the  hands 

of  tiie  cai>tain  of  the  Artemise  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  as  a 

gnaiantee  of  his  future  conduct  towards  France,  the  (rovernment  of 

\vhi(!h  will  restore  him  this  sum  when  it  shall  deem  that  the  clauses  of 
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this  treaty  and  tliose  of  the  convention  concluded  with  Captain  Dupetit- 
Thouars  in  July,  1837,  have  been  faithfully  executed. 

Art.  5.  The  treaty,  together  with  the  sum  mentioned  above,  will  be 
brought  on  board  the  frigate  Arteyiiise  by  one  of  the  x^rincipal  chiefs  of 
the  country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  batteries  of  Honorourou  will 
salute  the  French  flag  with  twenty-one  guns,  which  Avill  be  returned  by 
the  frigate. 
Made  and  signed  between  the  contracting  parties  July  12,  1839. 

Kamehameha  III. 
0.  Laplace, 
Commanding  the  Artemise, 


[Translation.] 


Convention  concluded  July  17.  1839,  between  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  Kamehameha  III,  and  Captain  Laplace,  commanding  the 
French  frigate  Artemise,  representing  his  Government. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between 
the  King  of  the  French  and  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Art.  2.  Frenchmen  shall  be  protected  in  an  efficient  manner,  in 
their  persons  and  x)roperty,  by  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  who 
will  also  grant  them  the  necessary  permission  to  prosecute  those  of  his 
subjects  against  whom  they  may  have  just  claims. 

Art.  3.  Such  protection  shall  extend  to  French  vessels,  their  crews 
and  their  officers.  In  case  of  shipwreck,  the  chiefs  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  various  parts  of  the  archipelago  must  lend  them  assistance 
and  protect  them  from  pillage.  The  salvage  dues  will  be  settled,  in 
case  of  difficulty,  by  umpires  appointed  by  l3oth  parties. 

Art.  4.  No  Frenchman  accused  of  any  crime  can  be  tried  other- 
wise than  by  a  jury  composed  of  foreign  residents,  proposed  by  the 
consul  of  France  and  accepted  by  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Art.  5.  The  desertion  of  sailors  employed  on  board  the  French  ves- 
sels will  be  severely  repressed  by  the  local  authorities,  who  must  em- 
ploy every  means  at  their  command  to  have  the  deserters  arrested;  and 
the  expenses  of  capture  will  be  paid  by  the  captains  or  owners  of  the 
said  vessels,  in  accordance  with  the  tarifl*  adopted  by  the  nations. 

Art.  6.  French  goods,  or  those  recognized  as  being  of  French  origin, 
and  especially  wines  and  brandies,  can  not  be  prohibited,  nor  pay  an 
import  duty  of  more  than  five  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Art.  7.  No  tonnage  or  import  duties  can  be  required  of  French  mer- 
chants, unless  they  are  paid  by  the  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation 
in  its  commerce  with  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Art.  8.  The  subjects  of  King  Kamehameha  III  shall  be  entitled,  in 
the  French  Possessions,  to  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  French 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  they  shall  be  considered,  moreover,  as 
belonging  to  the  most  favored  nation,  as  regards  its  commercial  rela- 
tions vd\h  France. 

Made  and  signed  between  the  contracting  parties,  July  17, 1839. 

Kamehameha  III. 
0.  Laplace, 
Captain^  Commanding  the  Artemise, 
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[House  Ex.  No.  35,  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  third  session.] 
SANDWICH  ISLANDS  AND   CHINA. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  ivith  dip- 
lomatic intercourse  with  their  Government ;  also  in  relation  to  the  new 
position  of  affairs  in  China,  growing  out  of  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  China,  and  recommending  provision  for  a  diplomatic  agent. 

December  31,  1842.-— Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

To  the  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  communicate  here  with  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  recently  taken  place  between  certain  agents  of  the  Government  of 
the  Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  condition  of  those  islands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest, 
which  is  increasing  by  every  successive  proof  that  their  inhabitants 
are  making  progress  in  civilization,  and  becoming  more  and  more  com- 
petent to  maintain  regular  and  orderly  civil  government.  They  lie  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  much  nearer  to  this  continent  than  the  other,  and 
have  become  an  important  place  for  the  refitment  and  provisioning  of 
American  and  European  vessels. 

Owing  to  their  locality  and  to  the  course  of  the  winds  which  prevail 
in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  the  stopping- 
place  for  almost  all  vessels  passing  from  continent  to  continent,  across 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  They  are  especially  resorted  to  by  a  great  number 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery 
in  those  seas.  The  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts,  and  the  amount  of 
property  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  are  found  in 
those  islands  in  the  course  of  a  year,  are  stated,  probably  with  sufficient 
accuracy  in  the  letter  of  the  agents. 

Just  emergingfrom  a  state  of  barbarism,  the  Government  of  tbe  islands 
is  as  yet  feeble;  but  its  dispositions  appear  to  be  just  and  pacific,  and 
it  seems  anxious  to  improve  the  condition  of  its  people,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  knowledge,  of  religious  and  moral  institutions,  means  of 
education,  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life. 

It  can  not  but  be  in  conformity  with  the  interest  and  wishes  of  the 
Government  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  this  community 
thus  existing  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  expanse  of  ocean  should  be  re- 
spected, and  all  its  rights  strictly  and  conscientiously  regarded.  And 
this  must  also  be  the  true  interest  of  all  other  commercial  states.  Far 
remote  from  the  dominions  of  European  Powers,  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity as  an  independent  state  may  yet  be  in  a  high  degree  useful  to 
all  whose  trade  is  extended  to  those  regions,  while  its  near  approach 
to  this  continent,  and  the  intercourse  which  American  vessels  have  with 
it — such  vessels  constituting  five-sixths  of  all  which  annually  visit  it — 
could  not  but  create  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  at 
any  attempt  by  another  power,  sliould  sucli  attempt  be  threatened  or 
feared,  to  take  j)ossession  of  the  islands,  colonize  them,  and  subvert  the 
native  Government.  Considering,  therefore,  that  the  United  States 
possesses  so  very  large  a  share  of  the  intercourse  with  those  islands,  it 
is  deemed  not  unfit  to  make  the  declaration  that  their  Government 
seeks  nevertheless  no  peculiar  advantages,  no  exclusive  control  over 
the  Hawaiian  Government,  but  is  content  with  its  in(l(^])endent  exist- 
ence, and  anxiously  wishes  for  its  security  and  prosperity.    Its  forbear- 
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ance  in  this  respect,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  very  large  inter- 
course of  their  citizens  with  the  islands,  woukl  justify  the  Government, 
should  events  hereafter  arise,  to  require  it,  in  making  a  decided  remon- 
strance against  the  adoption  of  an  opposite  policy  by  any  other  power. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  provide  for  a 
moderate  allowance  to  be  made  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  consul  resid- 
ing there,  that  in  a  Government  so  new  and  a  country  so  remote 
American  citizens  may  have  respectable  authority  to  which  to  apply 
for  redress,  in  case  of  injury  to  their  person  and  property,  and  to  whom 
the  Government  of  the  country  may  also  make  known  any  acts  com- 
mitted by  American  citizens  of  which  it  may  think  it  has  a  right  to 
complain. 

Events  of  considerable  importance  have  recently  transpired  in  China. 
The  military  operations  carried  on  against  the  Empire  by  the  English 
Government  have  been  terminated  by  a  treaty  according  to  the  terms 
of  which  four  important  ports  hitherto  shut  against  foreign  commerce 
are  to  be  open  to  British  merchants,  viz,  Amoy,  Foo-Choo-Foo,  Ningpo, 
and  Chinghai.  It  can  not  but  be  interesting  to  the  mercantile  interest 
of  the  United  States,  whose  intercourse  with  China  at  the  single  port 
of  Canton  has  already  become  so  considerable,  to  ascertain  whether 
these  other  ports  now  open  to  British  commerce  are  to  remain  shut, 
nevertheless,  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty 
between  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  British  commissioner  pro- 
vides neither  for  the  admission  nor  the  exclusion  of  the  ships  of  otlier 
nations.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  remains  with  every  other 
nation  having  commercial  intercourse  with  China  to  seek  to  make 
proper  arrangements  for  itself  with  the  Government  of  that  Emi)ire  in 
this  resj^ect. 

The  importations  into  the  United  States  from  China  are  known  to  be 
large,  having  amounted  in  some  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
tables,  to  $9,000,000.  The  exports,  too,  from  the  United  States  to  China, 
constitute  an  interesting  and  growing  part  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  It  appears  that  in  the  year  1841,  in  the  direct  trade  between 
the  two  countries,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $715,000  in  domestic  products  and  $485,000  in  foreign 
merchandise.  But  the  whole  amount  of  American  produce  which 
finally  reached  China  and  is  there  consumed  is  not  comprised  in  these 
tables,  which  show  only  the  direct  trade.  Many  vessels  with  American 
products  on  board  sail  with  a  primary  destination  to  other  countries, 
but  ultimately  dispose  of  more  or  less  of  their  cargoes  in  the  port  of 
Canton. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  Chinese  char- 
acter are  well  known.  An  Empire  supposed  to  contain  300,000,000 
of  subjects,  fertile  in  various  rich  products  of  the  earth,  not  without  the 
knowledge  of  letters  and  of  many  arts,  and  with  large  and  expensive 
accommodations  for  internal  intercourse  and  traffic,  has  for  ages  sought 
to  exclude  the  visits  of  strangers  and  foreigners  from  its  dominions, 
and  has  assumed  for  itself  a  superiority  over  all  other  nations.  Events 
appear  likely  to  break  down  and  soften  this  spirit  of  noniiitercourse, 
and  to  bring  China  ere  long  into  the  relations  which  usually  subsist 
between  civilized  States.  She  has  agreed,  in  the  treaty  with  England, 
that  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  the  two  Governments  shall 
be  on  equal  terms — a  concession  which  it  is  hardly  probable  will  here- 
after be  withheld  from  other  nations. 

It  is  true  that  the  cheapness  of  labor  among  the  Chinese,  their  inge- 
nuity in  its  application,  and  the  fixed  character  of  their  habits  and 
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pursuits  may  discourage  the  liope  of  the  opening  of  any  great  and 
sudden  demand  for  the  fabrics  of  other  countries;  but  experience 
proves  that  the  productions  of  Western  nations  find  a  market,  to  some 
extent,  among  the  Chinese;  that  that  market,  so  far  as  respects  the 
productions  of  the  United  States,  although  it  has  considerably  varied 
in  successive  seasons,  has  on  the  whole  more  than  doubled  within  the 
last  ten  years ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  opening  of  sev- 
eral new  and  important  ports,  connected  with  parts  of  the  Empire  here- 
tofore seldom  visited  by  Europeans  or  Americans,  would  exercise  a 
favorable  influence  upon  the  demand  for  such  products. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  immediate  establishment  of  corre- 
spondent embassies  and  missions,  or  the  permanent  residence  of  diplo- 
matic functionaries,  with  full  powers,  of  each  country,  at  the  court  of 
the  other,  is  contemplated  between  England  and  China,  although,  as 
has  been  already  observed,  it  has  been  stipulated  that  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  shall  hereafter  be  on  equal  terms.  An  am- 
bassador or  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  can 
only  be  accredited,  according  to  the  usages  of  western  nations,  to  the 
head  or  sovereign  of  the  state.  And  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the 
court  of  Pekin  is  yet  prepared  to  conform  to  these  usages  so  far  as  to 
receive  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside  near  it. 

Being  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States,  connected  with  China,  require  at  the  present  moment  a 
degree  of  attention  and  vigilance  such  as  there  is  no  agent  of  this  Gov- 
ernment on  the  spot  to  bestow,  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  make  ap- 
propriation for  the  compensation  of  a  commissioner  to  reside  in  China, 
to  exercise  a  watchful  care  over  the  concerns  of  American  citizens  and 
for  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  property ;  empowered  to  hold 
intercourse  with  the  local  authorities,  and  ready,  under  instructions 
from  his  Government,  should  such  instructions  become  necessary  and 
proper  hereafter,  to  address  himself  to  the  high  functionaries  of  the 
Empire,  or  through  them  to  the  Emperor  himself. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  Congress  that,  in  order  to  secure 
the  important  objects  of  any  such  measure,  a  citizen  of  much  intelli- 
gence and  weight  of  character  should  be  employed  on  such  agency; 
and  that,  to  secure  the  services  of  such  an  individual,  a  compensation 
should  be  made  corresponding  with  the  magnitude  and  imi^ortance  of 
the  mission, 

John  Tyler. 

Washington,  December  30,  1842. 


Messrs.  Richards  and  Haalilio  to  the  ^Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  December  14, 1842. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  having  been  duly  commissioned  by  His  Maj- 
esty Kamehameha  III,  King  of  all  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  represent 
his  Government  and  promote  its  interests  in  the  United  States,  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  Government  to  the  existing  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

In  tlie  year  1820  articles  of  agreement,  in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  were 
entered  into  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  Thomas  ap  Cates- 
by  Jones,  commanding  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  reacock.  His- 
Majesty  has  never  received  any  notice  of  that  treaty's  being  ratified, 
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nor  intimation  that  it  was  approved  by  tlie  Government  of  the  United 
States.  His  Majesty  has,  nevertlieless,  during  the  last  sixteen  years, 
governed  himself  by  the  regulations  of  that  treaty  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Subsequently  to  the  above  similar  forms  of  agreement  have  been 
entered  into  between  His  Majesty  and  officers  commandiDg  vessels  of 
war  of  different  nations  of  Europe;  but,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  un- 
dersigned, those  agreements  have  never  received  the  sanction  of  their 
several  Governments. 

These  facts,  viewed  in  connection  with  their  attendant  circumstances, 
have  led  His  Majesty  to  feel  considerable  embarrassment  in  managing 
his  foreign  relations,  and  have  awakened  the  very  strong  desire  that  his 
Kingdom  shall  hQ  formally  acknowledged  by  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
world  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  State. 

His  Majesty  considers  that  this  acknowledgment  has  already  been 
tacitly  but  virtually  made,  both  in  the  United  States  and  Europe,  by  the 
appointment  of  consuls  and  commercial  agents  to  reside  in  his  domin- 
ions and  by  the  formal  manner  in  which  the  commanders  of  national 
vessels  have  transacted  business  with  him,many  of  whom  have  profess- 
edly acted  under  the  express  instructions  of  their  several  Governments. 
But  he  is  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
both  the  interests  and  the  honor  of  his  Kingdom  demand  a  more  formal 
acknowledgment  than  has  hitherto  been  made  by  any  foreign  gov- 
ernment. It  is  His  Majesty's  request  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  take  into  consideration  the  nature,  extent,  and  the 
rapidity  of  those  changes  which  have  taken  j)lace  in  his  dominions  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years — changes  which  he  has  the  hax)piness  to  believe 
are  honorable  both  to  his  Government  and  to  the  people  over  whom  it 
rules. 

Twenty-three  years  ago  the  nation  had  no  written  language  and  no 
character  in  which  to  write  it.  The  language  had  never  been  systema- 
tized nor  reduced  to  any  kind  of  form.  The  people  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  Christianity  nor  with  the  valuable  institutions  or  usages  of 
civilized  life.  The  nation  had  no  fixed  form  or  regulations  of  govern- 
ment, except  as  they  were  dictated  by  those  who  were  in  authority  or 
might  by  any  means  acquire  power.  The  right  of  pro])erty  was  not  ac- 
knowledged, and  was  therefore  but  partially  enjoyed ;  there  were  no 
courts  of  justice  and  the  will  of  the  chieftains  was  absolute.  The  prop- 
erty of  foreigners  had  no  protection  except  in  the  kind  disposition  of 
individuals.  But  under  the  fostering  influence,  patronage,  and  care  of 
His  Majesty  and  of  his  predecessors  the  language  has  been  reduced 
to  visible  and  systematized  form  and  is  now  written  by  a  large  and  re- 
spectable proportion  of  the  people.  Schools  have  been  established 
throughout  his  dominions  and  are  supported  principally  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  there  are  but  few  among  the  younger  people  who  are 
unable  to  read.  They  have  now,  in  their  own  language,  a  library,  em- 
bracing a  considerable  variety  of  books  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  includ- 
ing the  Holy  Scriptures,  works  on  natural  history,  civil  history,  church 
history,  geography,  political  economy,  mathematics,  and  statute  law, 
besides  a  number  of  elementary  books.  A  regular  monarchical  Gov- 
ernment has  been  organized,  of  a  limited  and  representative  character, 
a  translation  of  the  constitution  of  which  we  herewith  transmit.  A 
code  of  laws,  both  civil  and  criminal,  has  been  enacted  and  published. 

The  legislature  holds  an  annual  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
to  and  amending  this  code.  Courts  of  justice  have  been  established 
and  regular  trials  by  jury  required  in  all  important  cases.    Foreigners 
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of  diifereiit  nations  liave  testified  their  confidence  in  these  courts  by 
bringing  suits  in  cases  where  many  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of 
property  was  involved,  and  that,  too,  in  cases  when,  with  but  very 
short  delay,  they  could  have  been  carried  before  the  courts  of  other 
countries. 

It  has,  moreover,  been  the  uniform  practice  of  consuls  and  commer- 
cial agents,  resident  in  His  Majesty's  dominions,  and  also  of  all  com- 
manders of  national  vessels  visiting  those  dominions,  to  demand  all 
that  protection,  both  of  persons  and  i:)roperty,  which  is  demanded  of 
sovereign  and  indei)endent  States,  and  this  His  Majesty  believes  has 
been  duly  and  efficiently  extended.  While,  therefore,  all  is  demanded 
of  his  Government,  and  all  is  rendered  by  it  which  is  demanded  of  or 
rendered  by  the  governments  of  sovereign  and  independent  states,  he 
feels  that  he  has  a  right  to  expect  his  state  to  be  acknowledged  as 
such,  and  thus  be  formally  received  into  the  general  comx)act  of  sov- 
ereign nations.  In  the  request  which  His  Majesty  hereby  makes  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  he  has  of  course  for  his  direct 
object  the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  his  own  Kingdom,  but  he  is  also 
very  fully  couAinced  that  the  important  interests  of  all  the  great  com- 
mercial nations  will  also  be  materially  subserved  by  his  dominions  re- 
maining, as  they  have  hitherto  been,  independent. 

Their  position  is  such  that  they  constitute  the  great  center  of  the 
whale  fisliery  for  most  of  the  world.  They  are  on  the  principal  line  of 
communication  between  the  western  continent  of  America  and  the  east- 
ern continent  of  Asia;  and  such  are  the  prevailing  winds  on  that  ocean 
that  all  vessels  requiring  repairs  or  supplies,  either  of  provisions  or  of 
water,  naturally  touch  at  those  islands,  whether  the  vessels  sail  from 
Columbia  lliver  on  the  north,  or  from  the  far  distant  ports  of  Mexico, 
Central  America,  or  Peru,  upon  the  south;  and  it  should  be  further 
added,  that  there  is  no  other  place  in  all  that  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
where  repairs  of  vessels  can  be  made  to  so  good  an  advantage,  or  sup- 
plies be  obtained  in  such  abundance,  and  on  so  favorable  terms. 

His  Majesty  wishes  also  to  remind  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  that  the  amount  of  property  belonging  to  their  citizens,  which 
is  either  landed  at  or  enters  the  various  harbors  or  roadsteads  of  his 
dominions,  and  is  consequently  more  or  less  dependent  on  the  protec- 
tion of  his  Government,  can  not  be  less  than  from  five  to  seven  millions 
of  dollars  annually.  This  property  lies  in  some  90  or  100  whaling 
ships  and  their  cargoes,  and  in  some  12  or  15  merchant  vessels,  besides 
also  a  considerable  amount  of  other  property  belonging  to  American 
citizens  on  shore.  At  some  seasons  there  have  been  not  less  than  three 
or  four  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  American  property,  and  some  1,400 
American  citizens  at  the  same  time,  at  the  various  ports  of  the  islands, 
requiring  constantly,  in  some  degree,  the  protection  of  His  Majesty; 
and  he  has  the  happiness  of  believing  that  efficient  and  satisfactory 
aid  has  always  been  extended  to  those  who  have  required  it.  In  evi- 
dence corroborative  of  many  of  the  facts  herein  stated,  the  undersigned 
do  not  hesitate  to  refer  to  documentary  evidence,  wliich  they  believe 
must  be  among  the  papers  in  your  Department  of  State,  recently  fur- 
nished by  masters  of  national  vessels,  but  more  especially  by  the  United 
States  commercial  agent  at  Honolulu. 

His  IMajesty  is  also  desirous  that  there  should  be  a  definite  arrange- 
ment for  the  settlement  of  any  future  difficulties  which  may  unhappily 
arise  and  which,  between  sovereign  and  independent  nations,  would 
ordinarily  be  the  subject  of  diplomatic  correspondence.  To  carry  into 
effect  these  desirable  objects  the  undersigned  are  authorized  by  His 
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Majesty  Kaniebameha  III  to  enter  into  negotiation  with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States,  by  convention,  treaty,  or  otherwise,  whenever 
the  latter  shall  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  former;  and  as  evi- 
dence that  the  undersigned  are  thus  authorized,  they  are  prepared  to 
present  official  papers  from  His  Majesty  whenever  the  way  is  open  for 
them  to  be  received. 

The  undersigned  will  further  state  that  they  are  directed  to  proceed 
from  the  United  States  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from 
some  of  the  principal  governments  there  the  same  acknowledgments 
which  it  is  the  object  of  this  letter  to  obtain  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  the 
undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

TiMOTEO   HAALILIO. 

William  Eichards. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  the  agents  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  19,  1842, 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  under  date  of  the  14th  instant,  stating  that  you  had 
been  commissioned  to  represent  in  the  United  States  the  Government 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  inviting  the  attention  of  this  Government  to 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  intimating  a  desire  for  a 
recogniticn  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  by  that  of  the  United  States. 

Your  communication  has  been  laid  before  the  President,  and  by  him 
considered. 

The  advantages  of  your  country  to  the  navigators  in  the  Pacific,  and 
in  particular  to  the  numerous  vessels  and  vast  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  frequenting  that  sea,  are  fully  estimated;  and  just  acknowledg- 
ments are  due  to  the  Government  and  inhabitants  of  the  islands  for 
their  numerous  acts  of  hospitality  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  have  regarded  the  existing  authorities  in  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  as  a  Government  suited  to  the  condition  of  the  people,  and 
resting  on  their  own  choice;  and  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  all  the  commercial  nations  require  that  that  Government 
should  not  be  interfered  with  by  foreign  powers.  Of  the  vessels  which 
visit  the  islands,  it  is  known  that  a  great  majority  belong  to  the  United 
States.  The  United  States,  therefore,  are  more  interested  in  the  fate 
of  the  islands,  and  of  their  Government,  than  any  other  nation  can  be; 
and  this  consideration  induces  the  President  to  be  quite  willing  to  de- 
clare, as  the  sense  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  ought  to  be  respected;  that  no 
power  ought  either  to  take  possession  of  the  islands  as  a  conquest,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  colonization,  and  that  no  power  ought  to  seek  for  any 
undue  control  over  the  existing  Governm3nt,  or  any  exclusive  privi- 
leges or  preferences  in  matters  of  commerce. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  the  President  does  not  see  any  pres- 
ent necessity  for  the  negotiation  of  a  formal  treaty,  or  the  appointment 
or  reception  of  diplomatic  characters.    A  consul  or  agent  from  this 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  41 

Goveruineiit  will  continue  to  reside  in  tlie  islands.  Re  will  receive 
particular  instructions  to  pay  just  and  careful  attention  to  any  claims 
or  complaints  which  maybe  brought  against  the  Government  or  people 
of  the  islands  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  he  will  also  be  in- 
structed to  receive  any  complaint  which  may  be  made  by  that  Govern- 
ment for  acts  of  individuals  (citizens  of  the  United  States)  on  account 
of  which  the  interference  of  this  Government  may  be  requested,  and  to 
transmit  such  complaint  to  this  Department. 

it  is  not  improbable  that  this  corresi)ondence  may  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  communication  to  Congress,  and  it  will  be  officially  made  known 
to  the  governments  of  the  principal  commercial  powers  of  Europe. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  WEbSTER. 

Messrs.  Timoteo  Haalilio  and  William  Eichards, 

Washington, 


No.  22. 


U.  S.  Co^niERCiAL  Agency, 
OahUj  Sandicick  Islands,  March  7, 1843. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  these  islands 
of  the  British  frigate  Carysfort,  Capt.  Lord  Geo.  Paulet,  on  the  11th 
ultimo,  dispatched  from  San  Bias  by  Admiral  Thomas  to  inquire intO' 
certain  charges  alleged  against  this  Government  by  Mr.  Charlton,  late 
English  consul  for  these  islands.  Copies  of  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  Capt.  Paulet  and  His  Majesty  the  King  are  here- 
with inclosed. 

The  nature  of  the  demands  made  by  Capt.  Paulet  were  such  as 
rendered  it  utterly  impossible  for  the  King  to  comx)ly  with  them  with- 
out completely  subverting  the  established  laws  of  the  land  and  sacri- 
ficing the  interests  of  many  citizens  of  the  United  States,  resident  here, 
by  setting  aside  decisions  of  juries  in  cases  in  which  they  were  inter- 
ested. In  this  dilemma  he  chose  the  only  alternative  i^roffered  by  Capt. 
Paulet,  wiiich  was  to  cede  the  islands  to  Great  Britain;  accordingly  a 
provisional  cession  was  made,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
close to  you. 

I  would,  observe  in  regard  to  the  first  of  the  demands  made  by  Capt. 
Paulet,  that  the  attachment  on  the  ])roperty  of  Mr.  Charlton  was 
made  by  virtue  of  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  in  the  regular  es- 
tablished courts  of  these  islands.  The  Government,  however,  fearing 
that  the  result  of  an  immediate  prosecuition  of  the  judgment  might  be 
construed  into  an  infringement  on  the  i)rivileges  claimed  by  ministers, 
simj)ly  caused  the  sheriif  to  issue  public  notice  that  the  property  could 
not  be  transferred,  by  which  measure  the  full  occupation  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  property  w^as  secured  to  Mr.  Charlton.  Xot  the  shadow  of 
a  loss,  therefore,  was  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

By  the  second  demand  it  will  be  perceived  that  Capt.  Paulet  denies 
the  right  which  this  Government  claims,  in  common  with  other  nations, 
of  receiving  or  rejecting  consuls  or  their  agents,  even  when  good  and 
sufficient  cause  for  rejection  can  be  adduced. 

The  punishment  of  foreigners  who  have  committed  crimes  by  putting 
them  in  irons  has  only  occasionally  been  resorted  to,  to  prevent  offend- 
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ers  from  leaving  tlie  port;  indeed  so  slack  lias  the  Government  become 
in  awarding  punishment  to  merited  offenders  (foreigners)  that  I  have 
formally  declared  to  the  governor  of  this  island  that^  unless  some  re- 
form should  take  place  in  that  particular,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to 
represent  it  to  Com.  Jones  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

The  promise  made  by  the  King  to  Oapt.  Jones,  referred  to  in  the 
fourth  demand,  has  been  most  religiously  complied  with,  and  the  par- 
ties interested  in  the  matter  having  voluntarily  left  tlieir  case  with 
Sir  George  Simpson  as  arbitrator,  the  business  has  been  fully  and  de- 
finitely settled,  and  is  now  only  Ijrought  forward  among  other  equally 
frivolous  charges  in  order  to  swell  the  amount  of  '^grievances"  of  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

In  an  interview  between  Mr.  Simpson  and  the  King,  after  he  had 
formally  acceded  to  the  demands  made  by  Capt.  Paulet,  he,  Mr.  Simpson, 
demanded  that  new  trials  should  be  granted  in  every  instance  in  which 
decisions  had  been  made  affecting  British  subjects,  since  Mr.  Charlton, 
the  late  consul,  left,  and  this  he  contended  was  granted  him  by  the 
King  in  acceding  to  the  two  last  demands  made  by  Capt.  Paulet.  The 
King,  overwhelmed  with  this  and  similar  unjust  and  exorbitant  demands, 
gave  up  in  despair.  The  final  result  of  the  business  terminated  in  the 
provisional  cession  of  the  islands,  before  referred  to. 

I  have  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  character  of  the  "demands"  made 
on  this  Government  by  Oapt.  Paulet  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Simpson ; 
of  the  injustice  of  them  no  one  conversant  with  the  facts  for  a  moment 
doubts. 

I  would  observe  in  passing  that  Lord  Paulet  is  a  young  man  of  whose 
intellectual  capacities  very  little  can  be  said,  and  could  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  be  induced  to  send  out  a  commission  for  the 
purjjose  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  led  him  to  pur- 
sue the  course  he  has,  the  result  would  by  no  means  be  ci'editable  to 
him.  Such  a  commission  the  King  most  devoutly  wishes  might  be  sent, 
and  it  is  intended,  I  learn,  to  solicit  the  Governments  of  France  and  the 
United  States  to  use  their  influence  in  bringing  it  about. 

The  geographical  situation  of  the  islands  is  such  as  to  render  it 
highly  desirable  that  they  should  be  neutral  and  their  ports  accessible 
at  all  times,  in  peace  or  war,  by  vessels  of  every  nation. 

Of  their  value  to  American  interests  the  Department  must  be  fully 
aware  from  repeated  communications  and  returns  from  this  agency. 

A  census  of  American  citizens  resident  at  these  islands  taken  under 
my  direction  gives  the  number  of  404,  a  large  proportion  of  which  are 
more  or  less  interested  in  landed  property,  and  they  are  not  a  little 
solicitous  as  to  the  national  character  they  shall  have  to  assume  in 
order  to  retain  their  estates,  should  the  islands  become  British  terri- 
tory. So,  also,  in  regard  to  the  titles  of  their  estates,  a  majority  of 
which  are  held  simply  by  the  right  of  gift  from  some  chief,  now  de- 
ceased, to  some  person,  also  deceased,  and  from  whom  the  estate  has 
passed  without  that  formality  which  an  English  court  of  law  would 
deem  requisite  in  order  to  establish  a  valid  title. 

It  wiU  be  perceived  on  referring  to  the  King's  letter  of  February  18, 
(No.  7)  to  Capt.  Paulet,  that  he  complies  with  his  demands  only  under 
IHotest;  this  was  undoubtedly  done  with  the  hopeof  exciting  the  sym- 
pathies of  foreign  governments,  but  are  there  not  other  considerations 
which  should  induce  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  exert  its 
influence  to  secure  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  these  islands 
by  the  European  powers. 
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Tlie  subject  is,  indeed,  one  which  deserves  the  profound  considera 
tion  of  the  Government. 

The  British  commissioners  have  assessed  an  additional  duty  of  1  per 
cent  on  all  merchandise  imported  after  this  date. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Wm.  Hooper, 
Acting  U,  S.  Commercial  Agent. 
To  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City, 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Cartsfort, 

Woahoo,  February  11, 1843. 
Sir:  Having  arrived  at  this  port,  in  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 
Garysfort,  under  my  command,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  protection 
to  British  subjects,  as  likewise  to  support  the  position  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  representative  here,  who  has  received  repeated  insults  from 
the  Government  authorities  at  these  islands,  respecting  which  it  is  my 
intention  to  communicate  only  with  the  King  in  person. 

I  require  to  have  immediate  information  by  return  of  the  officer  con- 
veying this  dispatch  whether  or  not  the  King  (in  consequence  of  my 
arrival)  has  been  notified  that  his  i)resence  will  be  required  here,  and 
the  earliest  day  on  which  he  may  be  exi^ected,  as  otherwise  I  shall  be 
comi)elled  to  proceed  to  his  residence,  in  the  ship  under  my  command, 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Paulet, 
Captain. 
To  Kekuanoa, 

Governor  of  Woahoo,  etc. 


[Translated  by  G.  P.  Judd,  translator  to  the  Government.] 

Honolulu,  Oahy,  February  11, 1843. 
Salutations  to  you.  Lord  George  Paulet,  captain  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Carysfort. 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  the  hand  of  the  officer,  and,  with 
respect,  imform  you  that  we  have  not  as  yet  sent  for  the  King,  as  we 
were  not  informed  of  the  business,  but,  having  learned  from  your  com- 
munication that  you  wish  him  sent  for,  I  will  search  for  a  vessel  and 
send. 

He  is  at  Wailuku,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Maui.    In  case  the  wind  is 
favorable  he  may  be  expected  in  six  days. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

M.  Kekuanoa. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Carysfort, 

Honolulu  Harbor,  February  16,  1843. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  of  the  arrival  in  this 
port  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  shipj  under  my  command,  and,  accord- 
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iiig  to  my  instructions,  I  am  desired  to  demand  a  private  interview 
with  you,  to  which  I  shall  proceed  with  a  proper  and  competent  inter- 
preter.    1  therefore  request  to  be  informed  at  what  hour  to-morrow  it 
will  be  convenient  for  your  Majesty  to  grant  me  that  interview. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  Majesty's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Paulet, 

Captain, 
To  His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III. 


Honolulu,  February  17,  1843, 
Salutations  to  you,  Lord  George  Paulet,  Captain  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Carysfort. 

Sib  :  We  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  and 
must  decline  having  any  private  interview,  particularly  under  the  cir- 
cumstances which  you  propose.  We  shall  be  ready  to  receive  any 
written  communication  from  you  to-morrow,  and  will  give  it  due  con- 
sideration. 

In  case  you  have  business  of  a  private  nature,  we  will  appoint  Dr. 
Judd  our  confidential  agent  to  confer  with  you,  who,  being  a  person  of 
integrity  and  fidelity  to  our  Government,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with 
all  our  affairs,  will  receive  your  communications^  give  you  all  the  infor- 
mation you  require  (in  confidence),  and  report  the  same  to  us. 
With  respect, 

Kamehameha  III. 
Kekaulouhi. 
I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  faithful  translation, 

G.  P.  Judd, 
Translator  and  Interpreter  for  the  Government, 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Carysfort, 

Woahoo,  February  17, 1843, 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date  (which  I  have  too 
good  an  opinion  of  your  majesty  to  allow  me  to  believe  ever  emanated 
from  yourself,  but  from  your  ill-advisers)  I  have  to  state  that  I  shall  hold 
no  communication  whatever  with  Dr.  G.  P.  Judd,  who,  it  has  been  satis- 
factorily proved  to  me,  has  been  the  punic  mover  in  the  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings of  your  Government  against  British  subjects. 

As  you  have  refused  me  a  personal  interview,  I  inclose  you  the  de- 
mauds  which  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  upon  your  Government, 
with  Avhich  I  demand  a  compliance  at  or  before  4  o'clock  p.  m.  to-morrow 
(Saturday);  otherwise  I  shall  be  obliged  to  take  immediate  coercive 
steps  to  obtain  these  measures  for  my  countrymen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  majesty's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Paulet, 

Captain. 
His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III. 
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Demand  made  hy  the  Bight  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet,  captain^  R, 
N,j  commanding  Her  Britannic  M.  8hi]p  Carysforty  upon  the  King  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 

First.  The  immediate  removal  by  public  advertisement,  written  in 
the  native  and  English  languages  and  signed  by  the  governor  of  this 
island  and  F.  W.  Thompson,  of  the  attachment  placed  upon  Mr.  Charl- 
ton's property,  the  restoration  of  the  land  taken  by  the  Government 
for  its  own  use  and  really  appertaining  to  Mr.  Charlton,  and  reparation 
for  the  heavy  loss  to  which  Mr.  Charlton's  representatives  have  been 
exposed  by  the  oppressive  and  unjust  proceedings  of  the  Sandwich 
Island  Government. 

Second.  The  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  Mr.  Simp- 
son to  perform  the  functions  delegated  to  him  by  Mr.  Charlton,  namely, 
those  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul  until  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  pleasure  be  known  upon  the  reasonablness  of  your  objections 
to  him,  the  acknowledgment  of  that  right,  and  the  reparation  for  the 
insult  offered  to  Her  Majesty  through  her  acting  representative,  to  be 
made  by  a  public  reception  of  his  commission  and  the  saluting  the 
BritivSh  flag  with  twenty-one  guns,  which  number  will  be  returned  by 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command. 

Third.  A  guarantee  that  no  British  subject  shall  in  future  be  sub- 
jected to  imjDrisonment  in  fetters,  unless  he  is  accused  of  a  crime  which 
by  the  laws  of  England  would  be  considered  a  felony. 

Fourth.  The  comj^liance  with  a  written  i)romise  given  by  King 
Kamehameha  to  Capt.  Jones,  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Cnra- 
coa,  that  a  new  and  a  fair  trial  would  be  granted  in  a  case  brought  by 
Henry  Skinner,  which  promise  has  been  evaded. 

Fifth.  The  immediate  adoption  of  firm  steps  to  arrange  the  matters 
in  dispute  between  British  subjects  and  natives  of  the  country  or 
others  residing  here,  by  referring  these  cases  to  juries,  one-half  of 
whom  shall  be  British  subjects,  approved  of  by  the  consul,  and  all  of 
whom  shall  declare  on  oath  their  freedom  from  prejudgment  upon  or 
interest  in  the  case  brought  before  them. 

Sixth.  I  direct  communication  between  His  Majesty  Kamehameha 
and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul  for  the  immediate  settlement 
of  all  cases  of  grievance  and  complaint  on  the  part  ot  British  subjects 
against  the  Sandwich  Island  Government. 

Dated  on  board  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  at  Woahoo  this  17th 
day  of  February. 

George  Paulet, 

Captain. 


Salutations  to  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet,  captain  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Carysfort. 

We  have  received  your  letter  and  the  demands  which  accompanied, 
and  in  reply  would  inform  your  lordship  that  we  have  commissioned 
Sir  George  Simpson  and  William  Kichards  as  our  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary and  envoys  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
witli  full  powers  to  settle  the  difficulties  which  you  have  presented  be- 
fore us;  to  assure  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  our  uninterrui)ted  affection 
and  (confer  with  her  ministers  as  to  the  best  means  of  cementing  the 
harmony  between  us. 

Some  of  the  demands  wliich  you  have  laid  before  us,  are  of  a  nature 
calculated  seriously  to  embarrass  our  feeble  Government,  by  contraven- 
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ing  tlie  laws  establislied  for  the  benefit  of  all.  But  we  shall  comply 
with  your  demands  as  it  has  never  been  our  intention  to  insult  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  or  injure  any  of  her  estimable  subjects;  but  we 
must  do  so  under  protest,  and  shall  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  representing  our  case  more  fully  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment through  our  ministry. 

Trusting  in  the  magnanimity  of  the  sovereign  of  a  great  nation 
whom  we  have  been  taught  to  respect  and  love,  that  we  shall  there  be 
justified. 

Waiting  your  further  order  with  sentiments  of  respect, 

Kamehameha. 
Kekauluohi. 
I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  faithful  translation. 

G.   P.   JUDD, 

Translator  for  the  Government. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Oarysport, 

Woahoq,  February  18, 1843. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  Your  Majesty's  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  wherein  you  intimate  your  inteYition  of  complying  with 
my  demands,  which  I  have  considered  my  duty  to  make  on  Your 
Majesty's  Government,  I  appoint  the  hour  of  2  o'clock  this  afternoon 
lor  the  interchange  of  salutes,  and  I  shall  expect  that  you  will  inform 
me  at  what  hour  on  Monday  you  will  be  prepared  to  receive  myself 
and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Eepresentative. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Majesty's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Paulet,  Captain. 
His  Majesty  Tamehameha  III. 


Honolulu,  Oahu,  February  18, 1843. 
Salutations  to  Lord  George Paulet,  captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  Carysfort. 

I  have  received  your  communication  and  make  known  to  you  that  I 
will  receive  yourself  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  representative,  on 
Monday,  the  20th  of  February,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Kamehameha  III. 
I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  faithful  translation. 

G.  P.  JUDD, 

Translator  for  the  Government. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Carysfort, 

Woahoo,  February  17,  1843. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  notify  you  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  Carysfort,  under  my  command,  will  be  prepared  to  make  an  im- 
mediate attack  upon  this  town  at  4  p.  m.  to-morrow  (Saturday)  in  the 
event  of  the  demands  now  forwarded  by  me  to  the  King  of  these  islands 
not  being  complied  with  by  this  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

George  Paulet, 

Ca]^tain, 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  47 

Captain  Lono, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Boston,  Honolulu: 
Where  are  you,  chiefs,  people  and  commons  from  my  ancestor,  and 
people  from  foreign  lands ! 

Hear  ye!  I  make  known  to  you  that  I  am  in  perplexity  by  reason  of 
difficulties  into  which  I  have  been  brought  without  cause;  therefore,  I 
have  given  away  the  life  of  our  land,  hear  ye !  But  my  rule  over  you, 
my  people,  and  your  privileges  will  continue,  for  I  have  hope  that  the 
life  of  the  land  wiU  be  restored  when  my  conduct  is  justified. 
Done  at  Honolulu,  Oahu,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  1843. 

Kamehameha  III 
Kekauluohi. 
Witness, 

John  D.  Paalua. 

I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  faithful  translation. 

G.  P.  JUDD, 
Recorder  and  Translator  for  Government 


In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  in  which  we  find  ourselves  involved, 
and  our  opinion  of  the  impossibility  of  complying  Avith  the  demands  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  made  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  rep- 
resentative upon  us,  in  reference  to  the  claims  of  British  subjects,  we 
do  hereby  cede  the  group  of  islands  known  as  the  Hawaiian  (or  Sand- 
wich) Islands,  unto  the  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet,  ca^itain 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  of  war  Carijsfort,  representing  Her 
Majesty,  Victoria,  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  this  date, 
and  for  the  time  being :  the  said  cession  being  made  with  the  reserva- 
tion that  it  is  subject  to  any  arrangements  that  may  have  been  entered 
into  by  the  representatives  appointed  by  us  to  treat  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Her  Britaimac  Majesty;  and  in  the  event  that  no  agreement 
has  been  executed  previous  to  the  date  hereof  subject  to  the  decision  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  on  conference  with  the  said  re.pre- 
resentatives  appointed  by  us;  or  in  the  event  of  our  representatives 
not  being  accessible,  or  not  having  been  acknowledged,  subject  to  the 
decision  which  Her  Britannic  Majesty  may  pronounce  on  the  receipt  of 
full  information  from  us,  and  from  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  George 
Paulet. 

lu  confirmation  of  the  above  we  hereby  affix  our  names  and  seals 
tills  t^^enty-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand light  hundred  and  forty-three,  at  Honolulu,  Oahu,  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Kamehameha  III. 
Kekauluohi. 

Signed  in  the  presence  of— 

G.  P.  JUDD, 

Recorder  and  Translator  for  the  Government. 
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A  provisional  cession  of  the  Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands  having 
been  made  this  day  by  Kamehameha  III,  King,  and  Kekanluohi,  pre- 
mier thereof,  nnto  me,  the  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet,  com- 
manding Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Carysfort,  on  the  part  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty,  Victoria,  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  j  sub- 
ject to  arrangements  which  may  have  been  made  or  shall  be  made  in 
Great  Britain  with  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  I  do 
hereby  proclaim, 

First.  That  the  British  flag  shall  be  hoisted  on  all  the  islands  of  the 
group,  and  the  natives  thereof  shaU  enjoy  the  protection  and  privileges 
of  British  subjects. 

Second.  That  the  government  thereof  shall  be  executed,  until  the 
receipt  of  communications  from  Great  Britain,  in  the  following  manner, 
namely:  By  the  native  King  and  chiefs  and  the  officers  employed  by 
them,  so  far  as  regards  the  native  population,  and  by  a  commission  con- 
sisting of  King  Kamehameha  III,  or  a  deputy  appointed  by  him,  the 
Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet ;  Duncan  Forbes  Mackay,  esquire, 
and  Lieut.  Frcre,  R.  ^.,  in  all  that  concerns  relations  with  other  i)owers 
(save  and  exce])t  the  negotiations  with  tlie  British  Government),  and 
the  arrangements  among  foreigners  (others  than  natives  of  the  Archi- 
pelago) resident  on  these  islands. 

Third.  That  the  laws  at  present  existing  or  which  may  be  made  at 
the  ensuing  council  of  the  king  and  chiefs  (after  being  communicated 
to  the  commission)  shall  be  in  lull  force  so  far  as  natives  are  concerned; 
and  shall  form  the  basis  of  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  com- 
mission in  matters  between  foreigners  resident  on  these  islands. 

Fourth.  In  all  that  relates  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the 
present  officers  shall  be  continued  at  the  pleasure  of  the  native  King 
and  chiefs,  their  salaries  for  the  current  year  being  also  determined  by 
them,  and  the  archives  of  Goverment  remaining  in  their  hands;  the 
accounts  are,  however,  subject  to  inspection  by  the  commission  hereto- 
fore named.  The  Government  vessels  shall  be  in  like  manner  subject, 
however,  to  their  employment  if  required  for  Her  Britannic  Majesty^s 
service. 

Fifth.  That  no  sales,  leases,  or  transfers  of  land  shall  take  place  by 
the  action  of  the  commission  appointed  as  aforesaid,  nor  from  natives  to 
foreigners,  during  the  period  intervening  between  the  24th  of  this 
month  and  the  receipt  of  notification  from  Great  Britain  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  there;  they  shall  not  be  valid,  nor  shall  they  receive  the 
signatures  of  the  King  and  premier. 

Sixth.  All  the  existing  and  bona  fide  engagements  of  the  native  King 
and  premier  sball  be  executed  and  performed  as  if  this  cession  had 
never  been  made. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1843  at  Honolulu,  Oahu,  Sandwich  Islands. 

George  Paulet, 
Captain  of  H,  B.  M.  S.  Gary  sport. 

Signed  in  the  presence  of 

G.  P.  JUDD, 

Recorder  and  Interpreter  to  the  Government, 

Alexr.  Simpson, 
H.  B.  M.  Acting  Consul, 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  49 

Ko.  23. 

U.   S.  COIMMERCIAL  AGENCY, 
OahUj  Sandwich  Islands,  March  11,  1843. 
SiK:  The  document  herewith  inclosed  has  been  received  at  tliis  office 
from  His  Majesty  the  King  of  these  islands,  with  a  request  that  it  be 
forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  etc., 

Wm.  Hooper, 
Acting  TJ.  8.  Commercial  Agent. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 

[Inclosure  in  No.  23. — Translation.] 

Kamehameha  III,  native  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  His  Excellency 
John  Tyler,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Great  and  Good  Friend  :  In  trouble  and  difficulty  we  present  for 
consideration  to  the  President  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  we 
and  our  Government  are  jjlaced. 

Demands  upon  us  unsustained  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations 
and  unfounded  in  justice  were  for  the  first  time  presented  by  Lord 
George  Paulet,  captain  of  Her  British  Majesty's  ship  Carysfort,  then 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Honolulu,  with  a  threat  of  coercive  measures 
in  case  of  noncompliance  within  nineteen  hours.  Our  prox:>osals  for 
discussion  and  negotiation  through  our  principal  adviser  were  declined 
with  rudeness,  and  we  were  compelled  without  a  hearing  to  yield  to 
demands  which  we  believed  to  be  arbitrary  and  unjust  as  regards  our- 
selves, oppressive  and  illegal  as  regards  foreign  residents. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  an  acting  consul  of  Her  Brit- 
annic Majesty  against  whom  there  were  positive  objections  susceptible 
of  explicit  proof,  without  the  grounds  of  our  refusal  being  heard  or  con- 
sidered. The  acknowledged  consul  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  had  sud- 
denly and  secretly  withdrawn  from  these  islands  without  soliciting  an 
interview  or  giving  us  any  sort  of  notice  of  his  intentions  previous  to 
his  departure.  After  his  departure,  we  received  notice  tliat  he  had 
delegated  his  consular  functions  to  Alexander  Simpson,  who  was  a 
known  and  declared  enemy  of  our  Government,  who  had  openly  insulted 
the  chief  magistrate  of  this  island  and  other  high  officers  of  onr  appoint- 
ment, who  had  publicly  threatened  to  involve  us  in  difficulties,  and 
whose  recognition  as  consular  agent  was  protested  against  by  two 
British  subjects  who  represented  the  chief  commercial  interests  in  these 
islands. 

Comidiance  has  been  compelled  with  demands,  violating  the  obliga- 
tions of  contracts  and  contravening  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts, 
which  have  been  estal)lished  for  the  general  benefit  in  accordance  with 
the  statutes  of  civilized  nations,  by  compelling  us  to  annul  the  decision 
of  juries  after  the  cases  had  been  dismissed,  and  to  grant  new  trials 
contrary  to  law,  and  by  compelling  us  to  remove  attacliments  levied  by 
one  British  resident  on  the  property  of  another  in  due  course  of  law 
and  under  the  usual  formalities. 

Precluded  from  negotiation  and  unable  to  repel  by  force,  we  yielded 
to  these  requisitions,  under  protest,  of  embracing  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  representing  them  more  fully  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 
S.  Ex.  77 4 
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Compliance  liaviiig  been  tlius  procured  to  tlie  foregoing  demands, 
others  were  preferred  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul  (now 
acknowledged)  more  unjust,  exorbitant  and  arbitrary;  claims  for  heavy 
indemnities  where  no  damage  was  proven,  and  only  alleged  on  frivo- 
lous pretexts,  and  demands  for  damages  in  a  case  still  pending  under 
the  previous  protest  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  We  were  called  upon 
to  violate  every  principle  of  equity,  by  setting  aside  the  decision  of 
juries  in  several  cases  without  any  just  cause  being  pretended  why  new 
trials  should  be  granted;  these  demands  were  enforced  at  private  in- 
terviews between  ourselves,  his  lordsliip  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
acting  consul.  The  subject  was  only  verbally  canvassed,  written  ne- 
gotiations were  positively  refused,  and  even  written  statements  and 
proof  and  copies  of  the  claims  preferred  were  denied.  The  only  alter- 
native offered  us  were  immediate  resolve  to  violate  the  laws  by  acts 
illegal  and  oppressive,  immediate  admission  and  payment  of  claims  to 
indemnity  so  loosely  supported,  or  immediate  hostilities. 

Without  force  to  resist  hostilities,  without  resources  to  meet  the 
payment  of  the  heavy  indemnities  demanded,  and  firmly  resolved  to 
support  law  and  justice,  we  adopted  the  only  peaceful  alternative  left, 
to  throw  ourselves  upon  the  generosity  of  the  British  nation  by  a  con- 
ditional cession  of  these  islands  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  To  have 
awaited  hostilities  would  have  been  to  expose  to  destruction  the  prop- 
erty and  jeopardize  the  lives  of  a  large  number  of  foreign  residents 
who  are  American  citizens;  to  have  complied  with  the  demands  urged 
would  have  been  to  sanction  oppressive  and  illegal  acts  affecting  the 
rights  and  prospects  of  American  citizens  also,  and  an  open  violation 
of  the  stipulations  with  the  United  States  in  1826. 

Placed  in  difficulties  from  which  we  could  not  extricate  ourselves 
with  honor  and  justice,  compelled  to  immediate  decision,  and  threat- 
ened with  immediate  hostilities  we  have,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  our  chiefs,  signed  with  a  heavy  hand  and  many  tears  the  deed  of 
provisional  cession  and  have  permitted  the  British  flag  to  be  planted 
in  all  our  islands,  but  under  the  guns  of  a  frigate  and  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet. 

Belying  on  the  magnanimity  and  firmness  of  the  United  States,  Ave 
appeal  to  the  President  to  interpose  the  high  influence  of  the  United 
States  with  the  court  of  England  to  grant  us  an  impartial  hearing  and 
procure  us  justice,  to  induce  Her  British  Majesty  to  withdraw  from  the 
sovereignty  of  these  islands  and  leave  us  as  we  have  been — an  inde- 
pendent government  supported  in  our  right. 

We  have  labored  to  civilize  and  improve  our  islands;  we  have 
adopted  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  Britain;  we  have  appointed 
upright  and  capable  American  citizens  and  British  subjects  to  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  in  order  that  their  functions  might  be  exer- 
cised with  energy  and  fidelity;  we  have  adopted  all  suggestions  which 
would  tend  to  put  the  commercial  intercourse  of  American  citizens 
with  us  ui)on  the  best  footing;  we  have  been  gratified  with  the  large 
and  increasing  number  of  American  residents.  We  confidently  appeal 
to  the  Americans  on  these  islands  engaged  in  mercantile  and  commer- 
cial pursuits  to  testify  to  the  honesty  of  our  intentions  and  our  capa- 
bilities for  self-government,  and  we  acknowledge  them  to  have  been 
the  most  consistent  and  efficient  supporters  of  our  Government. 

We  look  to  the  United  States  with  peculiar  feelings  of  respect  and 
gratitude.  To  the  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  that  great  people  we 
owe  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion,  of  civilization  and  laws 
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of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  the  large  and  respectable  number  of 
our  foreign  residents. 

We  ask  of  you  to  secure  and  preserve  tbe  great  interests  common  to 
us  and  you,  and  arrest  tbe  course  of  events  so  prejudicial  to  bothj  and 
we  shall  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  your  aid. 

And  we  pray  to  the  Almighty  God  to  have  your  excellency,  our  great 
and  good  friend,  in  his  most  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  Honolulu,  Island  of  Oahu,  Hawaiian  (Sandwich)  Islands, 
this  10th  day  of  March,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  three. 


By  your  good  Mend, 


KAMEHAMEHA  III.      [SEAL.] 

Premier  Kekauluohl  [seal.] 


No.  28.]  U.  S.  Commercial  Agency, 

Sandwich  Islands,  August  15,  1843. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  of  H.  B.  M.  Frigate  Dublin,  from  Yalpao,  and  of  the 
restoration  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  group  of  islands  to  His  Majesty 
the  King  thereof  by  Bear  Admiral  Thomas. 

It  appears  that  the  acts  of  Oapt.  Paulet  were  entirely  unauthorized  by 
the  British  Government,  or  the  commander  of  the  British  naval  force 
in  the  Pacific. 

The  IT.  S.  Ship  Constellation  arrived  at  these  islands  some  time  prior 
to  the  restoration  of  the  Hawaiian  flag  by  Admiral  Thomas,  and  Com. 
Kearny  receiving  official  information  from  me  of  the  transaction  of 
Capt.  Paulet  issued  a  protest,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  protest  of  the  King  against  Lord  Paulet,  A,  and  the  declaration 
of  Admiral  Thomas,  Doc.  0,  are  herewith  inclosed  for  the  information 
of  the  State  Department. 

The  restoration  of  the  Government  of  these  islands  to  the  native 
chiefs  is  as  gratifying  to  the  American  residents  here  as  it  must  be  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  etc. 

Wm.  Hooper, 
Acting  U.  S,  Commercial  Agent 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Know  all  men  that,  according  to  private  instructions  given  to  our 
deputy,  he  on  the  10th  of  May,  issued  a  protest  on  our  behalf  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

''Whereas  the  undersigned  was,  by  commission  dated  February  27, 
1843,  appointed  deputy  for  His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III  to  the  British 
Commission  for  the  Government  of  tlie  Sandwich  Islands,  under  the  pro- 
visional cession  thereof  unto  ller  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Victoria, 
Queen  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 

"And  whereas  in  the  prosecution  of  business  by  the  commissioners 
many  acts  liave  been  passed  and  consummated  affecting  the  interests  of 
foreigners  residing  on  the  islands,  and  by  acts  which  virtually  abrogate 
the  bona  Me  obligations  of  the  Government  existing  at  the  period  of 
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the  provisional  cession,  to  which  acts  the  said  Kamehameha  III  did 
refuse  through  me,  his  deputy; 

"  And  whereas,  by  an  order  issued  April  27, 1843,  to  the  acting  gover- 
nor of  Oahu,  and  by  subsequent  orders  dated  May  8,  1843,  issued  to  all 
the  governors  of  these  Sandwich  Islands,  the  commissioners,  to  wit, 
the  St.  Hon.  Lord  George  Paulet,  captain  of  H.  B.  M  ship  Carysfort, 
and  Lieut.  John  Frere,  K.  ^.,  did  virtually  abrogate  one  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  of  these  islands  by  forbidding  the  imprisonment  of  persons 
found  guilty  of  fornication,  except  in  certain  cases  not  specified  in  the 
laws,  as  will  appear  more  fully  upon  reference  to  said  orders,  violating 
thereby  the  solemn  compact  entered  into  under  the  provisional  cession; 

"  Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  all  men  that  I,  the  said  deputy  for 
the  said  King  Kamehameha  III,  do  by  these  presents  enter  this  my 
most  solemn  protest  against  the  acts,  especially  those  above  recited,  of 
the  said  commissioners,  which  have  not  the  signature  and  approbation 
of  me,  the  said  deputy,  as  will  appear  more  fully  upon  reference  to  the 
records  of  said  commission. 

"And  I  do  hereby  most  solemnly  protest  against  the  said  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  George  Paulet  and  Lieut.  Frere,  commissioners  aforesaid,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  holding  them  responsible  for  their  viola- 
tion of  the  solemn  compact  or  treaty  entered  into  on  the  2oth  day  of 
February,  1843. 

"G.  P.  JUDD, 

''for  the  King. 

"  Honolulu,  Oahu,  Sandwich  Islands,  May  10, 1843P 

On  the  next  day  our  deputy  withdrew  from  the  British  commission 
by  the  following  document,  acting  in  our  place  and  stead: 

"  Whereas  the  undersigned  deputy  for  the  King  Kamehameha  III 
did,  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  instant,  enter  his  protest  against  certain 
acts  of  the  British  commission  for  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands ; 

"And  whereas  the  undersigned  has  been  verbally  informed  this  day 
by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Paulet  and  Lieut.  Frere  that  one  of  the 
laws  as  made  at  the  recent  Council  of  the  King  and  Chiefs,  viz,  '  A 
law  for  the  licensing  of  public  auctioneers,^  shall  not  go  into  opera- 
tion ; 

"  And  whereas  it  now  appearing  evident  to  the  undersigned  that 
the  terms  of  the  compact  or  treaty  entered  ioto  on  the  2oth  February, 
1843,  will  not  in  future  be  respected  by  the  British  commission; 

"Therefore  be  it  known  to  all  men  that  I,  the  said  deputy,  do  by 
these  presents  resign  my  seat  in  the  said  commission,  thereby  with- 
drawing the  said  King  Kamehameha  III  from  all  future  responsibili- 
ties in  the  acts  of  the  said  commission. 

"  Done  at  Oahu  Sandwich  Islands,  at  the  office  of  the  British  com- 
mission for  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  this  11th  day  of 
May,  A.  D  1843. 

"G.  P.  JUDD, 

^'Deputy  for  the  King.^^ 

We  therefore  publicly  make  known  that  we,  Kamehameha  III,  the 
King,  fully  approve  and  acknowledge  the  protest  and  withdrawal  of 
our  deputy  as  our  own,  and  declare  that  we  will  no  more  sit  with  the 
British  commissioners,  or  be  responsible  for  any  act  of  theirs  which 
may  encroach  on  the  rights  of  foreigners. 
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The  Et.Hoii.  Lord  George  Paulet  and  his  Lieutenant,  John  Frere,  hav- 
ing enlisted  soldiers  under  the  title  of  '^  the  Queen's  Eegiment",  maintain- 
ing them  as  a  standing  army  out  of  funds  appropriated  by  us  for  the 
payment  of  our  just  debts,  which  expense  Ave  consider  quite  uncalled 
for  and  useless  ;  they  having  enforced  their  demand  for  the  payment 
of  the  money  by  a  threat  of  deposing  from  his  trust  an  officer  of  the 
treasury,  although  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  King  and  premier  to 
him,  made  known  to  the  British  Commissioners; 

By  these  oppressions,  by  the  trial  of  natives  for  alleged  offenses 
against  the  native  Government,  cases  which  come  not  properly  under 
their  cognizance,  and  by  their  violating  the  la  ,vs  which,  by  the  treaty, 
were  to  have  been  held  sacred  until  we  hear  from  England;  we  are 
oppressed  and  injured,  and  feel  confident  that  all  good  men  will  sym- 
pathize with  us  in  our  present  state  of  distress;  and  now  we  protest 
in  the  face  of  all  men  against  all  such  proceedings  both  towards  our- 
selves and  foreigners,  subjects  of  other  governments,  on  the  part  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Paulet,  captain  of  H.  B.  ship  Carys/ort^ 
and  his  lieutenant,  John  Frere,  R.  X.,  and  take  the  world  to  witness 
that  they  have  broken  faith  with  us. 

Lahaina  Maui,  Sandwich  Islands,  June  24 j  1843. 

By  me,  (Signed)  Kamehameha  IIL 

By  me,  (Signed)  Kekauluohi,  • 

Fremier. 


His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III, 

King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands: 

In  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  Government,  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  in  order  to  explain  clearly  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned  is  issued  a  protest. 

Whereas  a  provisional  cession  of  the  Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands 
was  made  by  His  Majesty  Kamehameha  III  and  Kekauluohi,  premier 
thereof,  unto  the  Hon.  George  Paulet,  commanding  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Garysfort  (to  wit)  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1843, 
and  whereas,  the  United  States'  interests  and  those  of  their  citizens 
resident  on  the  aforesaid  Hawaiian  Islands  are  deeply  involved  in  a 
seizure  of  His  Majesty's  Government  under  the  circumstances;  as  well 
as  in  the  act  of  the  aforesaid  King  and  premier  acceding  thereto  under 
protest  or  otherwise,  to  affect  the  interests  before  cited:  o^ow,  there- 
fore, be  it  known  that  I  solemnly  protest  against  every  act  and  measure 
in  the  premises;  and  do  declare  tliat  from  and  after  the  day  of  said 
cession  until  the  termination  of  the  pending  negotiations  between  His 
Majesty's  envoys  and  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  I  hold 
His  Majesty  Kaujehameha  III  and  Capt.  Lord  George  Paulet  answer- 
able for  any  and  every  act,  by  wliich  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
resident  as  aforesaid  shall  be  restrained  in  his  just  and  undisputed 
rights  and  ])rivileges,  or  who  may  suffer  inconvenien<'e  or  losses,  or  be 
forced  to  submit  to  any  additional  charges  on  imports  or  other  revenue 
matters,  or  exactions  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  any  municipal 
laws  whatever  enacted  by  the  "Commission"  consistingof  Ilis  Majesty 
King  Kamehameha  HI,  or  his  deputy  of  the  aforesaid  islands  and  the 
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Eight  Hon.  Lord  George  Paulet,  Duncan  Forbes  Mackay,  esq.,  and 
liieut.  John  Frere,  R.  I>r. 

Griven  under  my  hand  on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship   Constellation,   at 
anchor  off  HonolulUj  Oahu,  this  11th  day  of  July,  1843. 

Lawrence  Kearney, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  IT.  S.  Naval  force  in  the  East  Indies, 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Dublin, 

Off  Honolulu^  July  26 ^  1843, 
Sir  :  It  being  my  desire  to  obtain  the  honor  of  a  personal  interview 
with  His  Majesty  King  Kamehameha  III,  for  the  purpose  of  confer- 
ring with  His  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  provisional  cession  of  his 
dominions,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  intimate  my 
wishes  to  His  Majesty  in  order  that  he  may  appoint  the  time  and  place 
where  such  interview  may  be  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Richard  Thomas, 
Uear  Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  H.  B.  M, 
Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  Pacific, 
To  Kekuanaoa, 

Governor  of  Oahu, 


[With  Mr.  Hooper's  No.  28.] 
DECLARATION. 

Of  Rear-Admiral  Thomas^  Commander  in  Chief  of  Ser  Britannic 
Majesty^s  ship  and  vessels  in  the  Pacific^  in  relation  to  the  events  which 
transpired  at  the  Sandwich  Islands^  and  consequent  upon  the  visit  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Ship  Carysfort  in  February ,  1843, 

To  KiNa  Kamehameha  III  and  the  Principal  Chiefs  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands:  Immediately  that  the  commander  in  chief  was 
made  acquainted  in  Valparasio  in  June,  1843,  of  the  provisional  cession 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  unto  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Paulet, 
as  the  then  and  there  rei)resentative  of  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria, 
he  hastened  to  the  spot  to  make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  and,  if  possible,  the  motives  which  led  to  such  an  un- 
looked  for  event. 

His  first  duty  on  arrival  was  to  seek  a  personal  interview  with  His 
Majesty  Kamehameha  III,  and  to  ascertain  whether  these  difficulties 
in  which  he  found  himself  involved,  and  the  opinion  which  His  Majesty 
appeared  to  entertain  of  the  impossibility  of  complying  with  certain 
requisitions  which  had  been  made,  were  so  utterly  insurmountable  as 
to  call  upon  him  to  renounce  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  for  the 
time  being,  likewise  whether  the  cession  was  a  free  unbiased  and  un- 
solicited act  of  sovereign  power. 

The  rear-admiral  having  ascertained  that  the  difficulties  to  which  al- 
lusion is  made  in  the  deed  of  cession  might  be  surmounted,  having  con- 
vinced His  Majesty  that  he  had  not  properly  understood  the  principles 
of  justice  and  good  faith  which  invariably  guide  the  councils  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  their  deliberations,  partic- 
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ularly  respecting  tlieir  relations  with  foreign  powers,  and  that  whenever 
it  becomes  necessary  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  British  subjects  or  re- 
dress their  wrongs  the  government  scrupulously  respects  those  rights 
which  are  vested  in  all  nations  in  an  equal  degree,  whether  they  be 
powerful  or  weak,  making  it,  therefore,  a  rule  not  to  resort  to  force  un- 
til every  expedient  for  an  amicable  adjustment  has  failed,  having,  more- 
over, learned  that  His  Majesty  entertained  the  hope  that  his  conduct 
was  callable  of  justification,  and  that  such  justification  he  thought 
would  restore  to  him  the  authority  he  had  ceded  under  supposed  diffi- 
culties, and  having,  moreover,  assured  His  Majesty  that  whilst  it 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  cul- 
tivate by  every  means  a  good  understanding  with  every  independ- 
ent nation,  and  to  prevent  any  of  its  subjects  from  injuring  those 
of  other  sovereigns,  either  in  person  or  property,  wherever  they 
may  be  located,  and  that  when  it  can  be  avoided  rather  than 
urge  compliance  with  demands  which  are  likely  to  embarrass  a  feeble 
Government,  its  object  is  to  foster  and  even  assist  by  kind  advice  or 
good  offices  such  as  may  be  disposed  to  seek  its  friendly  interposition, 
requiring  in  return  only  equal  privileges  for  such  British  residents  as 
may  have  been  granted  to  the  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
Lastly,  His  Majesty  has  given  his  assent  to  new  proposals  submitted 
to  him  for  the  amicable  adjustment  of  the  pending  differences  which 
led  to  the  temjjorary  cession  of  his  authority.  The  commander-in-chief 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  in  the  Pacific,  for  the 
reasons  herein  stated  and  as  the  highest  local  representative  of  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  hereby  declares  and  makes  manifest  that  he  does 
not  accept  ot  the  provisional  cession  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  made 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1843,  but  that  he  considers  His  Majesty 
Kamehameha'III  the  legitimate  King  of  those  islands,  and  he  assures 
His  Majesty  that  the  sentiments  of  his  Sovereign  towards  him  are  those 
of  unvarying  friendship  and  esteem,  that  Her  Majestj^  sincerely  desires 
King  Kamehameha  to  be  treated  as  an  independent  sovereign,  leaving 
the  administration  of  justice  in  his  own  hands,  the  faithful  discharge 
of  which  will  promote  his  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of  his  do- 
minions. 

Although  it  is  the  duty  of  every  sovereign  and  his  ministers  and 
counselors  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  of  their  subjects 
from  injuring  those  of  any  other  nation  residing  among  them;  nay 
more,  that  he  ought  not  to  permit  foreigners  to  settle  in  his  territory 
unless  he  engages  to  protect  them  as  his  own  subjects,  and  to  afford 
them  perfect  security  as  far  as  regards  himself;  yet  Great  Britain  will 
not  consider  the  public  character  of  the  legitimate  sovereign  of  a  state 
bat  recently  emerged  from  barbarism,  under  the  fostering  care  of  civ- 
ilized nations,  as  at  all  implicated  by  the  aggression  of  some  of  his  sub- 
jects, provided  the  Government  does  not  directly  or  indirectly  sanction 
any  acts  of  partiality  or  injustice,  either  by  conniving  at  whilst  they 
are  planning  or  being  executed  or  by  allowing  the  perpetrators  to  re- 
main unpunished. 

li^,  unfortunately,  a  case  should  occur  in  which  there  is  an  evasion  or 
denial  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  Government  towards  British  sub- 
jects, the  course  to  be  pursued  is  clear,  and  it  would  then  be  tlie  duty 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  in  such  case  of  real  grievance  which  shall 
remain  unredressed,  to  obtain  that  which  bad  faith  and  nijustice  have 
denied. 

The  commander-in-chief  confidently  hopes  that  this  act  of  restora- 
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tion  to  the  free  exercise  of  his  sovereign  authority  will  be  received  by 
the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  a  most  powerful  and  couviucing 
proof,  not  only  of  the  responsibility  he  is  under  to  render  immediate 
reparation  for  real  wrongs  committed  upon  British  subjects  or  their 
property,  but  also  of  the  importance  which  attaches  to  the  maintenance 
of  those  friendly  and  reciprocally  advantageous  relations  which  ha\5e 
for  so  many  years  subsisted  between  the  two  nations;  and  he  further 
hopes  that  neither  His  Majesty  nor  his  successors  will  ever  forget  that 
to  the  illustrious  circumnavigator  Capt.  Cook,  as  the  first  discoverer, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  owe  their  admission  into  the 
great  family  of  civilized  man,  and  from  the  lips  of  Vancouver  (another 
Englishman)  tvamehanleha  I  heard  mention  for  the  first  time  of  the 
true  God,  which  ultimately  led  to  the  abrogation  of  a  false  worship, 
idolatry,  and  human  sacrifices,  and  by  the  well-directed  energies,  the 
ceaseless  perseverance  of  the  American  missionaries  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  religion  pure  and  undefiled,  accomi>aiiied  by  the  advantages 
of  instruction  and  civilization,  the  which  combined  and  duly  cultivated 
bring  in  their  train  security  of  life  and  property,  social  order,  mental 
and  moral  improvement,  internal  prosperity,  and  the  respect  as  well  as 
good  will  of  other  nations  more  advanced  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
faith  and  the  science  of  good  government. 

Blessings  and  advantages  of  this  nature  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  is  desirous  of  increasing  and  promoting  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  by  every  honorable  and  praiseworthy  means 
in  its  power,  and  thus  to  enlist  the  symi)athies  of  the  sovereign  and 
his  ministers  on  the  side  of  justice,  which  is  the  basis  of  all  society 
and  the  suj?est  bond  of  all  commerce. 

Given  on  board  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Dublin^  at  Honolulu, 
island  of  Oahu,  this  thirty-first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- three. 

EiCHARD  Thomas. 


No.  1.]  Depatit:ment  of  State, 

Washington^  15th  March,  1843. 
Sir:  The  accompanying  message  of  the  President  to  Congress  of 
the  30th  of  December  last,  transmitting  a  correspondence  between 
this  Department  and  certain  agents  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  then  in 
this  city,  will  acquaint  you  with  the  view  which  he  entertains  of  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  those  islands,  and  with  the 
objects  and  motives  of  this  Government  for  cultivating  and  strength- 
ening those  relations.  Congress  having  comi^lied  with  his  suggestions 
by  providing  for  a  Commissioner  to  reside  at  the  islands,  you  have  been 
chosen  for  that  purpose.  A  conunission  apx)ointing  you  to  the  office 
will  be  found  among  the  papers  which  you  w^ill  receive  herewith,  and 
a  letter  from  this  Department  addressed  to  that  minister  of  the  King 
of  the  islands  who  may  be  charged  with  their  foreign  relations,  accred- 
iting you  in  your  official  character.  The  title  selected  for  your  mission 
has  reference  in  part  to  its  purposes.  It  is  not  deemed  expedient  at 
this  juncture  fully  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the  islands  or  the 
right  of  their  Government  to  that  equality  of  treatment  and  consider- 
ation which  is  due  and  usually  allowed  to  those  Governments  to  which 
we  send  and  from  which  Ave  receive  diplomatic  agents  ^f  the  ordinary 
ranks.    By  this,  however,  it  is  not  meant  to  intimate  that  the  islands, 
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SO  far  as  regards  all  other  jjowers,  are  not  entirely  independent;  on 
tbe  contrary,  this  is  a  fact  respecting  which  n-o  donbt  is  felt,  and  the 
hope  that  through  the  agency  of  the  Commissioner  that  independence 
might  be  preserved,  has  probably,  in  a  great  degree,  led  to  the  com- 
pliance by  Congress  with  the  recommendation  of  the  President. 

It  is  obvious,  from  circumstances  connected  with  their  position,  that 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  require  that  no  other  power  should 
possess  or  colonize  the  Sandwich  Islands,  or  exercise  over  their  Gov- 
ernment an  influence  which  would  lead  to  partial  or  exclusive  favors  in 
matters  of  navigation  or  trade.  One  of  your  principal  duties  therefore, 
will  be  to  watch  the  movements  of  such  agents  of  other  Governments 
as  may  visit  the  islands.  You  will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  earliest  in- 
telligence respecting  the  objects  of  those  visits,  and  if  you  should  think 
that,  if  accomplished,  they  would  be  derrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  you  will  make  such  representations  to  the  authorities 
of  the  islands  as  in  your  judgment  would  be  most  likely  to  further 
them.  You  will  also  endeavor  to  impress  upon  those  authorities  the 
necessity  of  abstaining  from  giving  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  Gov- 
ernments of  those  powers  whose  policy  is  to  increase  their  possessions 
and  multiply  their  colonies  abroad.  This  duty  can  best  be  performed 
by  the  prompt  and  im])artial  administration  of  justice  according  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  islands,  in  such  cases  of  difference  as  may 
occur  between  their  officers  and  citizens  and  the  othcers,  citizens,  or 
subjects  of  other  Governments. 

You  will  give  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  distinctly 
to  understand  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  all  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  setting  on  foot  your  mission,  has  not  in  any  degree 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  or  intention  to  secure  to  itself  exclusive 
privileges  in  matters  of  navigation  or  trade,  or  to  prevent  any  or  all 
other  commercial  nations  from  an  equal  participation  with  ourselves  in 
the  benefits  of  an  intercourse  with  those  islands.  We  seek  no  control 
over  their  Government,  nor  any  undue  influence  whatever.  Our  only 
wish  is  that  the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  Hawaiian  territory 
may  be  scrupulously  maintained  and  that  its  Government  should  be 
entirely  impartial  towards  foreigners  of  every  nation.  In  making  reso- 
lute and  stern  resistance,  therefore,  to  any  claim  of  favor  or  exclusive 
privilege  by  other  powers,  you  will  at  all  times  frankly  disavow  any 
desire  that  favors  or  exclusive  privileges  should  be  granted  to  the 
United  States,  their  ships,  commerce,  or  citizens. 

You  will  transmit  to  the  Department  full  and  exact  information 
respecting  the  trade  of  the  United  States  and  of  other  nations  with  the 
islands.  Any  suggestions  which  may  occur  to  you  having  in  view  any 
impiovement  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  islands 
will  be  acceptable.  Your  attention  is  particularly  requested  to  the 
nature  of  the  fiscal  regulations  in  force  there,  to  their  effects  upon  for- 
eign commerce  generally,  and  to  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  this  subject.  If  those  regulations  should  be  frequently  changed,  or 
if  there  should  be  cause  to  ai)])rehend  the  imposition  of  discriminating 
duties  upon  our  navigation  and  trade,  the  expediency  of  negotiating  a 
treaty  with  that  Government  which  would  determine  for  a  series  of  years 
the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  in  regard  to  those  sub- 
jects will  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Alter  you  shall  have  resided  long  enough  at  the  Sandwich  Islands 
to  have  made  y(mrself  familiar  with  the  state  of  public  affairs  there,  and 
sliall  have  communicated  to  the  Department  the  results  otyour  obser- 
ve tiruis,  you  may  make  a  visit  to  the  Society  Islands  for  the  puri)()se  of 
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examining  and  reporting  upon  their  condition  and  prospects.  It  is 
advisable,  however,  that  your  absence  from  your  post  should  not  be 
prolonged  beyond  the  period  absolutely  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Webstee. 
George  Brown,  Esq., 
Appointed  Commissioner  of  the  United  States 

for  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


[From  Mr.  Brown's  dispatch,  No.  5,  of  October  26,  1843.] 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  on  the  16th  instant,  and  found  here  Commodore 
Dallas,  who  arrived  in  the  JErie  a  few  days  before  me,  also  the  Cyane, 
Commander  Stribling.  Admiral  Thomas,  commanding  the  English 
naval  forces  in  tlie  Pacific,  was  also  here,  having,  as  you  must  have 
learned  ere  receiving  this,  restored  the  flag  to  the  King  of  Hawaii. 

Commodore  Dallas  having  offered  me  the  Gyane  to  carry  me  to 
Lahaina,  Maui,  the  residence  of  the  King,  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing my  credentials  to  the  Government,  I  visited  her  yesterday  and 
was  received  with  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns.  This  morning,  on  arriv- 
ing on  board,  was  informed  that  the  admiral  intended  to  dispatch  the 
corvette  Hazard  for  Mazatlan  on  Saturday,  and,  as  we  are  under  way, 
have  no  time  to  write  as  I  could  wish,  being  obliged  to  send  this  back 
by  the  pilot.  Everything,  however,  appears  to  be  going  on  as  we  could 
wish.  The  admiral  appears  to  have  done  everything  that  could  have 
been  required  to  satisfy  the  King.  He  appears  to  be  a  very  fine  man, 
and  the  conduct  of  Lord  George  Paulet  is  a  sore  subject  to  him.  The 
most  charitable  construction  I  have  heard  put  upon  the  conduct  of 
Lord  George  is  that  he  was  partially  deranged. 

Mr.  Hooper,  United  States  commercial  agent,  informs  me  that  he 
lias  sent  to  the  State  Department  a  full  account  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened previous  to  my  arrival.  The  meagerness  of  this  dispatch  I  hope 
therefore  will  be  excused.  The  English  corvette  Champion  arrived 
yesterday  from  Valparaiso,  which  is  the  occasion  of  the  Hazard  being 
ordered  to  Mazatlan  so  soon,  thereby  giving  me  so  little  time  to  write. 
On  my  return  from  Mani  will  write  you  fully  of  all  my  proceedings.  It 
affords  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  the  President  has  availed  him- 
self of  your  talents  and  services  in  the  State  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Geo.  Brown. 

Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


[From  Mr.  Brown's  dispatch  No.  6,  of  Novem"ber  4,  1843.] 

Honolulu,  November  4,.  1843. 

Sir  :  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  26th  ultimo  from 

on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Cyane,  on  my  passage  from  this  place  to  Lahaina. 

Not  being  informed  until  after  the  ship  was  under  way  that  the  English 

admiral  was  about  dispatching  a  vessel  for  Mexico,  I  had  only  time  to 
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inform  you  of  my  arrival  here,  and  of  my  being  on  my  way  to  present 
my  credentials  to  the  premier  who  was  residing  at  Lahaina,  Mani. 

I  arrived  here  from  Tahiti  in  the  brig  Catharine  on  the  16th  ultimo, 
after  a  jjassage  of  28  days,  and  found,  much  to  my  gratification,  that 
the  English  admiral,  Thomas,  had  restored  the  flag  to  the  King,  and 
placed  the  islands  again  under  its  native  government.  It  willbe  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  give  you  a  history  of  the  doings  of  Lord  George  Paulet 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  admiral,  or  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
latter,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Hooper,  our  acting  commercial  agent 
hei  e,  that  he  has  written  you  fully  on  the  subject,  giving  you  every 
information  requisite.  I  will  therefore  only  say  that,  from  what  I  have 
so  far  learned,  both  the  Government  here  and  the  American  residents 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  the  admiral  has  done.  There  are 
some  questions  and  cases  arising  out  of  the  usurpation  of  Lord  George 
which  are  not  yet  settled,  but  Tsill  liave  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
British  commissioner  or  for  the  action  of  the  British  Government,  but 
there  appears  no  doubt  that  everything  willbe  amicably  and  properly 
arranged. 

Learning  on  my  arrival  that  the  King  was  absent  from  his  usual  resi- 
dence at  Lahaina,  on  a  visit  to  the  island  of  Hawaii,  and  that  he  would 
not  return  until  the  27th,  I  remained  here  until  the  26th,  when  I  took 
passage  on  board  the  Cyane,  which  ship  had  been  placed  at  my  disposal 
by  Commodore  Dallas,  for  Lahaina.  I  arrived  there  on  the  30th  at  8 
a.  m.,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Judd,  the  Government  interpreter,  and 
wrote  a  note  to  the  i)remier,  informing  her  (him'?)  of  my  arrival,  and  re- 
questing to  know  at  what  time  it  would  be  convenient  for  her  to  re- 
ceive me.  I  received  an  answer  that  she  would  be  ready  at  half  past 
twelve. 

On  lea\ing  the  ship  I  was  saluted  with  thirteen  guns,  and  on  land- 
ing was  received  by  a  number  of  the  high  chiefs  and  conducted  to  the 
house  of  Kekaumohi,  the  premier,  whom,  on  introduction  by  Mr.  Judd, 
I  addressed  as  follows: 

I  liave  the  honor  to  present  to  your  excellency  my  credentials  as  commissioner 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  King  of  Hawaii,  and  I  heg  to  assure 
your  excellency  that  it  will  afford  me  much  pleasure  in  carrying  out  the  instructions 
of  my  Government  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  and  to 
deserve  it  by  all  the  good  offices  in  my  power. 

After  the  credentials  were  read  the  premier  replied  in  the  following 
terms  as  interpreted  to  me : 

I  Jim  happy  to  sec  you  here  as  the  representative  of  a  nation  to  whom  we  owe  so 
much  and  whose  friendship  and  good  will  we  so  highly  value  and  that  we  shall 
always  endeavor  to  retain.     Your  credentials  are  highly  satisfactory. 

I  was  then  asked  whether  I  wished  to  be  introduced  to  the  King, 
and  on  replying  in  the  affimative,  the  premier  handed  me  a  letter  of 
introduction,  observing  that  on  account  of  lameness  she  could  not  ac- 
company me.  I  was  attended,  as  heretofore,  by  a  number  of  the  high 
officers  of  Government,  and  on  arriving  at  the  house  of  the  King  found 
him  waiting  for  me  dressed  in  regimentals  and  attended  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Mani  and  his  aides.  On  entering  he  came  forward  and  took 
me  by  the  hand,  requesting  me  to  be  seated.  I  handed  him  the  pre- 
mier's letter,  which  he  read.  I  then  rose  and  addressed  him  as  follows, 
which  was  translated  by  Mr.  Judd: 

Sir:  Having  been  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  a 
commissioner  to  residi^  in  the  domini(ms  of  Your  Majesty,  I  have  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  j)ay  you  my  respects.  While  my  Government  expects  no  exclusive 
privileges,  and  has  no  desire  or  intention  to  i)rovent  any  or  all  other  commercial  nar 
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tioiis  from  .in  equal  participation  in  the  benefits  to  l3e  derived  from  an  intercourse 
with  your  islands,  and  seelcs  no  control  or  undue  influence  whatever,  it  has  a  right 
to  expect  that  no  partial  or  exclusive  favors  be  granted  to  other  nations.  Tlie  wish 
of  my  GoNeriiment  is  that  the  independence  of  the  Hawaiian  territory  may  be  scru- 
jiulously  maintained,  and  that  its  Government  should  be  imi)artial. towards  foreign- 
ers of  every  nation. 

Allow  me  t-o  congratulate  Your  Majesty  upon  the  interest  taken  in  you  and  your 
people  by  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  free  nations  of  the  earth,  as  evinced  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  its  representatives  that  a  diplomatic  intercourse  should  be  opened 
witli  you.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  Your  Majesty  to  think  that 
while  not  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed  since  your  country  was  in  a  state  of 
heathenism,  such  progress  has  been  made  in  civilization  and  Christianity  that  you 
are  about  to  be  admitted  into  the  communion  of  nations  who  for  ages  have  had  ad- 
vantages which  have  made  them  powerful  and  happy. 

Next  to  the  gratitude  due  from  you  to  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  Events,  you  owe 
under  Him,  to  those  who,  for  the  welfare  of  your  people,  left  their  friends  and 
country  to  teach  tliem  (you)  the  blessings  of  Christianity  and  the  arts  of  civilization, 
a  debt  which  can  only  be  paid  by  the  knowledge  that  their  efforts  have  not  been  in 
vain. 

I  assure  Your  Majesty  that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  the  means  of  unit- 
ing more  closely  the  relations  heretofore  of  the  most  friendly  kind  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Hawaiian  Arcliipelago  and  my  own,  und  to  further  by  everything  in 
my  power  a  reciprocal  feeling  of  friendship  and  good  will. 

To  which  His  Majesty  replied  as  follows,  which  was  also  translated 
by  Mr.  Judd : 

I  am  much  gratified  at  bfeing  informed  by  the  premier  of  your  arrival,  and  am 
happy  to  receive  you  as  a  representative  of  the  IJnited  States  of  America  whose 
Government  is  much  respected  by  me,  and  whose  people  have  made  great  efforts  to 
promote  civilization  and  Christianity  among  my  people. 

I  thank  you  for  the  kind  sentiments  you  have  expressed,  and  trust  there  will  never 
be  any  alienation  between  my  Government  and  yours.  You  may  assure  your  Gov- 
ernment that  I  shall  always  consider  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  entitled  to 
equal  privileges  with  those  of  the  most  favored  nations. 


Declaration  of  Great  Britain  and  France  relative  to  the  independence  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  London,  November  28, 1843. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  existence  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  of  a  government 
capable  of  providirjg  for  the  regularity  of  its  relations  with  foreign 
nations,  have  thought  it  right  to  engage,  reciprocally,  to  consider  the 
Sandwich  Islands  as  an  independent  state,  and  never  to  take  posses- 
sion, either  directly  or  under  the  title  of  protectorate,  or  under  any 
other  form,  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of  whicii  they  are  composed. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  for- 
eign affairs  and  the  ambassador  extraordinary  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  French,  at  the  court  of  London,  being  furnished  with  the 
necessary  powers,  hereby  declare  in  consequence  that  their  said  maj- 
esties take  reciprocally  that  engagement. 

In  wituess  whereof  the  undersigned  have  signed  the  present  declar- 
ation, and  have  affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Done  in  duplicate  at  London,  the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  1843. 

[L.  s.]  Aberdeen. 

[l.  s.1  St.  Aulaire. 
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Convention  of  commerce,  navigation,  etc.,  'between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands*     Signed  at  Lahaina,  February  12,  1844A 

The  differences  which  existed  between  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  having  been  happily  settled,  the 
following  articles  of  agreement  have  been  mutually  entered  into  be- 
tween the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  on  the  one  part,  and  William 
Miller,  esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul-general  for  the  Sandwich 
and  other  islands  in  the  Pacific,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty,  on  the  other  part,  for  the  preservation  of  harmony, 
and  the  prevention  of  future  misunderstanding  between  the  two  parties. 

Article  I.  There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  amity  between  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  their  heirs  and  successors. 

II.  The  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  shall  be  protected  in  an 
efficient  manner  in  their  persons  and  properties  by  the  King  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  who  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy  imi^artially,  in  all 
cases  in  which  their  interests  are  concerned,  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  natives,  or  as  are  enjoyed  by  any  other  foreigners. 

III.  No  British  subject  accused  of  any  crime  whatever  shall  be  judged 
otherwise  than  by  a  jury  composed  of  froeign  residents,  proposed  by 
the  British  consul  and  accepted  by  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

IV.  The  protection  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  all  British  vessels,  their  officers,  and  crews.  In  case  of  ship- 
wreck, the  chiefs  and  inhabitants  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  shall  succour  them  and  secure  them  from  plunder. 

The  salvage  dues  shall  be  regulated,  in  case  of  difficulties,  by  arbi- 
trators freely  chosen  by  both  parties. 

V.  The  desertion  of  seamen  embarked  on  board  of  British  vessels 
shall  be  severely  repressed  by  the  local  authorities,  who  shall  employ 
all  the  means  at  their  disposal  to  arrest  deserters  j  and  all  reasonable 
expenses  of  capture  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  captains  or  owners  of  the 
said  vessels. 

VI.  British  merchandise,  or  goods  recognized  as  coming  from  the 
British  dominions,  shall  not  be  prohibited,  nor  shall  they  be  subject  to 
an  imx)ort  duty  higher  than  5  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

VII.  No  tonnage,  import,  or  other  duties  shall  be  levied  on  British 
vessels  or  goods,  or  on  goods  imported  in  British  vessels,  beyond  what 
are  levied  on  the  vessels  or  goods  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

VIII.  The  subjects  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  shall,  in  their 
commercial  and  other  relations  with  Great  Britain,  be  treated  on  the 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

Done  at  Lahaina,  the  12th  day  of  February,  1844. 

[L.  s.]    Wm.  Miller. 
L.  s.]    Kamehameha  III. 
L.  s.  1    Kekauluohi. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of: 
G.  P.  JUDD, 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Egbert  0.  Wyllie, 

Secretary  to  Consul-  General  Miller. 


"Signed  in  English,  and  in  the  Language  of  the  Sandwich  Ishmds. 
t  Annulled  by  Convention  of  March  26,  1846,  Vol.  xxxiv,  p.  22 
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ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  being  anxious  to 
suppress  intemperance  within  his  dominions,  and  with  that  view  hav- 
ing taken  measures  to  obtain  the  consent  of  tbe  French  Government  to 
the  abrogation  of  Article  VI  of  the  treaty  of  July  17,  1839,*  which  ad- 
mits the  introduction  of  spirits  and  wine,  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  5 
per  cent;  it  is  hereby  further  agreed,  that  if  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  French  should  consent  to  the  abrogation  or  to  any  alteration  of  the 
said  article.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  will  likewise 
consent  so  to  alter  Article  VI  of  the  foregoing  treaty  as  that  it  may 
have  precisely  the  same  effect  in  what  relates  to  intoxicating  liquors  j 
and  that  this  additional  article  shall  be  referred  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  approval,  to  be  afterward  appended  to  the  convention  at  pres- 
ent agreed  to. 

{L.  s.l    Wm.  Miller. 
L.  s.J    Kamehameha  hi. 
L  s.l    Kekauluohi. 


CASE  OF  JOHN  WILEY. 

[Before  the  governor  of  Oahu,  assisted  by  Hon.  G.  P.  Judd  and  J.  Ricord,  esq.,  H. 
H.  M.  attorney-general,  at  the  Fort,  September  4,  1844.] 

John  Wiley ^  plaintiff  on  appeal^  vs.  The  Hawaiian  Government. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  judges  of  Hon- 
olulu. The  present  plaintiff  in  error  had  been  charged  before  the  court 
below  with  the  commission  of  a  rape  upon  the  body  of ,  an  Ha- 
waiian girl,  a  subject  of  His  Majesty;  and  proof  having  been  adduced 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inferior  judges,  they  condemned  the  present 
plaintiff  in  error  to  pay  the  statute  fine  of  $50.  This  tine  the  plaintiff 
having  paid,  he  appealed  to  the  governor,  and  demanded  a  jury  under 
the  Hawaiian  statute  law,  complying  therewith  by  depositing  the  sum 
of  $25,  required  by  the  statute  to  entitle  him  to  a  jury.  The  governor 
having  given  the  usual  notice  of  drawing  the  jury  of  appeal,  he  ]>ro- 
ceeded  on  the  day  appointed  to  draw  a  mixed  jury  of  half  Hawaiian 
subjects  and  half  foreigners,  required  in  such  cases  by  the  printed  stat- 
ute law.  In  the  interval  William  Hooper,  esq.,  claimed  for  his  Govern- 
ment the  right  of  selecting  and  proposing  to  the  governor  an  entire 
panel  of  foreign  jurors,  to  try  the  accused  for  the  crime  charged  against 
him,  which  the  governor  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  was  governed 
in  his  administration  of  justice  by  the  printed  law  of  the  land  and  that 
there  was  no  treaty  extant  between  His  Hawaiian  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America  which  authorized  him  to  deviate  from  the 
statute. 

On  the  day  of  trial  above  named  the  plaintiff  Wiley  appeared  by 
his  attorney,  Richard  Ford,  and  in  person,  and  expressed  his  readiness 
to  proceed  to  trial,  but  before  the  jury  were  actually  impaneled  Wil- 
liam Hooper,  esq.,  United  States  commercial  agent,  appeared  before 

*VI.  Les  marchandises  franfaises,  oil  reconnues  Atre  de  provenance  franQaise, 
notainment  les  vins  ei  les  eaux-de-vie,  ne  pouriont  etre  prohib^es  ni  payer  un  droit 
d'entrde  plus  61ev6  que  5  pour  cent  ad  valorem. 
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the  court  and  made  out  and  desired  to  have  entered  on  its  minutes  the 
following  protest  : 

Before  the  court  proceeds  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Wiley,  I  beg  to  state  that  by  a  treaty 
entered  into  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  12th  Febru- 
ary last,  the  subjects  of  the  latter  were  secured  in  the  privilege  of  being  tried,  when 
charged  with  crime  against  the  laws  of  this  country,  by  a  jury  appointed  by  their 
consul,  that  I  claim,  in  virtue  of  the  assurance  given  to  Mr.  Brown,  the  United 
States  commissioner,  by  His  Majesty  the  King  in  October  last,  which  secured  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  equal  privileges  with  those  of  the  most  favored  nation, 
that  Mr.  Wiley,  the  defendant,  is  entitled  to  a  Jury  appointed  by  me,  as  acting 
United  States  consul. 

The  court,  as  at  present  constituted,  I  protest  against,  and  request  that  it  may  be 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  court. 

Wm.  Hooper, 
Acting  United  States  Consular  Agent. 

Honolulu,  September  4, 1844. 

Upon  which  protest  the  court  decided  as  follows  : 

The  decision  of  this  court  upon  the  protest  of  William  Hooper,  esq.,  vice-commer- 
cial agent  of  the  United  States,  now  entered  on  the  minutes,  is,  that  there  is  a  law 
in  the  statute  books  of  this  Government,  which  the  accused  is  charged  with  having 
violated,  and  that  at  the  time  of  violating  that  statute  there  was  and  still  is,  also  in 
the  statute  book,  a  law  regulating  the  drawing  of  juries  iu  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
which  is  obligatory  upon  this  court.  This  court  knows  of  no  treaty  extant  with  the 
United  States  that  authorizes  it,  under  the  oaths  of  the  judges,  to  depart  from  the 
law  concerning  juries,  and  it  can  not  conscientiously  take  cognizance  of  any  diplo- 
matic correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs  and  the 
resident  ministers  of  other  powers;  nor  is  this  court  authorized  to  look  into  treaties 
with  other  powers  for  the  purpose  of  according  analogous  privileges  to  a  nation  not 
actually  in  treaty  with  His  Hawaiian  Majesty,  especially  when  according  them 
would  infract  a  statute  law  by  which  this  court  is  clearly  bound. 

The  plaintiff,  John  Wiley,  is  under  the  protection  of  this  court,  who  are  bound  to 
give  him  the  chances  of  the  jury  box,  and  not  suffer  a  foreign  consul  to  pick  a  jury 
who  might  be  selected  to  convict  him. 

Hereupon,  before  the  jury  were  actually  sworn,  the  United  States 
vice-commercial  agent  advised  the  jjlaintiff  to  withdraw  his  appeal, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  anri  the  court  thereupon  nonsuited  the  plain- 
tift*  and  decided  that  his  withdrawal  was,  in  law,  tantamount  to  an 
affirmance  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  judges,  which  had  bf^en 
already  satisfied,  and  they  farther  adjudged  the  plaintiff  to  have  for- 
feited the  $25  deposited  for  drawing  the  jury  of  appeal.  The  court  inti- 
mated that  William  Hooper,  esq.,  was  liable  to  the  plaintiff  in  error 
for  having  misguided  him  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  his  private  rights, 
and  left  him  to  his  remedy. 


Mr.  Calhoun  to  Mr.  Brown, 

Ko.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  20.,  1815, 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  to  T^o.  16,  inclusive,  have  been  received.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  a  case  like  that  of  Mr.  John  Wiley,  to  whicli  the 
last  principally  relates,  should  have  occurred  so  soon  after  tlie  recog- 
nition of  the  Hawaiian  Government  by  that  of  the  United  States.  Your 
course  in  regard  to  it  is  approved  by  the  Piesident,  wlio  concurs  in  the 
views  which  you  express.  Notwithstanding  the  United  States  have  no 
treaty  stipulation  with  the  Government  of  the  islands,  they  can  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  consent  that  the  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a 
jury  of  foreigners  shall  be  withheld  from  our  citizens  while  it  is  accorded 
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to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  France.  We  have  every  reason  to 
expect  our  citizens  shall  have,  in  the  dominions  of  that  Government,  the 
same  privileges  as  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
You  will  accordingly  communicate  these  views  to  the  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs  and  repeat,  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  your  firm  protest  against  the  proceednigs  of  the  Hawaiian  au- 
thorities in  regard  to  Mr.  Wiley,  assuring  him  in  the  strongest  terms 
that  the  United  States  will  not  submit  to  discrimination  so  unjust  in 
their  nature  and  so  unfriendly  in  spirit  as  respects  their  citizens,  and 
that  the  Government  of  the  islands  will  be  held  responsible  for  all 
damages  which  may  have  been  sustained  in  this  case,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  similar 
circumstances. 

The  United  States,  if  it  be  desired  by  the  Hawaiian  Government, 
are  willing  to  enter  into  treaty  stipulations  on  the  basis  of  those  now 
existing  between  it  and  Great  Britain,  and  I  herewith  transmit  to  you 
full  powers  to  conclude  such  a  convention.  But  it  is  to  be  understood 
that  the  treaty  is  not  to  bar  the  claim  for  damages  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wiley  (if  any  have  been  sustained),  nor  of  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  for  injuries  accruing  prior  to  its  adoption,  should  it  be 
made.  I  have  further  to  say  that  if  Great  Britain  or  France  should 
hereafter  consent,  in  cases  involving  the  rights  of  their  respective  citi- 
zens, to  a  trial  by  jury  de  mediatate  lingua^  the  United  States  would  be 
willing  to  make  the  same  concession.  But,  whether  there  be  or  be  not 
treaty  stipulations  between  us  and  the  Islands,  the  United  States  can 
never  consent  that  their  citizens  should  be  put  on  any  other  footing 
than  tljose  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Avith  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 


[Translation.] 


Treaty  of])eace^  amity,  and  commerce  between  France  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands^  signed  at  Honolulu,  March  26,  1846. 

Time  having  shown  the  expediency  of  substituting  a  general  treaty 
for  the  various  conventions  mutually  concluded  heretofore  by  France 
and  the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  French  and  Hawaiian  Governments 
have  mutually  agreed  upon  the  following  articles,  and  have  signed 
them,  after  acknowledging  and  decreeing  that  all  other  treaties  and 
conventions  now  existing  between  the  contracting  parties,  shall  be 
hereafter  considered  as  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  and  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  between  their  heirs  and  successors. 

Art.  2.  The  subjects  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  resid- 
ing in  the  possessions  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  shall  en- 
joy, as  to  civil  rights,  and  as  regards  their  persons  and  their  property, 
the  same  protection  as  if  they  were  native  subjects,  and  the  King  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands  engages  to  grant  them  the  same  rights  and  priv- 
ileges as  those  now  granted,  or  which  may  be  granted  hereafter,  to  the 
subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

Art.  3.  Any  Frenchmean  accused  of  any  crime  or  offense  shall  be 
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tried  only  by  a  jury  composed  of  native  residents,  or  of  foreigners  pro- 
posed by  the  consul  of  France,  and  accepted  by  the  Government  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 

Art.  4.  The  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  will  extend  his  protec- 
tion to  French  vessels,  their  officers  and  crews.  In  case  of  shipwreck, 
the  chiefs  and  inhabitants  of  the  various  parts  of  the  Sandwich  Islands 
must  lend  them  assistance  and  protect  them  from  all  pillage. 

The  salvage  dues  will  be  settled,  in  case  of  difficulty,  by  umpires  ap- 
pointed by  both  parties. 

Art.  5.  Desertion  of  sailors  employed  on  board  French  vessels,  will 
be  severely  repressed  by  the  local  authorities,  who  must  use  every 
means  at  their  command  to  arrest  the  deserters.  All  expenses,  within 
just  limits,  incurred  in  their  recapture,  will  be  refunded  by  the  captain 
or  owners  of  the  said  vessels. 

Art.  6.  French  goods,  or  those  recognized  as  coming  from  French 
possessions,  can  not  be  prohibited  nor  subjected  to  a  higher  import 
duty  than  five  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Wines,  brandies,  and  other  spirit- 
uous liquors  are  excepted,  and  may  be  subjected  to  any  just  duties  which 
the  Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islaiids  may  think  i)roper  to  impose 
upon  them,  but  on  condition  that  such  duty  shall  never  be  high  enough 
to  become  an  absolute  obstacle  to  the  imxiortation  of  the  said  articles. 

Art.  7.  Tonnage  and  import  duties  and  all  other  duties  imposed  upon 
French  vessels,  or  ux)on  merchandise  imported  in  French  vessels,  must 
not  exceed  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  vessels  or  merchandise  of  the 
most  favored  nation. 

Art.  8.  The  subjects  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  will  be 
treated  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation  in  their  commercial 
or  other  relations  with  France. 

Made  at  Honolulu,  March  26,  1840. 

[L.  s.]  Em.  Perrin, 

Consul  of  France, 
Charged  with  a  special  mission  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 

[L.  s.]  E.  0.  Wyllie, 

Sis  Haivaiian  Majesty^ s  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations, 


Mr,  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Ten  Fyclc,  August  28^  1848, 
[Extracts.] 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  a  note  addressed  to  Messrs.  Eichards  and  Haalilio, 
the  Hawaiian  commissioners,  dated  on  the  6th  July,  1844,  informed  them 
that  '^  the  President  regarded  his  message  to  Congress  of  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1842,  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  thereon, 
and  tlie  M])pio]niation  made  for  the  compensation  of  a  commissioner  of 
the  United  States,  who  was  subsequently  appointed  to  reside  in  the  is- 
lands, as  a  full  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Hiiwaiian  Government."  Besides,  the  letter  of  Presi- 
dent Polk  to  the  King  which  you  bore  with  you,  dated  on  the  10th  Sep- 
tember, 1845,  treated  him  as  an  independent  sovereign. 

This  Government,  having  tlius  pledged  itself  to  accord  to  that  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islaiuls  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  sovereign  state,  can 
not  in  honor  or  justice  demiind  from  it  iinything  which,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  not  demand  from  the  most  powerful  nations.  I 
S.  Ex.  77 5 
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can  discover  nothing  which  would  justify  this  Government  in  objecting 
to  the  decisions  of  the  Hawaiian  courts  in  ordinary  cases  arising  under 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  or  in  dictating  the  policy  which  that 
Government  should  pursue  upon  any  domestic  subject,  and  especially 
that  of  the  tenure  of  real  estate  by  resident  foreigners. 

For  these  reasons  it  is  my  conviction  that  if,  in  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
you  would  devote  your  efforts  to  acquire  a  just  and  honorable  influence 
over  the  Hawaiian  authorities,  you  might  accomplish  the  object.  Such 
a  result  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  both  countries.  You  might 
thus  by  your  counsel  and  advice  render  the  Hawaiian  Government  as 
well  as  the  citizens  of  your  own  country  important  services.  "We  ar- 
dently desire  that  the  Hawaiian  Islands  may  maintain  their  independ- 
ence. It  would  be  highly  injurious  to  our  interests  if,  tempted  by  their 
weakness,  they  should  be  seized  by  Great  Britain  or  France;  more  es- 
pecially so  since  our  recent  acquisitions  from  Mexico  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

#  *  #  *  »  *  « 

Having  been  the  first  to  welcome  the  Hawaiian  Islands  into  the  com- 
munity of  nations,  it  is  our  true  policy,  weak  and  feeble  as  they  are,  to 
treat  them  with  as  much  kindness  and  forbearance  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  maintenance  of  our  own  just  rights.  Such  is  the  opinion 
of  the  President. 


3Ir.  Ten  UycJc  to  Mr.  Buclianan, 

Ko.  55.1  Office  United  States  Commission, 

Honolulu^  September  3, 1849, 
Sir: 

Having  waited  until  the  1st  of  August  last,  and  the  Savannah  not 
yet  arriving,  and  a  good  opportunity  offering  to  return,  I  left  San  Fran- 
cisco at  that  time  and  reached  this  i^lace  on  Saturday,  the  25th  ultimo, 
in  time  to  witness  the  landing  of  an  armed  force  from  the  French  men- 
of-war  in  and  off  the  harbor,  who  took  possession  of  the  fort  and  other 
public  buildings  and  j^roperty  belonging  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  Gov- 
ernment in  consequence  of  the  Government  having  refused  compliance 
with  certain  demands  made  upon  it  by  the  French  admiral  and  the 
resident  French  consul.  I  have  in  my  letter  to  Commander  Jones,  of 
the  3lst  ultimo  (copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed),  given  a  brief  history 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  French. 

Mr.  Turrill,  our  consul  (with  whom  this  Government  has  held  official 
correspondence  since  its  resolutions  of  December  last,  suspending  offi- 
cial intercourse  Avith  the  U.  S.  Commissioner),  has  neglected  to  furnish 
me  with  any  documents  or  correspondence  received  by  him  in  relation 
to  the  difficulties  between  the  French  and  the  islands'  Government, 
although  I  have  made  a  written  request  upon  him  therefor,  ^'  in  order," 
as  I  stated  to  him,  ^'  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  determine  whether  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  the  Government  I  serve,  her  rights,  or  the  rights 
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and  interests  of  ber  citizens  required  any ,  and  if  any  what,  official  action 
at  my  hands,  and  also  that  I  might  be  enabled  under  standingly  to  ad- 
vise the  State  Department  fully  upon  the  matter."  In  consequence  I 
am  unable  to  state  to  you  the  demands  made  by  the  French,  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  are  based,  the  reasons  for  noncompliance  on  the  part 
of  the  islands'  authorities,  or  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
controversy  between  the  parties. 

I  am  advised  by  Mr.  Turrill  that  an  expose  of  the  whole  difficulty 
Avill  be  published  in  a  few  days  by  the  authorities  here,  in  pamphlet 
form,  when  I  will  forward  a  cojiy.  Mr.  Turrill  advises  me,  also,  that  he 
intends  forwarding  manuscript  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  to  your 
Department. 

I  am  waiting  very  anxiously  the  arrival  of  my  successor,  that  I  may 
be  relieved  and  get  finally  away  from  all  connection  with  this  Govern- 
ment. If  ever  a  foreign  representative  has  been  neglected  and  abused 
by  the  administration  at  Washington  then  have  I  been  by  Mr.  Polk's, 
and  all  simx)ly  because  Mr.  Buchanan  had  the  manliness  to  sacrifice  me 
by  censuring  my  official  conduct  (in  laboring  to  follow  out  his  in- 
structions) in  the  vain  hoi)e  of  advancing  his  own  political  interests 
with  the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  of  securing  himself 
from  the  just  charge  of  neglect  and  inattention  to  his  public  duties  in 
connection  with  this  legation. 

I  hope,  most  certainly,  to  see  Mr.  Fames  here  in  all  this  month.  If 
he  does  not  reach  here  by  the  1st  October  I  shall  feel  that  I  am  under 
no  obligation  to  remain  longer,  and  shall  leave  the  archives  of  the 
legation  in  the  hands  of  some  trusty  American  resident,  to  be  delivered 
to  my  successor  on  his  arrival. 

During  my  absence  from  here  nothing  of  any  public  interest  had  oc- 
curred up  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  admiral.  Three  or 
four  of  our  whale  fleet  have  returned  here  from  their  hunting  grounds 
near  the  Japan  and  ]S"orthwest  Coast.  Those  now  here  are  bound  home, 
having  met  with  good  success.  Within  the  next  six  weeks  100  or  200 
whaleships  Avill  have  arrived  at  the  different  ports  of  these  islands  for 
recruits.  The  native  population  continues  to  disappear  very  rapidly. 
It  is  estimated  that  16,000  or  18,000  have  died  within  the  last  ten  or 
eleven  months,  out  of  a  population  not  exceeding  70,000. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

A.  Ten  Eyck. 

September  4, 1849. 
P.  S. — I  was  just  on  the  point  of  closing  this  dispatch  when  I  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  French  consul  (copy  of  which  is  liereto  an- 
nexed). Mr.  Turril  not  having  condescended  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy 
of  his  correspondence  Avith  the  French  admiral,  to  which  allusion  is 
made  in  the  French  consul's  note,  I  can  do  no  more  than  simply  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  French  consul's  note,  with  the  assurance 
that  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  the  prox^er  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

A.  T.  E. 
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Mr,  Ten  Eyclc  to  Commodore  Jones, 

[luclosure  in  ISTo.  55.] 

Office  United  States  Commission, 

Honolulu^  August  31,  1849. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  last,  the  25tli  inst.,  I  reached  this  place  on  my 
return  from  California,  just  in  time  to  witness  the  landing  of  a  body  of 
armed  men  from  the  French  frigate  the  Poursuiva^it  and  the  French 
steamer  Gassendi. 

It  seems  that  the  Admiral  de  Tromedin  had  arrived  here  about  the 
18th  instant  from  Callao,  and  the  day  after  the  steamer  arrived  from 
Tahiti.  Under  the  advice  of  M.  Dillon,  the  resident  French  consul,  the 
admiral  requested  an  audience  of  the  King  for  the  purpose  of  discuss- 
ing certain  differences  existing  between  the  French  consul  and  the 
King's  Government.  This  request  the  King,  by  the  advice  of  his  min- 
isters, refused.  The  admiral  then,  as  I  understand  it,  made  ten  formal 
demands  in  writing  upon  the  King's  Government  and  gave  them  three 
days  to  consider  and  accede  to  them,  advising  the  King  that  if  they 
were  not  complied  with  within  that  time  he  should  land  a  force  and 
take  possession  of  the  fort  and  otlier  Government  property.  The  Gov- 
ernment refused  comxjliance  with  the  admiral's  demands,  and  accord- 
ingly, on  Saturday  last,  at  3  p.  m.,  he  landed  a  force  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  fort,  the  custom-house,  and  the  Honolulu  House  (where  the 
ministers  have  their  ofhces).  He  also  took  i)ossession  of  the  Govern- 
ment schooner,  the  Kmnehameha,  and  all  the  small  craft  in  port  under 
the  Sandwich  Islands  flag.  All  this  was  done  without  the  slightest 
opposition  being  offered  by  the  authorities,  the  Government,  in  fact, 
having  ordered  that  no  resistance  should  be  made  to  any  proceedings 
instituted  or  conducted  by  the  French  forces. 

Thus  matters  continued  until  Wednesday  last,  when  the  French 
guards  were  withdrawn  from  the  custom-house  and  the  Honolulu  House, 
and  all  the  vessels  seized,  except  the  Government  schooner,  were  re- 
leased. During  this  day  the  marines  in  possession  of  the  fort  amused 
themselves  by  destroying  the  powder,  the  large  and  small  firearms, 
and  whatever  property  they  could  find,  and  towards  evening  finally 
marched  out  and  returned  on  board  their  vessels.  While  the  French 
forces  were  on  shore  a  deputation  from  the  Government  visited  the 
admiral  on  board  the  steamer,  but  without  any  favorable  result. 

M.  Dillon  had  only  on  Saturday  placed  his  family  on  board  the 
steamer,  and  at  3  p.  m.  hauled  down  the  flag  of  the  consulate,  and  him- 
self went  on  board  the  same  vessel.  This  was  the  signal  for  the  land- 
ing of  the  French  forces. 

The  demands  made  by  the  admiral,  the  response  of  the  Government, 
and  all  the  corresi)ondence  is,  I  understand,  in  process  of  publication  j 
as  soon  as  I  can  i)rocure  a  copy  I  will  forward  it.  I  understand  from 
Mr.  Turrill,  our  consul,  that  this  Government  have  furnished  him 
manuscript  copies,  which,  with  a  protest  sent  by  him  to  the  admiral, 
against  his  proceedings,  he  will  forward  you  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

M.  Dillon  and  family  leave  for  France  in  the  admiral's  ship  early  next 
week,  via  San  Francisco.  I  forward  this  by  him.  What  the  result  of 
this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  French  forces  may  be,  or  what  effect 
it  may  have  upon  the  future  political  interests  and  independence  of  this 
Government,  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty. 

I  fear  it  will  tend  to  hasten  the  consummation  of  the  intrigues  of  Mr. 
Wyllie,  the  King's  minister  of  foreign  relations,  and  General  Miller, 
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the  Englisli  consul-general,  by  inducing  the  King,  ere  long,  to  place 
himself  under  the  protection  of  the  English.  Dr.  Judd  and  the  Amer- 
ican missionaries  will,  I  believe,  counsel  this  course  rather  than  permit 
the  King  to  submit  to  any  exactions  conflicting  with  his  and  their  views 
and  policy.  During  all  this  proceeding,  and  while  negotiations  were 
being  attempted,  the  English  consul-general  was  constantly  consulted 
and  his  advice  generally  followed  by  the  Islands  authorities. 

Mr.  Turrill  having  fiiiled  to  put  me  in  possession  of  the  papers  re- 
ceived by  him  from  this  Government,  or  of  copies  of  his  correspond- 
ence relating  to  these  difliculties,  although  I  had  requested  them  from 
him,  I  am  unable  to  express  any  opinion  upon  tlie  merits  of  the  contro- 
versy between  the  French  and  the  Sandwich  Islands  Government. 

So  far  as  the  condact  of  the  French  in  destroying  the  Government 
property  in  the  fort  is  concerned,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  condemn  it. 

The  Prehle  is  still  here.  Oapt.  Glynn  will,  of  course,  report  to  you 
the  condition  of  his  crew.  It  must  be  anything  but  encouraging,  judg- 
ing from  what  I  have  seen  and  hear  of  their  sickness.  The  French 
steamer  will  leave  for  Tahiti,  taking  the  King's  schooner  in  company,  at 
the  same  time  that  the  frigate  sails  for  San  Francisco. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

A.  Ten  Eyck. 

September  4, 1849. 
P.  S. — I  have  opened  this  to  say  that  the  United  States  revenue  brig 
0.  T^.  Lawrence^  Gapt.  Eraser,  has  just  arrived,  forty-five  days  from 
Valparaiso. 

A.  T.  E. 


No.  30.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States 

FOR  THE  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Honohilu,  September  4,  1849. 

Sir:  Eear-Admiral  Tromelin  arrived  here  on  the  13th  August,  in  the 
frigate  La  Poursidvante.  The  French  steamer  Gassendi  entered  this 
port  on  the  day  following. 

The  admiral,  on  his  first  arrival,  evinced  a  most  friendly  disposition, 
and  it  was  for  a  while  confidently  believed  that,  notwithstanding  the 
embittered  feelings  of  the  consul  of  France,  no  hostile  demonstrations 
would  be  made.  It  was  soon  apparent,  however,  that  the  admiral  had 
placed  himself  under  the  control  of  the  consul  and  would  be  merely  an 
instrument  in  his  hands. 

On  the  22d  of  last  month  demands  were  made  upon  this  Government 
jointly  by  the  admiral  and  the  consul.  On  the  25th  this  Government 
sent  answers  to  these  demands,  declining  to  comply  with  the  same. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  troops  were  landed,  the  fort  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  a  guard  stationed  around  two  public  buildings.  No 
opposition  whatever  was  made  to  tlie  troops.  TIio  French  held  the 
fort  until  the  3()th,  when  they  abandoned  it,  destroying  everything  con- 
nected therewith,  and  doing  much  damage  to  the  governor's  house  and 
the  furniture  in  it. 

During  the  time  the  fort  was  thus  occupied  by  the  French  unavail- 
ing efforts  were  made,  through  the  medium  of  commissioners,  to  effect 
an  amicable  settlement  of  existing  difficulties. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  tlie  corresi)ondence  between  Admiral 
Tromelin  and  myself,  also  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  between  this  Gov- 
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ernment  and  the  adiniral  and  consul,  so  far  as  they  liave  been  printed. 
I  also  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  in  relation  to  the  mediation  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States, 
and  my  answer  to  the  same. 

H.  B.  M.  consul  general  protested  in  strong  terms  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  admiral,  and  three  consuls  of  the  smaller  powers  also 
remonstrated  against  the  same.  The  course  taken  by  the  consuls  no 
doubt  had  a  very  beneficial  effect.  Supposing  that  you  may  receive  a 
communication  upon  that  subject,  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  and  myself. 

It  has  ever  been  the  desire  and  aim  of  this  Goverament,  I  beleive,  to 
observe  faithfully  all  the  x^rovisions  of  the  treaty  with  France,  and  they 
have  undoubtedly  done  so.  Why,  then,  have  these  demands  been  made? 
To  one  residing  here,  who  has  noticed  passing  events  attentively  for  a 
year  or  two  past,  this  question  is  by  no  means  difficult  of  solution. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Honolulu,  the  consul  of  France  set  on  foot  cer- 
tain political  intrigues,  the  object  of  which  was  to  eject  from  office  one 
of  the  King's  ministers,  for  the  i)urpose,  as  is  confidently  believed, 
of  providing  a  place  for  himself.  Failing  in  these  efforts  he  became 
embittered  against  the  King's  advisers,  and  seemed  determined  to 
gratify  his  feelings  at  the  expense  of  this  nation. 

The  assault  made  by  the  admiral  upon  this  weak,  this  Christian  na- 
tion, was  unprovoked,  and  admits  of  no  excuse.  There  is  not  one  pal- 
iating  circumstance  attending  it.  When  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  therewith  shall  be  fully  known,  the  whole  civilized  world 
will  place  ujion  it  the  mark  of  condemnation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TURRILL. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G, 


[Translation-l 


Admiral's  FmaATE  of  the  French  Eepublic, 

La  Poursuivante, 
Naval  Station  of  the  French  Eepublic  in  the  Facific  Ocean, 

Honolulu,  August  23,  1849. 

Mr.  the  Consul  :  The  Hawaiian  Government,  especially  in  latter 
times,  violated  the  treaty  concluded  between  France  and  the  Sandwich 
Islands  in  a  manner  which  requires  a  prompt  and  complete  reparation, 
which  divers  acts  of  which  some  French  citizens  have  been  the  victims 
render  still  indispensable. 

I  have  taken,  in  concert  with  Mr.  the  consul  of  the  French  Eepublic 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  all  tlie  measures  compatible  with  the  dignity 
of  France  to  obtain  an  amicable  arrangement,  but  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Hawaiian  Government  appeared  to  wish  to  force  me  to  make  use  of  the 
means  at  my  disposal  to  oblige  it  to  understand  the  voice  of  reason  and 
justice. 

In  this  circumstance  and  agreeably  to  the  conclusions  of  the  ultima- 
tum sent  by  me,  in  concert  with  Mr.  the  Consul  Dillon,  I  have  the  honor 
of  advising  you  that  the  delay  for  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  make 
its  answer  known  will  expire  on  August  25,  instant,  Saturday,  at  3 
1).  m.,  after  which  delay,  if  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  Kamehameha 
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III  does  not  give  me  a  complete  satisfaction,  it  will  only  remain  for  me 
to  reclaim  by  force  what  I  have  demanded  at  first  through  the  pacific 
way  of  correspondence,  and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  by 
means  of  a  conference,  which  has  been  refused  to  me. 

In  informing  you  of  their  disposition,  Mr.  the  Consul,  I  ought  to  give 
you  here  the  assurance  that  the  French  Eepublic  neittier  looks  to  an 
occupation  or  a  protectorate  of  the  Hawaiian  archipelago,  but  to  a  com- 
plete reparation.  I  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  that,  in  the  case  of 
hostilities  taking  place,  the  commerce  of  American  proprietors  shall  be 
respected  as  ought  to  be  that  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  invite  you  to  make  these  dispositions  known  to 
your  fellow  citizens,  in-  order  that  they  may  take  from  this  day  the 
necessary  measures,  on  their  part,  to  put  themselves  out  of  the  risk  of 
all  hazards  that  may  result  from  the  operations  which  I  may  have  to 
order  against  Honolulu. 

I  pray  you  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  notification. 

Mr.  the  Admiral,  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  station  of  the 
French  Eepublic  in  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Legoarant  de  Tromelin. 

To  Mr,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  at  Honolulu, 


United  States  Consulate  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Honolulu,  August  21,  1849, 

Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honor  this  morning  of  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday  and  in  doing  so  I  took  occasion  to  remark 
that  I  would  reply  to  your  communication  as  soon  as  I  could  procure 
a  correct  translation  of  the  same. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  do  so,  I  have  communicated  the  con- 
tents of  your  letter  to  my  countrymen,  but  I  can  not  well  advise  them 
what  to  do,  as  I  am  not  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  hostile 
measures,  if  any,  that  are  to  be  used.  If  the  town  is  to  be  bombarded, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  remove  their  families  and  valuable 
effects,  to  places  of  safety;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  have  them  put  to  the 
great  expense  and  inconvenience  of  doing  so  unless  the  course  you 
may  ultimately  take  shall  render  that  necessary. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  have  examined  with  much  care  the 
several  demands  which,  in  connection  with  the  consul  of  France,  you 
have  thought  proper  to  make  upon  the  Hawaiian  Government,  and  I 
have  heretofore  read  attentively  the  voluminous  correspondence  of 
France  and  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  claims  upon  which 
those  demands  rest. 

By  that  correspondence  I  am  informed  that  as  early  as  last  April  a 
large  proportion  of  tliose  claims,  and  I  believe  all  that  had  then  been 
agitated,  were,  by  a  resolution  of  the  King  in  council,  referred  for  final 
adjustment  ^'direct  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs  of  France,"  and, 
although  the  fact  be  not  material  to  perfect  the  case,  I  will  add  that  it 
appears  from  the  same  correspondence  that  the  consul  of  France  as- 
sented to  that  reference. 

I  am  also  advised  from  a  source  entitled  to  full  credit  that  some 
months  ago — the  exact  time  I  do  not  recollect — the  King  appointed  a 
special  commissioner  to  proceed  to  France  for  the  express  puri)ose  of 
effecting  an  amicable  adjustment  of  those  claims.  This  reference,  be- 
yond all  question,  removed  the  claims  direct  to  Franco  for  settlement, 
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and  placed  tliem  entirely  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  consul  or  of  any 
other  subordinate  agent  of  the  French  Republic. 

But,  viewing  the  case  as  disconnected  with  the  reference,  I  beg  leave 
to  remark  that  I  have  searched  through  the  whole  of  that  correspond- 
ence in  vain  to  discover  a  single  instance  in  which  either  the  letter  or 
the  spirit  of  the  existing  treaty  has  been  violated  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government.  If  there  be  such  an  instance,  the  consul  of  France  has 
failed  to  point  it  out. 

Tlie  demands  which  have  been  thus  made  upon  this  Government  are, 
in  my  judgement,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  plain  i)rovisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  enforcing  them  in  the  manner  indicated  would  be  a 
i:)alpable  violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 

As  the  course  you  have  advised  me  that  circumstances  may  induce 
you  to  pursue  must  of  necessity  seriously  affect  the  great  American  in- 
terests connected  with  these  islands,  it  becomes  my  imperative  duty  as 
a  representative  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  my  solemn  protest 
against  it,  which  I  now  do,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  facts  and  circumstances  at- 
tending this  case. 

With  the  ardent  hope  that  the  pending  difficulties  may  yet  be  ami- 
cably disposed  of, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  etc., 

J.   TURRILL, 

United  States  Consul. 
Legoarant  de  Tromelin, 

Rear- Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief 

of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  Eepnblic  of  France 

in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


[Translation.] 


Admiral's  Frigate  of  the  French  Eepublic, 

The  Poursuivantb, 
Naval  Station  of  the  French  Republic  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  J  off  Honolulu^  the  25th  August  ^  1849. 
Mr.  the  Consul  :  In  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  I  have  the  honor  of  testifying  to  you  the  surprise  which  its 
perusal  has  occasioned  to  me.     I  had  not  only  not  given  you  any  com- 
munication of  my  demands  on  the  Hawaiian  Government,  but  further, 
the  policy  of  the  American  Government  made  it  your  duty  to  not  in- 
terfere officially  in  our  affairs  with  the  administration  of  His  Majesty 
Kamehameha  III,  for  you  know  as  well  as  I  that  the  United  States  of 
America  has  made  it  to  themselves  a  law  of  not  mixing  ever  in  the 
affairs  of  other  nations,  and  especially  those  of  France,  their  ancient 
and  their  most  faitliful  ally. 

I  ought  to  advise  you  that  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  communicate 
your  precited  dispatch  to  the  Government  of  the  French  Kepublic. 

I  renew  to  you,  Mr.  the  Consul,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

The  rear  admiral,  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  French 
Eepublic  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 

Legorant  de  Tromelin. 

To  Mr.  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands, Honolulu, 
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United  States  Consulate, 
Fob  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 

Honolulu,  August  27,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  25  th 
instant,  a  translation  of  which  was  not  obtained  in  time  to  give  it  an 
answer  on  Saturday,  the  day  it  bears  date. 

You  are  right  in  supposing  it  not  to  be  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  mix  in  the  affairs  ot  other  nations.  But  when  a  case  like  the 
one  under  consideration  occurs,  and  I  clearly  see  that  the  course  mili- 
itary  power  is  to  take  against  this  weak  nation  must  greatly  injure  my 
countrymen  and  seriously  embarrass  the  extensive  American  commerce 
connected  with  these  islands,  it  becomes  my  duty  so  far  to  interfere  ofiQ 
cially  as  to  interpose  my  protest;  and  in  doing  so  I  doubt  not  my  course 
will  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  etc., 

J.  Turrill. 
Legorant  de  Tromelin, 

Bear-Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief 

of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  French  Bepuhlic 
in  the  Faciflc  Ocean. 


separate  and  urgent.]  Foreign  Office, 

August  25,  1849. 

Sir:  The  King,  my  master,  commands  me  to  convey  to  you,  for  your 
information,  and  that  of  your  Government,  the  inclosed  copies  of  the 
peremptory  demands  made  on  the  22d  instant  by  the  admiral  and  the 
consul  of  France,  and  of  the  replies  to  the  same,  which  I  have  sent  by 
His  Majesty's  command. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  consequences  can  justly  ensue  endanger- 
ing the  lives  and  proi)erties  of  American  citizens,  which  His  Majesty 
will  protect,  so  long  as  His  Sovereign  authority  and  the  empire  of  his 
laws  are  respected.  When  that  period  ceases.  His  Majesty's  power  to 
protect  will  cease  also,  and  it  will  be  for  you,  as  consul  of  the  United 
States,  representing  that  Government,  to  act  as  you  may  consider  to 
be  necessary. 

It  may  be  of  importance  for  you  to  know  that  by  command  of  the 
King  I  addressed,  on  the  22d  instant,  by  the  James  Monroe  a  re- 
quest in  His  Majesty's  name,  through  his  special  commissioner,  James 
Jackson  Jarves,  esquire,  for  the  friendly  mediation  of  his  excellency 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  Government  of  France,  in 
regard  to  all  demands  made  or  that  may  be  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  consul  and  admiral  of  the  French  Kepublic,  and  to  obtain 
this  favor  the  King  commands  me  to  request  your  good  offices. 
With  the  highest  respect,  etc., 

E.  C.  Wyllie. 

Joel  Turrill,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  etc. 

P.  S. — In  case  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  be  objected  to  as  a  mediator,  or  decline  to  act  as  such,  a  similar 
note,  with  a  similar  intent,  is  now  ])assed  to  H.  B.  M.  consul-general. 
The  King  engages  to  ratify  and  abide  by  the  award  of  His  Excellency 
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the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  British  Government,  act- 
ing either  solely  or  jointly  upon  all  points  that  may  not  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  French  Government  and  the  King's  special  commissioner, 
James  Jackson  Jarves,  esq. 

E.  0.  W. 


United  States  Consulate, 

Honolulu^  August  25^  1849. 

Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  despatch 
bearing  even  date  herewith,  inclosing  copies  ''of  the  peremptory  de- 
mands made  on  the  22d  instant  by  the  admiral  and  the  consul  of  France, 
and  of  the  replies  to  the  same,"  and  informing  me  that  you  had  bycom- 
nmnd  of  the  King,  on  the  22d  of  this  month,  addressed  a  request  in  His 
Majesty's  name,  through  his  special  commissioner,  James  Jackson 
Jarves,  esq.,  for  the  friendly  mediation  of  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  the  Government  of  France,  in  regard 
to  all  demands  made  or  that  may  be  made  upon  this  Government  by 
the  consul  and  admiral  of  the  French  Eepublic,and  to  obtain  this  favor 
the  King  commands  you  to  request  my  "good  offices."  You  also  in- 
form me  that  a  similar  note  has  been  addressed  by  you  to  H.  B.  M.  con- 
sul-general, soliciting  the  mediation  of  England,  stating  that  the  King 
engages  to  ratify  and  abide  by  the  award  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  British  Government,  acting  either  solely  or 
jointly  on  all  points  that  may  not  be  agreed  upon  between  the  French 
Government  and  the  King's  special  commissioner.  You  may  assnie 
His  Majesty  the  King,  that  I  will  cheerfully  do  anything  in  my  power 
to  aid  in  bringing  about  an  amicable  adjustment  of  existing  difficnltics, 
and  for  that  purpose  shall  lose  no  time  in  sending  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  a  copy  of  your  despatch,  accompanied  with  such  re- 
marks as  I  may  deem  necessary. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Legoarant  de  Tromelin  on  the 
24th  instant,  bearing  date  the  23d,  in  which  he  states  that  "  the  Haw- 
aiian Government,  especially  in  latter  times,  violated  the  treaty 
conducted  between  France  and  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  a  manner 
which  requires  a  prompt  and  complete  reparation,  which  divers  acts, 
of  which  some  French  citizens  have  been  the  victims,  render  still  indis- 
pensable." 

And  the  admiral  advised  me,  among  other  things,  that  unless  the 
Hawaiian  Government  should  comply  with  the  ultimatum  sent  by  him 
in  concert  with  the  consul  of  France,  by  3  o'clock  p.  m.  this  day,  that 
force  would  be  used. 

Believing  that  the  admiral  had  been  misinformed  in  relation  to  the 
violation  of  the  treaty,  and  knowing  that  the  use  of  force  for  the  pur- 
pose and  in  the  manner  indicated  by  him  would  greatly  injure  Ameri- 
can comnierce  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I  expressed  in  decided  terms  in  my 
answer  to  the  admiral's  letter,  which  bears  date  of  the  24th  instant,  the 
opinion  that  neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  the  treaty  had  been  vio- 
lated by  the  Hawaiian  Government,  and  I  i)rotested  against  the  enforc- 
ing of  the  demands  in  the  manner  indicated  by  the  admiral. 

1  shall  lose  no  time  in  making  the  President  of  the  United  States 
fully  acquainted  with  the  course  I  have  taken  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  admiral  and  the  consul  of  France. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  TURRILL. 

His  Excellency  E.  0.  Wyllie, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  etc.y  Honolulu, 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  75 

A  treaty  of  friend  ship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  hetiveen  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Haivaiian  Islands, 
concluded  at  Washington,  20th  December,  1849 — Batified  4th  Fehrnary, 
1S50 — Exchanged  24th  August,  1850 — Froclaimed  Hh  November,  1850. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawa- 
iian Islands,  was  conchided  and  signed  at  Washington  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  the  original  of  which  treaty  is,  word  for  word, 
as  follows : 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  equally  animated  with  the  desire  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  good  understanding  which  have  hitherto  so  happily  sub- 
sisted between  their  respective  states,  and  consolidating  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  them,  have  agreed  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  for 
which  purpose  they  have  appointed  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say: 
The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  John  M.  Clayton,  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  James  Jackson  Jarves,  accredited  as  his  special 
commissioner  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  who,  after  hav- 
ing exchanged  their  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
concluded  and  signed  the  following  articles. 

Article  I. 

There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  amity  between  the  United  States 
and  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  his  heirs  and  his  successors. 

Article  II. 

There  shall  be  reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  No  duty  of 
customs  or  other  impost  shall  be  charged  upon  any  goods  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  one  country,  upon  importation  from  such  country 
into  the  other,  other  or  higher  than  the  duty  or  impost  charged  upon 
goods  of  the  same  kind  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  or  imported 
from  any  other  country;  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  do  hereby  engage  that  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  any  other  state  shall  not  enjoy  any  favor,  privi- 
lege, or  imnnmity  whatever,  in  matters  of  commercie  and  navigation, 
Avhich  shall  not  also  at  the  same  time  be  extended  to  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  the  other  contracting  party,  gratuitously,  if  the  concession 
in  favor  of  that  other  state  shall  have  been  gratuitous,  and  in  return 
for  a  compensntion,  as  nearly  as  possible  of  i)roi)ortionate  value  and 
effect,  to  be  adjusted  by  mutual  agreement,  if  the  concession  sliall  liave 
been  conditional. 

Article  HI. 

All  articles  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  either  country,  which  can 
legally  be  imi)()rted  into  either  conntry  from  the  other,  in  ships  of  tliat 
other  country,  and  thence  coining,  snail,  when  so  imported,  be  subject 
to  the  same  duties  and  enjoy  the  same  i)rivileges,  whether  imported  in 
ships  of  the  one  country  or  in  ships  of  the  other;  and,  in  like  manner, 
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all  ^<MMi>  w  hicli  <;iii  Ic^jally  be  oxi)()rte(l  or  rer'xportod  from  cither  coun- 
try to  tlie  otlur,  ill  sliips  ot  that  other  country,  sliiiil,  \\  lien  soe.\i)orted 
or  rer'xj)ortc(l,  l)e  subject  t<>  the  same  duties  and  be  entitled  t<»tiie  same 
])rivile^es,  drawbacks,  bounties,  an<l  allowaiu'cs,  whetiier  exixuted  in 
ships  of  the  one  country  or  in  ships  of  the  other;  and  all  j^oods  and 
articles,  of  whatcxcr  descri]>tion,  not  beinji  <>1  the  ])roduce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  I'nited  States,  which  can  be  Ic^jally  imported  into  the  Sand- 
wiili  Jslantls,  shall,  wiien  so  imi^orted  in  vt\ssels  of  the  United  States, 
l)ay  no  other  or  hijilu^r  duties,  imi)osts,  or  charf,a*s  than  shall  be  payable 
ui)on  the  like  ^oods  and  articles  ^vhen  imported  in  the  vessels  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  other  than  the  luition  of  which  the  said  goods  and 
articles  are  the  produce  or  nuiuufacture. 

Article  IV. 

Ko  duties  of  tonna^^e,  harbor,  li<iht-houses,  i)ilota]D:e,  quarantine,  or 
other  similar  dutu's,  of  whatever  nature,  or  under  wluitcver  denomina- 
tion, shall  be  imposed  in  either  <'ountry  ui)on  the  vessels  of  the  other, 
in  respect  of  voyajies  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Uawaiian  Islands,  if  laden,  or  in  res])ect  of  any  voyage,  if  in  ballast, 
wliich  shall  not  be  equally  imposed  in  the  like  cases  on  national  vessels. 

Article  V. 

It  is  hereby  dechired  that  the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty  are 
not  to  be  understood  as  applying  to  the  navigation  and  carrying  trade 
between  one  port  and  another  situated  in  the  States  of  either  contract- 
ing party,  vsuch  navigation  and  trade  being  reserved  exclusively  to 
national  vessels. 

Article  VI. 

Steam  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which  may  be  employed  by  the 
Government  of  the  said  States  in  the  carrying  of  their  ])ublic  mails  across 
the  Pacilic  Ocean,  or  from  onei)()rt  in  that  ocean  to  another,  shall  have 
free  access  to  the  ]>orts  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  with  the  privilege  of 
stopping  therein  to  retit,  to  refresh,  to  land  passengers  and  their  bag- 
gage, and  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  pertaining  to  the  i)ublic 
mail  servi(!e  of  tha  United  States,  and  shall  be  subject,  in  such  ports, 
to  no  duties  of  tonnage,  harbor,  light-houses,  quarantine,  or  other  simi- 
lar duties,  of  whatever  nature  or  under  whatever  denomination. 

Article  VIT. 

The  whale  shi])s  of  the  United  States  shall  have  access  to  the  ports 
of  Hilo,  Kealakekua,  and  llanalei,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  for  the 
purposes  of  relitment  and  refreshment,  as  w^ell  as  to  the  ports  of  Hono- 
lulu and  Lahaina,  w  hich  only  are  ports  of  entry  for  all  iner(;hant  ves- 
sels; and  in  all  the  above-named  ports  they  shall  be  i)ermitted  to  trade 
or  barter  their  sup])lies  of  goods,  excepting  spirituous  liipuu-s,  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  dollars  a^/  valorem  for  each  vessel,  without  pay- 
ing any  charge  for  tonnage  or  harbor  dues  of  any  descripti(m,  or  any 
duties  or  imposts  whatever  upon  the  goods  ov  articles  so  traded  or  bar- 
tered. They  shall  also  be  permitted,  with  the  like  exemption  from  all 
charges  for  tonnage  and  harbor  dues,  further  to  trade  or  barter,  with 
the  same  exception  as  to  spirituous  liquors,  to  the  additional  amount  of 
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one  thousand  dollars  ad  valorem  for  eacli  vessel,  paying  upon  the  addi- 
tional goods  and  articles  so  traded  and  bartered  no  other  or  higher 
duties  than  are  payable  on  like  goods  and  articles  when  imported  in  the 
vessels  and  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  most  favored  foreign  na- 
tion. They  shall' also  be  permitted  to  pass  from  x^ort  to  port  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  refreshments;  but  they 
shall  not  discharge  their  seamen  or  land  their  passengers  in  the  said 
islands,  excei^t  at  Lahaina  and  Honolulu;  and  in  all  the  ports  named  in 
this  article  the  whale  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy,  in  all  re- 
spects whatsoever,  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  which  ar- 
enjoyed  by,  or  shall  be  granted  to,  the  whale  ships  of  the  most  favoree 
foreign  nation.  The  like  i3rivilege  of  frequenting  the  three  ports  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  above  named  in  this  article,  not  being  ports  of  entry 
for  merchant  vessels,  is  also  guarantied  to  all  the  public  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States.  But  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  as 
authorizing  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  having  on  board  any  disease 
usually  regarded  as  requiring  quarantine  to  enter,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  disease  on  board,  any  port  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  other 
than  Lahaina  or  Honolulu. 

Article  YIII. 

The  contracting  parties  engage,  in  regard  to  the  personal  privileges, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  enjoy  in  the  do- 
minions of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  ther  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  the 
subjects  of  his  said  Majesty  in  the  United  States  of  America,  that  they 
shall  have  free  and  undoubted  right  to  travel  and  to  reside  in  the  states 
of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  subject  to  the  same  precautions  of 
police  which  are  practiced  towards  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  most 
favored  nations.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  occupy  dwellings  and  ware- 
houses, and  to  dispose  of  their  personal  property  of  every  kind  and  de- 
scription, by  sale,  gift,  exchange,  will,  or  in  any  other  way  whatever, 
without  the  smallest  hindrance  or  obstacle;  and  their  heirs  or  repre- 
sentatives, being  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  contracting  party, 
shall  succeed  in  their  personal  goods,  whether  by  testament  or  ah  in- 
testato;  and  may  take  possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or  by 
others  acting  for  them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  will,  paying  to  the 
profit  of  the  respective  Governments  such  dues  only  as  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  wherein  the  said  goods  are  shall  be  subject  to  ])ay  in 
like  cases.  And,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  heir  and  represen- 
tative, such  care  shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods  as  would  be  taken 
of  the  goods  of  a  native  of  the  same  country  in  like  case,  until  the 
lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiving  them.  And  if  a  ques- 
tion  should  arise  among  several  claimants  as  to  which  of  them  said 
goods  belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the  laws  and  judges 
of  the  land  wherein  the  said  goods  are.  Where,  on  the  decease  of  any 
person  holding  real  estate  within  the  territories  of  one  party,  such  real 
estate  would,  by  the  laws  of  tlie  land,  descend  on  a  citizen  or  snbjoct 
of  the  other,  were  lie  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  sucli  citizen  or  snb- 
ject  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  sanu^,  and  to  with- 
draw the  proceeds  without  molestation,  and  exempt  from  all  duties  of 
detraction  on  the  part  of  the  (government  of  the  respective  states. 
The  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  contracting  ])arties  shall  not  be  obligi^l 
to  pay,  under  any  ])retence  whatever,  any  taxes  or  impositions  (►ther 
or  greater  than  those  wliich  are  ])ai(l,  or  may  hercalter  be  piiid,  by  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  the  most  favored  nations,  in  the   respective 
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States  of  the  liifrli  coiitnictiiif?  parties.  They  shall  be  exemi)t  from  all 
military  service,  whether  by  land  or  by  sea;  from  foreed  loans;  and 
from  every  extraordinary  (•nntril)ntion  not  ^^ciieral  and  l)y  law  estab 
lished.  Tiu'ir  dwellin«j:s,  warcliouses,  and  all  iHvmiscs  appertainin*^ 
thereto,  destined  for  the  purposes  of  eonimerct'  or  residence*,  shall  be 
respected.  No  arbitrary  search  of  or  visit  to  their  houses,  and  no  arbi- 
trary examination  or  inspection  whatever  of  the  books,  ])apers,  or  ac- 
counts of  their  trade,  shall  be  made;  but  such  measures  shall  be  exe- 
cuted only  in  conformity  with  the  h'pil  sentence  of  a  comi)etent  tri- 
bunal: and  each  of  the  two  contracting]:  parties  cnji^a^rcs  that  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  the  other  resi<linfjc  in  their  respective  states  shall 
enjoy  their  property  and  personal  security  in  as  full  and  ample  manner 
as  their  own  citizens  or  sul)jects,  or  the  subji'cts  or  citizens  of  the  most 
lavored  nation,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two 
countries,  respectively. 

Article  IX. 

The  citizens  and  subjects  of  each  of  the  two  contracting  parties  shall 
be  free  in  the  States  of  the  other  to  manaj^e  their  own  affairs  them- 
selves, or  to  commit  those  atlairs  to  the  management  of  any  peisons 
-whom  they  may  appoint  as  their  broker,  factor,  or  a^ent;  nor  shall  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  contracting  parties  be  restrained  in 
their  choice  of  persons  to  act  in  such  cai)acities;  nor  shall  they  be  called 
ui)on  to  pay  any  salary  or  remuneration  to  any  person  whom  they  shall 
not  choose  to  employ. 

Absolute  freedom  shall  be  given  in  all  cases  to  the  buyer  and  seller 
to  bargain  together  and  to  fix  the  price  of  any  goods  or  merchandise 
imported  into,  or  to  be  eximrted  from,  the  States  and  dominions  of  the 
two  contracting  parties,  save  and  excei)t  generally  such  cases  wherein 
the  laws  and  usages  of  the  c(miitry  may  requne  the  intervention  of  any 
special  agents  in  the  States  and  dominions  of  the  contracting  parties. 
]Uit  nothing  contained  in  this  or  any  other  article  of  the  present  treaty 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  sale  of  sjurituous  liquors  to  the  na- 
tives of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  further  than  such  sale  may  be  allowed  by 
the  IJawaiin  laws. 

Article  X. 

Each  of  the  two  contracting  x)arties  may  have,  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  commercial  agents  of  their  own  ap- 
})ointment,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  luivileges  and  powers  with  those 
of  the  most  favored  nations;  but  if  any  such  consuls  shall  exercise  com- 
merce, they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  usage  to  which  the 
juivate  indi^  iduals  of  their  nation  are  subject  in  the  same  place.  The 
said  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  commercial  agents  are  authorized  to  re- 
quire the  assistance  of  the  local  authorities  for  the  search,  arrest,  deten- 
tion, and  imprisonment  of  the  deserters  from  the  ships  of  waiand  mer- 
chant vessels  of  their  country.  For  this  pur])ose  they  shall  ap])ly  to 
the  competent  tribunals.  Judges,  and  officers,  and  shall,  in  writing,  de- 
mand the  said  deserters,  proving,  by  the  exhibition  of  the  registers  of 
the  vessels,  the  rolls  of  the  crews,  or  by  other  ofhcial  documents,  that 
such  individuals  formed  part  of  the  crews;  and  this  reclamation  being 
thus  substantiated,  the  surrender  shall  not  be  refused.  Such  desert- 
ers, when  arrested,  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  said  consuls, 
vice-consuls,  or  commercial  agents,  and  may  be  confined  in  the  public 
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prisons,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  those  who  shall  claim  them,  in  order 
to  be  detained  until  the  time  when  they  shall  be  restored  to  the  vessel 
to  which  they  belonged,  or  sent  back  to  their  own  country  by  a  vessel 
of  the  same  nation,  or  any  other  vessel  whatsoever.  The  agents,  own- 
ers, or  masters  of  vessels  on  account  of  whom  the  deserters  have  been 
apprehended,  upon  requisition  of  the  local  authorities,  shall  be  required 
to  take  or  send  away  such  deserters  from  the  States  and  dominions  of 
the  contracting  parties,  or  give  such  security  for  their  good  conduct  as 
the  law  may  require.  But  if  not  sent  back  nor  reclaimed  within  six 
months  from  the  day  of  their  arrest,  or  if  all  the  expenses  of  such  im- 
])risoument  are  not  defrayed  by  the  party  causing  such  arrest  and 
imprisonment,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  not  be  again  ar- 
rested for  the  same  cause.  However,  if  the  deserters  should  be  found 
to  have  committed  any  crime  or  ofi'ence,  their  surrender  may  be  de- 
layed until  the  tribunal  before  which  their  case  shall  be  depending 
shall  have  pronounced  its  sentence,  and  such  sentence  shall  have  been 
carried  into  effect. 

Article  XI. 

It  is  agreed  that  perfect  and  entire  liberty  of  conscience  shall  be  en 
joyed  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  the  contracting  parties,  in  the 
countries  of  the  one  and  the  other,  without  their  being  liable  to  be  dis- 
turbed or  molested  on  account  of  their  religious  belief.  But  nothing 
contained  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  regulate  for  itself  the  schools 
which  it  may  establish  or  support  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Article  XII. 

If  any  ships  of  war  or  other  vessels  be  wrecked  on  the  coasts  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  such  ships  or 
vessels,  or  any  parts  thereof,  and  all  furniture  and  appurtenances  be- 
longing thereunto,  and  all  goods  and  merchandise  which  shall  be  saved 
therefrom,  or  the  i)roduce  thereof,  if  sold,  shall  be  faithfully  restored 
with  the  least  possible  delay  to  the  proprietors,  upon  being  claimed  by 
them  or  by  their  duly  authorized  factors;  and,  if  there  are  no  such 
proprietors  or  factors  on  the  spot,  then  the  said  goods  and  merchan- 
dise, or  the  proceeds  thereof,  as  well  as  all  the  papers  found  on  board 
such  wrecked  ships  or  vessels,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  American  or 
Hawaiian  consul  or  vice-consul  in  whose  district  the  wreck  may  have 
taken  place;  and  such  consul,  vice  consul,  proprietors,  or  factors,  shall 
pay  only  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  preservation  of  the  property, 
togetlier  with  the  rate  of  salvage  and  expenses  of  (juarantine  which 
would  liave  been  x>iiyable  in  the  like  case  of  a  wreck  of  a  national  ves- 
sel; and  the  goods  and  merchandise  saved  from  the  wreck  shall  not  be 
subject  to  duties  unless  entered  for  consumption,  it  being  understood 
that  in  case  of  any  legal  claim  ui)on  such  wreck,  goods,  or  merchandise, 
the  same  shall  be  referred  for  decision  to  the  comi)etent  tribunals  of 
the  country. 

Article  XIII. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties  which  may  be 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  cause  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
other  §hall  be  e;!kempt  fiom  all  duties  of  port  or  uavigutiou  paid  for  tho 
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benefit  of  the  State,  if  the  motives  which  h^l  to  their  scckiii*,^  iffn^^^e  bo 
real  and  evident,  and  if  no  (•ar;^<)  IxMliscliarm'd  ortalvcn  on  hoard,  save 
8iieh  as  may  relate  to  the  snbsistenee  of  the  crew,  or  he  necessary  for 
the  repair  of  the  vessels,  and  if  they  do  not  stay  in  i)ort  beyond  the 
time  necessary,  keeping  in  view  the  cause  which  led  to  theii*  seeking 
refuge. 

Article  XIV. 

Tlie  eontractinp:  parties  mutually  agree  to  surrender,  uixm  ollicial 
requisition,  to  the  authorities  of  each,  all  jx'rsons  who,  being  chaiged 
■with  the  crinu^s  of  murder,  ])iracy,  arson,  robbery,  forgery,  or  the  utter- 
ance of  forged  paper,  committed  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  either,  shall 
be  found  within  tlie  territories  of  the  other,  ])r()vided  that  this  shall 
only  be  done  upon  such  evidence  of  criminality  as,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  place  where  the  pevson  so  charged  shall  be  found,  would 
justify  his  ai)])rehension  and  (*ommitnu'nt  for  trial  if  the  crime  had 
there  been  conunitted;  and  the  resi)ective  Judges  and  other  magistrates 
of  the  two  (lovernments  shall  have  authority,  ui)on  coini)laint  made 
under  oath,  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  person  so 
charged,  that  he  may  be  brought  before  such  Judges  or  other  mjigis- 
trates,  respectively,  to  the  end  that  the  evidence  of  criminality  may  be 
heard  and  considered;  and  if,  on  such  hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed 
suflicient  to  sustain  the  charge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  examining 
judge;  or  magistrate  to  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  executive  author- 
itj^,  that  a  warrant  may  issue  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitive.  The 
expense  of  such  apprehension  and  delivery  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed 
by  the  party  who  makes  the  requisition  and  receives  the  fugitive. 

Article  XV. 

So  soon  as  steam  or  other  mail  packets  under  the  flag  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  vshall  have  commenced  running  between  their  re- 
spective ports  of  entry,  the  contracting  parties  agree  to  receive  at  the 
post-offices  of  those  ports  all  mailable  matter,  and  to  forward  it  as 
directed,  the  destination  being  to  some  regular  post-oflice  of  eitlier 
country,  charging  thereui)on  the  regular  postal  rates  as  established  by 
law  in  the  territories  of  either  party  receiving  said  mailable  matter,  in 
addition  to  the  original  postage  of  the  office  whence  the  mail  was  sent. 
Mails  for  the  United  States  sliall  be  made  up  at  regular  intervals  at 
the  Hawaiian  post  office,  and  dispatched  to  ports  of  the  United  States, 
the  postmasters  at  which  ports  shall  open  the  same,  and  forward  the 
inclosed  matter  as  directed,  crediting  the  Hawaiian  Government  with 
their  postage  as  established  by  law,  and  stamped  upon  each  manuscript 
or  printed  sheet. 

All  mailable  matter  destined  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  the  several  post-offices  in  the  United  States  and  forwarded 
to  San  Francisco,  or  other  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United 
States,  whence  the  postmasters  shall  dispatch  it  by  the  regular  mail 
packets  to  Honolulu,  the  Hawaiian  Government  agreeing  on  their  part 
to  receive  and  collect  lor  and  credit  the  Post-Office  Department  of  the 
United  States  with  the  United  States'  rates  charged  thereupon.  It 
shall  be  optional  to  prepay  the  postage  on  letters  in  either  country, 
but  postage  on  printed  sheets  and  new  spapers  shall,  in  all  cases,  be 
prepaid.     The  respective  Post-Office  Departments  of  the  contracting 
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parties  shall  in  tlieir  accounts,  wLicli  are  to  be  adjusted  annaally,  be 
credited  Avitk  all  dead  letters  returned. 

Article  XYI. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  in  force  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  and  further,  until  the  end  of 
twelve  months  after  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  have  given 
notice  to  the  other  of  its  intention  to  terminate  the  same,  each  of  the 
said  contracting  parties  reserving  to  itself  the  right  of  giving  such  no- 
tice at  the  end  of  the  said  term  often  years  or  at  any  subsequent  term. 

Any  citizen  or  subject  of  either  party  infringing  the  articles  of  this 
treaty  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  same,  and  the  harmony  and 
good  corresioondence  between  the  two  Governments  shall  not  be  inter- 
rupted thereby,  each  party  engaging  in  no  way  to  protect  the  offender 
or  sanction  such  violation. 

Article  XVII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
of  the  said  States,  and  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Isl- 
ands, by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council  of  state,  and  the  rati- 
fication shall  be  exchanged  at  Honolulu  within  eighteen  months  from 
the  date  of  its  signature,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the 
same  in  triplicate  and  have  thereto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Washington,  in  the  English  language,  the  twentieth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

John  M.  Clayton,  [seal.] 

James  Jackson  Jarves.  [seal.] 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  ratified  on  both  parts  and 
the  respective  ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  Honolulu  on 
the  24th  day  of  August  last,  by  Charles  Bunker,  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Lahaina,  and  R.  C.  Wjdlie,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on  the  part  of  their  respec- 
tive governments: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Millard  Fillmore,  President  of  the 
United  States,  have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public,  to  the 
end  that  the  same,  and  every  article  and  clause  thereof,  may  be  ob- 
served and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citi- 
zens thereof. 

In  Avitness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  9th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1850,  and  of  the  Indei)endence  of  the  United  States 
the  seventy-fifth. 

iL.  S.]  MiLLAKD  PlLLMOKE. 

^y  the  President: 
W.  S.  Derrick, 

Actiiuj  ISecretary  of  State^ 
S.  Ex,  77 G 
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Mr.  (/'.  J\  Jiuhl  and  .)fr.  J<(mes  J.  Jarrcs  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

Washington,  May  30^  1850, 

Sir:  We  have  tlie  lioiior  to  in<l()so  for  your  i>erusal  c'o])ies  ol  certaiu 
(lociiinents  relativi' to  the  lati*  (lilliculties  which  liave  arisou  between 
the  liovoriiineiits  of  France  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Nos.  17,  IS,  and  !!>  relate  to  an  application  to  the  (lovernnient  of  Her 
l^ritannic  Majesty  in  order  to  obtain  tlieir  good  oHices  in  the  adjust- 
nieiit  of  the  points  at  issue.  Nos.  20  and  21  relate  to  a  new  treaty  with 
France. 

From  these  you  will  perceive*  that  the  IJritish  (loverniucnt  liave  con- 
sented to  use  their  good  (dlices  in  favor  of  our  (lOvernnient.  We  are 
instructed  to  recjuest  the  friendly  interjHKsition  of  the  United  States 
towards  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  dilliculties  with  l''rance,  and  we 
invite  the  cooperation  of  your  excellency,  parti(;ularly  with  referen<;e 
to  the  adoption  by  both  England  and  France  of  treaties  similar  to  that 
negotiated  by  the  United  States.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  liis 
Hawaiian  Majesty  that  the  United  States  beiiome  party  to  an  arrange- 
ment with  those  two  ])owers  to  secure  his  neutrality  in  all  wars  and 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  any  future  difficulty  which  may  arise  be- 
tween the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  either  of  the  three  powers  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  other  two. 

Trusting  that  our  communication  may  meet  with  a  favorable  con- 
sideration, we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 

G.   P.   JUDD, 
JA3IES  J.  JAEVES. 

[Inclosures  not  found  with  note.] 


Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Jndd  and  Mr.  Jarves. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  5,  1850, 
To  Messrs.  G.  P.  Judd  and  Jaivies  J.  Jarves, 

Washington : 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  with  the  accom])anying  documents,  relative  to 
the  ditlerence  between  His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  Government  and  tlie 
Government  of  Fiance,  growing  out  of  certain  i)roceedings  of  the  late 
consul-general  of  France  and  of  the  naval  commander  of  that  Republic 
at  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Your  note  has  been  su])mitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent, who  has  directed  me  to  state,  in  leply,  that  as  tlie  United  States 
have  strong  motives  both  of  sympathy  and  interest  for  desiring  that 
His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  Government  should  be  upon  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  all  others  and  especially  with  those  of  powerful  commercial 
States,  he  ardently  hopes  that  the  misunderstanding  adverted  to  may 
be  adjusted  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the  parties,  and  will  cheer- 
fully do  anything  in  his  power,  compatible  with  the  cardinal  policy  of 
this  Government,  to  bring  about  that  desirable  result.  An  instruction 
will  accordingly  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Kives,  the  United  States  minister 
at  Paris,  directing  him  to  employ  his  good  offices,  either  separately  or 
in  conjunction  with  the  British  minister,  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 


HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS.  83 

dating  the  dispute  between  His  Hawaiian  Majesty\s  Government  and 
tLat  of  France. 

The  desire  whicli  you  express  in  behalf  of  His  Hawaiian  Majesty  that 
the  United  States  shouhl  become  a  party  to  an  arrangement  with  Great 
Britain  and  France  to  secure  His  Majesty's  neutrality  in  all  wars  and 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  any  future  difficulty  which  may  arise  be- 
tween the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  either  of  the  three  powers,  by  a  ref- 
erence to  the  other  two,  shall  be  taken  into  respectful  consideration. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  gentlemen,  to  offer  to  you  the  assurance 
of  my  very  high  regard. 

John  M.  Clayton. 


Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Rives. 

'No.  15.]  DEPART3IENT   OF   STATE, 

Washington^  July  5,  1850, 
To  William  C.  Eives,  Esq.,  etc.: 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  and  of  the  accomi>anying  papers 
addressed  to  this  Department,  under  date  the  30th  of  May  last,  by 
Messrs.  G.  P.  Judd  and  James  Jackson  Jarves,  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
erment  as  special  commissioners  of  His  Hawaiian  Majesty,  requesting 
the  friendly  interposition  of  the  United  States  towards  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  Hawaiian  Government  and 
that  of  France.  A  copy  of  my  answer  to  the  ax)plication  is  also 
inclosed. 

It  certainly  is  very  desirable  that  the  relations  between  France  and 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  should  be  of  an  amicable  character.  We  desire 
that  those  islands  should  maintain  their  indej)endence.  We  believe 
that  their  existing  government  is  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
a  sovereign  state,  and  that  if  any  of  its  acts  or  omissions  with  reference 
to  other  governments,  or  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  owing  them  alle- 
giance, have  been  of  questionable  propriety,  this  should  be  imputed  to 
the  inexperience  of  the  Hawaiian  functionaries,  and  to  the  difficulties 
arising  from  the  peculiarities  of  their  position. 

It  undoubtedly  behooves  the  gov^ernments  of  older  and  more  powerful 
states  wlio  hold  official  intercourse  with  the  Hawaiian  Government  to 
view  with  indulgence  any  delinquencies  which  they  may  commit  clearly 
resulting  from  the  causes  just  indicated.  The  occasion  is  not  considered 
to  call  for  an  expression  of  an  opinion  by  this  Department  in  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  controversy  between  the  French  and  the  Hawaiian 
authorities.  The  Department,  howeser,  will  not  hesitate  to  express 
its  beliet  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  convictions  of  the  French 
oflicers  as  to  the  justice  of  their  cause,  the  measures  adoi)ted  to  obtain 
redress  were  unnecessarily  harsh.  It  is  ho])ed  that  this  will  ultimately 
be  the  conclusion  of  the  French  Government  itself;  and  that,  in  tluit 
event,  it  will  make  such  amemls  to  the  Hawaiian  Government  as  a  great 
and  magnanimous  nation  can  not  fail  to  consider  as  due  in  such  case  to 
a  feeble  and  injured  state. 

The  Dei)artinent  will  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  French  have  any 
intention  to  adopt,  with  relcience  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  same 
])olicy  which  they  have  ]nirsucd  in  regard  to  Tahiti.  If,  however,  iii 
your  judgment  it  should  l>e  warranted  by  circumstances,  you  may  take 
a  proper  opportunity  to  intimate  to  the  minister  for  foreigu  affairs  of 
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I'laiH't' dial  iIm*  situation  of  tlu'  Saiidwicli  Islands,  in  respect  to  our 
l)ossi'ssions  on  tljc  Pacitic.  anl  tlic  ])on(ls  roninnTcial  and  of  otlier  de- 
scriptions bet\v<'cn  tliein  and  tin*  Tnited  States,  are  sneli  tliat  we  eoiild 
never  with  indilVerenee  allow  them  to  ])jiss  under  the  dominion  or  ex- 
rlusive  e<Mitrol  of  any  otlier  p(»w«'r.  We  do  not  ourselves  covet  80v- 
erei;rnt\  over  tluin.  We  wonld  be  content  that  they  should  remain 
under  tlicir  i)rcs('nt  rulers,  who,  wc  believe,  are  disi)Osed  to  be  just  and 
ini])arfial  in  tlieir  dealin«rs  with  all  nations. 

The  President  is  not  iuei)are(l  to  comply  w  ith  the  rerjuest  of  Messrs. 
.Tudd  aud  .larv<'s,  that  the  United  States  should  become  a  party  io  an 
anaii;:c'meiit  with  ICn^land  and  France  to  secure  the  neutiality  of  the 
Hawaiian  (lo\ crninent  in  all  wars,  and  to  ]>r(>vide  for  the  adjustment 
of  any  future  misunderstandin*:^  between  tliat  Government  and  either 
of  the  three  by  a  reference  to  the  other  two.  But  although  a  fcu-mal 
treaty  for  these  purposes  would  be  too  little  in  consonance  with  our 
usual  policy  to  be  entered  into  without  great  deliberation,  our  interests 
involved  in  tlie  indei)en(lence  of  tlie  Sandwich  Ishnids  are  of  suflicient 
iniijortauce  to  recpiire  aud  warrant  us  in  adojitiug  other  measures  for 
1  he  puri)ose  of  restoring  and  jueserving  harmony  between  their  Govern- 
ment aud  that  of  either  England  or  France.  The  President  conse- 
(pieutly  hopes  for  the  best  results  from  your  zealous,  yet  prudent,  en- 
(leavois  toward  a  satisfactory  accommodation  of  the  dispute  which  is 
the  immediate  occasion  of  this  dispatch. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Clayton. 


Mr.  W.  C.  lUvcH  to  Mr.  Webster, 

No.  40.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

rariSj  September  1^\  1S50. 
Sir:  I  omitted  in  my  last  <lispatch  to  acknowledge  tiie  receipt  of 
dispatch  No.  l."ifrom  the  State  I)ei>artment,  addiessed  to  me  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  and  which  was  not  received  here  until  1  had  left  Paris 
on  my  recent  excursion.  I  shall  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  it  com- 
mits to  me  profit  of  the  first  occasion  which  may  seem  suitable  and 
])roi>er  to  bring  the  views  aud  considerations  it  suggests  to  the  aid  of 
an  amicable  adjustmentofthedilliculties between  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  this  Government,  without  intruding  officiously  or  offensively  in  the 
controversy  between  the  parties.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  left 
here  ten  or  twelve  days  ago  to  accompany  the  President  in  his  visit 
to  Cherbourg  and  some  of  the  neighboring  departments,  and  is  not  <5X- 
pected  back  for  several  days  yet  to  come.  I  have  therefore  had  no 
op])ortunity  of  personal  communication  with  him  since  my  return  to 
Paris. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


W.  C.  Eives. 


We,  Kamehameha  III,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
King:  By  and  with  the  advice  of  our  kuhina  nui  and  counsellors  of 
native  chiefs,  finding  our  relations  with  France  so  oppressive  to  my 
Kingdom,  so  inconsistent  with  its  rights  as  an  independent  State,  and 
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SO  obstructive  of  all  our  endeavors  to  administer  the  government  of 
our  islands  with  equal  justice  witli  all  nations  and  equal  independence 
of  all  foreign  control,  and  despairing  of  equity  aud  justice  from  France, 
hereby  proclaim  as  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  all  our  islands  and 
all  our  rights  as  sovereign  over  them  are  from  the  date  hereot  placed 
under  the  protection  and  safeguard  of  the  United  States  of  America 
until  some  arrangements  can  be  made  to  place  our  said  relations  with 
France  upon  a  footing  compatible  with  my  rights  as  an  independent 
sovereign  under  the  laws  of  nations  and  compatible  with  my  treaty  en- 
gageinents  with  other  foreign  nations;  or,  if  such  arrangements  be 
found  impracticable,  then  is  our  wish  and  pleasure  that  the  protection 
aforesaid  under  the  United  States  of  America  be  perpetual. 

And  we  further  proclaim  as  aforesaid  that  from  the  date  of  publica- 
tion hereof  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  hoisted 
above  the  national  ensign  on  all  our  forts  and  places  and  vessels  navi- 
gating with  Hawaiian  registers. 

IJone  at  our  palace  at  Honolulu  this  10th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1851, 
and  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

[l.  s.]  Kamehameha. 

Keoni  Ana. 


Mr.  Severance  to  Mr.  Wehstcr. 

United  States  C o:\niissioN, 
2^0.  6.]  Honolulu^  March  11, 1851. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  yeu  yesterday  and  sent  the  letter  by  mail  in  a  vessel 
which  sails  on  Wednesday,  in  relation  to  the  negotiations  with  M. 
Perrin,  the  French  consul-general,  and  that  there  was  little  probability 
of  an  amicable  conclusion.  What  will  follow  we  can  not  tell,  but  in 
case  of  another  hostile  attack  from  the  French,  the  King,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  his  chiefs,  and  I  believe  nearly  all  the  principal  officers  of 
the  Government,  have  it  in  contemplation  to  take  down  the  Hawaiian 
flag  and  run  up  tliat  of  the  United  States.  Thej^  contemplate  annexa- 
tion to  our  Kepublic,  and  have  already  consulted  me  about  it.  They 
would  prefer  a  guaranty  of  protect  ion  from  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  have  consulted  with  Gen.  Miller,  the  British  consul-general 
here.  He  gives  them  no  satisfaxition,  having  written  to  his  Govern- 
ment on  the  same  topic  before  and  received  no  reply.  He  is  bound  by 
the  joint  declaration  of  1843,  that  Great  Britain  shall  not  take  posses- 
sion, either  as  a  protectorate  or  otherwise.  '^ 

There  is  considerable  British  interest  here.  Formerly  the  King  and 
chiefs  put  great  reliance  on  the  protection  of  England,  which  was 
promised  verbally  to  Liholiho,  the  immediate  i)redecess()r  of  the  piesent 
King,  when  lie  visited  England  with  several  of  his  chiefs.  William  IV 
was  then  on  the  British  throne,  I  believe;  but  since  then  they  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  with  Mr.  Charlton,  the  British  consul,  and 
some  with  Gen.  Miller,  the  present  consul.  So  they  have  also  with  my 
predecessors,  Brown  and  Ten  Eyck ;  yet  the  American  ititerest,  nussion- 
ary,  mercantile,  and  otherwise,  is  altogether  paramount. 

The  popular  representative  Ixxly  recently  elected  by  native  votes  is 
for  the  most  part  comi)()sed  of  natives  of  the  United  States,  and  so  is 
the  executive  part  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  judiciary,  at  least 
iu  the  high  courts.    The  other  bran(;h  of  the  legislature  is  composed  of 
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:i  rouFicil  ot  ii;in\«>  <'hirts,  ri'tiiiiiin;;  so  far  tlicir  aiicirnt  ])rivil('<i«.s. 
Diiriii;;  tlu'  last  voar  or  two  llinr  lias  hctMi  a  coiisidcraljlc  iiimii«i!atioii 
IVoiii  Siiliiey,  but  not  an  iiitlucntial  or  desirable  population.  Tbree- 
lourtljs,  jit  least,  of  the  business  done  lien'  is  by  AnieiieauK,  and  they 
already  own  nnieh  of  tluMcal  estate.  The  supu*  i>lanteis  are  nearly  all 
Anierieaus,  and  hav«'  a  strong  interest  in  annexation  to  the  United 
States,  as  in  that  evi'ut  they  will  supply  our  Paeilie  coast  with  su;::ar 
at  an  advanta<ie  of  M)  \n'v  cent  over  all  other  suj;ais  from  the  Kast 
Indies  or  elsewiiere.  The  subject  of  annexation  is  here  often  hinted  at, 
and  sonietinu's  freely  diseussed  in  i)rivate;  but  it  is  known  only  to  a 
very  few  that  the  \s^in^  ami  his  (Government  have  the  matter  nndt'r 
consideration.  If  tlu'  aeti(Ui  of  the  French  should  i)recii)itate  a  move- 
ment here,  1  shall  be  called  on,  ])erhai)s,  to  jwotect  the  American  lla'^-. 
1  was  indeed  reciuested  to  ^^o  and  see  the  Kinj;-  on  Monday  nijrht,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  council  to  ;L;ive  him  assurance  of  protection 
should  he  raise  the  American  tla^  instead  of  his  own;  but  I  preferred 
to  keej)  away,  so  as  to  avoid  all  a])])earance  of  intri<»ue  to  brin<?  about  a 
result  which,  however  desirable,  and  as  many  believe  ultimately  inevi- 
table, must  still  be  attended  with  diniculties  and  embarrassments.  It 
was  a  week  betbre  this  that  I  was  api)lied  to  by  the  Kin.u'  to  prevent 
the  sailin<;"  of  the  VundaUa^  as  was  contemjdated  by  Cai)t.  (^lardner.  It 
was  his  wish  to  ^o  on  Saturday  last.  The  letters  of  the  premier,  min- 
ister of  the  interior,  and  vice-regent  will  be  founcj  on  sheet  annex<'d, 
marked  A. 

To  the  letter  of  the  regent  I  replied  as  on  sheet  marked  B.  I  then 
addressed  a  letter  to  Capt.  Gardiner,  after  first  having  a  free  confer- 
ence with  him  and  with  Mr.  Allen,  the  American  consul.  The  letter 
is  nuirked  C.     To  this  Cai)t.  Gardiner  replied  as  marked  D. 

Capt.  Oosnier,  commander  of  the  iScrictise,  api)ears  to  be  a  very 
worthy  man  and  takes  no  part  in  the  controversy,  as  far  as  known,  lie 
can  not  speak  English.  1  can  not  yet  believe  ^Mi-.  Perrin  will  lequire 
him  to  couimence  war  or  reprisals,  or  even  blockade.  1  am,  however,  in 
the  highest  degree  anxious  to  have  your  instnuitions  how  far  1  may  go 
in  protecting  tlu^  Ameri<'an  tiag  if  it  shall  be  raised  here.  There  will 
be  no  lack  of  volunteers  to  defend  it  on  shore,  and  a  host  will  soon  rush 
here  from  Calilbrnia  to  u})hold  the  stars  and  stripes.  But  then  if  the 
French  should  tire  upon  the  town  from  the  corvette,  might  not  Capt. 
Gardiner  interpose  to  protect  American  property  which  is  to  be  found 
on  both  sides  of  every  street  in  town,  and  all  along  the  wharves  if 
Un<ler  the  circumstances  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  this  oi)inion,  but  it 
reijuires  very  serious  reflection.  I  hoi)c  no  outbreak  may  change  the 
pi^ent  state  of  things  till  1  can  hear  from  you  and  know  how  far  I  can 
b^ustified  in  calling  upon  a  volunteer  force  or  any  of  our  vessels  (►f 
war  to  defend  the  American  flag  should  it  be  raised  here  by  the  con- 
sent or  desire  of  the  existing  Government. 

The  t^er  if  use  may  now"  go  away  without  committing  any  act  of  hos- 
tility, but  the  difliculties  are  not  settled.  The  French  may  return  with 
a  larger  force.  They  have  more  ships  of  w^'ir  in  the  Pacitic — one  frigate 
and  a  brig,  I  believe.  The  natives  look  upon  them  as  enemicf*,  and  if 
they  come  again  on  a  like  errand  we  shall  be  again  appealed  to  for  pro- 
tection and  the  subject  of  annexation  will  come  up  again  w  itli  added 
force. 

I  hope  the  exigency  will  not  arrive  till  after  I  have  heard  from  you, 
as  I  greatly  fear  my  inclination  may  lead  me  to  transcend  my  authority. 
Meantime  I  shall  endeavor  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the  King,  the 
chiefs,  and  the  cabinet.     Of  the  latter,  John  Young,  minister  of  the  in- 
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terior,  ivS  the  son  of  an  Englishman  by  a  native  woman.  Mr.  Wylie, 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  is  a  Scotchman,  liberal  and  learned.  Dr. 
Jndd,  minister  of  finance,  is  from  New  York;  so  is  the  chief  justice, 
W.  L.  Lee;  and  so  is  Mr.  Bishop,  the  collector-general,  who  boards  at 
the  same  table  with  me.  Mr.  Bates,  the  attorney- general,  is  from 
Michigan.  Mr.  Armstrong,  minister  of  public  instruction,  is  from 
Pennsylvania;  Judge  Andrews  is  from  Ohio.  These  Americans  are 
now  Hawaiian  subjects,  but  they  retain  their  afl'ection  for  their  native 
land. 

Wednesday,  March  12, 

The  King,  his  chiefs,  and  ministers,  had  a  consultation  at  the  palace 
on  Monday  night,  and  again  on  Tuesday  night.  It  was  the  desire  of 
the  chiefs  to  appeal  to  Gen.  Miller  for  British  protection.  This  was 
promised  them  verbally  by  William  lY,  when  they  were  in  England. 
They  have  never  forgotten  it;  but  the  general  gave  them  no  promises. 
At  the  same  time  he  cautioned  them  against  transferring  their  author- 
ity to  any  other  i)ower,  evidently  meaning  the  United  States.  I  find 
he  is  beginning  to  be  a  little  jealous  of  us.  They  say  he  com])lains  of 
the  partiality  of  the  Government  to  Americans.  He  breakfasted  with  M. 
Perrin  a  few  days  ago,  and  though  he  declares  the  French  demands  pre- 
posterous, he  still  seems  little  disposed  to  do  much  to  oppose  them. 
Perrin  will  doubtless  inflame  his  jealousy  of  us  as  much  as  possible. 
Already  I  hear  through  a  French  channel  that  Perrin  has  no  fear  of 
England  in  this  business.  They  both  see  that  the  natural  tendency 
of  events  will  be  to  thoroughly  Americanize  the  islands,  a  ])rocess 
which  will  go  on  more  rapidly  when  we  get  a  steam  communication 
with  San  Francisco. 

The  tone  of  the  California  newspapers  just  received,  too,  will  quicken 
these  jealousies  and  apprehensions,  if  they  are  felt.  But  what  is  most 
important  for  you  to  know  is  that  a  paj^er  has  actually  been  drawn  up 
and  executed  transferring  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  Islands  to  the 
United  States  with  the  design  of  having  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
above  the  Hawaiian.  This  is  only  to  be  used  in  case  of  hostilities  by 
the  French;  otherwise  to  be  a  dead  letter.  I  am  not  committed  to  this 
proceeding  by  any  writing,  nor  have  I  been  present,  but  have  my  in- 
formation from  one  who  was  presont.  The  most  I  have  said  in  private 
conversation  is,  that  if  the  King  cedes  the  islands  to  the  United  States 
and  puts  up  the  American  flag,  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  protect  it  for 
the  time  being,  until  the  pleasure  of  my  Government  shall  be  known. 
Leaning  upon  us  as  they  do,  and  sympathizing  with  them  under  aggra- 
vated wrongs  and  repeated  insults,  I  could  not  tell  them  we  shoukl  re- 
ject their  profl'ered  allegiance,  and  stand  passive  while  they,  with  the 
American  flag  in  their  hands,  should  be  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
French.  If  in  this  I  have  said  too  much,  I  am  willing  to  be  sacriliced 
if  I  can  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  ultimate  favorable  results. 

The  Falmouth  is  expected  here  shortly,  and  1  am  in  hopes  that  when 
the  news  of  difficulties  here  reaches  Com.  McAuley  he  will  come  hero 
with  the  Rarltan.  There  ought  to  be  an  American  ship-of-war  here  most 
of  the  time;  its  presence  will  have  a  salutary  efl'ect  in  i)reventing  mis- 
chief. The  English  have  had  none  here  for  some  time.  The  Wkiy  of 
disturbances  here  operates  injuriously  upon  our  commerce,  checks  em- 
igrati(m  hither,  and  retards  the  purchase  of  lands  here  by  Americans. 

You  will  get  a  pretty  accurate  view  of  these  islands,  their  resources, 
and  their  ])olitics,  from  Mr.  Jarves'  History,  latest  edition.  Com. 
Wilkes,  and  Com.  Jones  too,  understood  the  matter  very  well. 
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W  iirii  (';ij»t.  I.:i  I'hicr  was  lnT*',  in  1S30,  \]\v  I'itfkIi  <'oiisii1  was  ,Iu1<'8 
Dudoit;  lu'  lias  n'lnaiiu'd  Imtc,  and  is  now  ;v  rosidnit  (\i'  tlu*  Island  «»t' 
Kaiii.  1  am  told  on  <;ood  antlioiity  that  lu'  says  it  was  the  intention 
of  La  IMace  to  sci/e  and  retain  tlie  islands,  and  that  in  deniandin^j  the 
8uni  of  5i<2(>,(HMK  in  defanlt  of  which  lie  wonld  take  possession,  he  luul 
no  idea  the  Kin^  eonld  raise  tlie  money,  and  was  mneh  disappointed 
when  he  did  so  hy  horiowini;  it  of  tiic  torei^n  residents.  M.  I)n(h>it 
has  now  larjie  interests  here  and  entirely  disaj)proves  the  present  con- 
(inct  of  the  French. 

The  (lovernment  here  has  long  been  harassed  by  the  continued  inter- 
ference of  foreign  eonsnls.  The  English  consuls  have  been  as  dicta- 
torial as  the  French  in  sinne  things,  especially  in  the  matter  of  land 
claims.  If  an  English  subject  had  any  sort  of  claim  to  a  piece  of  land, 
he  was  pretty  suie  to  get  through  the  interference  of  the  consul,  who 
]>aid  little  respect  to  native  courts.  Proi)erty  of  great  value  in  this 
town  was  given  to  Mr.  Charlton  by  a  decision  of  the  law  advisers  of 
the  British  crown  in  London  on  a  case  made  up  by  the  consul.  In  fact, 
the  indei)endenceof  the  Islands  has  not  been  ])ractically  acknowledged. 
The  (JoNcnimeiit  has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  every  capricious  de- 
mand which  a  l>ritish  or  French  foreign  resident  chose  to  make,  if  he 
could  get  his  consul  by  any  means  to  take  u])  his  case.  He  had  only 
to  ])oint  to  the  guns  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  the  trembling  Governnient, 
conscious  of  its  weakness,  was  forced  to  yield.  The  Government  has 
sought  guarantees  of  protection  but  has  not  obtained  them.  Mutual 
jealousy  of  each  other,  cooperating  with  more  generous  motives,  dic- 
tated the  joint  declaration  of  1843  by  England  and  France;  but  this 
does  not  secure  the  Islands  from  continued  annoyance  by  the  latter, 
and  hence  the  people  here  want  a  flag  over  them  which  will  protect 
them. 

Wednp.sday  (2  o'clock  p.  m). 
J<din  Young,  minister  of  the  interior,  and  Dr.  Gerret  P.  Judd,  minis- 
ter of  finance,  liave  just  called  on  me  at  my  oflice,  and  delivered  to  me 
a  i)a])er,  which,  after  allowing  me  to  read,  they  sealed  in  my  presence 
and  delivered  to  me  to  be  kei)t  among  the  archives  of  the  legation.  It 
contains  this  indorsement  upon  the  envelope  in  the  native  language, 
which  Dr.  Judd  translated  to  me  as  follows: 

The  Kinj;  requests  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  in  case  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  is  raised  above  the  Hawaiian,  that  he  will  open  the  inclosed  and  act 
accordingly. 

The  paper  thus  sealed  is  a  cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Islands 
to  the  United  States  by  ])roclamation  of  the  King,  to  be  held  until 
sonu'  arrangement  satisfactory  to  all  i)arties  can  be  made  consistent 
-with  the  treaty  obligations  already  existing;  and  in  case  none  such 
can  be  made,  then  the  transfer  of  sovereignty  to  be  perpetual. 

This,  of  c(mrse,  requires  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  which  I 
have  not  the  authority  to  pledge,  but  I  shall  keep  the  paper  and  be 
governed  by  circumstances.  The  most  I  can  do  is  to  accept  the  trans- 
fer provisionally  and  wait  for  the  decision  of  my  Government  there- 
upon. The  proclamation  also  authorizes  vessels  with  Hawaiian  regis- 
ters to  carry  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Judd,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Young,  assured  me  that  the  King 
and  his  chosen  and  constitutional  advisers  were  unanimous  in  agreeing 
to  the  course  they  had  taken. 
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March  16. 

I  under  stand  from  Mr.  Wyllie  this  morning,  that  M.  Perrin  has 
returned  to  him  the  copy  of  my  letter  setting  forth  the  claim  of  Ladd  & 
Co.  for  violation  of  the  La  Place  treaty,  deeming  it  to  contain  an  offen- 
sive imputation  on  La  Place,  and  also  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Bates  and  myself  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of  1840.  You  will  havehere- 
witli  copies  of  the  correspondence  so  returned,  and  judge  whether  I  have 
transgressed  the  rules  of  diplomatic  decorum. 

In  relation  to  the  La  Place  treaty  I  have  stated  the  literal  truth.  It 
was  extorted  at  the  mouth  of  cannon,  and  the  world  ought  to  know  it, 
if  it  does  not  already.  The  official  correspondence  at  the  time  demon- 
strates this,  and  M.  Perrin  can  not  deny  ifc.  Perhaps  he  takes  this  course 
to  evade  a  demand  which  he  can  not  meet  by  argument,  for  he  has  him- 
self admitted  that  the  La  Place  treaty  was  in  force  from  1839  to  1846. 

I  learned  last  night  from  undoubted  authority  (an  American  resident 
who  has  long  been  opposed  to  the  Government  here)  that  the  few  French 
and  English  residents  here  are  trying  to  get  up  another  opposition 
paper  in  place  of  one  recently  stopped  for  want  of  support.  Tlie  pro- 
posed editor  is  an  Englishman;  the  prospectus  which  has  been  pri- 
vately circulated  denounces  the  missionaries  and  the  Government. 
Funds  will  probably  be  raised  and  the  paper  started.  You  are  aware 
that  many  Americans  who  hate  the  missionaries  for  reasons  you  no 
doubt  understand  and  hate  the  Government  for  the  same  and  other 
reasons  have  heretofore  fallen  into  the  ox)position,  but  they  have  no 
intention  of  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  British  or  French  leaders, 
and  when  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be  raised  every  man  of 
them  will  rally  under  it.  The  restraining  moral  and  religious  influence 
of  the  missionaries  is  odious  to  many  here,  and  this  is  inflamed  by  for- 
eigners who  see  that  these  missionaries  are  all  Americans,  and  con- 
versing as  tbey  do  in  the  native  language  and  mingling  with  the  na- 
tives have  a  powerful  influence  over  them.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  the  officers  of  the  Government.  They  are  now  all  with  us,  and  we 
must  keep  them  so.     It  has  been  otherwise. 

I  refer  to  the  nature  of  the  American  opi)osition  to  the  Govornmont 
here  to  let  you  see  clearly  what  elements  British  or  French  iniluences 
have  to  work  upon.  But  these  will  be  swept  away  in  a  moment  when 
the  question  lies  between  an  American  and  some  other  foreign  flag.  Ft 
must  be  remarked,  too,  that  the  number  opposed  to  the  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  licentiousness  and  drunkenness  is  being  constantly 
diminished  comparatively  by  the  arrival  of  merchants,  agricultnrists, 
and  others  with  their  families,  giving  a  constantly  improved  tone  to 
society,  which  is  now  very  good  in  Honolulu. 

Monday,  March  77. 

This  is  the  King's  birthday.  Flags  are  displayed  in  all  directions. 
The  King  has  a  levee  to-night. 

The  importeis  of  foreign  goods  here  may  not  like  to  substitute  the 
American  taiitt'  for  the  Hawaiian,  but  then  there  will  be  ami)le  compen- 
sation in  having  free  trade  with  oni'  i);irt  of  the  continent,  and  ;>()  ])ov 
cent  protection  on  sngar.  i^.ven  now  there  is  a  greater  amonnt  ol'  goods 
imported  from  the  United  States  than  from  all  the  woihl  beside.  The 
5  pel-  cent  will  be  vSaved  on  this.  Tln^  natural  markt^ts  of  these  islands 
are  along  the  I*aciflc  American  coast,  while  the  imports  will  come  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  but  being  ehiefly  from  the  United  States  will 
pay  no  duties. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  part  of  the  design  of  the  new  paper  to  attempt  to 


00  HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS. 

control  tlMM'lcrtioiis  to  tin*  Ie;jislativo  Ixxly.  At  tho  last  olorlimi  l)i. 
h*o<»k<',  one  of  tlic  succcsstnl  caiwliclatcs,  an  10ii«;lisliinan  ami  not  a 
('atlioli<',  received  «'\  01  y  Catholic  V(>t<'.  tlic  tickets  for  him  Ijcin;;  marked 
with  a  cross.  If  there  should  Ix'  an  attemj)!  to  unite  tlu'.  Kurojjean  and 
Catholic  interests  in  the  ele<'tions,  it  will  hrinjiall  the  Americans  to  act 
together  and  they  will  carry  all  the  chiefs  and  nine  tenths  of  the  na- 
tive votes  with  them.  We  l<»ok  to  the  Ic^^islative  body  to  sanction  and 
contirm  the  action  of  the  Kiiifj  and  the  <'hiefs.  I  hold  it  to  be  i)retty 
certain  tlu^  native  Government  can  not  last  loufj.  The  Kin^r's  health 
is  precarious;  he  is  not  so  temperate  as  he  ou^dit  to  be,  and  the,  ])rinee, 
heir  apj)arent,  is  unfortunately  <iettin«r  into  the  same  way.  They  are 
HOW  under  *xtH){\  restrainin;,^  intluences,  but  they,  are  often  tempted  by 
wine  and  tiattery  to  discard  their  Turitanical  advisers  and  maintain 
their  royal  i)rerogatives.  It  is  almost  a  marvel  that  they  have  resisted 
these  seductions  so  w^ell  as  they  have;  but  they  have  some  chiefs  in 
their  council  who  are  very  wise  aiul  cautious  men. 

As  to  the  importance  of  these  islands  to  our  commerce  I  need  say 
nothing  to  you.  This  town  must  be  a  great  depot  for  coal  for  the 
steamers  to  China  and  of  su])])lies  for  the  whaling  tleet.  But  besides 
this  the  islands  have  great  agricultural  capacities.  I  have  before  me 
the  tirst  volume  of  the  tianslations  of  the  Ilawaiian  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety, of  which  I  have  become  a  member.  Among  the  i)apers  is  an. 
address  of  H.  M.  Whitney,  who  has  long  been  a  resident  of  the  islands. 
He  estimates  that  there  aie  2ii4,()()0  acres  of  sugar  lands,  and  twice 
that  number  of  acres  of  tillable  lands.  Calculating  sugar  at  <>  cents 
per  pound,  he  says  the  annual  produce  of  the  lands  would  be  no  less 
than  827,000,000.     He  puts  down  the  probable  exports  thus: 

From  the  ])rodure  of  soil .$20,250,000 

From  hi«h'8,  tallow,  aud  beef 1,  87:".,  (KX) 

Butter  and  cheese 1,000,000 

Total 23,125,000 

This  may  bf  an  extravagant  estimate,  but  it  is  no  longer  doubtful 
that  tlie  islands  can  ])roduce  a  vast  amount  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  a  great 
variety  of  tropical  fruits,  precisely  such  as  are  wanted  on  our  Pacitic 
coast,  while  an  acre  of  swampy  taso  land  will  supply  half  a  dozen 
families  of  natives  with  food. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Hawaiian  Government  has  no  pu))lic 
debt,  but  lias  ])ublic  lands,  though  perha])S  the  King  and  chiefs  own 
the  greater  j>art  of  the  vacant  lands  in  their  individual  rights.  Th(i 
public  funds  have  been  very  carefully  managed,  much  better  probably 
than  they  would  have  been  had  the  opposition  prevailed  upon  the  King 
to  dis(;harge  his  miinsters. 

In  the  report  of  the  minister  of  finance  of  1850  I  find  the  following 
passage : 

In  reporthig  the  state  of  the  department  of  finance  it  is  with  extreme  pleasure 
that  it  can  be  said  in  brief  to  be  out  of  debt,  and  that  the  revenue  received  has 
been  suflicieut  to  meet  the  current  exij^encies  of  the  Government  and  to  admit  the 
expeudinjr  of  a  considerable  sum  in  ])ermauent  imi)rovement8  for  the  general  i^ood. 

Entire  receipts $301,  576.  61 

Disbursements 17i),  0.34.  54 

Balance  in  favor  of  treasury 122,  542.  07 

The  whole  balance  of  assets  in  favor  of  the  treasury  is  $170,<.»81.40, 
but  deducting  the  amount  not  deemed  available  the  balance  is  $04,530.39. 
Not  many  independent  governments  stand  so  well  as  this. 
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There  are  some  claims  against  the  Government,  but  the  greater 
amount  of  them,  if  good  against  the  Government,  are  good  against 
France,  being  damages  for  nonexecution  of  the  Laplace  treaty  by 
France,  as  set  forth  in  my  No.  7,  March  3,  to  the  Hawaiian  minister  of 
foreign  relations. 

While  thus  out  of  debt  and  with  money  in  the  treasury,  there  is  also 
Government  property  to  the  value  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  ought,  I  think,  to  be  left  to  the  territory  when  formed,  as  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States  would  here  produce  more  revenue  than  the 
government  of  the  islands  would  cost  the  United  States.  Leaving  the 
lands  also  to  the  island  territorial  or  state  Government  would  still  be 
a  vast  deal  better  bargain  than  we  made  with  Texas  in  a  financial  point 
of  view. 

Maech  18. 

A  good  deal  of  powder  was  burned  yesterday  in  celebrating  the 
King's  birthday.  There  were  flags  of  all  sorts,  and  in  the  evening  the 
palace  was  crowded  by  the  representatives  of  all  nations,  except  the 
^'Palani"  (French).  So  many  white  faces  (and  especially  ladies)  were 
never  seen  there  before.     The  number  is  rai:>idly  increasing  every  year. 

After  the  comj^any  departed  the  King's  band  came  to  my  lodgings 
and  played  '^  Hail  Columbia."  I  know  not  if  there  was  a  special  design 
■ji  it.     The  band  is  composed  of  Germans  and  natives. 

The  white  population  of  the  islands  is  increasing;  the  native  is  dimin- 
ishing. The  commerce  with  British  possessions  in  JSTew  Zealand  and 
New  Holland  is  increasing,  as  also  with  China  and  the  East  Indies,  and 
emigrants  come  from  both  quarters.  We  want  the  steam  communica- 
tion with  San  Francisco  as  quick  as  possible.  Mr.  Kingsbury,  of  New 
York,  is  here  tr^ang  to  make  arrangements  to  put  two  steamers  on  the 
line  from  here  to  the  coast  and  also  to  go  from  one  island  to  another. 
W^ith  these  steamers  and  a  telegraph  from  San  Francisco  to  Washing- 
ton we  can  communicate  with  you  in  about  a  week;  so  I  hope  you  will 
not  object  to  a  political  connection  on  account  of  distance.  Nor  are  we 
so  far  from  the  centripetal  force  of  our  republic  as  to  be  in  danger  of 
being  thrown  off  in  a  tangent.  We  must  not  take  the  islands  in  virtue 
of  the  '^  manifest  destiny  "  principle,  but  can  we  not  accept  their  vol- 
untary offer?    W^ho  has  a  right  to  forbid  the  bans! 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  stated  before,  though  it  may  be  known  to 
you,  that  there  is  no  land  tax.  Foreigners  are  not  taxed  on  their  prop- 
erty. There  is  a  poll  tax  or  labor  tax,  but  the  revenues  are  mostly  de- 
rived from  customs,  tonnage  duties,  licenses,  harbor  dues,  stamps,  etc. 
But  roads  are  much  wanted,  and  the  making  of  most  of  them  will  be 
expensive,  from  the  mountainous  nature  of  the  country. 

TnuESDAY,  March  j20. 
From  present  appearances  the  plan  of  getting  up  an  op;  osition  paper 
here  in  the  Britisli  interest  will  fail.  So  many  Americans  belonging  to 
the  old  opposition  have  joined  in  the  project  they  will  be  sure  to  con- 
trol it.  They  have  been  put  on  their  guard  and  will  insist  on  ha\  ing 
an  American  editor.  We  can  not  yet  let  the  American  oi)i)osition  into 
our  secret,  lest  it  should  get  out.  These  Amoricans  arc  in  laM)r  of 
annexation,  but  they  liave  no  idea  the  cabinet  tliey  are  opi)osing  are 
equally  so,  and  they,  in  their  hatred  of  the  missionaries,  have  a])pa- 
rently  not  considered  how  i)owcrfnl  the  latter  may  be  in  an\'  (]uestion 
between  American  and  other  foreign  inlluen<'e  with  the  nativtvs.  The 
J*rotestant  missionaiies  are  all  Americans — all  rei)nblicans.    The  Cath 


92  HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

olic  inissi(»nari<»s  liavo  all   their  instmrtioiis  from  Homo  and  are  all 
FnMu-lniU'U — .Jesuits,  in  ]>art,  it' not  wholly. 

With  an  Ainci  ican  editor  lor  the  opposition  ])aper,  wo  ean  i>ievent 
him  funn  doin^  any  serious  niischief.  1  have  eonhded  our  secret  to 
Dr.  Kobert  W.  \\'oo<l,  on«^  of  this  old  Anieriean  oi)posi(ion  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  a  very  discreet  and  inlluential  man,  with  whom  I  have 
daily  intereourse.  lie  has  two  extensive  su^ar  plantations  and  ar- 
dently desires  annexation,  lie  now  "^oes  into  tlie  sui)i)ort  of  the  new 
paper  for  the  pur|»ns('  of  keei)in^it  in  Anieri<'aii  liands.  If  tiie  British 
interest  insist  on  eontrolling  it,  the  Americans  will  all  drop  it,  and  then 
it  will  be  powerless. 

Friday,  ^farvh  2U 

I  hear  to-day  from  members  of  the  cabinet  that  the  dilliculties  with 
M.  Perrin  are  in  i)art  settled,  or  waived,  and  in  part  referred  to  the 
French  Government  at  home,  and  that  the  Sericuse  will  soon  j^^o  away, 
leaving"  M.  Perrin  here.  A  few  days  a^o  he  increased  his  demands. 
Mr.  Wyllie  told  him  they  were  wholly  inadmissible.  He  then  intimated 
that  he  sliould  be  compelled  to  enforce  them.  ."Mr.  Wyllie  told  him  in  a 
very  si«;nilicant  manner  that  if  he  did  so  the  King's  imb'pendence 
would  be  at  an  end.  Mr.  Dudoit  had  told  him  before  that  if  he  i)ushed 
liis  (lemandst()ofar,theislands  wouldgo  into  the  possession  of  the  ('nited 
States.  Probably  he  had  the  same  intinmtion  from  other  quarters. 
]Mr.  Wyllie's  remark  and  manner  confirmed  these  intimations,  and  it  is 
probably  in  consequence  that  he  has  since  lowered  his  tone  and  evinced 
a  disposition  to  recede  as  fast  as  his  dignity  and  French  honor  will 
permit. 

The  duty  on  distilled  spirits,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Hawaiian  Chand)er  of  Conmierce  (ccmiposed  of  merchants,  chietly 
Americans),  will  be  reduced  to  $-.50;  but  tiieie  will  be  no  treaty  stipu- 
lation ab(mt  it.  It  satisfies  .M.  Perrin  for  the  present,  though  the  efiect 
will  be  to  diminish  the  inqxutation  of  French  brandy  and  increase  the 
importation  of  rum,  gin,  and  whisky. 

The  (piestion  of  indemnity  to  the  Hawaiian  Government  for  property 
destroyed,  the  King's  yacht  carried  off,  and  damages  under  the  La- 
place treaty,  is  to  be  referred  to  the  French  Government.  I  do  not 
see  that  M.  Perrin  gains  anything  whatever  by  his  mission.  When  the 
Si'rievsc  goes  away  the  Vundnlla  will  go  also,  but  1  hope  another  Ameri- 
can ship-of-war  will  soon  be  here.  The  natives  look  to  us  now  as  their 
friends  and  ])rotectors,  and  they  do  not  regard  the  matter  as  finally 
settled,  as  indeed  it  is  not.  New  demands  may  be  made  at  any  time 
and  perhaps  a  larger  armament  be  sent  to  enforce  them. 

Kow  the  (piestion  may  arise,  What  shall  I  do  with  the  King's  cession 
to  the  United  States?  Ought  I  to  retain  it  if  he  asks  for  \tl  I  think 
I  shall  not  give  it  up  till  I  hear  from  you.  We  have  a  great  interest  in 
the  islands,  and  may  as  well  hold  the  paper  as  security  jigainst  a 
cession  to  any  other  ])()wer.  We  should  not  enforce  it  against  the  will 
of  the  King  and  his  chiefs,  but  his  health  is  precarious,  and  su(;h  are  the 
habits  of  his  appointed  successor  there  is  no  knowing  whom  he  may 
choose  for  his  constitutional  advisers.  He  may  be  w^eary  of  the  moral 
restraints  imposed  upon  him  now  and  throw  himself  into  the  arms  of 
some  interest  altogether  hostile  to  us.  In  that  event  the  paper  I  hold 
may  have  its  use.  I  want  your  instructions  before  any  new  difficulties 
arise. 

Oapt.  Gardiner,  of  the  Vandalia^  will  take  this  letter  and  forward  it 
to  you  by  some  trusty  hand. 
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I  dine  with  Gen.  Miller,  the  British  consul-general  for  the  Pacific 
islands,  this  afternoon,  and  may  be  able  to  pick  up  some  information. 
I  now  close  this  letter,  but  shall  write  further  by  the  same  convey- 
ance.    I  have  written  this  as  altogether  confidential. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Luther  Severance. 


Mr.  Wehster  to  Mr.  Rives. 

No.  28.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  19,  1851. 
William  0.  Eives,  Esq.,  etc. : 

Sir  :  In  the  dispatch  from  this  Department  (No.  15)  of  the  5th  of 
July  last,  you  were  instructed  with  reference  to  the  application  of 
Messrs.  Gr.  P.  Judd  and  James  Jackson  Jarves,  special  commissioners 
of  the  Hawaiian  Government,  for  the  mediation  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  differences  between 
that  Government  and  the  Government  of  France.  In  your  dispatch 
(No.  49)  of  the  12th  of  September,  you  stated  that  you  would  avail  your- 
self of  the  first  suitable  occasion  towards  bringing  about  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  controversy.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  you  have 
not  since  mentioned  the  subject. 

It  appears  from  the  accompanying  letters  addressed  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  to  the  Eev.  Eufus  Anderson  by  Mr.  Judd,  from  Panama,  that 
the  French  Government  declined  to  accept  the  m.ediation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  and  dispatched  an  agent  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  whom  Mr.  Judd  met  at  Panama,  waiting  for  tlie  arrival  of 
an  armed  force  from  Callao,  with  which  he  intended  to  proceed  to  the 
islands  for  hostile  i)urposes.  The  public  journals  have  since  announced 
that  he  had  reached  his  destination  and  had  entered  upon  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  Hawaiian  Government.  This  intelligence  has  given  the 
President  much  pain.  It  has  also  alarmed  the  American  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, whose  corresponding  secretary  visited  this  city  last  autumn, 
brought  with  him  the  letter  from  Mr.  Judd  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson 
above  referred  to,  and  made  application  for  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States  to  be  sent  to  the  islands  for  the  protection  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  missionaries  there. 

Under  these  circumstances,  if  you  should  not  already  have  made  the 
French  Government  acquainted  with  the  interest  we  feel  in  the  inde- 
I)endence  of  the  islands,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  taking  that  course. 

The  i)roceedings  of  M.  Dillon  and  the  French  admiral  there  in  1841), 
so  i'Av  as  we  are  informed  resi)e(;ting  them,  seem,  both  in  their  origin 
and  in  their  nature,  to  have  been  incompatible  with  any  just  regard  lor 
the  Hawaiian  Government  as  an  independent  state.  They  can  not, 
according  to  our  impressions,  be  accounted  for  upon  any  other  hypo- 
thesis than  a  deteiinination  on  the  part  of  those  olhcers  to  humble  and 
aniiiliihite  that  Government  for  reliising  to  accede  to  demands  which, 
if  granted,  must  have  been  at  the  ex])ense  of  all  selt-resptH't  and  sub- 
stantial sovereignty.  The  further  enforcement  of  those  demands  which, 
it  ap])ears,  is  the  object  of  Mr.  l*errin's  mission,  wouldbetjintamount  to 
a.  subjugation  of  the  ishinds  to  the  dominion  of  I^'runce.  A  stej)  like 
tliis  couhl  not  fail  to  be  viewed  by  the  (Joverniuenl  and  people  of  (lie 
United  States   with    :i.  (lissMtislact  ion  which    would    I«mh1    seriously  to 
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(list ml)  niir  ('\islin;;  tViiMidly  rt'lations  with  tlic  French  riovennont. 
This  is  :i  icsult  to  be  «lrpl<»iCMi.  If,  theief'nrc.  it  should  not  hv  too  late, 
it  is  lioptMl  that  you  will  maki*  surh  icprcsciitatioiis  upon  the  subje(;t  to 
the  minister  of  fbroijrn  allairs  ol'l'rance  as  will  iinlucethat  (lovernnient 
to  desist  from  measun's  incompatible  with  the  sovereififnty  and  inde- 
l>eiideiice  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  to  makt*  amends  for  the  iwts 
whicli  the  French  agents  have  already  ccunmitted  theie  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  the  treaty  between  the  Ilawaiiau 
Government  and  l-'rance. 

1  am,  sir,  resjiect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J>ANL.  Webstee. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  nohlea  andrepreaentatives  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
in  Ufjislativc  council  asscmhledj  That,  in  the  sense  of  this  house,  the 
demands  ot  France  are  so  clearly  unjust  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nati<nis  and  to  treaty,  and  the  course  pursu«'d  by  her  so  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  a  reg:ular  independent  government  in  these 
islands;  it*  France  should  persist  in  such  a  course  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Kin<>-  to  shield  himself  and  his  kinqdom  from  insult  and  opi)res- 
siou  by  phicin«2:  this  kingdom  under  the  luotection  of  some  friendly 
state;  and  that  should  such  emergency  be  so  urfi^ent  as  not  to  admit  of 
the  lej»islative  council  being  convened,  it  shall  be  left  to  His  Majesty 
by  and  with  the  advi(;e  of  his  privy  council,  under  such  emergency,  to 
consult  the  honor  and  safety  of  his  kingdom,  according  to  His  Majesty's 
l)est  judgment;  and  that  whatever  he  may  do  will  be  binding  ui)oii 
the  nation. 

Passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  June  21,  1851. 

Wm.  L.  Lee, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Keoni  Ana, 
President  of  the  House  of  Nobles, 

Approved  by  the  King,  August  4,  1851. 

Kamehaimeha. 
Keoni  Ana. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Wehster, 

No.  95.]  YiCHY,  July  8,  1851. 

Sir:  I  received  here  three  days  ago  your  dispatch  Xo.  28. 

While  Gen.  de  la  Hitte  was  minister  of  foreign  affairs  I  had  sev- 
eral conversations  with  him  respecting  the  unhappy  differences  which 
had  arisen  between  France  and  the  Hawaiian  Government.  I  availed 
myself  of  those  occasions  to  represent  to  him  the  deep  interest  wiiich 
the  i^eojde  and  Government  of  the  United  States  feel  in  the  welfare  and 
independence  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  see 
the  cojitroversy  then  pending  brouglittoan  amicable  conclusion,  wijicdi 
sh(mld  l)e  coiisistent  alike  with  the  magnanimity  of  France  and  the 
claims  of  justice  on  both  sides.  Gen.  de  la  Hitte  ahvays  testified  the 
best  dispositions  on  the  subject,  and  I  had  reason  to  think  that  he  was 
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far  from  api^roving  in  all  tliiDgs  tlie  conduct  of  the  French  agent  in 
1849.  Since  liis  retirement  from  the  ministry  there  have  been  such 
frequent  chang-es  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  that  I  have  had 
no  suitable  opportunity  of  recurring  to  the  subject  in  the  brief  periods 
of  official  intercourse  with  the  successive  ministers  who  have  tempora- 
rily occupied  the  department;  nor  indeed  did  I  suppose  from  all  that 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  there  was  any  serious  danger  of  meas- 
ures being  pursued  which  might  compromise  the  independence  or  over- 
awe the  freedom  of  action  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  in  regard  to 
the  matters  in  dispute. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  address 
a  communication  to  the  Tninister  of  foreign  affairs,  setting  forth  plainly 
and  frankly,  but  in  a  tone  not  calculated  to  wound  the  pride  or  dignity 
of  the  French  Government,  the  A-iews  otthe  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  embodied  in  ymi  dispatch,  the  deep  interest  it  feels  in  the 
independence  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  danger  that  w^ould  con- 
sequently arise  of  an  interruption  of  the  good  understanding  now  hap- 
pily existing  betwee  i  France  and  the  United  States, if  measures  should 
be  imrsued  by  her  authority  incomi)atible  with  a  just  respect  of  that 
independence,  lo  give  the  full  effect  you  desire  to  these  re])resenta- 
tions,  it  seemed  to  me  indispensable  that  they  should  be  made  in  writ- 
ing, for,  besides  tlie  consideration  that  mere  verbal  communications 
never  have  the  weight  and  importance  that  are  attached  to  written 
ones,  a  strong  additional  reason  is  furnished  by  the  changes  of  ministry 
which  so  frequently  occur  here  for  placing  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment ot  the  United  States  on  record,  where  they  will  pass  under  the 
eyes  of  whatever  ministers  may  successively  be  called  to  conduct  the 
department  of  foreign  affViirs.  A  copy  of  the  communication  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  is  herewith  inclosed. 
I  shall  return  to  Paris  in  a  few  days,  and  if  anything  of  importance 
should  occur  in  my  interview  with  the  minister  I  will  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  communicate  it  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

W.  G.  Rives. 


Mr,  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance, 

iSTo.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  July  14,  1851, 
Luther  Severance,  Esq. : 

Sir:  Your  confidential  communications,  ISTos.  G,  7,  8,  0,  10,  and  11, 
have  been  duly  received,  submitted  to  the  President,  and  by  him  con- 
sidered. 

They  relate  to  a  subject  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  the  Uawai- 
ian  Government  and  its  citizens,  but  also  to  tlie  Unite(l  States. 

Tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  was  the  first  to  acknowledge 
the  national  existence  of  tlie  Hawaiian  (Jovernment,  and  to  treat  with  it 
as  an  independent  state.  Its  example  was  soon  followed  by  several  of 
the  Governments  of  Europe;  and  tlie  United  States,  true  to  its  treaty 
obligations,  has  in  no  case  interfered  wilh  the  Hawaiian  Government 
for  tlic]mrpose  ofoi)])osing  tlie  course  ot  its  own  indei)eii(l('nt  conduct, 
or  of  dictating  to  it  any  particular  line  of  i)oIicy.  In  acknowledging  the 
independence  of  the  islands,  and  of  the  Government  established  over 
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tbein,  it  was  not  sockin*^  to  proiiiott'  any  ix'culiiir  o])J(m(  of  its  own 
AVhat  it  (lid,  ami  all  that  it  did,  was  done  openly  in  the  face  of  day,  in 
entire  p)od  faith,  and  known  to  all  nations.  It  declared  its  real  pnr- 
pose  to  be  to  favor  the  establishment  of  a  fj:overninent  at  a  very  ini- 
l)ortant  puint  in  the  Pacilic  Ocean,  whiidi  should  be  able  to  maintain 
such  relations  >vitli  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  are  niaint«iined  between 
civilize<l  states. 

From  this  i)nrpose  it  has  never  swerved  for  a  sin^rlo  moment,  nor  is 
it  iiieliiied,  without  the  i)ressure  of  some  necessity,  to  depart  from  it 
now,  when  events  have  (M-curred  givinj^  to  the  islands  and  to  their 
intercourse  with  the  United  States  a  new  aspect  and  increased  import- 
ance. 

This  (lovernment  still  desires  to  see  the  nationality  of  the  Hawaiian 
(lovernment  maintained,  its  independent  administiation  of  public  af- 
fairs rcsjM'cted,  and  its  prosi)erity  and  reputation  increased. 

r>ut  while  thus  indisi)osed  to  exercise  any  sinister  intiuence  itself 
over  the  counsels  of  Hawaii,  or  to  overawe  the  proceedings  of  its  Gov- 
ernment by  the  menace  or  the  actual  api)lication  of  superior  military 
force,  it  expects  to  see  other  powerful  nations  act  in  tlie  same  s])irit. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  unfei<>ned  regret  that  the  I^resident  has  read  the 
correspondence  and  become  accpiainted  with  the  circumstances  <>ccur- 
rin<j:  between  the  Hawaiian  Government  and  M.  Perrin,  the  commis 
sioner  of  France  at  Honolulu. 

It  is  too  plain  to  be  denied  or  doubted  thatdemands  were  made  upon 
the  Hawaiian  (Jovernnu^nt  by  the  French  commissioner  wholly  iticon- 
sistent  with  its  character  as  an  independent  state,  demands  which 
if  submitted  to  in  this  case  w^ould  be  sure  to  be  followed  by  other  de- 
mands (Mpially  derogatory,  not  only  from  the  same  (piarter,  but  prob- 
ably also  from  other  states,  and  this  could  only  end  in  renderin^j:  the 
islands  and  their  Government  a  prey  to  the  stronger  commercial  nations 
of  the  world. 

It  can  not  be  expected  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
could  look  on  a  course  of  things  leading  to  such  a  result  with*indifl'er- 
encte. 

The  Haw^aiian  Islands  are  ten  times  nearer  to  the  United  States  than 
to  any  of  the  powers  of  lOurope.  F'ive-sixths  of  all  their  commercial 
intercourse  is  with  the  United  States,  and  these  considerations,  to 
gether  with  others  of  a  more  general  character,  have  fixed  the  course 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  pursue  in  regard  to 
them.  The  annunciation  of  this  policy  will  not  sur])rise  the  governments 
of  ]Curoi)e,  nor  be  thought  to  be  unreasonable  by  the  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  that  i)olicy  is  that  while  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  itself  faithful  to  its  origiiml  assurance,  scrupulously 
regards  the  independence  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  it  can  never  (consent 
to  see  those  islands  taken  possession  of  by  either  of  the  great  commer- 
cial ])owers  of  Euroi)e,  nor  can  it  consent  that  demands,  manifestly 
unjust  and  derogatory  and  inconsistent  with  a  bona  fide  independence, 
shall  be  enforced  against  that  Government. 

The  substan<;e  of  w  hat  is  here  said  has  already  been  intimated^ith 
sufficient  explicitness  to  the  Government  of  France,  and  we  have  che 
assurance  of  his  excellency,  M.  Sartiges,  minister  of  the  Republic  of 
France  near  the  United  States,  that  that  Government  has  no  purpose 
whatever  of  taking  possession  of  the  islands  or  of  acting  towards  them 
in  any  hostile  or  aggressive  spirit. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  French  min- 
ister here  J  another  copy  will  be  transmitted  to  Paris  j  and  another  copy 
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you  will  please  to  communicate  to  M.  Perriu,  the  French  commissioner, 
upon  the  appearance  of  any  disposition  on  his  part  or  on  the  part  of 
any  French  naval  commander  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  proceed  to  hos- 
tilities against  the  Government  of  Hawaii  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  demands  which  have  been  made  upon  it  on  the  part  of  France. 

The  Navy  Department  will  receive  instructions  to  place,  and  to  keep, 
the  naval  armament  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  such 
a  state  of  strength  and  preparation  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United  States  and  the  safety 
of  the  Govern  meat  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
I  have,  etc., 

Daniel  Webster. 


[Unnumbered.] 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Severance, 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  July  14^  1851. 

Sir:  Uiave  written  you  a  regular  official  dispatch,  setting  forth  the 
principles  of  policy  which  will  be  pursued  by  the  administration  here  in 
whatever  respects  the  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

I  now  write  you  a  letter  of  private  instructions,  made  necessary  by 
suggestions  contained  in  your  communications  by  Lieut.  Johnson. 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  to  say  that  the  war- ma  king  power  in  this 
Government  rests  entirely  with  Congress,  and  that  the  President  can 
authorize  belligerent  operations  only  in  the  cases  expressly  ijrovided 
for  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  By  these  no  power  is  given  to  the 
Executive  to  oppose  an  attack  by  one  independent  nation  on  the  pos- 
sessions of  another.  We  are  bound  to  regard  both  France  and  Hawaii 
as  independent  states,  and  equally  independent;  and  though  tlie  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  Government  might  lead  it  to  take  part  with  either  in 
a  controversy  with  the  other,  still,  if  this  interference  be  an  act  of 
hostile  force,  it  is  not  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  President, 
and  still  less  is  it  within  the  i)ower  of  any  subordinate  agent  of  Govern- 
ment, civil  or  military.  If  the  Serieuse  had  attacked  Honolulu,  and 
thereupon  the  VandaUa  had  fired  upon  the  JSerieiise,  this  last  act  would 
have  been  an  act  of  violence  against  France  not  to  be  justified,  and,  in 
fact,  if  not  disavowed  at  Washington  it  would  have  been  an  act  of 
war.  In  these  cases,  where  the  power  of  Congress  can  not  be  exer- 
cised befoiehand,  all  nuist  be  left  to  the  redress  which  that  body  may 
siibsequently  authorize.  This  you  will  constantly  bear  in  mind.  lUit, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  not  nec^essary  that  you  should  enter  into  these 
explanations  with  the  French  commissioner  or  the  French  naval  com- 
mander. 

In  my  ofli(;ial  letter  of  this  date  I  have  spoken  of  what  the  United 
States  would  do  in  certain  contingencies.  But  in  thus  speaking  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  I  do  not  mean  the  executive  ])()wer, 
but  the  Government  in  its  general  aggregate,  and  especially  t  hat  branch 
of  the  GoveiniiKMit  which  i)()ssesses  the  war-making  power.  This  dis- 
tinction you  will  (jnelully  observe,  and  you  will  neither  direct,  request, 
S.  Ex.  77 7 
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or  oiiconra-.   .,n.>  insal  ollicer  of  tlir  riiiteil  St;»M>  m  <«Miimii  i  ihjlj  lios- 
tilitics  on  FioimIi  \css<'1s  of  war, 

AtiotluM*  Iradiii^  toj)ic  in  your  cominuiiication  is  tlio  ]>roju).stMl  con- 
tiiifTfiit  surn*iHhT  l)y  the  (Jovenmirnt  of  the  islands  of  their  Hovercigiity 
to  tlie  Tnited  States  or  their  annexation  to  tliis  country. 

Tin's  is  a  very  important  (juestion,  and  one  whirh  you  will  readily  seo 
rises  above  any  l'nn(ti<»ns  witli  which  yon  arc  ciiar;4cd.  It  nniy.  iiulee<l, 
be  veiy  i)roi)cr  tor  you  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  all  others,  to  connnuni- 
eate  to  your  (lovernuHMit  whatever  the  (loverninent  to  which  you  are 
a<rrcdited  desire  to  have  so  connnunicated;  but  it  is  very  important 
that  on  a  (piestion  involvin*;  such  ileej)  interests,  both  domesti**  and 
Ibrci^i'U,  you  sliould  yourscH"  alto^ictlier  lorbear  ex))ressinjr  any  opiiiii>n 
'whatever  to  the  Hawaiian  Government.  You  will  see  by  my  otVuMal 
letter,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  communicate  to  that  Government, 
the  disposition  of  the  United  States  to  maintain  its  inde])endence: 
beyond  that  you  will  not  proceed.  The  act  of  contin^(Mit  or  conditioiuil 
surrender,  whi<li  you  mention  in  your  letter  as  havinj;  been  placed  in 
your  hands,  you  will  i)lease  to  return  to  the  Hawaiian  Government. 
In  this  case  the  Government  of  the  United  States  acts  upon  ])rincii)lc8 
of  general  policy ;  it  will  protect  its  own  riglits.  It  feels  a  deep  inteiest 
in  the  preservation  of  Hawaiian  independence,  and  all  questions  beyond 
this,  should  they  arise,  must  be  considered  and  settled  hereby  the  com- 
petent authorities. 

You  iiifoiin  us  that  many  American  citizens  have  ^jone  to  settle  in 
the  islands;  if  so,  they  have  ceased  to  be  American  citizens.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  must,  of  course,  feel  an  interest  in 
them  not  extended  to  foreigners,  but  by  thi-law  of  nations  they  have  no 
right  further  to  demand  the  protection  of  this  Government.  Whatever 
aid  or  protection  niiglit  undei'  any  circumstances  be  given  them  must 
be  given,  not  as  a  matter  of  right  on  their  part,  but  in  consistency  with 
the  general  policy  and  duty  of  the  Government  and  its  relations  mth 
friendly  ])owers. 

You  Avill  therefore  not  encourage  in  them,  nor  indeed  in  any  others, 
any  idea  ov  exjicctation  that  the  islands  will  become  annexed  to  the 
United  States.  .Vll  this,  I  repeat,  will  be  judged  of  hereafter,  as  circum- 
stances and  events  may  require,  by  the  (iovernment  at  Washington. 

I  do  not  supi)0se  there  is  any  immediate  daiigei-  of  any  new  menaces 
from  France;  still  less  of  any  actual  attack  on  the  islands  by  her  naval 
armament.  Nevertheless  you  will  keei)  us  constantly  and  accurately 
informed  of  whatever  transpires. 

Your  account  of  the  prosi)erity  of  the  islands  and  the  fiscal  condition 
of  its  Government  is  interesting,  and  you  can  be  hardly  too  full  and 
l)articular  in  such  statements. 

Mr.  Allen  is  at  present  quite  unwell  at  Boston.  As  soon  as  he  is 
able  he  will  return  to  his  j)ost.  Lieut.  Johnson  will  take  this  dispatch 
to  Panama.  If  Mr.  Allen's  illness  should  continue  for  any  length  ol 
time,  which  we  hope  may  not  be  the  case,  Lieut.  Johnson  will  be 
dii'ccted  to  return  without  him. 
1  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Daniel  Webstee. 
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Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  JVehster. 

Ko.  97.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  July  22,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  lierewitli  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  a  few  days 
ago  at  Vicliy,  ft'oin  the  minister  of  foreign  aifairs  in  answer  to  the  one 
I  addressed  to  him  on  the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  SandAvich 
islands.  You  will  observe  that  after  exj)ressing  the  ]>a infill  surprise 
my  communication  had  caused  him,  he  states  that  the  information 
which  had  been  received  in  the  United  States  respecting  the  pending 
measures  and  intentions  of  the  French  Government  towards  those 
islands,  and  on  which  your  despatch  Xo.  2%  was  founded,  is  erroneous; 
which  he  has  instructed  Monsieur  de  Sartiges  to  rectify  in  his  commu- 
nications with  you  at  AVashington,  while  he  awaits  my  return  to  Paris 
to  give  me  viva  voce  the  same  eclairclssemens  here. 

I  waited  upon  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  as  soon  as  I  returned, 
and  after  some  moments  of  conversation  on  general  toi)ics  he  entered 
upon  the  subject  of  our  recent  correspondence.  He  said  that  he  had 
been  sur^msed  and  even  pained  at  the  apparent  facility  with  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  given  credence  to  the  rumors 
which  had  reached  it  respecting  the  sux)pused  designs  of  France  toward 
the  Sandwich  Islands;  that  there  was  in  truth  no  real  foundation  for 
those  rumors;  that  the  French  Government  had  ordered  no  hostile 
demonstrations  whatever  to  sustain  M.  Perrin's  mission  to  coerce  the 
submission  of  the  islands  to  its  demands;  that  not  having  the  advan- 
tage Avhich  both  England  and  the  United  States  possessed  in  the  pres- 
ence and  controlling  influence  of  natives  of  each  of  those  countries  in 
the  Hawaiian  councils,  it  might  sometimes  find  it  necessary  to  employ 
a  more  energetic  tone  of  negotiation  than  either  of  those  powers  to  ob- 
tain an  equal  treatment  Avith  them,  but  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  might  be  assured  that  France  Avould  always  respect  the 
independence  of  these  islands,  Avhich  she  had  a  common  interest  Avith 
other  commercial  nations  in  maintaining;  and  that  nothing  was  more 
remote  from  her  Avishes  or  intentions  in  any  event  than  to  subject 
them  to  her  dominion  or  to  acquire  territorial  soA'creignty  over  them. 

I  told  Monsieur  Baroche  that  I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  com- 
municating to  you  these  explicit  and  honorable  declaraticms  on  the  part 
of  tlie  Fiench  Goverimient;  and  having  already  presented  to  him  in 
Avritingthe  views  of  the  Go\aM-nment  of  the  United  States,  as  expressed 
in  your  dispatch  of  the  19th  ultimo,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  add 
anything  further  than  to  say  that  the  rumors  Avhich  he  seemed  to  think 
had  met  Avith  too  easy  a  credence  at  AVashington,  had  come  through  a 
semiollicial  channel  which  it  Avould  have  been  ditlicult  wholly  to  dis- 
regard. 

I  Avill  take  this  occasion  to  remark  that  there  seems  to  have  been  an 
entire  misc(mception  on  the  part  of  ^Ir.  Judd  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
instructions  received  from  tlie  ])ej)artment  of  State,  in  June,  IS5(), 
res[)ecting  the; controversy  l)et\veeii  Fiance  and  the  Hawaiian  (ioveru- 
ment.  In  both  of  his  letters,  which  accompanied  your  dispatcli  No. 
28,  he  speaks  of  my  being  autliorized  to  projmse  to'  the  French  (iov- 
ernment  the  good  otiices  of  the  United  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
controversy.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  on  reference  to  the  instructions 
addi'cssed  to  me,  that,  Avithout  any  ])r<)])()sal  of  the  good  olhces  of  the 
United  Slates  for  settling  the  matters  in  dispute,  1  was  to  take  a 
*'pr()i)er  oi)])ortunity  "  in  my  intercourse  with  the  minister  of  foreign 
allau's,  ''  if  circumstances,  in   my  judgment,  should    Avarrant  it,"  to 
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intimate  to  him  tlie  docj)  intorcst  wliicli  tlio  United  States  have 
in  maintaining  tiie  independence  of  tlie  Sandwich  Islands,  and  to  em- 
l)h»y  the  other  to])ics  of  persnasive  <'onsideration  sng«ii'sted  in  those 
instructions  *' toward  a  satisfa(;tory  acconiuio(hition  of  the  disj)ute;^ 
all  of  which  was  to  be  done  with  **l)rudence,"  and  without  enteiing 
into  the  merits  of  the  controversy  Ix'tween  the  1^'rench  and  Uawaiian 
authorities,  on  which  tlie  l)ei)artment  of  State  did  not  c(Hisider  "the 
occasion  ascallin.n'  for  the  exi)ressi(>n  of  an  opinion." 

i\Iy  understandin<i-  of  these  instructions  at  the  time  was  manifested 
by  my  dispatch  No.  49,  acknowledging  their  receipt,  to  wliich  you  refer, 
aud  in  which  I  say: 

I  shall,  ill  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  they  cominit  to  me,  profit  of  the  first  occa- 
sion whif'li  may  seem  snitablo  and  proper  to  l)riu<jf  tlie  views  and  eousiderations  they 
sujij^est  to  the  aid  of  an  amieable  adjustment  of  the  diftienlties  between  the  Saiul- 
wicii  Islands  and  tliis  (Jovernment  without  intruding  ofiieially  or  ofl'ensively  in  the 
controversy  l)etween  the  parties. 

These  instructions  were  accordingly  fulfilled  in  my  conversations 
with  Gen.  de  La  llitte,  while  he  was  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  as 
stated  in  my  dispatch  No.  95,  being  persuaded  that  if  anything  further 
were  deemed  necessary,  I  should  receive  instructions  to  that  effect  as 
soon  as  the  occasion  arose  to  call  for  them.  I  was  the  more  convinced 
of  the  ])ropriety  of  not  going  beyond  the  line  of  my  original  instruc!- 
tions,  nntil  it  should  ]>lainly  become  my  duty  to  do  so,  because  I  saw 
evidences  of  an  undue  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
as  represented  here,  to  put  us  forward  in  an  invidious  and  delicate 
office  which  might  compromise  our  friendly  relations  with  France, 
when  that  Government  itself  was  particularly  required  and  called  ui)on 
by  the  joint  engagement  entered  into  by  France  and  England  on  the 
2Sth  November,  184.'),  for  the  mutual  resi)ect  of  the  indei)endence  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  take  the  iniative  on  the  occasion,  and  also  be- 
cause I  had  every  reason  to  believe  from  the  declarations  of  Gen.  de  La 
Hitte  that  there  was  no  design  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government 
to  menace  or  endanger  their  independence. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

W.  C.  KiVES. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Webster, 

No.  109.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

raris^  October  30,  1851, 

Sir:  After  disposing  of  the  particular  object  of  my  call,  Monsieur 
Viel-Castel  took  occasion  to  remark  to  me  in  a  friendly,  bnt  at  the  same 
time  very  earnest,  tone  thjit  the  (jovernment  of  the  llepublic  had  been 
very  much  annoyed  by  the  consequences,  as  it  had  been  sensibly 
wounded  by  the  manner  of  the  intervention  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  their  difficulties  with  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

He  said  that  since  the  communication  you  had  addressed  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  in  the  islands  had  been  known  there, 
the  Hawaiian  authorities  had  refused  absolutely  to  listen  to  any  of  the 
demands  of  the  French  Government,  and  made  no  other  reply  to  the 
French  consul  than  that  if  those  demands  w^ere  pressed  they  would 
immediately  put  themselves  under  the  protectorate  of  the  United 
States.    He  further  obs^a-ved  that  all  they  asked  or  wished  of  the  Ha- 
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waiian  Government  was  a  fair  and  substantially  equal  treatment  of 
their  commerce,  navigation,  and  the  religion  of  their  citizens,  rela- 
tively to  that  which  the  same  interests  of  England  and  the  United  States 
enjoyed;  that  the  French  Government  had  never  had  the  slightest 
intention  of  pursuing  any  measures  toward  the  Sandwich  Islands 
inconsistent  with  a  just  respect  of  their  independence;  that  after  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  I  had  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
in  July  last,  Monsieur  de  Sartiges  had  been  instructed  to  give  you  the 
fullest  and  most  formal  assurances  to  that  effect;  but  if  they  had 
known  at  the  time,  or  could  have  anticipated,  the  course  Avhich  was  pur- 
sued by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  matter,  the  dignity 
of  the  French  Government  would  not  have  permitted  them,  in  such 
circumstances,  to  give  the  frank  and  unreserved  explanations  which 
had  been  authorized. 

He  spoke  of  the  manner  in  which  the  interi)osition  of  the  United 
States  had  taken  place  as  being  unusual  and  wounding  (hlessante)  to 
the  dignity  of  the  French  Government,  referring,  as  I  understood  him, 
to  the  circumstance  of  a  communication  on  the  subject  being  first  ad- 
dressed to  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  and  immediately 
afterwards  made  known  by  a  circular  to  all  the  members  of  the  diplo- 
matic corps  at  Washington.  He  said  it  so  happened  that  the  first 
Information  of  the  proceeding  reached  them  through  the  English  lega- 
tion here,  which  was  very  prompt  to  communicate  it.  He  alluded, 
also,  to  the  circumstance  that  the  United  States  had  been  invited  to 
become  a  party  to  the  convention  concluded  between  France  and  Eng- 
land in  1843  for  mutually  respecting  the  independence  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  but  the  invitation  had  been  declined,  a  circumstance  which, 
he  thought,  should  protect  France  from  the  suspicion  of  having  im- 
proper designs  upon  the  independence  of  the  islands. 

Mr.  Viel-Castel  concluded  by  saying  that  in  the  position  in  which 
they  Avere  now  placed  by  the  i^roceedings  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  it  was  not  possible  they  could  ask  of  us  our  good  offices 
in  bringing  about  an  arrangement  of  their  difficulties  with  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  but  he  trusted  the  United  States  itself  would  be  prompted 
by  its  own  sense  of  justice  and  a  feeling  of  common  friendship  for  both 
parties  to  use  its  influence  with  the  Hawiian  Government  to  extend  an 
equal  treatment  in  the  spirit  of  its  treaty  obligations  to  French  inter- 
ests with  those  of  other  nations. 

I  report  to  you  without  comment  these  observations  of  M.  Viel- 
Oastel,  with  as  near  a  conforming  to  his  own  language  as  I  have  been 
able  to  attain.  You  will  best  appreciate  their  bearing  and  importance 
on  the  points  which  seemed  most  to  touch  the  susceptibility  of  the 
French  Government.  I  made  such  observations  to  him  in  reply  as, 
without  departing  from  the  position  taken  by  tlie  Government  of  the 
United  States,  weenied  best  calculated  to  exhibit  it  in  a  friendly  and 
conciliatory  aspect.  In  this  spirit  (considering  the  preservation  of  the 
ancient  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance  to  both,  and,  indeed,  to  all  mankind)  I  have  hitherto 
endeavored  to  conduct  my  official  interccmrse  with  this  Government, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  always  found  it  reciprocated  in  the 
fullest  measure  by  tlie  public  authorities  here. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

W.  0.  KlVES. 
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jilr.  Miircj/  to  Mr.  Ma.wji. 

Ko.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Waiiliinyton,  Jhcember  IG^  1853, 
John  Mason,  Esq.,  otr.: 

8iK :  Koceiit  accounts  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  represent  that  the 
political  atlairs  of  the  Hawaiian  (lovernment  were  in  an  unsettled  state 
and  soni(»  chanp:es  of  hif^h  ollicial  men  had  heen  made.  The  i)olitical 
ajLritations  were  in  a  «»reat  measure  comiMJscd  at  the  dat«*  of  the  last 
disi);itches  from  our  c<)mmissi(»ner,  hut  whih*  they  existed  the  (juestion 
of  transferrin^^:  the  soverei<rnty  of  these  ishmds  to  the  Tniti'd  States 
Avas  nnicli  discussed.  As  it  was  to  be  exi)eet<*d.  the  representatives  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  at  Honolulu  were  disturbed  by  the  aptation 
of  this  (juestion  and  used  all  their  intluenceto  repress  the  rising  senti- 
ment of  imncxatioii  to  this  country. 

I  have  «;o()d  reason  for  believing  that  both  Great  Britain  and  France 
feel  much  solicitude  in  relaticm  to  the  future  destiny  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  are  very  unwilling  to  see  them  become  a  territory  of  the 
T'nited  States.  Their  respective  ministers  near  this  Government  have 
liad  several  conferences  with  me  on  that  subject  in  which  they  ap- 
peared to  be  desirous  of  getting  assurances  that  this  Government 
would  take  no  measures  to  acquire  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  or 
accei)t  it  if  voluntarily  offered  to  the  United  States.  Their  hinguage 
to  me  leaves  it  doubtful  in  my  mind  how  far  (4ieat  Britain  and  France 
intend  to  go  in  preventing  such  a  transfeience  of  them  to  this  counUy. 
I  am  satisfied  that  these  ])owers  will  do  what  they  can  short  of  a  resort 
to  actual  force  to  defeat  tliat  object.  Tlieir  ministers,  particularly  the 
minister  of  Fi  ance,  labored  to  impress  nu'  with  the  belief  that  such  a 
transfer  would  be  forcibly  resisted^  but  I  do  not  believe  that  these 
Governments  would  go  to  that  extreme  length  unless  there  should  be 
something  in  the  manner  of  acquiring  the  islands  which  would  all'ord 
a  plausible  ])retense  for  such  an  interference. 

Tlie  object  in  addressing  you  at  ])resent  is  to  request  you  to  look  into 
this  matter  and  ascertain,  if  possibh',  without  making  it  a  matter  of 
direct  discussion,  what  would  probably  be  the  course  of  France  in  case 
of  an  attempt  on  tlie  ])urt  of  the  T7nit<'d  States  to  add  these  islands  to 
our  teiritorial  ])ossessions  by  negotiation  or  other  peaceable  means. 

I  do  not  tliink  the  i)resent  Hawaiian  Government  can  hing  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  j^resent  rulers  or  under  the  control  of  the  native  inhab- 
itants of  these  islands,  and  both  England  and  France  are  ai>prised  of 
our  determination  not  to  allow  them  to  be  owned  by  or  to  fall  under 
th(i  protection  of  either  of  these  powers  or  of  any  other  European 
nation. 

It  seems  to  be  inevital)le  that  they  must  come  under  the  control  of 
this  (Tovernment,  and  it  would  be  but  reasonable  and  fair  that  these 
l^owers  should  acquiesce  in  such  a  disposition  of  them,  provided  the 
transference  was  effected  ])y  fair  means. 

It  lias  been  intimated  tliat  IJussia  takes  an  interest  in  the  destiny  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  even  has  an  eye  on  them  for  herself.  I  do 
not  doubt  that  she  would  ])refer  that  they  should  remain  as  they  are 
rather  than  see  them  under  the  control  or  in  the  possession  of  either 
Great  Britain,  France,  or  the  Fnited  States,  but  it  is  scarcely  probable 
that  she  w(mld  actively  interfere  in  the  matter.  As  to  England  and 
France,  a  different  conclusion  may  be  adopted.  The  views  of  the 
French  Government,  and  the  part  it  would  take  in  case  the  United 
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States  should  acceptor  acquire  fairly  the  sovereiguty  of  these  islands  1 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  ascertaiu,  and  will  apprise  your  Government 
thereof. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Maecy. 


To  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  2d  instant. 

Feanklin  Piekce. 

Washington,  March  3,  1854. 


To  THE  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  recjuesting  the  President  to  communicate  to 
that  body,  if  not  incomi^atible  with  the  public  interest,  "  coi^ies  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to  tlie  Sandwich  Islands,  including  copies  of 
all  communications  between  the  Secretary'  of  State  and  Mr.  Fox,  the 
British  minister,  during  the  years  1843  and  1844,  in  regard  to  the  in- 
dependence of  tliose  islands,  and  especially  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
Mr.  Upshur  of  the  25th  of  June,  1843,  and  of  Mr.  Upshur  to  Mr.  Fox  of 
the  5th  of  July,  1843;  also  a  copy  of  any  protest  or  other  communica- 
tion from  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  this  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  seizure  of  those  islands  by  Lord  George  Paulet,  commander 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Carysfo7%  and  of  any  replj^  of  this  Gov- 
ernment thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers 
mentioned  in  the  subjoined  list. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  L.  Maecy. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  15,  1854, 


LIST  OF  ACCOMPANYING  PAPEE3. 

Mr.  EvoTott  to  Mr.  Wel)st<'r.  .Inly  1, 1812,  oxtrjiet. 

Kino-  Kjiiii(!h;mieli;i  IH  to  the  rrrsidciit,  Miircli  10.  1X43,  copy. 

j\Ir.  Wcbstr-r  to  Mr.  Kvcrett,  Miircli  2:5,  IMS.  copy. 

Mr.  i:v<rc,tt  to  Mr.  AVeLstcr,  M;irc,li  2S,  ISL'j,  cxti-act. 

Mr.  Kvcrcit  to  Mr.  Lo<^}irc,  June  1,  \HVA,  cxtr.ict. 

Mr.  Kvrrctt  to  Mr.  Le^^juv,  June  IS,  1813.  copy. 

Mr.  lA-jrun-  to  Mr.  P^verett,  .Jimo  13,  1M13,  (^x'trjiot. 

Mr.  Evorett  to  Mr.  Eo^aro,  .Juno  14,  IS  13,  rvtnict. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  U))Hlinr,  .luuo  2.">,  1843,  (opy. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Lc^rare,,  July  1,  1813,  extract. 

Mr.  rpslmrto  Mr.  Fox,  July  .'"),  1813,  copy. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  IJpsliiir,' Aiij^nsjt  \r>,  1813,  extn^t. 

Mr.  Everett  to  .Mr.  llpsliur,  Septeiiiher  28,  I8t3,  exhaet. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Nelson  (with  iuelo.sure;,  April  21,  1814,  copj". 
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Mr,  Evtrctt  io  Mr.  Webster. 

lExUat-t.) 

No.  IC]  Legation  or  the  rNiTEi)  States, 

LoHiUtu.  July  Ij  184JS, 
])anh:l  Websti:h,  Es(i., 

^Secretary  <tf  State: 
Sir: 

**#*♦•• 
Mr.  r.riiisinii(l(>,  the  coimiu'i'cial  :i<:<Mit  of  tlw  rnil<Ml  Stjitos  to  the 
Saiulwii'li  Islands,  lately  arrived  here.  He  is  intrusted  with  letters 
from  the  Kin^'  of  those  islands  to  the  s()verei<>ns  of  (ireat  Britain  and 
France,  of  purj^ort  similar  to  that  of  which  he  was  the  bearer  to  the 
JM'csident.  1  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Addin^ton,  under  secretary  of 
state,  who  ai)})cared  to  take  an  interest  in  his  errand. 

•  «#***• 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 


Kamcliamclia  III  to  the  President, 

Kamehamelia  III,  native  King  of  the  Sandwich  Ishinds,  to  liis  excel- 
lency John  Tyler,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

Great  and  Good  Friend:  In  trouble  and  difficulty  avc present  for 
consideration  to  the  President  the  uidbrtunate  situation  in  which  we 
and  our  (iovernment  are  placed. 

Demands  upon  us  unsustained  hy  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations 
and  unfounded  in  justice  were  for  the  first  time  i)resented  by  Lord 
(xeorge  Paulet,  captain  of  II.  1).  M.  ship  Carysfort,  then  lying  in  tlie 
harbcjr  of  Honolulu,  with  a  thieatof  coercive  measures  in  case  of  non- 
compliance within  nineteen  hours.  Our  jnoposals  for  discussion  and 
negotiation  through  our  i)rincii)al  adviser  were  declined  with  rudeness 
and  we  ^vere  compelled  without  a  hearing  to  yield  to  demands  which 
we  believed  to  be  arbitrary  and  unjust  as  regards  ourselves,  oppressive 
and  illegal  as  regards  foreign  residiMits. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  an  acting  consul  of  Her 
British  Majesty  against  whom  tlu're  wei'c  positive  objections,  suscepti- 
ble of  explicit  proof,  without  llic  grounds  of  (.ur  refusal  being  heard  or 
considered.  The  acknowledged  consul  of  Her  l>ritish  Majesty  had 
suddenly  and  secretly  withdrawn  from  these  islands  without  soliciting 
an  interview  or  giving  us  any  sort  of  notice  of  his  intentions  previous 
to  his  departure.  After  his  dei>arturc  we  received  notice  that  he  had 
delegated  his  consular  func^tions  to  Alexander  Sim])Son,  who  was  a 
known  and  declared  enemy  of  our  Government,  who  had  o])enly  in- 
sulted the  chief  magistrate  of  this  island  and  other  high  officers  of  our 
appointment,  who  had  publicly  threatened  to  involve  us  in  dilticulties, 
and  whose  recognition  as  consular  agent  was  protested  against  by 
two  British  subjects  who  lepresented  the  chief  commercial  interests  of 
Great  Britain  in  these  islands. 
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Compliance  lias  beeu  compelled  with  demands  violating  the  obliga- 
tions of  contracts  and  contravening  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts 
which  have  been  established  for  the  general  benefit  in  accordance  with 
the  statutes  of  civilized  nations,  by  compelling  us  to  annul  the  decisions 
of  juries  after  the  cases  had  been  dismissed,  and  to  grant  new  trials 
contrary  to  law,  and  by  compelling  us  to  remove  attachments  levied 
by  one  British  resident  upon  the  property  of  another  in  due  course  of 
law  and  under  the  usual  formalities. 

Precluded  from  negotiation  and  unable  to  repel  by  force,  we  yielded 
to  these  requisitions  under  protest  of  embracing  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  representing  them  more  fully  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

Compliance  having  been  thus  procured  to  the  foregoing  demands, 
others  were  successively  preferred  by  Her  Britannic  Majestj^'s  acting 
consul  {now  acknowledged),  more  unjust,  exorbitant,  and  arbitrary  5 
claims  for  heavy  indemnities  where  no  damage  was  proven  and  only 
alleged  on  frivolous  pretexts  and  demands  for  damages  in  a  case  still 
pending  under  the  previous  protest  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  We 
were  called  upon  to  violate  every  principle  of  equity  by  setting  aside 
the  decision  of  juries  in  several  cases  without  any  just  cause  being 
I)retended  why  new  trials  should  be  granted.  These  demands  were 
enforced  at  private  interviews  between  ourselves,his  lordship,  and 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul.  The  subject  was  only  verbally 
canvassed,  written  negotiations  were  positively  refused,  and  even 
written  statements  and  proof  and  copies  of  the  claims  preferred  were 
denied.  The  only  alternatives  offered  us  were  immediate  resolve  to 
violate  the  laws  by  acts  illegal  and  oppressiv^e,  immediate  admission 
and  payment  of  claims  to  indemnity  so  loosely  supported,  or  immediate 
hostilities.  Without  force  to  resist  hostilities,  without  resources  to 
meet  the  payment  of  the  heavy  indemnities  demanded,  and  firmly 
resolved  to  support  law  and  justice,  we  adopted  the  only  ])eaceful  alter- 
native left,  to  throw  ourselves  upon  the  generosity  of  the  British 
nation  by  a  conditional  cession  of  these  islands  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty.  To  have  awaited  hostilities  would  have  been  to  expose  to 
destruction  the  i)roperty  and  jeox)ardize  the  lives  of  a  large  number  of 
foreign  residents  who  are  American  citizens;  to  have  com]3lied  with 
the  demands  urged  would  have  been  to  sanction  oppressive  and  illegal 
acts  affecting  the  rights  and  prospects  of  American  citizens  also  and 
an  open  violation  of  the  stipulations  Avith  the  United  States  in  1826. 

Placed  in  difficulties  from  which  we  could  not  extricate  ourselves  with 
honor  and  justice,  compelled  to  immediate  decision,  and  threatened  with 
immediate  hostilities,  we  have,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our 
chiefs,  signed  with  a  heavy  heart  and  many  tears  the  deed  of  i)rovi- 
sional  cession  and  have  permitted  the  Britisli  flag  to  be  planted  in  all 
our  islands,  but  under  the  guns  of  a  frigate  and  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

lielying  on  the  magnanimity  and  firmness  of  the  United  States,  we 
appeal  to  the  President  to  interpose  the  high  influence  of  the  United 
States  with  tlie  Court  of  England  to  grant  us  an  imi)artial  licaringaud 
I)rocure  us  justice,  to  induce  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  withdraw  from 
tlic  sovereignty  of  these  islands  and  leave  us  as  we  have  been,  an  iiide- 
pe  ident  Covernment  supported  in  our  right. 

We  have  labored  to  civilize  and  inii)r()V(M)nr  islands,  we  have  adopted 
the  laws  of  tlie  United  States  and  of  IJritain,  we  have  api)ointed  up- 
right and  capable  American  citizens  and  British  subjects  to  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  in  order  that  their  functions  might  bo  exer- 
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ciscd  willi  oiioi'^^y  ami  iMlolity.  wo  have  adopted  all  siipg;osti()iis  wliicli 
would  tend  to  put  tin' coiiiincrcial  intercourse  ol' Aniciican  citi/.ens  with 
us  upon  the  best  lootinj:-.  We  liave  been  «::ratilied  with  the  hiT}j^G  and 
inereasiii*^  number  of  American  i-esidents.  We  confidently  ap])eal  to 
the  Americ:in>i  gn  tiicse  islands  en^^ai^ed  in  meicantile  and  (M)nimercial 
l)ursuits  to  testify  to  the  hom'sty  of  our  intentions  and  our  cajjabilities 
for  self-oovernuuMit,  and  we  acknowledj^'e  them  to  have  been  the  most 
consistent  and  enici<Mit  sui)])orters  of  our  Government. 

We  look  to  the  Tnited  States  with  peculiar  feelin;;s  of  respe(it  and 
gratitude.  To  tlie  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  tliat  <ireat  ])eoi>le  we 
owe  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  religion,  of  ci\  ili/ation  and  laws, 
of  commerce  and  a.uriculture,  and  the  lar^c  ami  respectable  number  of 
our  forei;[in  residents. 

We  ask  of  you  to  secure  and  preserve  the  ^reat  interests  common  t(^ 
us  and  you,  and  arrest  the  course  of  events  so  ])rejudicial  to  both,  and 
we  shall  never  cease  to  be  f>rateful  for  your  aid. 

And  we  i>ray  the  Almighty  (iod  to  have  your  excellency,  our  great 
and  jjood  friend,  in  His  most  holy  keepin.i*'. 

Written  at  Ilonolulu,  Island  of  Oahu,  Hawaiian  (Sandwich)  Islands, 
this  tenth  day  of  March,  anno  ]Jomiui  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and 
forty-three. 

By  your  good  fiiend, 

[L.  s.l  Kamekameha. 

Kekaulurki, 

Frcmicr, 


Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Everett, 

yo.34]  Department  of  State, 

Washhujtotu  March  23,  1843. 

Edward  Everett,  Esq., etc: 

Sir:  The  course  adopted  by  this  Government  in  regard^to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  has  for  its  sole  object  the  preservation  of  the  independ- 
ence of  those  islands  and  the  maintenance  by  their  Government  of  an 
entire  imi^artiality  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  states.  The  United 
States  desire  to  exercise  no  undue  influence  or  control  over  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  islands,  nor  to  obtain  from  it  any  grant  of  exclusive 
privileges  whatever.  This  was  solemnly  declared  in  the  President's 
message  to  Congress,  ami  it  is  declared  also  in  the  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Browii,  of  which  you  will  receive  herewith  a  copy. 

The  President  would  exceedingly  regret  that  suspicion  of  a  sinister 
puri)ose  of  any  kind  on  the  i)art  of  the  United  States  should  prevent 
England  and  France  from  adopting  the  same  pacific,  just,  and  conserva- 
tive course  towards  the  Government  and  i^eople  of  this  remote,  but  inter- 
esting group  of  islands. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Danl.  Webstek. 
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[Extract.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr,  Webster, 

Ko.  34.]  London,  March  28,  1843. 

Daniel  Webster,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 
Sm: 

Lord  Aberdeen  told  me  tlie  other  day  that  lie  had  signified  to  the 
French  ambassador  that  England  could  not  agree  to  any  encroach- 
ment on  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Count  de  Ste.  Aulaire  replied 
that  none  was  contemiilated.  Lord  Aberdeen  added  that  this  Govern- 
ment would  distinctly  recognize  the  independence  of  these  islands  and 
presumed  France  would  do  the  same.  He  hoped  our  missionaries 
would  abstain  from  all  attem])t  to  exercise  political  inflnence. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 


Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare, 

[Extract.] 

ISTo.  40.]  .  •       London,  June  1, 1843. 

H.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State : 
Sir: 

The  immediate  object  of  my  interview  with  Lord  Aberdeen  was  to 
make  inquiry  relative  to  a  report  contained  in  the  papers  of  the  week, 
tliat  the  soverrtgnty  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  liad  been  ceded  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  possession  taken  by  Lord  George  Paulet, 
of  tlie  shi])  of  war  Carysfort,  the  Britisli  officer  commanding  in  those 
seas.  Til  is  report  will  no  doubt  have  attracted  your  notice;  and  fol- 
lowing so  closely  after  fche  official  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
these  islands  by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britian  herself  is  well 
calculated  to  produce  uneasiness  and  suprise,  and  in  this  light  I  spoke 
of  it  to  Lord  Aberdeen. 

He  said  they  were  entirely  without  information  on  the  subject  bej^ond 
what  the  newspapers  (contained  and  had  no  other  reason  to  believe  in 
the  fact  of  the  occupation.  He  could  only  say,  at  present,  that  if  any 
such  thing  had  taken  place  it  was  entirely  without  authority  or  in- 
structions, as  I  could  easily  infer  from  the  recent  olfi(;ial  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  islands  by  Great  Britain,  which  was  made 
known  to  me  at  the  time.  I  observed  to  Lord  Aberdeen  that,  of  course, 
if  the  islands  had  heen  thus  without  authority  tak(Mi  ])ossessi()n  of,  the 
act  would  be  immediately  disavowed  by  Her  iMajesty's  GovcrmiuMit.  He 
said  it  might  not  be  proper  for  him,  in  the  absence  of  all  inlonnation, 
under  an  entire  ignorance  of  what  had  been  done,  to  ])ledge  the  Govern- 
ment to  any  course;  but  he  was  quite  willing  to  say  that  the  intclli- 
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^enre  li;ul  pioductMl  no  rhaii'jfe  in  tho  opinions  and  fccliii'rs  which  led 
him  to  advise  the  HMo^jnition,  and  that  he  still  remained  withont  the 
least  wish  for  any  addition  t<>  tlieir  eoh>nial  possessi(Mis.  He  told  me 
they  ha<l  several  times  declined  to  accept  the  soverci;;nty  of  different 
^jfroups  of  ishmds  in  the  Pacitic  wiiich  had  heed  offered  to  them.  If  the 
rep(>rt  was  founded  in  truth,  ho  thoUfjfht  the  cession  mi;,dit  have  pro- 
ceeded from  apprehensions  on  the  part  of  the  fi:overnment  of  tlie  Sand- 
wich Islands  that  the  French  were  meditatin^^  also  tlie  occupation  of 
that  jifroup  and  that  aversion  to  the  Frencli  nji.ulit  have  1(mI  tliem,  in 
tlie  absence  <dMr.  Ivichaids,  to  wish  to  i)iace  themsch  es  umh*r  British 
protection.  1  tohl  Lord  Aberdeen  tliat  1  had  understood  from  a  priv- 
ate source  of  information  that  the  Hawaiian  Connnissioners  at  Wash- 
inf>ton  had  oflered  to  place  the  islands  under  the  ]»rotection  of  the 
United  States;  that  I  ccmld  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  rejmrt,  but 
that  if  tlie  offer  were  made  it  was  certainly,  as  lie  was  aware,  declined. 
In  reference  to  the  reserve  with  which  he  had  s]>oken  of  giving  uj) 
the  islands,  if  possession  as  repoited  had  been  taken  of  them.  Lord 
Aberdeen  said  this  reserve  was  only  in  majtn'cm  cautelam^  in  consider- 
ation of  his  total  i«»noranee  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  not 
because  his  oi)inions  and  feelin<>s  as  to  the  exjiediency  of  the  measure 
were  at  all  varied  by  the  rumored  fact  of  the  occupation.  On  my  re- 
marking- that  in  one  version  of  the  newspaper  report  the  cession  was 
said  to  have  been  accei>ted  by  Lord  George  Paulet  in  full  satisfaction 
for  demands  of  comjiensation  for  injuries  sustained  by  British  subjects 
from  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  he  said  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  such  demands  and  should  be  doubly  unwilling  to 
sanction  a  cession  made  on  tliat  basis.  TJi)oii  the  whole,  when  I  reflect 
Low  distinctly  and  how  recently  this  Government  is  pledged  to  the 
United  States,  to  France,  an'd  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  themselves  to 
recognize  theii*  indei)endence  I  can  not  doubt  that  the  act  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Garysfort  will  be  readily  disavowed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwaed  Everett, 


Mr,  Everett  to  Mr.  Legare. 

No.  41.]  London,  June  5, 1843, 

n.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State: 
Sir:  At  a  late  hour  last  evening  I  received  a  note  from  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  requesting  an  interview  at  noon  this  day,  at  w^hich  he 
informed  me  that  since  he  saw  me  last  he  had  received  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Doyle,  the  British  charge  d'Aflt'aires  at  Mexico,  dated  April  24, 
transmitting  a  printed  and  evidently  authentic  paper,  in  which  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  "provisional  cession"  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  Great 
Britain  are  set  forth.  Lord  Aberdeen  allowed  me  to  read  Mr.  Doyle's 
dispatch  and  the  printed  paper,  and  also  read  to  me  the  dispatch 
which  hehad himself  prepared  to  Mr.  Fox  on  the  subject,  and  the  x)apers 
accomi^anying  it.  As  these  documents  will  be  communicated  to  you,  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  left  for  me  to  say.  Lord  Aber- 
deen's oral  communication  being  but  a  repetition  and  amplification  of 
the  contents  of  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fox  and  his  letter  of  last  October 


HAWAIIAN   ISLANDS.  109 

to  the  commissioners  of  tlie  Sanclwicli  Islands.  He  said  the  account 
in  the  printed  paper  was  a  confused  and  not  very  intelligible  affair,  and 
his  only  reason  for  any  reserve  in  expressing  himself  on  the  subject 
arose  Irom  the  fact  that  Lord  George  Paulet  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
creet and  judicious  officers  of  their  na^^,  and  could  not,  he  thought, 
have  acted  without  better  grounds  than  might  be  inferred  from  the 
printed  accounts. 

It  will  perhaps  be  in  my  power,  by  the  next  steamer,  to  give  you  fur- 
ther information  on  the  subject. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwaed  Everett. 


Mr.  Legareto  Mr.  Everett, 

[Extract.] 

1^0.  46.]  Depart^ient  of  State, 

Washington,  June  13 ,  1843, 
Edward  Everett,  Esq.,  etc.: 

Sir: 

*  #  4^  *  *  *  # 

It  is  well  known  that  our  settled  policy  is  the  strictest  noninterven- 
tion in  what  does  not  immediately  concern  us  that  we  accept  govern- 
ments de  facto  as  governments  de  jure,  and  that  above  all  we  have  no 
wish  to  plant  or  to  acquire  colonies  abroad.  Yet  there  is  something  so 
entirely  peculiar  in  the  relations  between  this  little  commonwealth  and 
ourselves  that  we  might  even  feel  justified,  consistently  with  our  own 
principles,  in  iirterfering  by  force  to  prevent  its  falling*into  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe.  These  relations  spring  out  of  the 
local  situation,  the  history,  and  the  character  and  institutions  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  as  well  as  out  of  the  declarations  formally  made  by 
this  Government  during  the  course  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention. 

If  the  attemx^ts  now  making  by  ourselves,  as  well  as  by  other  Chris- 
tain  powers  to  open  the  markets  of  China  to  a  more  general  com- 
merce be  successful,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  great  part  of 
that  commerce  will  find  its  way  over  tlie  Isthmus.  In  that  event  it 
will  be  impossible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  Hawaiian  group 
as  a  stage  in  the  long  voyage  between  Asia  and  America.  But  with- 
out anticipating  events  which,  however,  seem  inevitable,  and  even  ap- 
proaching the  actual  demands  of  an  immense  navigatitm,  make  the 
free  use  of  those  roadsteads  and  ports  indispensable  to  us.  1  need  not 
remind  you,  who  are  in  so  peculiar  manner  related  to  tliat  most  impor- 
tant interest,  commercial  and  political,  that  our  great  nursery  of  sea- 
men, the  whale  fishery,  has  for  years  i)ast  made  this  cluster  of  islands 
its  rendezvous  and  resting  place.  It  seems  doubtful  whether  even  the 
undis])nted  possession  of  the  Oregon  Territory  and  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Ifiver,  or  indeed  anything  short  of  the  acquisition  of  Caliibrnia 
(if  that  were  possible),  would  be  sullicient  indemnity  to  us  for  the  loss 
of  these  harbors. 

Independently,  however,  of  tliese  paramount  considerations,  it  is 
in)i)ossible  that  any  enlightened  American  acciuainted  with  wliat  liLs 
countrymen  have  (lone  to  make  this  ])eople  worthy  of  their  missiou, 
which  ought  to  be  hospitality  to  the  flags  of  all  nations  navigating  that 
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ocean,  can  regard  witliout  lively  sympathy  their  i)resent  unfortunate 
situation.  All  accounts  seem  to  concur  in  rei)rcKentinj;  this  tribe,  es- 
pecially its  cliicls,  as  having-  been  within  tin'  last  twenty-live  years 
raised  I'roni  a  brutally  savage  state  to  a  condition  which  nniy  be  fairly 
called  civilized.  This  is  the  woik  of  Christianity,  and  it  seems  to  mc 
a  touching  instanee  of  the  beneficent  inlluencc  of  the  common  religion 
of  all  the  Great  i*owers  that  it  had  thus  }>reparcd  an  asylum  for  them 
all  amidst  the  dangers  of  that  vast  ocean  and  concuMitrated  it  by  its 
own  peaceful  spirit  to  a  ])erpetual  neutrality,  it  was  with  this  view 
that  we  heartily  concurred,  so  far  as  our  good  ollices  went,  in  pronmt- 
ing  the  objects  of  the  mission  sent  to  us  last  winter,  one  of  the  results 
of  which  was  the  message  of  the  President  already  referred  to. 

You  are,  therefore,  reipiested  to  use  your  best  endeavors  to  prevent 
the  consummation  of  any  purpose  of  conciuest  that  England  may 
possibly  have  conceived.  France  is  interested  in  cooi)erating  with  us 
to  the  same  end.  Unfortunately  there  are  embarrassments  in  the  way 
of  her  doing  so,  at  least  of  her  doing  so  with  all  the  etfect  that  would 
otherwise  attend  the  intervention  of  so  conspicuous  a  povrer  in  liivor 
of  so  great  an  interest  of  the  whole  Christian  world.  Still,  her  minis- 
ters may  be  moved  to  do  something.  You  may,  at  least,  if  occasion 
serve,  sound  their  ambassador  iu  London.  Eussia  has  also  a  special 
iuterest  in  it,  if  she  looks  with  any  solicitude  to  her  settlements  on  the 
northwest  coast.  Might  you  not  enlist  her  Government  in  the  same 
cause  ? 

On  the  w'hole,  however,  the  better  opinion  seems  to  be  that  w^hat 
Lord  George  Paulet  has  done  will  be  disavowed. 

*****  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

H.  S.  Legaee. 


Ur.  Everett  to  Mr.  LegarS, 

LExtiact.] 

No.  43.]  London,  June  14, 1843. 

Sir: 

*•♦♦***♦ 

June  19. — In  the  Times  of  the  15th  there  was  an  editorial  article  of 
considerable  signiiicance  on  the  recent  provisional  cession  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  to  the  British  Crown.  It  wore  the  appearance  at  the 
time  of  being  semiofdcial,  and  from  its  having  remained  for  two  or 
three  days  uncontradicted  in  any  C[uarter  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  was  at  least  founded  on  good  information.  Should  this  be  the  case 
it  may  be  considered  as  certain  that  the  Government  here  have  made 
up  their  minds  to  disavow  the  cession,  and  to  adhere  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  the  islands. 

*******  » 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 
n.  S.  Leoare,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  U^pshur. 

Wa^hinGtTON,  June  25,  1843, 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  Government,  i^reviously  to  the •  departure  from 
England  to  tlie  last  steam  packet,  liad  already  received  information, 
though  not  officially,  of  the  provisional  occiipatioii  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  officer  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Carysfort. 

1  am  directed  by  the  Rarl  of  Aberdeen  to  state  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  the  occupation 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  was  an  act  entirely  unauthorized  by  Her  Maj- 
esty's Government,  and  that  with  the  least  practicable  delay  due 
inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  proceedings  which  led  to  it. 

The  British  Government  had  already  announced  to  certain  commis- 
sioners, who  arrived  in  Great  Britain  in  March  last  on  the  part  of 
the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  that  Her  Majesty  had  determined  to 
recognize  the  independence  of  those  islands  under  their  present  chief. 

To  that  determination  Her  Majesty's  Government  intend  to  adhere. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  understood  that 
the  British  Government  equally  intend  to  engage,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  compel  the  chief  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  redress  whatever  acts 
of  injustice  may  have  been  committed  against  British  subjects  by  that 
chief  or  his  ministers  or  agents,  either  arbitrarily  or  under,  the  false 
color  of  lawful  proceedings. 

Instructions  which  during  the  past  year  were  addressed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  British  consul  residing  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  to  the  naval  officers  employed  on  the  Pacilic  station,  en- 
joined those  officers  to  treat  upon  all  occasions  the  nativ**  rulers  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  with  forbearance  and  courtesy;  and,  while  atibrdiug 
due  and  efficient  i)rotection  to  aggrieved  British  subjects,  to  avoid  in- 
terfering harshly  or  unnecessarily  with  the  laws  and  customs  ot  the 
native  Government. 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  British  Government,  in  regulating  the 
intercourse  of  its  public  servants  with  the  native  authorities  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  rather  to  strengthen  those  authorities,  and  to  give 
them  a  sense  of  their  own  independence  by  leaving  the  administration 
of  justice  in  their  own  hands,  than  to  make  them  feel  their  dependence 
upon  foreign  i)owers  by  the  exercise  of  unnecessary  interference.  It 
has  not  been  the  purpose  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  seek  to  es- 
tablish a  paramount  inlluence  in  those  islands  for  Great  Britain  at  the 
expense  of  that  enjoyed  by  other  powers.  All  that  has  appeared  requi- 
site to  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  that  other  powers  should 
not  exercise  there  a  greater  influence  than  that  possessed  by  Great 
Britain. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration, 

n.  S.  Fox. 
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Mr.  Everett  to  Mr,  Ler/are. 

[Extract.] 

No.  44.1  London,  July  i,  1S13, 

II.  S.  Legare,  Esq., 

JSecretarif  of  State: 
Sill: 

»*♦•••• 

With  respect  to  the  oecui^iition  of  the  Sanchvicli  Islands,  I  liave  rea- 
son to  think  that  the  conduet  of  Lord  (i(M)r<;e  I'auh't  in  coereinji^  their 
provisional  cession  to  this  Government  has  been  formally  disavowed. 
1  am  to  see  Lord  Aberdeen  this  jifternoon  and  hope  to  ascertain  posi- 
tively wliether  this  is  the  case.  If  I  find  that  the  cession  is  not  and  is 
not  likely  to  be  disavowed,  1  shall  address  a  pointed  remonstrance  to  this 
Government  a<4ainst  the  oVcupation  and  spare  no  ])ains  to  enlist  in  the 
same  conrse  the  representatives  of  tlie  other  maritime  powers.  iMr. 
Marshall  of  Gliarlestown  (Massachusetts)  arrived  here  yesterday,  with 
authority  from  the  ivin^-  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  as  a. joint  commis- 
sioner with  Mr.  Kij'hanls.  He  is  the  bearei'  of  dispatches  from  the 
Government  of  the  islands  to  that  of  (4reat  Britain,  lie  has  been  i)re- 
ceded  by  IMr.  Simpson,  the  deputy  consul  left  in  the  islands  by  the 
late  Lritish  consul,  Mr.  Charlton.  *  *  *  ]\ii^.  Simi)son  came  to 
London,  a  few  days  since,  as  bearer  of  Lord  George  Paulet's  dispatches 
to  the  admiralty. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 


Mr.   Upshur  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  July  5,  184c 
Henry  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  etc.: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  tlie  2.")th  ultimo,  explanatory  of  the  views  of  the 
British  Government  respecting-  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  stating,  by 
dire(;tion  of  Tier  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  for 
the  information  of  this  Government,  ^hat  the  recent  occupation  of 
tliose  islands  in  the  name  of  Great  Britain  by  the  oflicer  commanding 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Carysfort  was  an  act  entirely  unauthoiized  by  Her 
iNIajesty's  Government,  and  that  with  the  least  ]nacticable  delay  due 
inquiry  Avill  be  made  into  the  proceedings  wliich  led  to  it. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  submitting  your  letter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  express 
to  you  the  satisfaction  which  this  prompt  disavowal  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  of  the  act  in  questicm  has  afltorded  him. 

The  United  States  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  condition  of  those 
islands — so  important  from  their  geograjdiical  x><>sition  to  American 
citizens  engaged  in  the  fisheries  and  other  lawful  pursuits  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean ;  and  hence  the  President  awaited  with  lively  concern 
the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  adopt  with  respect 
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to  the  occurrences  referred  to.  He  entertained  a  confident  expecta- 
tion, strengthened  by  his  knowledge  of  the  reception  which  had  been 
given  in  England  to  the  coiinnissioners  of  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  of  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty's  Go^'ernraent  had  deter- 
mined to  recognize  the  indei^eiidence  of  those  islands,  that  no  undue 
advantage  would  be  taken  by  Great  Britain  of  their  peculiar  political 
conditicm,  and  he  sees  with  a  corresponding  gratification  that  this  ex- 
pectation is  now  realized. 

Seeking  to  establish  no  undue  advantages  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
for  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  expense  of  other  powers,  the 
President  receives  with  nnich  pleasure  the  assurance  contained  in  Mr. 
Fox's  note  that  none  such  are  sought  fox  Great  Britain.  He  can  not 
doubt  that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  ol 
those  islands  will  be  found  altogether  compatible  with  every  just  claim 
of  Great  Britain,  while  it  will  best  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the 
islands  themselves  and  of  all  nations  having  intercourse  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  on  this  occasion  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

A.  P.  Upshur. 


Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Upshur, 

[Extract.] 

ISTo.  50.]  London,  August  15^  1843, 

A.  P.  Upshur,  Esq.) 

Secretary  of  State: 
Sir: 

**  #  *  *  #"# 

I  then  took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  affairs  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
The  commissioners  of  the  King  of  those  Islands  are  here,  Messrs. 
Haalileo,  Eichards,  and  Marshall,  and  have  presented  a  written  state- 
ment of  considerable  length  (as  they  inform  me)  to  Lord  Aberdeen, 
containing  the  requisite  explanations  of  the  matters  alleged  against 
them  by  way  of  complaint  by  the  late  British  consul  and  others. 
Lord  Aberdeen  told  me  there  was  a  good  deal  worthy  of  consideration 
in  their  statements,  and  that  he  did  not  apprehend  much  difficulty  in 
coming  to  a  satisfactory  settlement. 

With  respect  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
islands,  the  following  seems  to  be  the  precise  state  of  the  case:  The 
English  Government,  foHowing  our  example,  acquainted  Messrs. 
Haalileo  and  Richards  in  April  last  that  they  were  prepared  to  ac- 
knowledge their  independence.  Meantime  Lord  George  Paulet,  acting 
without  instructions,  liad  taken  provisional  possession  of  the  ishinds 
by  a  treaty  extorted  from  weakness  of  the  native  Government.  Great 
Britain  feels  herself  pledged  to  adhere  to  the  recognition  oltlieir  inde- 
pendence and  has  invited  Fiance  to  follow  her  exam])le.  France  lias 
agreed  to  do  so  as  soon  as  Great  Britain  withdraws  her  occupation. 

Great  Britain,  before  giving  up  the  occui)ation,  means  to  do  two 
things;  one,  to  obtjiin  ssitisfaction  to  the  matters  of  c()iii])laint  above 
alluded  to,  wliicli  1  am  inclined  to  think  will  not  be  attended  withdilli- 
culty;  the  other,  to  come  to  some  arrangement  with  I'lanee  which  will 
prevent  tiiat  ])()wer,  at  some  subseciuent  period,  from  taking [)ossession 
of  those  islands,  as  fchey  have  lately  done  of  the  Marquesas, 
S  Ex  77 8 
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111  I'act,  i\\v  scries  of  events  wliicli,  li<»w('\ei'  iMeimnciii*^  for  tlio  iiu>- 
meiit,  bids  faif  to  result  in  the  est5il»lishineiit  of  the  iiHh'peiuloiice  of 
tlie  islaiMls  oil  a  firm  basis,  is  one  of  the  most  foiiunate,  on  the  whoh', 
wliich  cniilil  be  imagined,  and  I  ean  not  but  rei,^;nd  tlie  recognition 
of  the  Tiiited  St:ites  as  lia\  in«;*  determined  tlie  character  of  all  the 
sMccccdin;;- occurrences.  As  soon  as  i  receiveil.  last  winter,  the  instru<*- 
tions  of  the  Deimrtment  on  the  subject,  I  lost  no  opi)ortunity  of  Ininj;- 
iiifj  it  to  the  consideration  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  the  occupation  of 
the  Marcjue^as  by  the  I'rench  no  doubt  united  with  our  recognition  in 
hastcnint;  the  decision  of  tiiis  (Jovernmcnt.  Tliere  is  now  rejison  to 
think  that  the  ()ccuj)atlon  of  the  islands  by  J.oi'd  (ieor^'e  l*aulet  was  a 
tbrtunate  event,  inasmuch  as  it  ])!<*venfe<l  them  from  bcinj;:  taken  pos- 
session of  by  a  French  s(piadron,  w  liicli  (it  is  said)  was  on  its  way  for 
tliat  ])urpose.  Had  France  ^ot  ])ossession  of  the  islands  she  would 
certainl\  have  retained  them.  Had  intelli<;ence  l)een  received  here  of 
Lord  (ieor«ie  Paulet's  occu])ation  of  them  before  her  ])roinise  wasp^iven 
to  recogni/e  them,  iMi.iiland,  1  think,  would  not  Inn c  ^^iven  them  up. 
As  it  is,  an  understandin«>  between  the  j»reat  ]^iUroi)ean  powers,  amount- 
in  <;'  in  et1'e(;t,  if  not  in  form,  to  a  guaranty  of  their  inde])en(lence,  is 
likely  to  take  place.  This  is  the  only  state  of  things  with  which  the 
United  States  could  be  content.  As  it  will  be  brought  about  without 
involvin<;'  us  in  any  compacts  with  otlier  i)owers,  and  as  I  have  already 
said,  mainly,  as  it  seems  to  me,  under  the  impulse  of  our  exam])le,  it 
will,  I  think,  be  regarded  by  the  President  as  an  eminently  satisfac- 
tory result. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 


Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Upshur, 

[Extract.] 

No.  56.]  London,  September  SS,  1843, 

A.  P.  Upshur,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State: 
Sir: 

I  had  a  coversation  last  evening  of  a  satisfactory  character  with  ]\rr. 
Richards,  the  commissioner  of  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  He  has  nearly  brought  his  business  with  this  Government  to 
a  close,  and  in  a  manner  with  which  he  appears  to  be  content.  You 
are  aware  that  various  claims  on  the  Government  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  on  the  part  of  the  Britisli  subjects,  and  principally  Mv.  Charl- 
ton, the  late  consul,  had  long  been  pending,  and  that  it  was  i^rofessedly 
to  enforce  satisfaction  for  these  claims  that  possession  was  taken  of  the 
islands  by  Lord  George  Paulet.  I  fear  that  most  of  the  claims  were 
such  as  are  too  apt  to  be  set  up  by  the  strong  against  the  weak.  The 
Government  at  home  (as  I  intimated  in  a  former  dispatch  the  opinion 
they  would  do),  though  disclaiming  the  act  of  Lord  George  Paulet  as 
without  instructions,  determined  to  retain  possessi(m  of  the  islands 
till  satisfaction  was  given  in  reference  to  the  claims,  and  some  kind  of 
an  assurance  i)rocured  from  France  that  she  would  resj^ect  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  islands. 
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A  question  arose  Low  the  claims  were  to  be  adjudicated.  I  advised 
Mr.  Eichards  to  offer  to  subniit  them  to  tJie  decision  of  Lord  Aberdeen 
Iiimself.  I  thought  this  course  would  preclude  delay,  which  there 
was  some  reason  to  fear  might  be  desired  here,  and  which  would  be 
very  dangerous  in  the  extremely  anomalous  condition  of  things.  I 
doubted  if  the  claims  could  be  got  before  any  tribunal  independent  of 
the  influence  of  this  Government;  and  I  felt  contLdent,  that  more  could 
be  obtained  from  the  liberality  of  Lord  Aberdeen  when  thus  appealed 
to  than  if  the  British  Government  were  made  to  assume  the  position 
of  an  opposing  party.  Mr.  Eichards  fully  concurred  in  this  view,  and 
the  result,  on  the  whole,  seems  to  have  justified  it.  On  five  out  of  seven 
l^oints  the  decision  is  wliolly  in  favor  of  the  Government  of  the 
islands;  on  the  sixth  substantially  so;  on  the  seventh  much  is  left 
dependent  on  the  discernment  and  good  faith  of  Gen.  jMilJer,  the  new 
consul-general;  but  Mr.  Eichards  considers  this  i)oint  to  be  also  settled 
in  their  favor,  and  he  has  promptly  accepted  the  whole  decision.  He 
informs  me  that  he  1ms  been  uniformly  treated  at  the  foreign  office  with 
courtesy  and  respect. 

He  has  conferred  freely  with  Mr.  Addington,  tl^e  under  secretary 
of  state,  on  tlie  delicate  point  of  restoring  possession  of  the  islands  to 
the  native  Government,  and  has  been  promised  that  it  shall  be  done 
as  soon  as  a  satisfactory  assurance  is  given  by  France;  and  he  thinks — 
justly,  in  my  opinion — that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  islands  that 
Great  Britain  should  retain  her  possession  till  this  assurance  is  given. 
There  is  no  fear  that  it  will  be  long  withheld. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Everett. 


3Ir,  Everett  to  Mr.  J^elson. 

No.  114.]  London,  April  24^  1844, 

John  Nelson,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  ad  interim: 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  the  past  year  I  had  frequent  occasion  to  make 
mention  of  the  affairs  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  of  the  agency  of 
Messrs.  Eichards  and  Haalilio,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States 
and  Europe  as  the  represeiitatives  of  the  native  Government.  I  have 
now  the  satisfaction  to  communicate  authentic  information  of  the  con- 
clusion of  a  convention  between  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
Trance,  by  which  the  independence  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  is  recog- 
nized, and  the  two  powers  stipulate  tlmt  they  will  not  take  possession 
of  them,  either  directly  or  uudei'thc  naim^  of  a  protectorate.  INIessrs. 
Eichards  and  ITaalilio  have  promised  to  give  me  a  copy  of  this  conven- 
tion, which  I  hope  they  will  do  in  season  to  be  transmitted  with  this 
dispatch,  but  as  it  has  not  been  ])ublished  by  either  (Tovernment,  and 
is  of  course  comnumicated  unofiicially  to  me,  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  receiving  it  for  the  ])resent  i?i  confi<lence. 

In  their  negotiations  with  this  Governm(Mit  I'clative  to  the  demands 
and  c()mi)laints  of  British  subjects  against  the  native  (JovernnuMit  which 
led  to  tlic  i)r()visional  occupation  of  the  islands  by  Ijord  (Jeorge  Paulct, 
and  with  the  h'reiicji  (Jovernment  in  reference  to  the  modilication  of 
the  treaty  imposed  by  France  on  the  islanders,  of  which  treaty  France 
exacts  the  benelits  for  herself  while  she  refuses  to  grant  them  to  the 
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other  party,  Messrs.  llieliards  and  Ilaalilio  have  been  partially  suecess- 
ful.  But  1  tear  that  in  both  eases  the  measure  of  Justiee  done  by  these 
powerful  «,'overnnients  to  this  detenseh'ss  and  feeble  State  is  such  and 
sueh  only,  as  the  strong  are  too  ai)t  to  render  to  tlie  weak. 

The  stt'i)  tak4Mi  by  tlie  French  (jovernnient  in  disavowing  the  act  of 
Admiral  l)ui)etit-Tlionars,  who  had  without  instructions  converted  the 
proti'ctorate  established  at  Taiti  into  an  assertion  of  absolute  sover- 
eignty, continues  to  be  vehemently  assailed  by  the  oi)])osition  in  France. 
A  large  mass  of  i)ai)ers  on  this  subject  was  laid  ujion  the  table  of  the 
Chamber  of  ])ej)uties  a  few  days  since  by  Mr.  (luizot,  and  will  be  found 
in  the  Journal  des  Debats  of  the  liOth  instant.  I  do  not  find  that  they 
place  the  conduct  of  the  French  admiral  in  a  new  light. 
1  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwakd  Everett. 


Declaration. 


Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  exiwStence  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  of  a  government  capable 
of  providing  for  the  regularity  of  its  relations  with  foreign  nations  have 
thought  it  right  to  engage  recii)rocally  to  consider  the  Sandwich  Islands 
as  an  indei)endent  State  and  never  to  take  possession,  either  directly  or 
under  the  title  of  ])rotectorate,  or  under  any  other  form,  of  any  part 
of  the  territory  of  which  they  are  com})osed. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  attairs,  and  the  ambassador  extraordinary  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  French,  at  the  court  of  Loudon,  being  furnished  with 
the  necessary  powers,  hereby  declare  in  consequence  that  their  said 
majesties  take  recii)rocally  that  engagement. 

In  w  itness  wheieof  the  undersigned  have  signed  the  present  declara- 
tion, and  have  atlixed  thereto  the  seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  in  dui)Iicate  at  London,  the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1813. 

Aberdeen.        [l.  s.l 
St.  Aulaire.     |l.  s.l 


[Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  45.    Fifty-second  Congress,  second  session.] 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  in  response  to  Senate 
resolution  of  February  4,  1693,  relative  to  the  draft  of  an  unconqyleted 
treat  1/  with  Hawaii. 

February  6,  1893. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate: 

1  transmit  herewith,  as  desired  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
4th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Gth  instant,  with 
its  accompanying  correspondence,  in  relation  to  the  draft  of  an  uncom- 
pleted treaty  with  Hawaii,  made  in  1854. 

Benj.  Haeeison. 
Executive  Mansion, 

Washi7igt07ij  February  6,  1893, 
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The  President  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant  requesting  the  President,  "if  in  his  opinion  it 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  pubhc  interests,  to  send  to  the  Senate  the 
draft  of  a  treatj^,  negotiated  in  1854,  but  not  completed,  betvveen  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  and  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii, 
with  tlie  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  relating  to  said 
negotiation,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  draft  in 
question,  together  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  referred  to. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

John  W.  Foster. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  6, 1893. 


List  of  accompanying  papers, 

1.  Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg,  April  4,  1854,  No.  6. 

2.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  July  26,  1854,  No.  48. 

3.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  August  7,  1854,  No.  51. 

4.  ISIr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  September  15,  1854,  No.  52. 

(Copy  of  the  treaty  draft  accompanies  Mr.  Gregg's  dispatch  No.  52,  of  September 
15,  1854,  included  here.) 

5.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  October  2,  1854,  No.  54. 

6.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  December  19,  1854,  No.  61. 

7.  Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy,  December  29,  1854,  No.  64. 

8.  Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg,  January  31,  1855,  No.  12. 


Mr,  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg. 

Ko.  6.]  Depart^ment  of  State, 

Washington,  April  4,  1854. 
Sir:  In  your  general  instructions  you  were  furnished  with  tlie  views 
of  this  Government  in  regard  to  any  change  in  the  political  a  flairs  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  The  President  was  aware,  Avhen  those  instructions 
were  prepared,  that  the  question  of  transferring  the  sovereignty  of  those 
islands  to  the  United  States  had  been  raised,  and  favorably  received  by 
many  influential  individuals  residing  therein.  It  was  foreseen  that  at 
some  period,  not  far  distant,  such  a  change  would  take  phice,  and  that 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  would  come  under  tlie  i)rotectorate  of  or  be  trans- 
ferred to  some  foreign  ])OAver.  You  were  informed  that  it  was  not  tlie 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  accelerate  such  a  change;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  events,  it  became  unavoidable,  this  (lovernment  would  much 
I)refer  to  acquire  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  for  the  ITnited  States, 
rather  than  to  see  it  transferred  to  any  other  power.  If  any  foreign  con- 
nection is  to  be  formed,  the  geographic-al  position  of  these  islands  indi- 
cates that  it  should  be  Avith  us.  Our  commerce  with  them  far  exceeds 
that  of  all  other  countries;  our  (titizens  are  embarked  in  the  most 
important  business  concerns  of  that  country,  and  some  of  them  hold 
important  ])ublic  positions.  In  view  of  the  large  American  interests 
there  established  and  the  intimate  comniercial  rehitions  existing  at  this 
time  it  might  well  be  regarded  ;is  llie  dnty  of  this  Government  to  i)re- 
vent  these  islands  from  becoming  the  appendage  of  any  other  foreign 
power. 
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It;jpi)(';irs  1)\  \niir  ilisputclios  lately  rocciNcd  at  lliis  I  )<'part  mriit 
that  tin'  iiiliui;  autlan  it  ics  of  the  Hawaiian  (lovcrimiciit  liav«'  lu'coiiu* 
(•onviiu'cd  ()\'  their  inal>ilit.v  to  sustain  thcinsclN  cs  any  longer  as  an  iii- 
depeiulent  JState,  and  are  ijrepared  to  throw  themselves  upon  our  pro- 
tection or  to  seek  incorjioration  into  our  i)oliti('al  system.  Fears  are 
entertained  by  those  who  la\(>r  such  a  measure  tliat  il*  the  I'liited 
States  sliould  manifest  a  (iisinclinatioii  to  reecise  tlie  jn'ollered  sover- 
eignty of  this  country,  the  people  wouhl  seek  elsewhere  a  less  desira- 
ble connection  or  be  j^iven  over  to  anandiy. 

The  information  contained  in  your  last  dispatch,  No.  10,  dated  the 
7th  of  February,  renders  it  highly  ])robable  that  the  ruling  ])owers  of 
that  Government  will  have  i)resented  to  you,  as  (uir  diplomatic  agi-nt, 
an  offer  of  the  sovereignty  of  their  country  to  the  I'nited  States.  The 
President  has  deemed  it  proper  that  you  should  be  furnished  with  in- 
structions for  the  guidance  of  your  conduct  in  such  an  emergency. 
With  this  dispatch  yon  will  be  furnished  with  a  full  power  to  treat  with 
the  present  authorities  of  the  Hawaiian  (lovernment  for  the  transfer 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  United  States.  This  (;an  only  be  done 
by  a  convention  or  treaty,  which  will  not  be  valid  until  it  is  ratified  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

No  intimation  has  ever  been  given  to  this  Government  as  to  the 
terms  or  conditions  which  will  be  likely  to  be  annexed  to  the  tender  of 
the  sovereignty.*  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  something  more  than 
a  mere  protectorate  is  contemi)lated.  A  protectorate  tendered  to  and 
accepted  by  the  United  States  would  not  change  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country.  In  that  case  this  Government  w^ould  take  upon  itself  heavy 
and  resi)onsible  duties  for  which  it  could  hardly  expect  compensating 
advantages. 

1  understand  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the  people,  and  that  in 
which  the  present  rulers  are  disposed  to  concur,  is  "annexation"  as 
distinguished  from  protection;  and  that  it  is  their  intention  that  these 
islands  shall  become  a  part  of  our  Territories  and  be  under  the  control 
of  this  Government  as  fully  as  any  other  of  its  territorial  possessions. 
In  any  convention  you  may  make  it  is  expeV'ted  that  the  rights  to  be 
acquired  by  the  United  States  should  be  clearly  defined. 

Should  the  sovereignty  of  these  islands  be  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  the  present  Government  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  super- 
seded, or,  at  least,  be  subjected  to  the  Federal  authority  of  this  country. 

It  is  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  present  rulers  and  chiefs  would 
exj^ect  that  some  provision  would  be  made  as  compensation  to  them 
for  the  surrender  of  their  political  jxjsition.  This  provision  could  not 
be,  as  I  conceive,  any  other  than  a  j^ecuniary  allowance.  In  this  re- 
spect the  United  States  would  manifest  toward  them  a  liberal  si)irit. 
Annuities  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  to  be  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  they  w^ould  i^refer  might  be  secured  to  them  in  the  treat3\ 

In  the  convention  you  inay  make  you  are  authorized  to  provide  in 
the  amplest  manner  for  the  security  of  individual  property  as  held  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty,  but  tiie  reservation  of  ])o- 
litical  rights'or  privileges  in  behalf  of  individuals  would  be  inconsis- 
tent with  the  political  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  vest  in  the  United 
States. 

If  you  should  succeed  in  making  a  treaty  transferring  the  islands  to 
the  United  State^,  it  is  advisable  that  it  should  receive  the  ratification 
of  the  Hawaiian  Government  before  it  is  sent  here  for  the  consideration 
of  the  President  and  the  Senate.  You  are  directed  to  induce  that  Gov- 
ernment to  send  on  one  or  more  persons  at  the  same  time  the  treaty  is 
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forwarded,  clotlied  with  full  powers  to  assent  to  any  modifications  of  it 
which  may  here  be  made.  In  view  of  the.  great  uncertainty  as  to  the 
terms  by  which  the  cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  tlie  islands  may  be 
encumbered  the  carrying  out  of  this  suggestion  is  deemed  to  be  of 
great  importance. 

1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the  leading  powers  of 
Euroi>e  would  be  very  unwilling  to  see  the  Sandwich  Islands  become  a 
part  of  the  United  States,  fuid,  if  an  opi^ortunity  occurred,  would  en- 
deavor to  defeat  any  negotiation  for  that  purjiose.  This  consideration 
and  others,  make  it  imi:K)rtant  that  you  should  bring  it  to  a  ciose  as 
expeditiously  as  possible.  The  treaty  should  be  herein  time  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  at  its  present  session. 
1  am,  etc., 

W.  L.  Maegy. 


Mr,  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

No.  48.]  LEaATION   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

Honolulu^  July  2G^  1854. 

Sir:  The  Hawaiian  cabinet  has  determined  at  length  that  it  will 
not  do  to  allow  much  longer  delay  in  bringing  to  a  close  arrangements 
for  annexation.  On  the  17th  a  meeting  was  held,  at  which  Prince  Alex- 
ander was  present,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  should  immediately  proceed,  if  possible,  to  arrange  and  sign 
a  treaty  to  be  submitted  to  the  King  for  ratification.  Mr.  Wyllie  called 
on  me  the  next  day,  and  we  have  Since  had  several  conferences,  but 
without  as  yet  arriving  at  any  definite  result.  The  difficulty,  I  appre- 
hend, is  that  more  will  be  demanded,  in  the  Avay  of  consideration,  etc., 
than  ought  to  be  yielded.  It  is  probable  that  by  the  next  mail  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  communicate  something  more  definite  than  I  am 
now  able  to  do.  I  have  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Wyllie  that,  so  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  there  shall  be  no  occasion  to  comiilain  of  further  procras- 
tination, and  I  can  not  doubt  that  he  is  in  earnest.  Prince  Alexander 
is  responsible  for  all  past  delay,  and  he  will  not  hesitate  to  incur  the 
responsibility  of  still  more,  unless  his  mind  is  brought  to  the  conviction 
wiiich  everyone  else  entertains,  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  ever  to 
wear  a  crown.  He  evidently  sees  that  the  existing  Government  is  in 
danger,  and  wishes  to  be  in  a  condition  to  escape  it  when  the  crisis 
comes,  but  hopes  strongly  that  it  may  be  averted.  If  a  treaty  is  once 
signed  he  will  not  oppose  its  ratification  directly  and  openly,  but  strive 
to  postpone  it  to  the  last  moment  compatible  with  safety. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  revolution  will  soon  take  place  if  a  treaty  of 
annexation  is  not  concluded.  The  foreign  residents,  especially  Ameri- 
cans, are  becoming  impatient  under  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
will  not  be  disx)osed  to  endure  much  longer  the  feebleness  and  inelli- 
ciency  of  tlie  Government.  They  liave  power  enough  in  their  hands,  if 
they  act  in  concert,  to  do  anything  they  wish,  and  in  a  single  week 
could  subvert  the  tlirone  and  establish  a  republic  upon  its  ruins. 

A  combined  British  and  French  squadron  of  seven  vessels — three 
English  and  four  Frencli — anived  herc^  on  the  17th  from  Caliao,  liaving 
made  the  ])assage  from  Nnkuhiva  in  fourteen  days,  its  api>earance 
created  ((uite  an  excitement  among  all  classes  of  peo])le.  On  Saturday 
the  English  frigate  riqt(e  Joined  the  lleet,  making  eight  vessels  in  all, 
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as  (bllows:  Tin*  rri;;ati'S  I'nsiihnt  :iu<l  /'/(///r,  tin*  sloop  A  nijthitritc,  and 
the  steamer  Virmjo  (l>ritisli),  under  the  eonnnaiid  of  JJear- Admiral 
David  Trice;  the  fn«:at<'s  La  Forte  iun\  L^IJurifncr,  Wwvnryatta  L^ Arte- 
misc,  and  the  hri;,^  //Ohlit/tuhf  (French),  connnanded  by  IJear-Adniiral 
Febvrier  des  Pointes.  On  Tnesday  tliev  all  sailed  in  a  northwesterly 
direction.  1  conld  not  learn  satisjju-torily  who  was  the  commanding' 
ofticer  of  tlie  entire  scjuadron,  as  the  Knji:lish  and  I'rench  a<connts 
differed  maivrlaUii  on  that  i)oint,  thou*;}!  J  i)resume  itean  not  bedouhted 
that  Admiral  Price  is  the  ollicial  senior  of  Admiral  des  Pointes.  It  is 
evident  that  no  ^reat  harmony  of  leelin«i-  exists  between  the  diflerent 
l)ortions  of  the  licet,  and  1  learn  from  pretty  ^axid  authority  that  a  seji- 
aration  will  soon  be  deemed  expedient. 

On  Friday  tlie  two  admirals  and  their  officers  bad  an  audience  at 
the  ])alace  which  was  marked  by  a  circumstance  that  ou«,'ht  to  be  men- 
tioned. After  the  usual  courtesies,  addresses,  etc.,  were  over,  tlie 
French  admiral,  on  tlie  su(/f/estioii  of  Mons.  Fcrrin,  said  to  the  King, 
through  an  interpreter,  that  he  hoped  there  was  no  thought  of  alienat- 
ing the  sovereignty  of  the  Kingdom,  as  such  a  thing  would  lead  to 
difficulty  and  perhaps  war  witli  England  and  France,  which  it  would  be 
for  the  interest  of  His  Majesty  to  avoid.  The  King  made  no  reply 
whatever. 


Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  L.  Gregg. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

No.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

HonoJuJu^  Aug u at  7,  1854, 
Sir  :  I  am  only  able  to  write  briefly  by  the  mail  which  goes  this 
afternoon,  being  much  debilitated  by  an  attack  of  sickness  from  which 
I  am  just  convalescent. 

The  Government  here  rests  on  a  volcano.  Its  subversion  is  within 
the  power  of  the  foreign  residents,  and  I  am  i)re])ared  to  witness  an 
outbreak  at  any  moment.  The  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  state 
of  things  is  daily  increasing,  and  a  crisis  of  some  sort  is  inevitable. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  there  was  an  intense  alarm  among  the  na- 
tive population  on  account  of  the  supposed  i)resence  of  ''filibusters." 
The  troops  were  called  out  and  remained  under  arms  all  night.  The 
apprehension  seems  to  have  been  excited  by  the  discovery  of  a  box  of 
l)istols  among  some  goods  landed  at  the  custom-house. 

I  have  succeeded  in  arranging  the  terms  of  a  treaty  of  annexation 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  which  meets  the  approval  of  the 
Grown  Prince  and  cabinet.  But  it  is  not  yet  signed,  and  I  am  unable 
to  give  you  any  assurance  that  it  will  be  immediately  completed.  The 
pretense  of  delay  is  the  supposed  necessity  of  consulting  the  King, 
which  for  sometime  has  been  imi)ossible  on  account  of  His  Majesty's 
illness. 

The  great  difficulty  I  had  to  encounter  was  the  inveterate  prejudice 
of  the  Hawaiian  authorities  against  a  territorial  form  of  government, 
which  could  not  be  overcome.  Finding  it  impossible  to  provide  other- 
wise, I  finally  consented  to  agree  to  the  admission  of  the  islands  as  a 
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State,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  iueonformity  witli  tlie  principles  aud 
requirements  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  leaving  the  existing  laws,  so 
far  as  they  are  republican  and  consistent  with  such  Constitution,  in 
full  force  and  effect  in  the  meantime. 

There  was  also  much  controversy  as  to  the  extent  of  consideration. 
The  Government  absolutely  refused  to  listen  to  anything  short  of  an- 
nuities to  the  extent  of  $300,000,  and  I  finally  listened  to  the  sine  qua 
non  which  they  x)resented,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  solely 
ad  referendum. 

I  had  intended  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty  as  agreed  on,  for  in- 
formation, but  I  have  been  altogether  unequal  to  the  task  of  making 
it  in  time  for  the  present  mail. 

I  have  notified  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  that  there  must  be 
a  speedy  dijylomatical  cojicliisUm  of  our  negotiations,  and  expressed  the 
view  that  any  further  delay  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  position  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  transaction.  He  assents 
to  the  propriety  of  my  representations,  and  promises  to  spare  no  eftbrts 
to  bring  about  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

I  may  therefore  express  the  hope  that  a  final  result  will  soon  be  at- 
tained. But  I  fear  the  occurrence  of  a  state  of  things  which  will  place 
me  in  some  embarrassment.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  there  will  be  a  desire  and  a  necessity  of  an  im- 
mediate transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands  to  the  United  States 
in  order  to  guard  against  pressing  danger.  If  such  a  crisis  occurs  I 
shall  deem  myself  justified  in  accepting  a  provisional  transfer,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  or  such  arrangements  as  maybe  finally 
made  by  the  two  x)arties.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  be  decisive  as 
to  the  influences  hereafter  to  jorevail  in  the  archipelago,  whatever 
might  be  the  view  of  our  Government  as  to  the  cession.  A  flood  of 
emigration  would  pour  in  from  California  the  moment  our  flag  was 
raised,  sufQcient  to  put  a  check  upon  all  future  British  and  French  pre- 
tensions. 

Yesterday  I  had  an  audience  at  the  palace  for  the  officers  of  the  St. 
Mary.  The  King  was  unable  to  be  present,  owing  to  his  illness,  but  he 
was  represented  by  the  Kuhina  ISTui,  who  always  stands  in  his  place 
when  he  can  not  perfown  his  functions. 

Tlie  British  consul-general  has  demanded  a  personal  audience  of  the 
King,  to  communicate  to  liim  certain  views  of  his  Government,  which 
will  take  place  as  soon  as  His  Majesty  is  recovered. 
I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  Gkegg. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Ko.  52]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu.,  Svpte)nhcr  15^  185i. 

*  *  *  *  *  1^  * 

Tlie  negotiations  for  annexation  are  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
my  dis])atch  (No.  51)  of  the  7th  instant  was  written.  On  Satiiiday 
last  the  (cabinet  had  an  audience  of  the  King  and  laid  before  him  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  in  the  Hawaiian  language,  and  through  Mr.  Arm- 
stioug,  as  inter]>reter,  exi)laiiic(l  it  in  all  its  ])articulars.  lie  expressed 
himself  satisfied,  as  I  am  advised,  but  stated  that  he  wished  to  ct)usult 
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l):irti<'ulail>  witli  ;i  I'rw  of  his  cliicrs  before  final  arlion  \\a>  taUcn.  I'n 
Inrtiiiiati'l.v  lie  lias  siiicc  Immmi  in  such  a  state  of  iiidiniily  as  to  be  abh* 
to  consult  w  ilh  no  one,  and  it  is  ditlicult  t<»  predict  when  his  pies<Mit  fit 
of  illness  will  terminate. 

I  have  insisted  ui)on  the  innnediate  si4;:nalure  of  the  treaty,  and  Mr. 
Wylli(?  admits  that,  aecordinj;"  to  <lij)lomatic  usa^c,  there  should  b(»  no 
further  delay.  In  my  last  dispatch  1  stated  that  1  had  not  died  him 
that  the  nep)tiations  must  be  at  once  concluded.  J  have  since  ad- 
dressed him  a  letter  to  the  same  etfectt,  sett in^^  forth  strcm^ly  the  reascais 
which  induced  me  to  take  this  course.  A  (•oi)y  of  it  is  herewith  in- 
closed tor  your  informaticm.  Its  rejuesentations  I  consi<lered  wouhl 
liave  an  imj)ortant  bearing:  in  briii;;in<;  matters  to  an  issu<*,  and  I  si  ill 
tlni»k  this  will  be  the  effect.  J  hoi)e  1  did  not  ^o  further  than  the 
President  will  be  willing-  to  ai)prove.  The  ])eculiar  circumstances 
which  exist  seemed  to  demand  a  strong:  exi)ressi(m  on  my  ]>a]t,  with 
all  the  incidental  references  and  suggestions  which  are  emj»loyed.  I 
acted  with  regard  to  wliat  1  sui)])osed  to  be  the  ])ecnliar  exigencies  of 
the  times,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  my  course  will  probably 
contribute  to  hasten  matters  to  a  conclusion. 

1  ft)rward  also  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  the  terms  of  which  were  finally 
settled  between  Mr.  Wyllie  and  myself  on  the  10th  ultimo.  I  have 
already  informed  you  of  the  utter  iin]K)ssibility  of  such  ])rovisions  as  I 
desired  in  the  second  and  eighth  articles.  As  they  stand  they  will  be 
regarded  as  ad  referendum  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned. 
This,  of  course,  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  I  could  ])lace  my 
assent  to  them,  es])ecially  the  last.  From  the  protocols,  which  are  not 
yet  all  in  a  condition  to  be  copied  for  transmission,  the  true  character  ~ 
of  the  negotiation  and  its  embarrassing  circumstances  will  more  fully 
ai)])ear.     1  shall  probably  be  able  to  send  them  by  the  next  mail. 

The  provisions  of  the  separate  article  were  made  a  matter  of  positive 
demand  by  the  Hawaiian  cabinet.  I  refused  to  incorporate  them  into 
the  body  of  the  treaty,  because  they  contemplate  au  object  which,  if 
effected  at  all.  must  be  brought  about  before  any  final  ratification  can 
take  place.  The  ratification  of  the  treaty  by' this  (iovernment  would 
undoubtedly  quell  any  disturbanc'cs  that  might  arise  from  American 
sources,  but  a  conditional  cession,  as  contemplated  by  such  article, 
would  forever  practically  settle  all  ([uestions  as  to  future  influence  and 
jurisdiction.  The  moment  our  flag  w^as  raised  a  flood  of  immigration 
from  California  would  pour  in,  suflicient,  at  least,  to  make  the  islands 
thoroughly  American  and  to  secure  an  equitable  and  fair  arrangement 
if  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty  are  deemed  unsatisfactory. 

The  return  of  Judge  Lee  from  the  island  of  Maui  is  expected  in  a 
few  days.  It  was  through  his  persuasions  that  the  King  made  advances 
for  annexation,  and  his  influence  with  the  chiefs  and  native-  population 
generally  is  greater  than  that  of  any  nuin  on  the  islands.  I  learn  that 
he  objects  to  the  second  article  ot  the  treaty  on  the  ground  that  he 
does  not  think  it  provides  exi)licitly  enough  for  a  State  governraent. 
In  this  respect  J  have  gone  to  the  utmost  limit  of  what,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  Constitution  allows,  and  if  his  advice  leads  this  Government 
to  exact  impracticable  conditions  I  shall,  of  course,  be  fully  prepared 
to  reject  them. 

The  liritish  consul-general  has  advised  this  Government  that  he  will 
not,  for  the  present,  seek  the  audience  which  he  formerly  demanded,  as 
I  advised  you  in  my  last  dispatch. 

The  effect  of  the  publications  in  the  New  York  Daily  Tribune  of  July 
20  has  been  unfortunate  here  in  giving  to  the  British  consul-general 
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Treapons  to  fight  against  the  IJnited  States.  I  regret  very  iiiiich  that 
any  ojiportunity  shouhl  have  occurred  at  this  juncture  to  confirm,  in 
the  minds  of  the  Hawaiians,  the  false  imi)ressions  which  are  constantly 
sought  to  be  created  in  regard  to  our  purposes  and  policy.  If  the  pres- 
ent negotiations  fall  through  1  shall  attribute  it  almost  entirely  to  the 
effect  of  such  publications  as  that  of  the  Tribune  and  other  papers  of 
like  character. 

I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  GREGa, 


Treaty  of  annexation  concluded  between  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
and  the  United  States  of  Aniericc 

His  Majesty  the  Kin,i;  of  the  Plawaiian  Islands,  heing  convinced,  that  plans  have 
been,  and  still  are,  on  foot  hostile  to  his  sovereignty  and  to  the  peace  of  his  King- 
dom, which  His  Majesty  is  withont  power  to  resist,  and  against  which  it  is  his  im- 
perative duty  to  provide,  in  order  to  prevent  the  evils  of  anarchy  and  to  secure  the 
rights  and  prosperity  of  liis  sulyects,  and  having  in  conscientious  regard  thereto,  as 
well  as  to  the  general  interests  of  his  Kingdom,  present  and  future,  sought  to  incor- 
porate his  Kingdom  into  the  Union  of  the  IJnited  States,  as  the  means  best  calcu- 
lated to  attain  these  ends  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  equal  rights 
to  himself,  his  chiefs,  and  his  people;  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
being  actuated  solely  by  the  desire  to  add  to  their  security  and  prosperity  and  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, have  determined  to  accomi^lish  by  treaty  objects  so  important  to  their  mu- 
tual and  permanent  welfare. 

For  tliat  ])nrpose  His  Majesty  Kamehanieha  III,  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  has 
granted  full  powers  and  instructions  to  Robert  Crichton  Wyllie,  esquire,  his  min- 
ister of  foreign  relations,  his  secretary  at  war  and  of  the  navy,  member  of  his  privy 
council  of  state,  member  of  the  house  of  nobles,  and  chairman  of  the  commissioners 
of  his  privy  purse;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  invested  with  like 
powers  David  Lawrence  Gregg,  esquire,  commissicmer  of  said  States  to  the  said 
Kingdom ;  and  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  exchanging  their  full  powers,  have 
agreed  to  and  concluded  the  following  articles: 

Article  I. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  acting  in  conformity  with  the 
power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution  of  his  Kingdom,  and  wirh  the  wishes  of 
his  chiefs  and  people,  and  of  the  heads  of  every  department  of  his  Government, 
cedes  to  the  United  States  his  Kingdom,  with  all  its  territories,  t<»  be  held  by  them 
in  full  sovereignty,  subject  only  to  the  same  constitutional  provisions  as  the  other 
States  of  the  American  Union.  This  cession  includes  all  ])ublic  lots  and  squares, 
Government  lands,  mines  and  minerals,  salt  lakes  and  springs,  lish  ponds,  public 
edilices,  ibrtifications,  barracks,  forts,  ports  and  harbors,  reefs,  docks,  and  maga- 
zines, arms,  armaments  and  accouterments,  public  archives,  and  funds,  claiiiis, 
debts,  taxes  and  dues  existing,  available,  and  unpaid  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratiiications  of  this  treaty. 

Article  II. 

The  Kingdom  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  shall  ])o  incori)oratcd  into  the  American 
Union  as  a  State,  enjoying  the  same  degree  of  sovereignty  as  other  States,  and  ad- 
mitted as  such  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  in  consistency  with  the  ])rinciple8  and  re- 
(|Mirements  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  aiul  innnuuities 
of  a  State  as  aforesaid,  on  a  perfect  equality  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Article  III. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  his  chiefs  and  subjects  of  every 
class,  shall  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  existing  ]u>rsonHl  and  private 
rights— civil,  ])(ditical,  and  religions — to  the  utmost  extent  that  is  possible  umler 
the  iM'deral  Constitution,  and  shall  i)Ossess  and  forever  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
])iivileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  terms  of  perfect  etiuality,  in  ull  re- 
spects, with  other  American  citizens. 
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Aktui.k  IV. 

I  lit' (Ifcisiniis  of  tlh' Ixtanl  of  IjiiuI  roiiiiniHnionerB  mad**  an<l  not  appealed  from, 
at  the  tliitf  «»1  tlu'  tinal  ratilication  of  this  treaty,  Hljall  Ik- ami  it'iiiaiii  loniver  valid 
and  umlistmlied.  an<l  all  titles  to  real  t'Htate  \vlii«li  an*  now,  or  sliall  liave  then  heen 
declared  valid  under  the  laws  <tf  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  shall  he  held  to  he  e<inally 
valid  hy  the  I'nited  .States,  and  measures  shall  l»e  adopted  l)y  the  l.'nited  StatoH  fj)r 
tho  speedy  and  linal  ad.jtidieation  <»f  all  unsettled  claims  to  land  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  and  usages  under  which  they  may  have  originated. 

Article  V. 

All  enpairements  of  whatever  Ixiud,  atVectinjf  tlie  riglits  of  corporations  or  indi- 
viduals, validly  contracted,  and  lawfully  incnmhent  n]»on  the  King's  Government 
or  the  Hawaiian  nation  to  pay  and  discharge,  shall  he  respected  an<l  fulfilled  in  as 
promi)t,  full,  and  complete  a  manner  as  they  would  have  hcen  respected  and  tullillcd 
had  no  change  of  sovereignty  taken  place. 

Article  VI. 

The  public  lands  hereby  ceded  shall  be  snbject  to  the  laws  regnlating  the  public 
lands  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  liable,  however,  to  such  alterations  and 
changes  as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  enact.  The  grants  of  land  for  tho  pro- 
motion of  e<lu(ation  heretolore  made  by  the  Government  of  the  King  of  tin*  Hawaiian 
Islands  shall  be  contirmed  by  the  United  States,  which  in  addition  thereto,  shall 
grant  and  set  apart  for  the  i)urposes  of  common  scluxds.  seminaries  of  leaniing,  and 
nniv  rsities  so  nnich  of  the  public  lands  and  of  the  ])roceeds  thereof  as  may  be  ecjual 
proportionally  to  the  grants  for  such  purposes  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Article  VII. 

The  laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  so  far  as  they  are  com])atible  with  republican 
institutions  and  conformable  to  tlie  Constitution  of  tho  United  States,  shall  be  and 
remain  in  lull  force  and  elVect  until  moditied,  changed,  or  repealed  by  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  treaty. 

Article  VIII. 

In  consideration  of  the  cession  made  by  this  treaty,  and  in  compensation  to  all 
who  may  suffer  or  incur  loss  consequent  thereon,  the  United  States  shall  pay  the 
aggregate  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000)  as  annuities  to  the  King, 
the  Queen,  the  crown  prince,  those  standing  next  in  succession  to  the  throne,  the 
chiefs,  and  all  other  persons  whom  the  King  may  wish  to  conii)ensate  or  reward,  to 
b(;  a])])ortioned  as  may  be  determined  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  his  privy  council 
of  state,  wliich  amounts  to  be  ai>i)ortioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  pai<l  ratably  with- 
out deduction  or  ofVset  on  any  ground  or  in  any  shape  w  liat<;ver,  to  the  parties  sever- 
ally named  in  such  apportionment,  at  Honolulu,  on  the  first  day  of  .July  of  each  suc- 
cessive year  so  long  as  they  may  live.  It  is,  however,  expressly  agrt'ed  upon  that 
on  the  demise  of  His  present  Majesty  the  annuity  of  the  immediate  heir  to  the 
throne  shall  then  be  increased  to  the  same  amount  before  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
King  himself. 

As  a  further  consideration  for  the  cession  herein  made,  and  in  order  to  place  within 
the  reach  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  the  means  of  education,  present 
an<l  future,  so  as  to  enable  them  the  more  ])errectly  to  enjoy  and  discharge  the  rights 
and  duties  consequcmt  u))on  a  change;  from  monarchical  to  rei)ublican  institutions, 
the  United  States  agree  to  set  apart  and  pay  over  for  the  term  of  ten  years  the  sum 
of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ])er  annum,  one-third  of  which  shall  be  ajiplied  to 
constitute  the  ])rinci])al  of  a  fund  for  the  l)enefit  of  a  college  or  university,  or  colleges 
or  universities,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  balance  for  the  supi)ort  of  common  schools, 
to  be  invested,  secured,  or  applied  as  may  be  determined  by  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  when  admitted  as  a  State  into  tlie  Union,  as  aforesaid. 

Article  IX. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sliall  appoint  a  commissioner,  who  shall  receive  in  due  form,  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  and  territories  of  the 
Haw.'iiian  Islands;  also  all  publir  property,  archives,  and  other  things  hereinbefore 
stipulated  to  be  convened,  and  wiio  shall  exercise  all  executive  authority  in  said 
islands  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  order,  and  to  the  proper  execution 
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of  the  laws,  until  the  State  contemplated  in  this  treaty  can  be  duly  organized  and 
admitted  as  such  State ;  and  until  the  arrival  of  such  commissioner,  all  departments 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  shall  continue  as  now  constituted. 

Article  X. 

This  treaty  shall  he  ratified  by  the  respective  high  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Honolulu  within  eight  months  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  but  it  is  agreed  that  this  period  may  be  extended  by 
mutual  consent  of  the  two  parties. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  signed 
three  originals  of  this  treaty  of  annexation  in  Hawaiian  and  three  in  English,  and 
have  thereunto  afi6xed  our  respective  official  seals. 

Done  at  Honolulu  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

SEPARATE   AND   SECRET  ARTICLE. 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  guard  against  the  exigencies  declared  in  the  preamble 
to  the  foregoing  treaty,  and  to  secure  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  his  chiefs 
and  all  who  reside  under  his  jurisdiction  from  the  dangers  therein  referred  to  and 
expressed,  it  is  hereby  provided  and  expressly  agreed  that  at  any  time  betbre  the 
final  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  said  treaty,  if  the  same  shall  be  duly  ratified  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty  the  King  and  satisfa<:tory  notice  thereof  given  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  competent  for  His  Majesty,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  declare  his  islands  annexed  to  the  American  Union,  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  such  treaty  as  negotiated;  and  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being,  shall  receive  and  accej^t  the  transfer  of  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
islands,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  protect  and  defend  them  by  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  American  Union,  holding  the  same  for 
and  in  behalf  of  his  Government  and  exercising  the  jurisdiction  provided  for  in 
said  treaty,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  in  case  the  said  treaty  is  not 
finally  ratified,  or  other  arrangement  made  by  the  free  consent  and  to  the  mutual" 
satisfaction  of  the  contracting  parties,  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands  shall  imme- 
diately revert,  without  prejudice,  to  His  Majesty,  or  his  immediate  heir,  in  the 
same  conditions  as  before  the  transfer  thereof;  and  it  is  further  understood  and 
agreed  that  this  article  shall  be  as  binding  for  all  the  ends  and  purposes  herein  ex- 
pressed as  if  it  formed  a  part  of  the  foregoing  treaty. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marey. 

No.  54.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  October  2,  1S54. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  theTtli  ultimo  (No.  41)  I  mentioned  that  the 
British  consul-general  had  demanded  an  audience  of  tlie  King  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  to  him  certain  views  of  his  Governmeut. 
It  was  first  appointed  for  tlieOth  ultimo,  the  same  day  as  tliat  tixed  for 
tlie  audience  to  the  oflicers  of  the  t<t.  Mary,  but  the  King  being  unable 
on  account  of  illness  to  attend  it  was  then  ])ostponed.  Subsequently, 
however,  although  Gen.  Miller  at  first  declined,  an  arrangement  was 
made  to  receive  hiin  on  the  ISth,  when  he  made  an  extemporaneous 
speech  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  against  aniu'xation  to  the  United 
States  and  in  dispraise  of*  our  country,  her  Governmeut,  and  people. 

The  substance  of  his  remarks  has  been  stated  to  nie  by  those  who 
heard  them.  lie  deprecated  annexation  to  the  ignited  States  and  rep- 
resented it  to  be  one  of  the  woist  t'\'ils  which  could  befall  the  Hawaiian 
race,  denouncing  our  institutions  as  corrui)tiiig  in  their  tendency  and 
wholly  une(iual  to  i)rotect  in  se(;urity  the  (MiJoynuMit  of  life  and  i)rop- 
erty.  As  an  illustration,  he  referred  to  California  and  described  nu- 
merous disorders,  wlii(^h  he  alleged  had  prevailed  there,  in  the  strongest 


l-<i  HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

tiMins,  jurdiciiiiii  lliiit  tlic  introduction  of  Ainciicnn  rule  in  these 
islands  would  l>o  tlic  signal  lor  tlir  coiunu'nccnM'iit  of  a  similar  state  of 
tliin.us,  in  wliiclj  tlu'  ri;;lits  oltlif  native.'^  \\«>uld  l>e  altogether  lost  sight 
nl'and  sacriliced.  lie  read  at  lenj^th  the  articles  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  of  .Inly  1*0  and  the  Herald  of  a  previous  date,  on  tlie  subject 
of  annexation,  to  show  that  the  designs  of  our  (lovernnient  were  hostile 
to  Hawaiian  interests  ami  on<ilit  to  be  re;^arded  in  no  friendly  lij^Oit. 
These  ])a^)ers,  he  insisted,  w«*re  fair  and  honest,  rising"  above  the  eor- 
rui)tin.u  tendency  of  republican  instituti<Mis,  and  entitled  to  great 
Mciuht  in  forinin«^an  (jpinion  of  the  ])oli(;y  of  the  American  nation.  He 
(•omjdaincd  of  the  course  of  the  minister  of  lbrei«in  rehitioiis,  charging 
liim  with  a  want  of  o])enness  and  candor  and  stating  that  he  was  too 
much  disi)osed  to  |>ublish  matters  which  ought  to  ])e  kejjf  secret.  As  an 
instance,  lie  refened  to  the  Joint  protest  of  himself  and  INlons.  I'errin, 
last  year,  which,  hi'  said,  had  been  unnecessaiily  communicated  to  .Mr. 
Severance,  who  had  made  a  k>ng  rigamarole  of  a  reply,  and  that  his 
rejoinder  to  that  rei)ly  had  been  supi)ressed. 

I  have  the  best  reason  in  the  w(»rl(l  for  believing  that  in  this  res])ect  ' 
Gen.  Miller's  nicmoiy  was  at  fault,  as  he  never  niade  any  rej(under 
whatever.  He  also  entered  into  an  aigument  to  refute  what  1  took 
occasion  to  say  on  the  4th  of  July  relative  to  the  merits  of  colonial 
government  and  the  law  of  primogeniture,  praising  the  latter  as  a 
beneficent  institution  which  gave  England  a  class  of  gentlemen  and 
statesmen  not  to  be  surpassed  in  the  w^orld.  When  he  liad  concluded 
the  King  re[)lied  as  follows:  • 

I  have  heard  what  you  have  said  to  me  in  the  name  of  your  Government.  I  am 
not  sure  that  I  h;ive  clearly  understood  it  all,  but  1  shall  consider  it  so  far  as  I  nuiy 
be  abh'  to  recollect  it.  I  -would  prefer  that  in  all  matters  which  relate  to  my  sov- 
erci.Lrnty.  in  ^vhich  my  chiefs  and  people  have  a  dee])  interest,  communications 
shoidd  be  made  in  writing  so  as  to  prevent  misunAerstandingN  and  mistakes  either 
by  me  or  them. 

The  speech  of  Gen.  Miller  as  1  have  heard  accountsof  it  from  authen- 
tic sources,  Avas  an  outrage  u])on  all  ])roin'iety  and  insulting  to  the 
United  States.  An  accurate  statement  of  wdiattransi)ir('d  at  the  audi- 
ence was  draw  n  up,  as  1  have  reason  to  believe,  b}'  the  ministei"  of 
foreign  relations  and  submitted  to  Gen.  Miller  for  revision.  He  prom- 
ised to  write  out  the  substance  of  his  remarks,  but  as  yet  has  not  done 
so.  I  have  assurances  that  a  copy  w411  be  communicated  to  me  at  the 
earliest  i)racticable  moment.  Had  not  the  audience  been  what  is 
termed  i)rivate  I  should  have  requested  othcially  an  account  of  what 
took  idace,  and  shall  yet  tind  some  just  reason  for  doing  so  if  it  is  not 
received  as  I  anticipate  through  the  dictates  of  a  just  and  proi)er 
courtesy,  which  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  has  on  every  occasion 
heretofore  been  willing  to  extend. 

On  Thursday  last  (September  28)  the  officers  of  the  Portsmouth  and 
St.  Manj  had  a  loyal  audience  by  special  invitation  from  the  King. 
The  invitation  was  conveyed  to  me  on  the  preceding  day  through  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations.  The  whole  aft'air  may  be  regarded  as  ex- 
ceedingly comidimentary.  Sucli  a  thing  as  an  invitation  for  an  occa- 
sion of  this  kind  was  never  before  known  here.  Oa])t.  J)ornin  is  a 
great  favorite  among  all  classes  of  the  Hawaiian  i)eople,  commanding 
universal  respect  and  (confidence.  It  is  perhaps  to  this  fact,  as  much 
as  to  anything  else,  that  the  extraordinary  courtesy  of  the  occasion 
may  be  attributed.  But  it  may  be  said  undoubtedly  in  addition  that 
the  Hawaiian  authorities  are  especially  desirous  of  cultivating  friendly 
relations  w  ith  the  United  States,  and  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
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their  country  may  constitute  an  integral  portion  of  the  great  !N'orth 
American  Republic. 

Since  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  ultimo  there  has  been  no  progress  in 
regard  to  the  treaty  of  annexation.  The  crown  prince  is  absent  on  the 
island  of  Hawaii,  but  he  has  been  sent  for  and  his  return  is  daily  ex- 
pected. Tliis  step  resulted  from  my  letter  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  date  of  September  12,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  already 
transmitted  for  your  information.  1  inclose  herewith  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  receipt,  from  which  you  will  perceive  the  cause  of  any  recent 
delay  that  has  occurred. 

T  now  feel  some  confidence  that  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
prince  the  treaty  will  be  signed  and  ratified.  The  King  is  unwilling 
to  liave  any  action  taken  in  his  absence,  but  at  the  same  time  anxious 
to  bring  matters  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  Liholiho  has  already  given 
his  formal  assent  to  the  negotiations  so  far,  by  countersigning  with  the 
ministers  the  protocols  and  also  the  draft  of  the  treaty,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  sent  you.  Present  appearances  indicate  that  the  period  of  pro- 
crastination is  nearly  at  an  end,  and.  I  indulge  the  expectation  of  being 
able  to  send  home  a  treaty  of  annexation  in  time  for  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  GREGa. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

N"o.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  December  19,  1854. 

Sir:  The  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Kamehameha  III,  died  on 
Friday  last,  the  15th  instant,  after  an  illness  of  about  two  weeks.  He 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  March,  1813,  being  in  his  forty-second  year. 
By  his  subjects  lie  was  universally  beloved,  and  among  them  the  mani- 
festations of  grief  are  universal  and  striking.  With  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion the  resident  foreigners  respected  him  and  confided  in  his  justice 
and  generosity.  His  partiality  to  Americans  has  always  been  strong, 
and  it  will  be  universally  conceded  that  by  his  decease  they  have  lost 
a  faithful  and  honorable  friend. 

As  soon  as  his  death  was  known,  minute  guns  were  fired  from  the 
fort  on  shore  and  by  all  the  vessds  of  war  in  the  harbor. 

On  the  same  day  the  accession  of  the  Prince  Eoyal  Alexander  Liho- 
liho to  the  throne,  under  tiie  style  of  Kamehameha  IV,  was  ])r()claimed 
and  received  universal  acquiescence.  The  young  monarch  will  be  lil 
years  of  age  on  the  9th  of  February  next.  By  the  Hawaiian  laws  the 
age  of  majority  for  malc^s  is  fixed  at  twenty,  so  that  he  bec(mies  at  once 
ruler  de  facto  of  the  Kingdom. 

Bat  few  young  men  of  his  years  have  more  ability  or  intelligence. 
His  general  education  is  good  and  for  sometime  i)ast  he  has  been  ac- 
customed to  take  part  in  the  management  of  public  alVairs.  A  few 
ycais  simte,  with  his  older  brother,  he  visited  the  United  Stat(\s  and 
l^^urojx',  and  (n'idently  derived  much  ])rofit  from  the  oi)p()rtnnity  thus 
l)lac(;d  within  his  reach.  His  niannersand  habitsarei)lain  and  simple, 
in  consistency  with  the  American  education  he  has  received. 
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The  cjiImiici  iiiinistors  and  incnibors  of  the  ])iivy  coimcil  ])laco<l  tlicir 
ofliccs  at  the  disixjsal  of  tlic  new  s(>vi'iri;;ii  yesterday,  1ml  Iir  drsircd 
them  to  n-niain  lor  tlic  ])rt'st'nt  in  the  discharge  of  thi'ir  seveial  liiiic- 
tioiis. 

The  Kiiifi's  eonlidciitiul  and  most  iiitlucntial  adviser  is  the  Hon. 
AVilliam  Tj.  Lee,  chicr  justi(<*  of  the  sui)i('m('  court,  a  tlioroii;;:li  Ameri- 
rau  and  a  man  of  un(h>ul)t«'d  iutejjfiity.  On  tlic  iM  instant  he  resij;iKMl 
Ills  oilier  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  his  rcsi^iiiation  was  not  tlien  jic- 
eepted,  and  the  present  Kinfj:  absolutely  refuses  to  allow  him  to  (|uit 
his  position,  pronnsinji'  to  have  such  an  arrangement  made  as  will  relieve 
him  of  his  most  burdensome  duties. 

♦  ♦  *  *  *  •  • 

The  salute  at  sunrise  on  the  lOtli,  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  the 
minister  of  the  bSth,  was  participated  in  by  the  St.  Mat}/,  but  not  by 
the  Kufj^lish  and  French  shii)s  in  port,  probably  for  the  reason  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  follow  the  Hawaiian  and  American  salutes. 
*'The  royal  salute  of  eticpiette"  a])i)ears  to  have  been  arranj^ed  for  the 
purpose  of  iiivin<»'  them  au  opportunity  of  making  u])  for  the  omission 
of  the  nKuiiin^*. 


I  have,  etc., 


David  L.  Geegg. 


Mr.  Gregg  to  Mr.  Marcy, 

No.  04.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  December  29^  1854. 

Sill:  *  *  *  From  information  which  has  recently  come  to 
my  knowledge,  I  am  inclined  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  present 
head  of  the  government  will  be  disposed  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the 
separate  independence  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  I  anticipate,  there- 
fore, a  notification,  as  soon  as  affairs  are  somewhat  settled,  to  the  effect 
that  the  negotiations  for  annexation  to  the  United  States  are  no  longer 
to  be  entertained.  This  is  rather  a  matter  of  inference  than  of  positive 
certainty;  but  my  ow^n  mind  is  convinced  that  the  anticipations  I  en- 
tertained will  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  think  it  also  probable  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  secure  the  pro- 
tection of  the  existing  sovereignty  by  the  United  States,  France,  and 
Great  Britain.  That  foreign  protection  of  some  kind  will  be  S(mght,  I 
regard  as  almost  a  certainty.  I  should  be  glad  to  leceive  instructions 
to  guide  my  conduct  in  the  event  of  any  such  question  being  brought 
up  for  consideration. 

Tlie  niinisteis  who  will  doubtless  be  reappointed  are  men  of  honesty 
and  integrity,  but  my  observation  leads  me  to  conclude  that  in  their 
estimation  tiie  retention  of  office  is  a  paramount  consideration.  Their 
great  fault  is  weakness  and  not  perversity  of  purpose.  Besides  their 
views  are  all  against  the  present  administration  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  they  conceive  it  to  be  fair  and  just  to 
pursue  every  legitimate  course  to  play  advisedly  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  desire  political  changes.  Theses  remarks  are  especially  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  American  elements  of  tlie  Hawaiian  Government. 
I  have,  etc., 

David  L.  Geegg. 
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Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Gregg. 

No.  12.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  31  j  1855. 

Sir  :  The  policy  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  future  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  is  i)resented  in  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to 
you.  That  policy  is  not  to  accelerate  or  urge  on  any  important  change 
in  the  government  of  that  country,  but  if  it  has  or  should  become  so 
far  enfeebled  that  it  can  not  be  continued,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
islands  must  be  transferred  to  another  power,  then  a  state  of  things 
will  exist  in  w  hich  it  will  be  proper  for  the  United  States  to  have  a  re- 
gard to  the  future  condition  of  that  country.  ^ 

If  the  Hawaiian  Government  and  i)eoi^le  become  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  such  a  change,  it  is  probable  that  they  will,  if  left  to  their 
free  choice,  look  to  tlie  United  States  as  the  country  to  which  they 
would  wish  to  be  united.  To  a  proi^er  arrraugement  of  this  kind  this 
Government  certainly  has  no  objection. 

My  dispatch  of  the  Ith  of  April  last  has  reference  to  such  a  contin- 
gency which  it  was  then  supposed  was  about  to  happen.  In  case  a 
transfer  of  the  islands  was  proffered  to  the  United  States,  you  were 
directed  to  enter  into  negotiations  as  to  the  terms  of  it  and  conclude  a 
treaty  on  that  subject.  The  outlines  of  such  a  treaty  were  contained 
in  that  dispatch. 

You  have  apprised  the  Department  that  as  soon  as  negotiations  w^ere 
opened  you  perceived  that  stipulations  different  from  those  indicated 
in  your  instructions  were  insisted  on,  and  yon  very  properly  notified 
the  Hawaiian  authorities  that  you  could  only  entertain  them  as  matters 
to  be  referred  to  your  Government  for  its  approval  or  rejection. 

The  draft  of  a  treaty  you  have  forwarded  to  tlie  Department  has 
been  considered  by  the  Piesident,  and  he  directs  me  to  say  that  he  can 
not  approve  of  some  of  the  articles.  If  ratified  in  its  i^resent  shape 
at  Honolulu  and  sent  hither,  he  would  not  probably  submit  it  to  the 
Senate.  There  are  in  his  mind  strong  objections  to  the  immediate  in- 
corporation of  the  islands  in  their  present  condition  into  the  Union  as 
an  independent  State.  It  was  exi)ected  tliat  the  llinvaiian  Government 
would  be  willing  to  offer  the  islands  to  the  United  States  as  a  territory, 
and  to  leave  the  question  in  relation  to  their  becoming  a  State  to  the 
determination  of  this  Government,  unembarrassed  by  stipulations  on 
that  point.  The  interests  of  both  parties  would  seem  to  indicate  this 
as  the  wisest  course.  A  treaty  which  would  embarrass  the  United 
States  in  their  action  on  this  question  would  therefore  be  objectionable. 

There  are  other  objecitions  to  the  draft  which  you  have  sent  to  the 
Department,  though  less  formidable  than  that  which  the  second  article 
l)resents.  The  amount  to  be  paid  as  annuities,  etc.,  according  to  the 
draft,  is  much  larger  than  was  contemplated. 

I  think  it  would  be  j)roper  that  you  should  inform  the  Hawaiian  Gov- 
ernment that  the  United  States  would  not  be  likely  to  approve  of  a 
treaty  differing  in  important  ])articulars  from  the  terms  contained  in 
the  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  A])ril. 

This  Government  will  receive  the  transfer  of  thi^  sovcMeignty  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  with  all  proper  provisions  lelative  to  the  existing 
rights  and  interests  of  the  peo])le  thereof,  such  as  are  nsnal  and  ap- 
juopriate  to  territorial  sovereignty.  It  will  be  the  object  of  the  Uniti^l 
States,  if  clothed  with  the  sovereignty  of  that  country,  to  ])ronu)te  its 
growth  and  j)rosperity.  This  consideration  alone  ought  to  be  a  suili- 
S.  lOx.  77 1) 
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t'init  a>>iimiir«-  (o  I  In*  |mm)])I(>  tliat   tlioir  rip^hts  ami    inlcn'sts  will  he 
duly  iTsjM'ctt'd  and  jlicrislKMl  by  this  (lOViTiiiiMiit. 

In  pn'sfiitiii;:  ol»jt'(ti()iis  to  the  draft  <d"  the  tri'aty  which  yon  havo 
sent  to  this  Department,  the  l*iesident  desires  nie  to  assure  yon  that 
he  takes  no  exception  whatever  to  your  course  in  this  diflicult  and  em 
barrassin*,^  iiejiotiation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  hi<ihly  a|>|>rovcd. 
Your  clVorts  have  been  |>r(»perly  direct<'d  and  your  alulity  is  ajtpre 
i'iated  and  <-omnieiided.  It  ^i\es  me  pleasure  toconciii  in  and  (oinuiii 
nicate  the  President's  ai>juol)ation  of  your  conduct. 
1  am,  ete., 

W.l..  Makcv. 


Mr.  McBride  to  Mr.  Setvard, 

No.  0.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  .9,  1803. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  tlie  subject  is  a  delictate  one,  yet  rej^ardinj,^ 
it  as  a  duty  to  my  Government  to  traiismit  information  concerning  the 
policy  and  views  of  that  to  which  I  am  accredited,  1  ask  your  undivided 
attention  to  a  few  facts  in  reference  to  this  Government,  and  some 
things  connected  with  it. 

First.  The  King  is  strongly  predisposed  in  favor  of  the  British  in 
preference  to  Americans,  or  those  of  any  other  nationality.  English 
policy,  English  etiquette,  and  English  grandeur  seem  to  captivate 
and  control  him.  His  familiar  associates  are  Englishmen,  and  where  an 
office  becomes  vacated  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  it  is  tilled  by 
the  appointment  of  an  Englishman.  Jn  a  word,  English  diplomacy 
here  has  been  so  adroit  and  sagacious  as  to  win  tlie  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  His  Majesty  and  the  roj  al  family,  while  American  diidomacy 
has  been  a  complete  failure  in  this  respect. 

It  is  jdainly  to  be  seen  that  the  I^ritish  Government  places  a  high 
estimate  on  the  future  value  of  these  islands,  believing,  no  doubt,  that 
the  Pacific  and  other  railroads  will  be  built,  and  that  these  islands  will 
become  very  important  as  a  "half-way  house''  between  Europe  and 
America  on  one  side  and  China  and  Jai)an  on  the  other,  and  also  in 
their  capacity  for  growing  the  sugar  cane,  coffee,  rice,  and  cotton,  which, 
no  doubt,  will  be  very  great  when  fairly  and  fully  developed.  The  sa- 
lubrity and  pecuHar  i)leasantness  of  the  climate  must  also  add  much  to 
the  intrinsic  worth  and  importance  of  this  country. 

Secondly.  The  King's  health  is  poor,  being  alliicted  with  astlnna 
and  other  chronic  affections,  and  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
he  w  ill  live  many  years,  and,  like  other  valetudinarians,  his  death  would 
not  suri)rise  his  acquaintances  at  any  time.  The  English  influences 
which  are  throw^n  around  the  King  in  the  persons  of  English  school 
teachers  recently  imported,  and  a  number  of  English  clergymen  sent 
liere  by  Her  Britannic  ^Majesty  at  the  request  of  the  King,  and  he  not 
a  pious  man,  and  the  filling  of  vacant  offices  by  Englishmen,  on  the 
whole,  being  considered,  is  shrewdly  suspected  of  being  a  political  affair 
under  the  garb  of  religion  and  intended  at  least  to  supersede  Ameri- 
cans holding  office  under  His  ^lajesty's  Government,  American  school 
teachers,  and  American  clergymen,  many  of  whom  have  already  been 
turned  out;  in  other  words,  an  endeavor  to  thoroughly  Anglicize  this 
place  and  prepare  it  for  a  British  regency. 
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Thirdly.  The  native  population  is  decreasing  so  rapidly  as  to  produce 
the  general,  if  not  the  universal,  belief  that  within  a  short  period,  say 
from  twent}"  to  forty  years,  there  will  not  be  enough  of  them  remaining 
to  perj^etuate  this  Government.  This  being  the  case,  these  islands 
must,  of  necessity,  pass  into  other  hands  and  their  destiny  be  controlled 
by  otlier  people.  The  question  then  is,  to  what  nation  shall  they  be- 
long, and  to  whom  ought  they  belong,  the  English  or  the  Americans? 
They  are  the  only  competitors. 

Fourtlily.  An  p]nglishraau  a  little  over  a  year  ago  loaned  this  Gov- 
ernment .§90, 000  for  ten  years  at  10  i)er  cent  per  annum,  in- 
terest to  be  paid  annually.  This  Government,  in  all  probability, 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  more  than  the  interest,  if  that,  and  will 
be  more  likely  to  hypothecate  lands  to  Englishmen  or  to  the  Eng- 
lish Government  for  more  money.  Such  an  event  would  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  Great  Britain  (Napoleon-like)  to  take  and  hold  these  islands 
as  an  indemnity,  and  everybody  knows  what  the  result  would  be.  The 
payment  of  tliis  debt  by  the  United  States,  and,  if  need  be,  the  loan  of 
half  a  million  more,  together  with  presents  both  ornamental  and  useful 
to  their  uuijesties  and  to  the  heir  apparent,  cautiously  and  wisely  be- 
stowed, might  be  the  means  of  giving  Americans  the  vantage  ground 
in  point  of  court  influence  and  other  interests  whicli  may  come  up  in 
the  future. 

I  beg  leave  to  farther  say  that  American  interests  greatly  predomi- 
nate here  over  all  others  combined,  and  not  less  than  four-fifths  of  the 
commerce  connected  with  these  islands  is  American.  The  merchants, 
traders,  dealers  of  all  kinds,  and  planters  are  principally  Americans. 
The  English  have  no  commerce  here  worthy  of  the  name  and  but  one  or 
two  retail  stores;  the  Germans  about  the  same  amount  of  business  as 
the  English.  Many  American  merchants  here  are  doing  quite  a  large 
business,  and  would  extend  their  business  still  more  but  for  the  danger 
of  British  rule  ov^er  this  group,  which,  if  it  should  become  the  dominant 
or  governing  i)ower,  American  interests  would  be  crushed  out  with 
eagerness  and  dispatch.  Such  is  the  universal  belief  of  all  American 
citizens  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  and  such  is  my  own  opinion.  It 
would  be  a  flagrant  injustice  to  American  citizens,  after  they  have 
labored  for  the  good  of  tliese  islands  for  the  last  forty  years,  after  they 
have  brought  these  people  out  of  barbarism  and  taught  them  civiliza- 
tion, science,  and  religion;  iu  a  word  made  them  an  intelligent  and 
CInistian  nation,  and  have  done  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  countrj^,  and  given  it  a  world-wide  i)opu- 
larity,  to  be  either  driven  out  or  so  treated  and  harassed  as  to  make 
it  necessary  for  their  interests  to  sacrifice  their  projierty  and  leave, 
which  is  believed  would  be  the  case  i)rovided  the  English  obtain  greater 
influence  with  the  King  than  they  now  have;  which  inllueuce  it  is  the 
desire  of  Americans  here  and  for  the  interests  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  avert.  Some  merchants  and  planters  are  contracting  their 
business,  so  that  they  may  not  suffer  so  heavy  a  loss  in  the  event  of 
the  change  which  seems  ])robal)le  at  no  very  distant  day. 

i  am  also  informed  that  the  British  Government  since  the  connnence- 
ment  of  the  rebellion  in  the  ('uited  States  sent  a  de])utation  to  exam- 
ine and  report  on  the  cotton  growing  ('a])acity  of  this  grou]),  and  the 
re])oit  is  said  to  be  rcmarkahly  favorable.  This  may  aid  in  explaining 
the  lively  interest  which  Her  IJrirish  Majesty's  (Jovernment  takes  in  this 
Government  and  the  ilnal  disposition  of  these  islands  so  far  aa  con- 
duct is  a  faithful  ind(^\  to  design.  The  cotton-growing  cai)acity  of 
these  islands  has  been  sullieiently  tested  to  demonstrate  it  as  a  fact 
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that  it  isiHit  at  all  immor  to  AIabaiiia,('rcorj(ia, or  Mississippi, rillni  as 
to  tpiality  or  <jiian(it>  prr  atTc.  Tliere  is  soiiic  cott^m  now  ^Mowin;;  in 
tho  siil)iiibs  of  this  city  as  rich  jiiid  luxuriant  a  j,nowth  as  I  ever  saw 
in  the  Southern  States.  The  capacity  of  tlies«'  islands  for  ^^•o^vin;isu;,^^r 
«'ane  is  of  worhl  wide  ceh'l)rity  and  is  known  to  Im*  not  infcrioi-  to  tiiaf 
of  any  otluT  country.  All  the  su^ar  i)lantations  of  any  note  on  tiiesc 
islands,  wiMi  the  excej)tioi]  of  two  or  three,  helon;;  to  Americans.  Cof- 
fee j;rows  here  well  ami  it  is  l)elieved  that  with  proper  care  and  skill 
it  nii«,dit  heconie  (Mpial  to  tlHKse  more  celel)rate<l  coffee  •^n-owinj;  i-cmn 
tries.  A  j^rcat  deal  is  now  raised  here,  althou;4li  lor  the  last  few  years 
there  has  been  in  some  localities  what  is  here  called  the  hli;,dit  on  the 
tree.     This  soil  f,n-ows  rice  of  an  excellent  (juality  in  jireat   abundance. 

Indian  corn  ;^rows  well  here  and  yields  from  I'd  to  40  bushels  per  a<Te. 
(larden  ve«^etables  also  <irow  well  here. 

This  ^loup  <d'  islands  under  the  control  of  our  (lovernmeiit,  in  my 
judjiuient  would  be  far  more  valuable  than  the  ownership  of  both 
Cuba  and  the  IJahania  Islands.     Allot  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


1  have  the  honor,  etc., 


James  McBkide. 


Messaf/e  of  the  Prcsiflcnt  of  the  United  States,  eitrnmunieatiufi,  in  answer  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instattt,  a  report  of  the  Secretari/  oj 
State,  relatirr  to  a  2)roposed  reeiprocitij  treaty  })etween  the  United  States 
and  Sandicieh  Islamfs. 

Fkbkuary  8,  1864. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  a  reciproc- 
ity treaty  with  the  Sandwich  Islands,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Washington,  February  5, 1864, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  5,  1864, 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  wiiom  has  been  referred  the  Senate's  reso- 
lution of  yesterday,  requesting  the  President,  ^'if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  recent  cor- 
respondence at  the  l)ei)artment  of  State  relative  to  a  proposed  reciproc- 
ity treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Sandwich  Islands,"  has 
the  honor  to  report  that  application  has  been  made  for  a  revival  of  a 
similar  treaty  which  was  negotiated  here  during  the  administration  of 
President  Pierce,  but  which  was  not  ai)proved  by  the  Senate.  After 
due  consideration,  however,  esi)ecially  in  connection  with  the  probable 
effect  of  such  a  measure  on  the  public  revenue  at  this  juncture,  it  has 
not  been  deemed  advisable  further  to  entertain  the  subject.  It  is  not 
deemed  expedient  at  present  to  communicate  the  corresiDondence  called 
for  by  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  H.  Seward. 

The  President. 
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Mr.  Seivard  to  Mr.  McBride, 

Ko.  10.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  14^  1864, 
James  McBride,  Esq.,  etc. : 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  9,  of  October  9,  1863,  lias  been  received. 
Tlie  subject  of  whicli  it  treats,  viz,  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands — the  efforts  made  by  its  officials  there  to  shape  and 
control  the  future  destinies  of  these  islands — and  the  measures  which 
you  indicate,  with  the  \dew  of  counteracting  these  influences,  are  all 
deemed  of  much  importance  and  they  will  receive  the  consideration  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled. 
I  am,  etc., 

William  H.  Seward. 


Mr,  McBride  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Ko.  37.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu^  September  10,  1864. 
Sir:  As  the  United  States  Government  is  now  paying  rent  for  a 
piece  of  ground  ibr  a  naval  depot,  and  as  a  permanent  depot  here  will 
be  vastly  more  important  to  our  Government  in  the  future  than  it  has 
been  in  time  past,  from  the  increased  necessity  for  naval  defense,  owing 
to  the  States  and  Territories  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican whale  ships  floating  in  various  i^arts  of  the  Pacific,  the  increased 
and  increasing  commerce  with  these  islands,  and  last,  though  not  least, 
the  immense  commerce  which  we  have  the  right  to  anticipate  between 
the  United  States,  China,  and  Japan,  I  hope  it  will  be  considered  proper 
in  me  to  suggest  that,  if  a  reciprocity  treaty  should  at  any  time  be 
made  with  this  Government,  a  fee  simple  to  a  piece  of  land  at  this 
port,  sufficient  for  a  wharf  and  buildings  for  a  naval  depot  and  also 
for  a  dry  dock,  should  be  made  one  of  the  conditions  of  said  treaty,  as 
the  principal  advantage  accruing  from  vsuch  a  treaty  will  be  to  this 
Government,  as  shown  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

James  McBride. 


Mr.  McCooli  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  (].]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  September  .>,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  3,  inclosing  the  opinicm  of  the  Attorney-General  in  the  matter  of 
tlie  American  shii)s  Josephine  and  Bine  f/aeket. 

1  regard  it  as  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  Government  luis 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  indicated  by  the  opinions  of  tlie  Attorney- 
General,  for  the  Hawaiiajj  courts  have  in  the  past  certaiidy  shown  a 
disi)()sition  to  unnecessarily  annoy  American  sliii)miisters,  and  tluvlJa- 
waiiaii  (Jovenimcnt  has  iii\aii;il)ly  reliiscd  to  redr^'ss  their  grievances. 

in  examining  the  correspondence  of  my  predecessors  1  observe  that 
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<M(li  Olio  lias  scon  ])r()))or  to  (•oinnninicjito  to  tlio  Stato  Drjjai  tmont  liis 
viows  ill  rolatioii  to  tlio  (lovorimiont  and  poo]>lo  of  tlirso  islands.  Al- 
tliou«ili  I  sii])i)oso  yon  aro  already  tlioron;^lil.\  inrornu'd,  yot  i  drsin'  to 
call  yonr  attention  to  some  points  upon  wliicli  J  very  inat^'rially  ditl'er 
from  tlio  idoas  oxprossrd  hy  my  prodroossois. 

Boforo  my  arrival  hero  1  was  lod  to  holievo  that  this <loverninent  dia 
playod  a  maikod  hostility  towards  tlio  Govornmont  and  citizons  ol'tlio 
I'nitod  Statos.  Tlie  Stato  Dopartmont  lias  jM-ohahly  Im'Oii  lod  into 
tlio  same  orror.  I  am  \)oilo('tly  satistiod  that  no  such  loolin^  doos  oxist. 
JMaiiy  of  tlio  Anioi  ioan  rosidonts  liavo  rondorod  tliomsolvosohnoxions  to 
tlio  Kin.n  and  liis  oahinot  by  ])orsonal  almso  of  tlio  ministors  ami  nnwar- 
rantod  intorfMOnco  in  tlio  i)olitioal  atl'airs  of  tho  Kinj^dom.  Tho  nat- 
ural losnlt  of  tills  has  heoii  dislike,  freely  expressed,  on  both  sides.  As 
the  fooliii<i  is  ai)])aroiitly  of  an  ontiroly  ])orsonal  oharaoter,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  alloct  my  rolationsorthorolationsof  my  (iovoriimont 
Avith  IlisMaJostyandhisministers.  An(>tliorolassof  Americans,  tho  mis 
siouaries,  have  controlled  the  political  aflairs  of  the  country  since  1S20. 
They  are  dissatistiod  because  within  the  last  few  years  they  have  lost 
their  hold  n])0ii  the  (lovernmont  anditsollicu'S.  The  first  class  of  Ameri- 
cans arc  «icnoially  disai)iM)intc(l  ad\  entiirors,  the  second  class  are  re- 
li<»ionists,  who,  lia\iii<;  once  exercised  supremo  ]>ower  in  church  and 
state,  feel  all  tho  bitterness  of  disa])])ointinent  at  seeing  their  jxilitical 
power  pass  into  other  hands,  and  knowin.u-  that  the  nati\'e  i)oimlation 
is  bo';innin<i-  to  listen  to  a  rcli<iion  ]»reacliod  from  other  pulpits  ihan 
their  own.  The  American  missionaries  have  undonbt<Mlly  labored  faitli- 
liilly;  but  it  is  their  own  fault  if,  alter  tbrty  years'  experience  as  keep- 
ers of  the  conscience  to  the  natives  andtheir  ])iinces,  they  permit  them- 
selves to  be  driven  from  tho  hold  by  an  adroit  Enf;iish  priest,  whose 
church  is  a  mere  iiolitical  machine,  and  who  possesses  apparently 
uoither  the  intolli<4ence  nor  the  virtue  of  his  more  experienced  and  Pu- 
ritanical bi  other  missionarios. 

80  far  as  I  can  see,  the  iniluonce  of  the  American  Government  is  all 
that  it  has  ever  been.  Tho  iniluonce  of  American  individuals  has  been 
lost  thnmgli  their  own  want  of  tact  and  harmony. 

There  is  still  another  class — the  planters  of  the  country.  They  are 
uearly  all  Americans,  both  in  nationality  and  in  sympsithy;  they  are 
the  better  class  of  the  residents  of  the  islands,  possess  its  substantial 
wealth,  control  its  resources,  and  annually  ship  20,0<  0,000  iiounds  of 
su^ar  to  the  Pacilic  coast  of  the  United  States.  Their  iiecuniary  in- 
terests, their  jiolitical  sympathies,  their  business  relations,  and  their 
personal  attachments  are  all  with  the  United  States  and  its  citizens. 

The  health  of  the  present  Kiiif^-  is  most  precarious.  When  ho  dies 
the  race  of  Hawaiian  kings  dies  with  him,  and  1  feel  confident  that  he 
will  not  name  a  successor.  Plis  Majesty  is  superstitious  and  to  a  great 
degree  under  the  intluence  of  a  native  sorceress,  who  has  predicted 
that  he  will  die  as  soon  as  he  names  a  successor.  He  has  faith  in  her 
prophecy  and  acts  accordingly.  I  mention  this  fact  in  order  that  you 
may  more  properly  appreciate  the  enlightened  influences  which  some- 
times control  ilis  .Majesty's  important  political  measures. 

Tho  fact  as  I  stato  it  is  undoubted,  and  in  the  event  that  no  successor 
to  the  throne  is  ai)pointed  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may 
be  called  ujion  to  arbitrate  the  future  of  this  country.  For  this  rea- 
son I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  remind  you  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
here  and  to  call  your  a'^tention  to  the  value  of  American  interests 
which  do  now,  and  always  must,  center  in  Mi(;se  islands. 
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They  are  the  resting  place,  supply  depot,  and  reshipping  point  of  all 
our  American  whaling  fleet. 

They  are  the  sources  from  which  the  Pacific  States  receive  all  the 
sugars  they  consume. 

The  greater  x>art  of  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  moneyed  in- 
terests of  the  islands  are  in  the  hands  of  American  citizens. 

All  vessels  bound  from  our  Pacific  coast  to  China  pass  close  to  these 
shores. 

Geographically  these  i.slands  occupy  the  same  important  relative  posi- 
tion towards  the  Pacific  that  the  Bermudas  do  towards  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  the  United  States,  a  position  which  makes  them  important  to 
the  English,  convenient  to  the  French,  and,  in  the  event  of  war  with 
either  of  those  powers,  absolutely  necessary  to  the  United  States. 
Destitute  of  both  army  and  navy,  the  Hawaiian  Government  is  without 
the  i)ower  to  resist  aggression,  to  compel  belligerents  to  respect  the 
neutrality  of  her  ports.  Equally  destitute  of  financial  resources,  they 
are  without  the  means  of  indemnifying  those  who  may  suffer  through 
their  weakness. 

The  spirit  of  this  whole  people  is  heartily  republican  and  thoroughly 
American.  The  King,  his  half  dozen  half-civilized  nobles,  as  many 
cabinet  ministers,  and  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Honolulu  (Staley)  constitute 
tlie  entire  aristocratic  element  of  the  country,  either  in  fact  or  in  feeling. 
And  when  this  dynasty  ends,  as  end  it  will  probably  within  the  next 
year,  I  am  sure  that  if  the  American  Go s^ernment  indicates  the  slightest 
desire  to  test  in  tliese  islands  the  last  Xapoleonic  conception  in  the  way 
of  territorial  extension  you  will  find  the  x>eople  here  with  great  unani- 
mity ^'demanding  by  votes,  freely  expressed,  annexation  to"  the  United 
Staters. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Edward  McCook, 
United  States  Minister  Resident, 


[rrivate.— For  the  Secretary  alone.] 

San  Francisco,  June  7, 18G7, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Washington^  J).  G.  : 

Sir:  I  sail  to-morrow  for  Honolulu  and  desire  before  leading  to  ask 
you  to  order  me  to  report  in  Washington  about  the  time  the  Hawaiian 
treaty  comes  before  tlie  Senate  for  ratification  or  grant  me  a  leave  of 
absence  for  that  purpose.  I  will  then  have  in  my  possession  every  fact 
which  niight  infiuence  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress;  and  it 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  how  deep  an  interest  I  feel  in  the  suc- 
cessful conclusion  of  the  matter  with  which  you  intrusted  me. 

Siiould  the  treaty  be  ratified,  I  will  feel  that  I  have  possibly  accom- 
idished  all  I  can  accomplish  in  my  i)resent  position,  and  will  i)robably 
wish  to  return  to  my  home  in  Colorado,  unless  you  should  favor  the 
absolute  accpiisition  of  tlie  Hawaiian  Islands,  in  which  event  1  would 
like  to  conduct  the  negotiations.  1  think  their  sovereignty  could  be 
purchased  from  the  present  King,  and  feel  sure  that  the  peo])le  of  the 
United  States  wouhl  r(M*eive  sucli  a  ])ur(',hase  with  universal  acclama- 
tion. Will  you  permit  me  to  suggest  that  you  sound  Mr.  Harris  on  tlie 
subject? 
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I  li(»iir  you  will  send  mo  the  leave  of  absence  or  orders  T  have  asked 
lor;  1  know  it  simmms  like  taxin*;  your  indiilfrenco  too  far  to  ask  this  fa- 
vor so  soon  after  r»'(eivin«;  a  similar  one  at  your  hands;  l>ut  I  certainly 
have  no  wish  to  niaki'  the  lon^'  winter  voya^^c  from  Honolulu  to  New 
York  as  a  i)Ieasure  trij),  aiul  my  only  reason  for  wishin<(  to  visit  the 
United  States  this  winter  is  that  I  believe  it  will  materially  advaneo 
the  interests  of  the  public  service,  and  I  feel  sure  yon  will  be  perfectly 
satislied  with  the  result  should  you  permit  me  to  come. 
1  have,  etc., 

Edwaed  M.  McCook. 


Ifr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  McCook, 

[Coundential.] 

No.  .33.]  Departivtent  of  State, 

WasMn(/1on,  July  13,  1S67, 
Mr.  MrCooK, 

JlonoluUi: 
Sir  :  Your  private  note  written  on  the  27th  of  June,  on  the  eve  of 
your  departure  from  San  Francesco  for  Honolulu,  has  just  been  received. 
You  have  leave  to  come  to  this  place  at  the  next  meeting  of  Con<rress, 
which  will  i)robably  take  place  in  November. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  sound  the  proper  authority  on  the  larp^e  subject 
mentioned  in  your  note  and  ascertain  probable  conditions.  You  may 
confidentially  receive  overtures  and  communicate  the  same  to  me. 

1  will  act  upon  your  suggestion  in  that  relation  in  regard  to  a  party 
uow  here. 

I  am,  etc., 

William  n.  Sewaed. 


Mr.  McCooJc  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  31. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  August  5,  18G7. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  Since  my  dispatch  No.  30  1  have  had  several  interviews  with 
His  Majesty  the  King,  in  one  of  w  hich  I  called  his  attention  to  the 
remark  made  by  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs  relative  to  His  Majesty 
leaving  his  capital  because  of  the  presence  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna 
here  (Mi-.  l)e  Varigny,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  was  luesent), 
and  the  King  disavowed  any  such  motiv^e  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
left  this  island  siini)ly  to  superintend  the  labor  on  some  one  of  his  plan- 
tations. The  whole  subject  was  dismissed  by  my  calling  His  Majesty's 
ittention  fo  the  fact  that  there  had  been  nothing  in  the  past  acts  or 
present  attitude  of  my  Government  toward  this  Kingdom  which  should 
make  the  presence  of  an  American  man-of-war  in  these  waters  the 
source  of  suspicion,  and  that  1  regarded  it  as  peculiarly  unfortunate 
that  these  suspicions  should  be  expressed  at  this  particular  time,  when 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  endeavoring,  by  the  uegotia- 
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tioii  of  a  reciprocity  treaty  and  by  every  other  assurance  in  tlieir  power, 
to  show  tlieir  friendship  for  the  King  and  i)eople  of  these  islatids. 

On  the  25th  of  July  His  Majesty  again  sent  for  me  to  meet  him  in 
council.  Telegrams  from  Washington,  published  in  the  California 
papers,  had  reached  here,  disclosing  the  fact  that  a  treatj^  of  reciproc- 
ity had  been  concluded  between  the  two  countries  and  made  i)ublic  in 
the  United  States.  His  Majesty  stated  to  me  that  he  would  like  to  dis- 
cuss its  provisions  with  me,  but  did  not  deem  it  consistent  with  his 
dignity,  etc.,  to  enter  into  anj  such  discussion  while  the  Laclcaicanna 
remained  here.  I  will  do  His  Majesty  the  justice  to  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  this  idea  was  an  original  one,  but  was  suggested  to  and  forced 
upon  him  by  his  ministers,  they  hoping  that  the  Laclcawanna  could  not 
or  would  not  leave,  and  that  this  might  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  I  requested  that  this  determination  of 
his  might  be  conveyed  to  me  in  writing,  and  on  the  same  day  I  received 
a  communication  from  the  minister  of  foreign  aifairs,  a  copy  of  which  I 
inclose. 

The  Laclcatvanna  sailed  from  these  waters  on  the  3()th  of  July,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  the  iS^avy  Department,  to  take  formal  pos- 
session of  and  survey  Middlebrook  Island,  and  this  obstacle  being  re- 
moved His  Majesty  again  sent  for  me,  ai)i>roved  the  treaty  in  council, 
and  Issued  a  iDroclamation  convoking  an  extraordinary  session  of  the 
legislative  assembly  on  the  2d  of  September,  ''for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering such  legislation  as  maybe  rendered  necessary  by  the  proposed 
convention  of  reciprocity  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 
A  copy  of  this  proclamation  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  think  that  the  King  heartily  and  earnestly  favors  this  treaty,  and 
I  think  that  some,  probably  the  majority,  of  his  ministers  just  as  heart- 
ily and  earnestly  oppose  it;  because  they  know  it  will  prove  destructive 
to  all  other  foreign  influence  and  make  American  influeiu'C  dominant 
on  these  islands.  I  was  present  by  invitation  of  His  Majesty  at  four 
of  liis  cabinet  meetings  and  on  each  occasion  he  seemed  disposed  to 
act  promptly  and  favorably,  while  liis  councilors  yielded,  I  tliought,  a 
reluctant  and  sullen  assent  to  a  measure  which  they  alone,  of  all  this 
little  Kingdom,  look  upon  with  disfavor.  1  have  heard  some  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  inliuential  men  of  the  islands  ex])ress  the  opinion 
that  should  this  treaty  be  ratified  by  the  United  States  and  go  into 
effect,  abrogation  would  be  revolution;  and  after  its  benefits  are  once 
felt  this  i)eople  will  always  demand  reciprocity^  or  annexation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Edward  M.  McCook. 


[IncloHiuc  in  Xo.  U.] 

Mr.  Dc  Varigiiy  to  Mr.  McCooJc. 

Honolulu,  Juh/  ?.7,  ISO-. 
Sir:  Pnrsnant  to  the  request  expressed  by  your  excellency  dnrin*;  your  interview 
of  to-day  with  His  Majesty,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  desire  expressed 
hy  the  Kin<ij. 

Before  entering?  into  the  consideration  of  the  trcnty  of  recijirocity.  His  Ma  jesty  and 
liis  Cioverniiu'iit  desire  your  excellency  lo  ust;  your  inlhience  in  securing;  the  departure 
from  this  Kingdom  of  the  Lackawanna  ior  the  reasons  explained  to  you  durin«;  the 
aforesaid  interview. 

H<)pin<ij  for  a  favorable  result  of  tliis  request,  I  avail  myself  of  this  o]>portunity  to 
reiK^w  to  you  the  assurances  of  the  hi<rh  n^spect  and  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  I  renuiin, 

Your  excellency's  very  obedi«Mit  Ininible  servant, 

C.  i)K  Vai{u;ny. 
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]\Ir.  MrCooL-  to   Mr.  Snrnnl. 

No.  32.]  LiCdATioN  (»!•    riii-:  rMTKD  Statkh, 

Honolulu,  AuyuHt  T)^  ISO?, 
SiK:  I  have  tlio  lionor  to  inclose  yon  tlie  c«>i)y  of  a  conininiiication 
addressed  by  me  to  (ieii.  Van   Valkenbm';::li,  United  States  minister 
resident  at  Vedo,  rlajKUi. 

The  note  ex|>lains  itself;  and  as  I   deemed    it  <'ssenti;il  to  (h«*  inter- 
ests  ol"  the   |)ul)lie  service   tliat  it  slionhl    he  \viitt(ui   .iiid   forwarded 
l)romi)tly.  1  hope  its  eontents  wdl  meet  witli  yonr  entire  approxal. 
1  lia\  e  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Edward  M.  McCuok. 


[Iiulosiiri!  in  No.  ;i2.] 

Mr.  MeCool'  to  Gen.  Van   Vallenhurgh, 

United  States  Legation, 

Ilonolulv^  AuguHt  .V,  1SG7. 

Dear  Str:  An  envoy  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  sails  for  .]ai)an 
today  for  the  jinrpose  of  ondeavorinijj  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Japan 
Avliieh  will  admit  the  sn<;ars  and  other  prodncts  of  that  kin;;dom  on 
an  eqnality  with  the  ])rodnets  of  the  United  States,  Eniilanil,  etc.  l 
should  tiiink  it  would  be  your  i)olicy  to  oppose  the  consummation  of 
such  a  treaty  by  every  means  in  your  power.  The  Pacific  States  of  the 
United  States  arc  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  these  Hawaiian 
Islands  for  their  supi:)ly  of  su^jars,  and  the  planters  here  depend  on  the 
Pacific  States  just  as  entirely  for  a  market.  This  circumstan(!e  has 
been  instrumental  in  maintaining;'  American  influence  here,  although 
all  the  S}Tnpathies  of  the  Government  are  probably  English;  and  so 
soon  as  they  can  find  another  market  which  will  render  them  inde])end- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  our  political  and  commercial  influence  on 
the  islands  will  be  lost. 

You  ha\'e  been  here  and  understand  liow  important  in  every  respect 
these  islands  are  to  our  country;  and  the  fact  that  a  treaty  of  reciproc- 
ity has  just  been  concluded  with  them  shows  conclusively  that  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  State  full}'  realize  this  importance,  and  ai'e 
anxious  by  securing  all  their  trade  to  make  American  influence  para- 
mount. Should  they  secure  this  treaty  with  Japan,  and  thus  find  an- 
other and  ])ossibly  better  market  for  tlieir  sugars,  etc.,  it  will  in  effect 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  treaty  just  concluded,  by  diverting  the  trade 
we  wish  to  secure  into  another  channel,  and  enable  the  planters  an<l 
merchants  of  these  islands  to  sell  their  sugars  to  Japan,  and  with  the 
proceeds  buy  their  goods,  as  they  now  do,  in  an  English  market,  in- 
stead of  an  American  one,  as  they  w^ould  naturally  if  their  trade  were 
exclusively  with  the  United  States. 

At  any  rate  I  believe  that  after  so  largely  subsidizing  a  line  of  steam- 
ers to  secure  the  trade  of  China  and  Ja])an,  we  ought  to  secure  all  of  it 
if  we  can;  and  if  the  Jai>anese  want  sugars  raised  in  this  part  of  the 
Pacific  let  them  buy  them  through  the  merchants  of  San  Francisco,  or 
some  of  our  other  i*acific  ports.  This  seems  like  a  small  affair,  but  I 
think  our  new  trade  growing  up  with  China  and  Japan  should  be  jeal- 
ously watched  and  tbstered,  and  all  other  countries  hindered  if  possible 
from  injuriously  interfering  with  it  in  any  way. 
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I  liope  you  will  concur  with  inc  in  tlie  view  I  have  taken  of  this  mat- 
ter, and  throw  every  obstacle  you  can  in  the  way  of  the  success  of 
Capt.  Waterman,  the  Hawaiian  envoy,  and  request  Gen.  Stahl  and 
our  other  consuls  to  do  the  same. 

1  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  tliis  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State,  hoping"  that  he  will  approve  my  opinions  and  communicate  with 
you  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Edward  M.  McCook, 

Minister  Resident. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  McCooh 

[Confidential.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  12^  1867, 
Edward  M.  McCook,  Esq.,  etc. : 

Sir:  Circumstances  have  transpired  here  which  induce  a  belief  that 
a  strong-  interest,  based  upon  a  desire  for  annexation  of  the  Saiidwich 
Islands,  will  be  active  in  opposing  a  ratification  of  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
It  will  be  aigued  that  the  reciprocity  will  tend  to  hinder  and  defeat  an 
early  annexation,  to  which  the  people  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  sup- 
posed to  be  no\Y  strongly  inclined.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have, 
first,  to  advise  tbat  you  remain  at  Honolulu  instead  of  coming  to  the 
United  States,  as  you  have  before  proposed. 

Second.  You  will  be  governed  in  all  your  proceedings  by  a  proper 
respect  and  courtesy  to  the  G-overnment  and  people  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands; "but  it  is  proper  that  you  should  know,  for  your  own  informa- 
tion, that  a  lawiiil  and  peaceful  annexation  of  the  islands  to  the  United 
States,  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  is 
deemed  desirable  by  this  Government;  and  that  if  the  policy  of  annex- 
ation should  really  conflict  with  the  policy  of  reciprocity,  annexation  is 
in  every  case  to  l)e  preferred. 

The  bearer  of  this  communication  will  remain  for  the  present  at 
Honolulu,  and  will  conform  himself  in  his  proceedings  there  to  j'our 
advice,  cociperating  with  you  confidentially;  and  you  will  exercise  your 
own  discretion  how  far  it  may  be  necessary  and  when  to  instruct  him 
in  any  of  the  matters  contained  in  this  dispatch. 
I  am,  etc., 

William  H.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  McGooJc. 

No.  30.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  5,  1SG7. 
Mr.  McjCook,  etc.: 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  tlie  nth  of  August,  No.  31.  The  President  is  gratified  with  the  in- 
formation that  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  approves 
of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  and  that  he  took  measures  to  call  an  extra- 
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onliiniiv  session  oi'  tlic  Icj^islature  for  tlio  i)uriK)S(>  of  a  lorinal  ratifica- 
tinii.  Since  tlir  ri'ccipt  ol  your  (lisi)at(h  wc  liavc  received  a  report  by 
tlie  tele«rr:»pl>  •»(>in  Smii  I-'rancisco  tliat  tlie  treaty  lias  been  finally  and 
liilly  ratilieil  by  the  Hawaiian  (iovernnient. 

I  retrain  altofrether  from  treatinj,^  ujxjn  the  subject  of  the  irritation 
which  has  been  nianifr.sted  at   Honolulu    in  (MHinection  with  the  visit 
of  the   iMikdicanun  at  that  ])ort.     No  ccuieeivable  jiood  (!ould  result 
lV(un  euira^iui;-  in  diplonmtic  debate  ux)on  that  subject. 
1  am,  etc., 

William  II.  Sewaed. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Spalding, 

[Confltlontial.] 

No.  42.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  5,  18G8, 
Z.  8.  Spalding,  Esq.,  etc. : 

Siu :  Your  letter  of  the  1  Ith  of  April  has  been  received  and  carefully 
read.  The  intbnnation  which  you  f^'ive  of  the  exciienient  which  is  pre- 
vailing- in  Jlonolulu  in  rej^ard  to  the  annexation  of  the  Sandwich  Islands 
is  very  interesting".  You  suggest  a  system  of  proceeding  here  with 
reference  to  that  object  which  could  not  possibly,  at  the  present  time, 
obtain  the  sanction  of  any  department  of  this  Government. 

^Vithout  goin<i-  into  an  explanation  of  the  causes  for  the  condition  of 
national  sentiment  whi(;h  teinporarily  exists,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the 
l)ublic  attention  sensibly  continues  to  be  fastened  upon  the  domestic 
questions  which  have  grown  out  of  the  late  civil  war.  The  public  mind 
refuses  to  dismiss  these  questions  even  so  far  as  to  entertain  the  higher 
but  more  remote  questions  of  national  extension  and  aggrandizement. 
The  periodical  Presidential  and  Congressional  elections  are  ai)proach- 
ing.  Each  of  the  political  parties  seems  to  suppose  that  economy  and 
retren(!hment  will  be  prevailing  considerations  in  that  election  and  the 
leaders  of  each  party  therefore  seem  to  shrink  from  every  suggestion 
Avhich  may  involve  any  new  national  enteri)rise,  and  especially  any  for- 
eign one.  How  long  sentiments  of  this  sort  may  control  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government  is  uncertain,  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  will  be 
well  for  you  not  to  allow  extravagant  expectations  of  sympathy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  friends  of  annexation  in  the  islands 
to  iutluence  your  own  conduct.  You  will  continue,  however,  to  write 
me  upon  the  subject  freely  as  you  have  hitherto  done. 
1  am,  etc., 

William  H.  Seward. 


Ko.  54.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

At  Honolulu^  August  14 ,  1868, 
Hon.  William  IT.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  J).  C: 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion addressed  by  me  to  the  Hawaiian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the 
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29tli  ultimo.  At  tlie  same  time  I  inclosed  him  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  which  accompanied  your  circular 
of  January  17,  1807,  relative  to  the  coolie  trade. 

I  deemed  this  action  called,  for  on  my  part  from  the  fact  that  during 
my  absence  a  cargo  of  Japanese  coolies  arrived  at  this  port  on  the 
British  sliip  SciotOy  and  were  distributed  among  the  planters  and  other 
partie's  on  the  inlands  under  a  system  of  contracts  holding  them  to 
labor  for  tbe  term  of  three  years.  I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances 
under  wlii(^h  these  people  left  Japan,  but  sui)posed  you  are  fully  advised 
in  the  premises  through  Mr.  Vanvalkenburg. 

I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  send  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  South  Sea  Islands  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hawaiian  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Hawaiian  board  of  immigration,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  laborers  (coolies)  from  there.  Should  this  really  have  been 
the  design,  I  hope  the  communication  I  have  already  addressed  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  may  lead  them  to  abandon  their  purpose.  If 
any  such  attempt  is  persisted  in  1  will  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  most 
emphatically  against  it,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  you. 

As  these  South  Sea  Islanders  are  without  an  organized  government 
and  unable  to  protect  themselves,  any  attemi^t  to  take  them  by  force 
or  fraud  from  their  own  country  and  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  tempo- 
rary servitude  here  would,  it  seems  to  me,  justify  such  active  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  might  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  inauguration  of  a  traffic  more  odious  than  the 
cooly.trade  of  China. 

I  have  the  hon6r  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Edward  M.  McCook, 


No.  41.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  July  29,  1868, 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  the  cooly  trade,  which  has  unanimously  i)assed  both  Houses 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  believed  that  in  this  matter  the  resolution  referred  to  correctly.in- 
dicates  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  country  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent,* consequently  I  transmit  the  inclosed  copy  for  the  information 
of  your  Government,  believing  that  His  Majesty,  actuated  by  those 
sentiments  of  humanity  for  which  he  has  always  been  so  eminently 
distinguished,  will  cordially  cooi)erate  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  its  endeavor  to  discountenance  and  discourage  a 
traffic  so  repulsive  that  it  meets  with  the  reprobation  of  the  civilized 
world. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration  and  regard,  T  have  the 
honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Edward  JVI.  McCook. 

His  Excellency  Stephen  H.  Phillips, 

R.  IT,  M.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  etc. 
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!  I'l.H,.  II,..  .iMinial  mes.sii-''  .•('  ri.'^i<l.-nt.  .lolmsoii  1..  tin-  I'ml  i.-f  li  (  •..m^.t.s^,  |  »,'<•, -miImt 

1  will  ;i\\;iro  tliat  ii|mhi  llic  (|ii(*st ion  <►!'  rmlln'i  <'\lrii(liiiM-  om  |m)ss(vs 
sioiis  il  is  apinclicmlcd  l>y  some  tluit  nur  |K»lili(al  system  ran  not  sue;- 
cesslnlly  be  ai)i)li(Ml  to  an  area  nioiocxli'inh'cl  tliaii  our  <'ont iiicnt ;  bnt 
Mh'  convirtion  is  rapidly  ^ainin^^  ground  in  tlic  AnM'ricaii  niintl  that, 
with  th(^  increased  facilities  for  intci<'oniinnnication  bctwtHMi  all  portions 
ot*  the  earlli,  the  jniiiciples  of  IVee  i;oveiiMiient,  as  einbiaccd  in  onr 
Cniistitntion,  if  failiifnll\  niaiidained  and  carried  oiil.  would  pro\e  of 
sulllcient  sti-enj^th  and  Incadth  to  comprehend  within, their  sphei-e  and 
intiuence  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  and  of  Congress  is  again  respectfully  in- 
vited to  tlu'  treaty  ibr  the  establishment  of  commercial  reciprocity  with 
the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  entered  into  last  year,  and  already  ratified  \)y 
tlnit  Government.  The  attitude  of  the  United  States  towards  these 
islands  is  not  very  different  from  that  in  which  they  stand  towards 
the  West  Indies.  It  is  known  and  felt  by  the  Hawaiian  Government 
and  pei»i)le  that  their  Government  and  institutions  are  feeble. and  pre- 
carious; that  the  United  States,  being  so  near  a  neighbor,  would  be 
nn willing  to  see  the  islands  ])ass  muler  foreign  control.  Their  ))ros- 
])erity  is  continually  disturbe(l  by  exi>ectations  ami  alarms  of  unfriendly 
political  ])roceedings,  as  well  from  the  United  States  as  from  other  for- 
eign powers.  A  reciprocity  treaty,  while  it  couUl  not  materially  dimin- 
isli  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  would  be  a  guaranty  of  tlu'  good 
will  and  forbearance  of  all  nations  until  the  ])eoPle  of  the  islands  shall 
of  themselves,  at  no  distant  day,  voluntarily  apply  for  admission  into 
the  Union. 

Honolulu,  A2)ril  11^  1869. 

Dear  Fatheti:  The  bark  Comet  sails  to-day  for  San  Francisco, 
and  even  though  I  have  little  to  make  a  letter  interesting,  I  will  ven- 
ture a  tew  lines. 

Our  latest  advices,  by  the  Idaho,  seemed  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
reciprocity  treaty  was  beyond  hope,  and  the  effect  is  beginning  to  be 
generally  felt  and  seen.  Men  who  have  kept  silent  for  months,  guard- 
ing their  words  and  actions,  have  0]>enly  expressed  themselves  of  late 
as  being  in  favor  of  annexation,  and  begun  to  talk  of  forming  an  or- 
ganization or  party  with  that  end  in  view^ 

What  they  want  is  to  know  that  they  will  be  backed  up  by  the 
United  States  and  its  representatives  here  in  all  i)roi)er  measures 
taken  by  them  to  secure  a  change  in  the  political  sentiment  of  the 
islands  and  their  annexation  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

This  means  not  necessarily  a  w^ar  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
but  a  feeling  that  they  are  suppoited  by  our  Government  and  its  offi- 
cials, even  to  the  continued  presence  of  a  man-of-war,  if  necessary,  and 
intervention  should  this  Government  attempt  U)  stop  free  speech  and  a 
free  press  or  put  down  an  American  simply  because  he  is  an  American 
and  expresses  himself  favorably  tow^ards  the  United  States. 

Americans  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  resi)ect  claim  that  they 
have  never  had  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  coun- 
tenance and  supimrt  that  I^^ngland  and  France  have  always  extended 
to  their  subjects  liere.  They  say  (and  I  am  disposed  to  think  with  some 
justice)  that  while  an  Englishman  or  Frenchman,  even  though  holding 
an  office  under  this  Government,  never  forgets  his  country,  Americans 
have  been  brought  up  and  become  more  thoroughly  Hawaiian  than  the 
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natives  themselves.  I  know  this  to  be  true  in  regard  to  some  Ameri- 
cans at  present  hokling  office  nnder  tliis  Government,  and  from  the 
records  of  some  of  our  ministers,  as  well  as  their  subsequent  careers, 
I  am  satisfied  there  has  been  ground  tor  complaint,  ^o  doubt  the 
American  i)arty  has  committed  mistakes.  They  had  the  power,  and 
ought  to  have  fought  rather  than  lose  it.  But  coming  from  the  mission- 
ary stock,  it  was  contrary  to  their  principles  and  feelings  to  resort  to 
blows.  Besides,  some  of  their  best  material  was  drawn  oft'  by  means 
of  royal  favor  and  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office.  The  '' dollar" 
is  as  powerful  liere  as  in  more  enlightened  countries,  and  Americans 
as  apt  to  forget  all  else  in  the  accumulation  of  riches. 

I  told  you  I  had  no  hope  for  annexation  while  there  was  a  chance  for 
" recii^rocity."  Events  do  not  change  my  opinion.  On  the  contrary, 
I  feel  that  the  desire  for  annexation  is  stronger  to-day  than  it  has  been 
at  any  time  since  my  arrival  on  the  islands,  simply  because  the  pros- 
pects for  the  treaty  are  felt  to  be  almost  hopeless,  and  the  planters  must 
have  relief  by  annexation. 

I  have  already  given  you  my  opinion  as  to  what  the  missionary  or 
American  party  wi)uld  do  if  left  to  themselves — absolutely  nothing. 
In  a  short  time  they  would  be  bound  hand  and  foot  and  powerless  to 
resist  the  machination  of  the  English  and  French.  They  are  like  raw 
troops.  Unless  they  can  feel  that  they  are  supported  by  the  ''veteran 
hand"  of  the  United  States  they  will  run  at  the  first  flash  of  powder  or 
sight  of  blood.  But  shove  them  into  the  front  rank  and  let  them  feel 
that  they  are  safe  and  they  will  make  as  much  noise  as  anybody. 

It  is  time  to  decide  upon  the  plan  of  action.  If  we  want  th^se  islands 
imyiediately,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Laclcawanna  embroglio  will  furnish 
the  pretext  for  taking  them  a  laEngland  or  France.  If  no  other  good 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  LacMtvannOy  she  has  served  to  "  draw 
out"  the  ministers  into  strong  expressions  against  her  and  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  by  her  presence  has  kept  up  the  fire  of  opposition  in  the 
hearts  of  Americans  and  left  it  easy  for  our  Government  to  shai^e  its 
future  policy.  If  the  United  States  should  take  possession  to-morrow, 
on  the  ground  that  this  Government  has  failed  to  respect  American  in- 
terests and  shown  its  inability  to  maintain  its  position  as  an  independ- 
ent government,  I  think  it  would  hardly  raise  a  single  remonstrance, 
either  here  or  abroad.  The  feeling  of  foreigners  seems  generally  to  be 
that  of  astonishment  to  see  the  United  States  "put  up"  with  so  much 
from  this  little  Kingdom. 

But  if  the  (Jovernment  is  in  noparticular  hurry  about  the  acquisition 
of  the  islands,  and  desires  to  accomplish  its  ends  with  as  little  display 
of  force  or  expenditure  of  money  as  possible,  it  might  be  well  to  give 
the  annexation  party  a  chance  to  see  what  they  can  do.  Two  years  will 
ac(5omplish  the  (change  if  it  can  be  done  at  all.  To" my  mind  there  is  a 
better  chance  for  an  annexation  party  right  now  than  there  has  been 
since  the  idea  of  reciprocity  was  first  started.  The  "Hawaiian  Club," 
of  Boston,  write  that  the  treaty  is  undoubtedly  dea<l,  and  that  although 
they  never  favored  annexation  heretofore,  they  do  so  now.  They  also 
say  that  the  failure  of  the  treaty  is  owing  to  the  action  of  the  ministers 
of  this  Government,  Dr.  Ilutcliinson  and  ]\1.  (h^  N'arigny,  iumvs  which 
has  raised  n  grent  deal  of  ill  feeling  toward  this  (Jovernment  and  in- 
creased the  desire  lor  connection  with  the  United  States.  I  lake  good 
care  not  to  contradict  the  opinion.  The  (i-nth  is  thai  so  long  as  there 
was  a  c>hance  for  receiving  the  benefits  of  free  trade  witli  Wub  United 
States  and  esca])ing  taxation  men  who  had  cai)ital  invested  here  were 
generally  opposed  to  annexation. 
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The  missionaries,  I  tliiiik,  always  ()])pc>s('(l  it,  mi  tlic  ^ziomul  that  liu*. 
nations  would  siillcr  by  the  chan^'i'.  Hut  Just  now  all  classrs,  except 
ollice  holders,  are  down  on  this  (loveniinent,  and  reciprocity  having; 
tailed  them,  are  ready  for  anything  that  will  ix\y^'  them  a  chanjj^e.  I$ut 
lu're  let  n»c  reiterate  my  opinion  that  uur  (iovernmcnt  must  be  pre- 
pared to  uphold  such  a  party  with  more  favor  and  stronj^er  aid  than 
has  e\er  been  ••iven  belbre,  and  be  read\',  in  <'ase  of  necessity,  to  as- 
sume the  whole  w»uk  and  finish  it  with  one  stroke.  That  is  to  say,  we 
should  show  to  thisliovernnH'nt  that  Americans  and  their  interest  ;/j//x/ 
/>r  respected  and  the  Unit<'d  States  rejXJirdcd  ecjually  with  the ''most 
favored  nations,"  and  let  our  friends  see  that  we  will  indorse  them  in 
all  lawful  actions  and  receive  them  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes  when- 
e\  er  ai)i)lication  is  ni;ide  in  the  pro]>er  manner. 

I  still  hold  that  little  or  mdhiui;-  can  be  accom|)lished  at  the  present 
time  by  "  voluntary  ''  action  on  the  i)art  of  th(^  natives  or  foreigners,  iu 
the  way  of  chan<;ing'  the  political  status  of  the  islands  or  overthrowjnf? 
the  i)resent  (iovernment.  What  nniy  bedone  in  time,  by  educatin<»- the 
peoi)le  u\)  to  the  issue,  especially  where  the  f»reater  part  of  the  caj)ital 
of  the  islands  is  at  stake,  is  another  ([uestion.  Thyre  are  many  j^ood 
nu'ii  who  will  come  out  boldly  for  annexation  and  strain  every  nerv(i 
for  its  success  if  they  can  be  satisfied  that  the  United  States  will  helj) 
tliem  throu.iih.  l>ut  they  ai'c  not  willini;-  to  throw  away  the  .uood  they 
have  for  the  un(;eitainty  of  something-  better.  The  present  ixing  has 
already  shown,  by  his  abrogation  of  the  old  constitution  and  forcing 
ni)on  the  peo]de  an  instrument  of  his  own  creation,  that  he  will  stop  at 
nothing  within  his  ])ower.  Foreign  intervention  in  favor  of  annexation 
must  of  course  come  from  the  United  States.  Will  it  cornel  If  so,  the 
party  can  be  organized. 

The  present  attitude  of  this  Government  towards  the  United  States 
and  the  patiences  with  Avhich  we  have  borne  its  slights  is  '^a  thorn  in 
our  sides."  Englishmen  ridicule  us,  while  they  secretly  "chuckle" 
over  what  they  considey  our  loss  of  iuHuence.  I  am  as  willing  to  ''stoop 
to  conquer"  as  anyone,  and  am  willing  to  wait  for  our  laugh  until  we 
slmll  hav<*  won.  l^ut,  with  every  American  on  tln'se  islands,  I  hope 
our  (rovernment  will  either  give  up  alMdeaof  ever  coming  into  posses- 
sion of  this  country  or  else  take  measures  to  secure  it.  'That  we  have 
been  outgeneraled  in  the  i)ast  is  very  clear.  The  reciprocity  treaty 
just  as  comi)let<'ly  tied  Minister  McCook's  hands  as  did  the  Hawaiian 
minister  of  tbreign  relations  bind  our  commissioner,  Mi',  (iregg,  by 
gettinghimin  his  debt.  The  ministersof  this  (Iovernment  never  wanted 
*' reciprocity "  or  any  other  connection  with  the  United  States,  but 
they  entertained  the  subject  to  quiet  the  demand  for  annexation,  in- 
tending to  kill  it  in  the  end.  They  have  either  bamboozled  or  bought 
u])  our  re^)resentatives  before  Gen.  McCook,  and  he  they  allowed  to 
run  wild  on  reciprocity. 

If  (ien.  McCook  comes  back  here  with  definite  instructions  from 
Washington  to  inaugurate  and  carry  out  any  set  policy,  he  will  un- 
doubtedly fulfill  his  instructions.  But  if  he  returns  with  no  other 
orders  but  to  ''  cultivate  friendly  relations,"  and  is  allowed  to  do  that 
after  his  own  fashion,  y(m  need  not  look  for  annexation.  The  American 
party  here  is  composed  of  men  mostly  from  the  New  Kngland  States. 
That  they  are  generally  "radical  "  follows  as  a  matter  of  course.  ]N^o 
representative  of  the  United  States,  not  even  Gen.  McGook,  has  ever 
been  in  (communication  with  them  encmgh  to  lead  them.  What  Gen. 
McCook's  interest  in  recii)rocity  was,  I  need  not  say  ;  but  everything 
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else  had  to  give  way  to  tliat  one  idea,  and  Americans  who  did  not  favor 
it  were ''  d d  Eepublican  Yankees." 

My  present  position  is  far  from  enviable.  T  keep  as  clear  of  diplo- 
matic questions  as  possible,  and,  of  course,  while  the  present  state  of 
affairs  remains  unchanged  I  keep  my  lips  closed,  and  while  hearing  all 
sides  give  approval  to  none.  I  have  been  particularly  careful  not  to 
commit  myself.  Whenever  the  future  policy  of  our  Government  in 
relation  to  these  islands  is  decided  upon,  if  I  am  kept  here  in  any 
position  enabling  me  take  part  I  can  do  so  without  undoing  a  single  act. 

I  send  you  a  newspaper,  by  this  mail,  giving  account,  as  far  as  heard 
from,  of  the  late  earthquakes  and  volcanic  eruptions  on  the  island  of 
Hawaii.  All  accounts  agree  that  the  present  has  been  the  most  serious 
convulsion  ever  experienced. 

His  Majesty,  accompanied  by  his  commissioner  and  others,  left  yes- 
terday on  the  steamer  Kilauea  to  visit  the  scene.  I  was  invited  to  ac- 
company them,  but  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Gen.  McCook,  and 
having  several  vessels  in  port,  was  obliged  to  decline  the  invitation. 
It  is  rei)orted  that  His  Majesty  goes  to  Hawaii  to  make  an  offering  to 
Pele  (the  goddess  of  volcanoes)  to  appease  her  wrath !  He  is  certainly 
superstitious  enough  to  do  so,  and  the  fact  that  his  native  sorceress 
bore  him  comj^any  would  seem  to  confirm  the  story.  The  natives  say 
that  some  high  chief  is  about  to  die,  and  that  that  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  volcanic  convulsions.  It  is  further  said  that  the  King  fears 
he  is  the  condemned  chief,  and  hence  his  visit  to  Hawaii  to  make  his 
offering  to  the  enraged  goddess. 

The  Laclauvanna  is  still  in  i)ort,  Capt.  Reynolds  thinking  the  action 
of  this  Government,  in  refusing  to  allow  his  men  to  have  liberty  on 
shore  at  Hilo,  sufficieut  reason  for  not  returning  there.  He  knows  his 
presence  here  is  an  eyesore  to  them,  and  as  they  and  he  are  at  swords 
points  he  proposes  to  remain  in  their  sight  as  long  as  he  can.  I  have 
been  assured  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  ministers  that  this  Government 
has  no  fault  to  find  with  the  United  States  or  any  man-of-war,  but 
that  they  object  to  Capt.  Reynolds  personally.  I  give  you  this  infor- 
mation for  what  it  is  worth.  My  own  opinion  is  that  both  parties  are 
in  the  wrong. 

The  legislature  oi)ens  on  Saturday  next,  notwithstanding  the  ab- 
sence of  the  King.  The  King's  father  will  deliver  the  opening  speech 
in  native,  aud  the  chief  justice.  Judge  Allen,  will  deliver  the  same  in 
English.  There  may  be  some  interesting  matters  before  the  legisla- 
ture during  the  session,  but  the  main  i)oint  will  be  to  see  how  ftir  the 
present  ministry  can  control  it.  There  will  be  an  effort  made  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  houses,  which,  if  successful,  will  be  one  point  for  the  op- 
position. 

I  look  for  Gen.  McCook  on  the  Idaho,  due  May  4,  and  will  write  fully 
by  her  return. 

With  much  love,  your  affectionate  son, 

Z.  S.  Spaulding. 


Notes  of  conversations,  Saturday,  Scptemher  14,  1S69, 

Called  on  Mr.  DeVarigny,  the   minister  of  foreign   relations,  about 
9:30  a.  m.,  and  after  some  conversation    concerning  the   reciprocity 
treaty,  Mr.  DeV.  asked  me  when  I  c^xixH'tcd  the  fj((cliaicanna  to  laiiivn. 
I  replied  that  I  had  no  definite  idea  as  to  the  time. 
S.  10 X.  77 10 
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Mr.  I)k\'.  I  do  not  wisli  to  see  tlu*  Lachnrtunm  ]);\rk  licrr.  I  liopo 
wIk'm  sIu'  (Iocs  ret  urn  slio  will  liave  onlcis  to  leave  iinnu'diately. 

Js\vV.  Kor  what  reason? 

DkV.  The  eoniinander  ot'the  L<i<li<(irnint((A':\\)\.  Ite\  nohls,  is  perscm- 
ally  obnoxious  to  this  (lovernnient. 

McC.  Why? 

DeV.  Because  wlien  a  resident  of  those  islainls  liis  political  senti- 
ments were  displeasing-  to  His  INIaJesty  and  his  ministry. 

McC  What  were  th(>se  ))olitical  sentiments? 

DeV.  I  can  not  tell;  tliey  were  very  obnoxious. 

M('('.  Do  you  wish  to  establish  the  principle  tiial,  before  any  Amer- 
ican man  of  war  can  touch  these  islands,  you  havi^  the  rij^^ht  t'O  desig- 
nate who  shall  command  her,  and  what  his  political  ]>rinciples  sliall  be? 

iMr.  DioV.  We  have  the  same  ri<4lits  with  rc^^ard  to  a  m;in of  war 
which  we  wouhl  have  in  relation  to  a  diplomatic  a<::ent — tlie  i)rinciplo 
is  i)recisely  the  same,  and  we  have  the  ri^^ht  to  refuse  to  receive  the 
one  or  permit  the  other  to  remain  in  our  poits;  and  if  the  /jacJcairanna 
returns  to  stoj)  here,  we  will  order  her  peremi)torily  to  leave;  we  will 
send  her  away  for  tlie  reasons  I  have  mentioned  about  Capt.  Reynolds, 
and  for  other  and  more  serious  reasons — this  is  our  right  and  we  are 
determined  to  exercise  it. 

^IcC.  I  (b'cline  discussing-  this  matter  any  further  at  present.  Your 
mind  api)cars  to  be  made  up,  and  you  saw  proi)er  to  refer  tlie  whole 
matter  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out making  your  commuiiic^atiou  through  the  legation,  and  Mr.  Seward 
will  no  doubt  take  such  action  as  will  be  just  and  proper  and  I  hope 
satisfactory  to  you.  I  would  suggest,  however,  at  this  time,  if  your 
Government  really  desires  the  ratitication  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  it 
-svould  probably  be  highly  impolitic  and  imprudent  to  order  away  fnmi 
your  waters  any  man-of-war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  just  at  the 
time  when  my  Government  is  endeavoring  l)y  the  most  substantial 
proof  in  their  power  to  show  their  friendship  for  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment. 

About  10:30  a.  m.  1  called  on  His  Majesty  and  stated  that  I  desired 
to  talk  with  him  unollicially.  I  repeated  tlie  conversation  between  Mr. 
De  Varigny  and  myself  and  suggested  that,  as  I  intended  going  to 
Washington  sometime  during  this  fall  or  winter,  it  would  juobably  be 
better  to  take  no  action  in  the  premises,  even  should  the  lAtcl-au-nnna 
remain,  until  he  heard  from  me.  On  myarrivalin  Washington  1  would 
lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  Secretary  of  State  and  call  his  atten- 
tion to  the  objections  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  the  presence  of 
the  Lackairantm  here.  His  Majesty  replied  that  this  had  better  be  un- 
derstood betbre  1  left.  I  called  ^lis  attention  to  the  disi)atch  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  No.  31,  containing  renewed  assurances  of  the  desire 
of  the  United  States  to  maintain  jus't  and  ami(jable  relations  with  the 
King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  also  to  all  my  past  assurances  that 
the  Lackaivanna  was  here  on  a  friendly  mission  and  for  no  unusual  i^ur- 
pose.  1  thought  that  after  all  these  assurances  of  friendship  from  all 
the  representatives  of  my  Government  he  ought  to  be  satistied  as  to 
their  feelings.  The  past  conduct  of  the  United  States  toward  the  Gov- 
ernment of  these  islands  should  be  the  best  assurance  that  his  sover- 
eignty would  always  be  resi)ected  in  the  future  as  it  had  been  in  the 
past. 

flis  Majesty  spoke  of  newspaper  articles  in  the  press  of  the  United 
States,  advocating  the  annexation  or  acquisition  of  those  islands.  I 
said  that  the  newspapers  of  a  country  did  not  always  represent  the 
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sentiments  of  the  government.  Editors  in  the  United  States  were  in 
the  habit  of  publisliin^i?  pretty  much  what  they  i)leased,  without  con- 
sulting the  wishes  of  any  person.  The  articles  His  Majesty  referred  to 
had,  undoubtedly,  originated  here  in  Honolulu.  They  displayed  a  local 
knowledge  of  i)ersons  and  things  which  no  resident  of  the  United 
States  would  possess.  As  for  acquisition,  the  United  States  had  never 
yet  acquired  a  foot  of  territory  by  conques^t.  The  additions  to  her 
boundaries  had  all  been  made  like  that  of  Russian  America,  by  pur- 
chase, and,  although  I  did  not  speak  by  authority,  yet  I  had  no  doubt 
but  that  my  Government  would  j)ay  a  liberal  compensation  for  the  ces- 
sion of  any  of  these  islands  or  all  of  them.  The  growing  trade  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Pacific  made  it  almost  necessary  that  we  should 
have  some  good  naval  depot  between  the  Pacific  coast  and  China. 

His  Majesty  answered  that  he  did  not  believe  that  his  people  would 
ever  permit  him  to  cede  any  of  the  four  larger  islands  of  the  group.  I 
said  that  money  was  a  great  power,  particularly  with  a  needy  popula- 
tion, and  with  a  very  small  portion  of  the  amount  he  might  receive  for 
such  a  cession  he  would  probably  be  able  to  direct  the  sentiments  of 
his  people  in  any  channel  he  desired.  He  replied  that  Honolulu  and 
Hilo  were  the  only  two  good  ports  on  the  islands;  that  Hilo  might  be 
made  an  excellent  harbor  by  spending  some  money  for  a  breakwater, 
but  it  was  on  one  of  the  largest  islands,  and  he  did  not  see,  on  the 
Avhole,  how  he  could  sell  part  of  an  island  or  the  best  i)ort  in  it;  he  also 
said  that  it  would  not  be  their  policy  to  part  with  any  of  the  larger 
islands.  It  might  not  be  objectionable  to  i)art  with  one  of  the  smaller 
ones,  but  one  of  them  could  be  of  no  value  to  the  United  States,  because 
they  had  no  harbors  at  all. 

I  thanked  His  Majesty  for  the  interview,  and  requested  that  he 
would  not  mention  the  subject  of  our  conversation  to  his  ministry  or 
any  i)erson  else,  as  it  would  only  produce  unnecessary  and  undesirable 
comment.  He  replied  that  it  would  not  be  mentioned  by  him  to  any 
l)erson. 

Prom  the  manner  of  the  King  during  the  whole  interview,  I  was  led 
to  believe  that  the  subject  of  our  conversation  was  not  an  unfamiliar 
one. 


Ko.  189.]      Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

HonolulUj  FchruanJ  7,  1873. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir:  Tlie  new  Government  here  seems  well  established  aiul  in  work- 
ing order,  appointments  to  fill  its  ollices  having  given  general  satis- 
faction to  our  resident  countrymen. 

^riie  English  and  German  portion  of  the  community,  howeviM-,  com- 
plain that  their  respe(;tive  imtionalities  have  not  been  duly  considered 
in  the  (M)mpositi()n  of  this  '^cosm()i)()litan  government." 

A  stiong  movement  is  afoot  to  induce  King  Jjunalilo  to  visit  Wash- 
ington and  endeavor  to  form  a  reciiu'ocity  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
failing  to  obtain  which  it  is  hojx'd  the  occasion  will  be  availed  ot  for 
entering  into  negotiations  for  the  annexation  of  tliese  ishuids  to  the 
United  States. 

1  rtispectfully  suggest  that  i)roper  instructions  and  arrangements  be 
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mjule  by  TTiiitiMl  Stat<>s  (lovoriimcnt  for  tlio  conveyance   of  and  treat- 
ment of  11  is  Majesty  as  tlie  j^nest  of  tlie  nati(ni. 

It  is  proper  tliat  I  inform  yon  of  a  remark  made  to  nie  williin  a  lew 
days  ])ast  by  ('apt.  Cator,  oi'  II.  I  J.  M.  S.  Snnit,  to  tlie  elVeet  that,  in 
view  of  recent  events  here,  his  oi)inion  was  that  {•]n;.ilaiM],  I'^iaiice,  an<l 
the  United  States  shonid  take  possession  <>f  these  islands  niich'r  Joint 
occnpaney.  1  replied  tlfat  1  thonght  the  United  States  Government 
would  not  consent  to  be  a  party  to  any  such  project. 
1  am,  sir,  etc., 

Henry  A.  Peirce. 

P.  S. — I  iiu'loso  three  copies  of  the  Hawaiian  cnstom-honse  statis 
tics  for  the  year  i87L\ 


Ko.  190.]  Legation  of  the  TTnited  Siates, 

Honolulu,  Fehruary  10,  1873. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fisn, 

^Secretary  of  tStfdc,   Washington,  J).  C.  : 

Sir:  Tlie  subject  now  uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of  Hawaiian  olli- 
cials,  planters,  and  merchants  relates  to  the  measures  needed  to  be 
taken  to  sto])  the  decline  of  the  Kingdom  in  its  poi)nlation,  revenue, 
agricultural  productions,  and  commerce.  Tlie  panacea  for  tlie  cure  of 
these  evils,  in  their  oj^inion,  is  to  be  had  by  elfecting  a  reciprocity 
treaty  with  the  United  States.  This  notwithstanding  repeated  fail- 
ures heretofore  in  similar  attempts  to  obtain  one.  Success  therein  is 
now  hoi)ed  for  by  olfering  to  the  United  States  a  (/uid  pro  (put,  the 
cession  of  the  sovereignty  and  proprietorship  of  the  siiacions,  land-  ' 
locked,  easily  defended  harbor  or  estuary  known  as  Kwa  or  Pearl  Kiv<'r, 
in  this  island,  10  miles  distant  from  Honolulu,  and  also  to  include  the 
territory  surrounding  it,  say  10  miles  scjnare  in  all. 

There  is  a  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  having  on  it  lU  feet  of 
water  at  low  tide,  but  the  depth  can  be  increased  to  any  reasonable  ex- 
tent without  great  exi)ense. 

The  harbor  is  sufficiently  spacious  for  several  hundred  ships  to  ride 
in  safety.  Inclosed  herewith  is  extract  from  the  P.  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser, new\si)ai)er,  of  date  8th  inst.,  entitled  "Reciprocity,"  that  de- 
velops tho  views  of  those  urging  this  ])roject. 

My  opinion  in  regard  to  probable  success  of  the  measure  named 
having  been  solicited  by  several  i)ersons  high  in  authority,  but  in  an 
unofficial  manner,  I  have  said  in  reply  that  in  my  judgment  the  United 
States  Government  would  object  to  acquiring  sovereignty  over  a  part 
only  of  this  island.  That  the  consideration  offered  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government  for  a  reciprocity  trecty  with  the  United  States  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  generous  one,  inasmuch  as  my  Government  now  derives 
in  imports  from  these  islands,  in  customs  revenue,  only  about  $370,000 
per  annum.  Nevertheless,  as  the  proposed  measure  or  treaty  won  Id 
allow  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  continue  to  maintain  its  sovereignty 
over  the  other  iiortion  of  the  island  of  Oahu  not  occupied  by  the 
United  States,  therefore  the  latter  would  not,  i)robably,  seriously  en- 
tertain the  ^proposition  in  the  shape  presented.  Since  this  conversa- 
tion occurred  I  have  consulted  on  the  subject-matter  with  Rear- Ad- 
miral Pennack,  who  is  of  the  ()i)inion  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment should  accept  the  proposition  of  the  harbor  of  Pearl  River,  even 
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under  the  terms  and  conditions  as  foreshadowed  by  the  Hawaiian  Gov- 
ernment officials. 

I  am  expecting  to  receive  ere  long  some  definite  proposals  in  regard 
to  the  subject-matter. 

The  native  newspaper,  "Kuokoa,"  opposes  the  suggestion  mooted 
here  in  regard  to  King  Lunaleho  visiting  Washington  lor  the  purpose 
of  effecting  a  treaty,  and  some  of  the  cabinet  also  oppose  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  King's  want  of  self-restraint  in  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

I  am,  etc., 

Henry  A.  Peiece. 

P.  S. — Mail  steamer  J^evada,  left  on  the  27th  ultimo  for  San  Francisco, 
returned  on  the  6tli  instant  to  recoal — sailed  on  7th  instant;  vessel 
leaked  badly,  with  machinery  and  boilers  in  bad  condition.  Delay  in 
receipt  by  you  of  my  dispatches  (No.  179  to  189)  by  that  vessel  is  to  be 
regretted. 

Yours,  etc., 

Heney  a.  Peiece. 


No.  191.]     Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Honolulu^  February  17,  1873, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

SiE:  Annexation  of  these  islands  to  the  United  States  and  a  reci- 
procity treaty  between  the  two  countries  are  the  two  imi)ortant  topics 
of  conversation  and  warm  discussion  among  Government  officials  and 
foreign  residents. 

A  large  ma;jority  of  the  latter  favor  the  first-named  i^roject,  while 
the  former  advocate  reciprocity.  All  are  convinced,  however,  that 
some  measure  should  be  taken  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  effec- 
tually stay  tlie  decline  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  evidenced  in 
decreasing  exports,  revenue,  population,  whale  fishery,  and  an  in- 
creasing ]mblic  debt. 

Annexation  of  the  islands  to  the  United  States  will  never,  in  my 
opinion,  be  adopted  or  presented  as  a  Government  measure,  however 
nuicli  the  people  as  a  whole  may  desire  it.  The  glitter  of  tlie  crown, 
love  of  j)()wei',  and  emoluments  of  office  have  too  many  attractions  to 
prevent  it.  Should  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  however,  demand 
that  ''annexation"  shall  be  attemx)ted,  the  planters,  merchants,  and 
foreigners  generally  will  induce  the  peoi)le  to  overthrow  the  Govern- 
ment, establish  a  republic,  and  then  ask  the  United  States  for  admit- 
tance into  its  Union.  My  opinion  has  recently  been  tViMjnently  asked 
in  regard  to  probable  success  of  the  two  measures  i)ropose(l.  I  have 
said  that  if  annexation  or  a  reciprocity  treaty  is  ])roi)()sed  on  the  part 
of  Hawaii  to  the  United  States,  that  the  subject  will,  in  either  case,  be 
])r()ronndly  considered  and  decided  ui){)n.  l>ut  in  vi<'w  o\'  former  non- 
success  in  attempts  to  secnre  reciprocity  with  the  I'nited  Slates,  and 
the  complications  that  miiiht  inure  to  both  nations  if  cession  of  the 
harbor  of  Pearl  River  were  to  be  accepted  by  the  United  States  as  pro- 
posed in  the  ]>resent  instance,  I  thought  the  i)rotVer  of  the  cession  ])ure 
jind  sim])le  of  the  whole  archij)elago  would  Inive  the  better  chance 
for  success  as  compared  with  reciprocity  under  the  conditions  now 
suggested. 
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Tliose  favoriiiir  tlic  former  measuro  tliiiik  it  ran  hv  <*aiTi('(l  if  tlie 
I\iIlJ^^^s  consent  tlicicto  is  tirst  obtainiMl  (and  endeavors  will  be  made 
to  that  end),  ]novided  tlie  United  States  will,  for  and  in  consideration 
<>tsai<l  eession,  ])ensi(Mi  otl"  His  Majesty  and  all  tlic  cliiefs  of  royal  blood 
with  the  a;:<;rejiate  sum  \u'r  anniiiM  of  ."<lL*.").(MM),  and  pay  otf  the  Ha- 
waiian nati(Mial  del>t,  now  amounting  to  about  siTiO.OOO.  and  bestow 
upon  the  cause  and  for  the  benetit  of  eduejition,  ])ublic  schools,  and  the 
nation's  hos|>itals  (three  of  latter  in  nnnd)er)  the  proprietorship  and 
revenues  of  the  crown  and  ])ublic  lauds.  The  \alueof  said  lands  is  at 
present  estimated  at  about  >'1,(KMI.()(I().  It  includes,  howevci-,  the  jmb- 
lic  buildings,  waterworks,  wharf  j)roperty,  lish  ])onds,  etc.  The  in- 
conu^  of  the  crown  lands,  now  inuring  to  the  sovereign,  amounts  to 
about  !?2r),000  per  annum.  The  i)ublic,or  (iovernment,  waterworks,  give 
about  sir>,(KM)  per  annum,  wharf  proi)erty  about  the  sanu^,  notwith- 
standing the  free  use  of  them  granted  to  steamship  lines. 

Many  i)ers(ms  are  lukewarm  on  the  subject  of  annexation  to  the 
United  States  solely  for  the  reason  that  they  fear  repulse  by  the  Tnited 
States  Government.  I  think  the  latter  should  declare  its  i)olicy  mid 
objects  in  regard  to  this  important  subject.  This  nation  is  bewihb'red 
and  sutl'ering  to  some  degree,  not  knowing  how  to  shape  its  own  jmlicy 
in  connection  with  its  hopes  and  exi)ectatious  in  regard  to  the  United 
States. 

I  inclose  berewitli  an  extract  from  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of 
the  15th  inst.,  headed  ^'Annexation,"  considered  here  as  intended  to 
be  a  feeler  on  the  subject. 
With  great,  etc., 

Henry  A.  Teirce. 

P.  S. — Your  dispatches  Nos.  78  and  79  are  received.  Should  the 
King  Lunalilj>  conclude  to  visit  ^^'ashington,  his  dej)arture  will  not 
take  jdace  before  October  next. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  May  5, 1873. 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Beltcnap, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Sir:  In  comidiance  with  your  conlidential  instructions  of  the  24th 
June,  1872,  we  have  the  honor  to  state  tliat  we  have  visited  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  ascertained  the  defensive  ca])abilities  of  their  ditfer- 
ent  ])orts,  examined  into  their  commercial  facilities,  and  collected  all 
the  information  in  our  i)ower  on  other  sul)jects  in  reference  to  which  we 
ought  to  be  informed  in  tiie  event  of  a  war  with  a  i)owerful  maritime 
nation,  and  we  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

We  left  this  city  (Sn  the  30tli  of  December,  1872,  on  board  tha  U.  S. 
S.  California,  the  tlagshij)  of  Kear- Admiral  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
arrived  at  Honolulu  January  15, 1<S7.'5.  Admiral  Pennock  had  received 
instructions  from  our  Government  to  proceed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 
in  his  Hagship  and  briiig  to  the  United  States  tlje  late  King  Kameha- 
nieha  VI. 

A  few  days  before  sailing,  however,  the  news  of  the  death  of  the 
king  was  received  in  San  Francisco. 
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When  we  arrived  at  Honolulu  we  found  a  new  King-,  Lunalilo,  had 
been  elected  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  people.  He  had  been 
inaugurated,  and  his  Government  was  established  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner. At  an  audience  with  the  King  and  his  ministers,  Admiral  Pen- 
nock  made  known  his  instructions  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  ^avy,  to 
ofl'er  a  passage  to  the  late  King  to  the  United  States. 

We  were  present  at  this  interview  and  the  announcement  of  the  gen- 
erous intentions  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  toward  the 
late  King  appeared  to  establish,  at  once,  the  best  relations  between 
the  new  King  and  Admiral  Pennock,  as  also  between  the  members  of 
Lis  Government  and  ourselves. 

This  was  fortunate,  as  it  gave  us  all  desirable  facilities  for  accom- 
plishing the  objects  of  our  visit 5  enabled  us  to  converse  frankly  with 
the  King  and  his  ministers  upon  the  subject  and  to  ascertain  their  feel- 
ings and  wishes  concerning  it,  as  well  as  their  general  policy  toward 
the  United  States.  We  ascertained  from  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
from  maps,  and  from  seafaring  men  that  Honolulu  is  the  only  good 
commercial  harbor  in  the  whole  group  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

There  are  many  other  so-called  harbors,  or  places  for  anchorage,  but 
they  are  mostly  open  roadsteads  affording  shelter  only  from  certain 
winds,  and  they  are  all  entirely  incapable  of  being  defended  by  shore 
batteries.  Even  the  harbor  of  Honolulu  itself  can  not  be  defended 
from  the  shore.  It  is  a  small  harbor  lying  seaward  from  the  land  and 
only  protected  from  the  sea  by  outlying  coral  reefs. 

An  enemy  could  take  up  his  position  outside  of  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  and  command  the  entire  anchorage,  as  well  as  the  town  of  Hon- 
olulu itself  This  harbor  would  therefore  l)e  of  no  use  to  us  as  a  har- 
bor of  refuge  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  maritime  nation. 

With  one  exception  there  is  no  harbor  on  the  islands  that  can  be 
made  to  satisfy  all  the  conditions  necessary  for  a  liarbor  of  refuge  in 
time  of  war.  This  is  the  harbor  of  Ewa  or  Pearl  River  situated  on  the 
Is^land  of  Oahu,  about  7  miles  west  of  Honolulu. 

Pearl  River  is  a  tine  sheet  of  deep  water  extending  inland  about  0 
niiks  from  its  mouth,  where  it  could  be  completely  defended  by  shore 
batteries.  The  depth  of  water  after  passing  the  bar  is  ample  for  any 
vessel. 

Pearl  River  is  not  a  true  river;  it  partakes  more  of  the  character  of 
$in  estuary.  It  is  divided  into  three  portions  called  "locks" — the  east 
lock,  the  middle  lock,  and  the  west  lock,  the  three  together  attbrding 
4iiome  oO  miles  of  water  front,  with  deep  water  in  the  channels.  Of  these 
locks  the  east  lock  is  the  best,  having  the  most  room,  the  deepest  water, 
and  presenting  the  greatest  facilities  ibr  shore  improvements.  In  tlie 
middle  of  this  lock  there  is  an  island  called  "LJabbit  Ishind,"  having 
deep  water  close  to  its  shores  and  fine  ancljorage  all  aiound  it.  This 
.island  is  a  level  coral  island,  rising  only  a  few  feet  above  high-water 
level.  It  is  destitute  of  fresh  watei',  but  there  is  a  great  abundance  of 
good  water  on  the  adjacent  shores,  whic^h  could  be  carried  to  the  island 
at  small  exi)ense. 

From  our  examinations  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  island  and  the 
adjacent  sliore  to  the  north  and  westof  it  alVord  tlie  most  advantageous 
lo(5ation  for  a  naval  depot()rsn])pliesand  ecpiipment  in  all  these  waters. 
But  there  is  not  sullicient  water  at  ])resent  tor  heavy  vessels  to  enter 
this  Peai'l  River  harbor.  At  the  entrances  t<»  the  harbor  is  a  ('oral  reef 
some  250  to  'MH)  ynrds  in  width,  with  a  de])th  of  watci-  of  only  1?  to  .'$ 
fathoms  on  the  reef  at  low  water.  This  reef  appears  to  extend  around 
the  island,  being  broken  only  at  the  entrance  to  n(>n(>lulu  Harbor,  and 
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ill  t'lU'A  wo  aro  iiiroiinrd  tliat  a  platfonnOf  coral  rei'fs  friiij^c  most  of  the 
sliorcsolall  the  islamlsof  tlic  Hawaiian  <^n»up,l)r()k<'n  <mly  in  lew  pla<.*eH. 
This  coral  IoiiimI  at  tlic  entrance  tn  Pearl  iliver  is  "dead ;''  that  is,  it  is 
not  j^r(»win;i.  an<l  the  reefis  tiierelorc  not  incieiisinj;  in  size.  Thisridfjo 
of  coral  tonns  a  harrier  or  har  across  the  entrance  to  this  liarhor  ahoiit 
3(M)  yar<ls  wide,  iiieasnrin«r  i)erpendi«'nlarly  to  the  sliore.  It  is  conij)ar- 
atively  level  on  the  toj),  tr(Mnl*to'{  fathoms  of  waterover  it  at  low  tide. 
Its  sides  are  vertical,  or  nearly  s(>,  the  deidh  of  \\ater  increasing  in  a 
few  feet  to  4  or  .">  fathoms.  The  outer,  or  sea  side,  tlien  is  found  to  l>e 
steeper  than  the  inner,  or  shore  side.  At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  out- 
side of  the  reef  there  is  a  dei)th  of  15  fathoms,  while  at  the  same  (list an(?e 
inside  the  reef  the  dei)th  is  only  S  fathoms. 

It  this  coral  harrier  were  removed  Pearl  River  Harhor  would  seem 
to  have  all  or  nearly  all  the  necessary  properties  to  enahle  it  to  he  eon- 
verted  into  a  f»:ood  harl)or  of  refufj^e.  It  could  he  completely  defended 
by  inexpensive  batteries  on  either  oi-  both  shores,  fnin*::  a<*ross  a  nar- 
row channel  of  entrance.  Its  waters  are  deep  enough  for  the  largest 
vessels  of  war,  and  its  ^'hxtks,"  j)articularly  around  Rabbit  Island,  are 
spacious  enough  for  a  large  number  of  vessels  to  ride  at  anchoi-  in  per 
feet  security  against  all  storms,  its  shores  are  suitable  for  buihling 
proper  establishments  tor  shelt(Ming  the  necessary  sup])lies  for  a  naval 
establishment,  such  as  magazines  of  ammunition,  provisions,  coral, 
spars,  rigging,  etc.,  while  the  island  of  Oahu,  upon  which  it  is  situated, 
could  furnish  fresh  provisions,  meats,  fruits,  and  vegetables  in  large 
quantities. 

Such  being  the  properties  of  this  harbor,  and  it  being  the  only  one 
on  these  islands  ])ossessing  all  the  requisites,  except  depth  of  water  on 
the  bar,  the  (piestion  arises,  can  the  coral  reef  at  its  entrance  be  re- 
moved? If  so,  at  what  cost?  And  again,  if  it  be  removed  would  the 
channel  till  uj),  or  would  it  remain  oi)en  under  the  intluence  of  natural 
causes? 

A  correct  answer  to  these  questions  in  detail  can  not  be  given  with- 
out a  survey  of  the  entrance  to  this  harbor.  Under  the  sui)i)osition 
that  full  infoiination  on  this  subject  would  become  necessary,  in  case 
negotiations  were  entered  upon  looking  to  the  cession  of  Pearl  River 
Harborto  the  United  States,  we  informally  requested  A<lmiral  Pennock 
to  include  a  detailed  survey  of  the  entrance  to  this  harbor  in  his  exam- 
inations and  surveys  of  the  harlmrs  of  these  islands.  The  Admiral 
promised  to  have  such  surveys  made;  when  it  is  received,  a  detailed 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  the  coral  barrier  can  be  made.  We 
will  state  however  that  Lieut.  C(d.  Alexander  crossed  this  bar  several 
times  while  we  were  at  Honolulu.  He  did  not  uiulertake  a  survey,  but 
he  took  soundings  on  and  around  the  reef,  and  examined  its  character 
and  outline.  He  found  the  reef  composed  mostly  of  coral  in  situ,  cov- 
ered over  in  small  patches  for  a  few  inches  in  depth  with  coral  sand, 
being  fragments  of  coral  and  coral  rock  thrown  upon  the  reef  ami 
ground  to  pieces  under  the  actionof  the  waves  and  tidal  currents.  It 
is  his  opinion  that  an  entrance  could  easily  be  cut  through  this  coral 
reef  by  surface  blasting  and  that  the  fine  debris  woidd  be  washed  sea- 
ward under  the  intluence  of  the  currents,  while  the  larger  masses  could 
be  removed  by  dredging  or  by  divers,  the  islands  furnishing  many 
men  skilled  in  such  business. 

He  further  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  founded  on  the  examinations  he 
was  able  to  make,  that  the  amoimt  of  coral  to  be  removed  to  oi)en  a 
channel  200  yards  in  width,  with  a  depth  of  UG  feet  of  water  at  low  tide, 
would  be  about  250,000  cubic  yards,  and  that  it  could  be  removed  for 
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$1  per  cubic  yard,  or  for  a  sum  of  about  $250,000.  It  should  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  this  is  ouly  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  this  work.  Detailed  estimates  could  only  be  made  after  accurate 
surveys  and  thorough  investigation  made  for  this  special  jjurpose. 

As  the  entrance  to  Honolulu  harbor  shows  no  tendency  to  fill  up, 
and  as  the  entrance  to  Pearl  River,  if  opened,  will  be  almost  exactly 
like  that  of  Honolulu,  we  see  no  reason  at  x)resent  to  fear  a  fllling  up 
on  the  bar  after  a  passage  through  the  coral  reef  at  its  mouth  shall 
have  been  secured.  Upon  this  point,  however,  it  will  be  safe  to  with- 
hold opinions  until  fhe  character  of  the  bottom  just  outside  the  coral 
reef  is  accurately  ascertained. 

If  the  survey  and  examination  should  show  a  large  quantity  of  coral 
sand  there,  and  if  the  resulting  currents  of  the  ebb  tide  do  not  remove 
it,  it  is  iDossible  that  some  of  this  sand  might  accumulate  in  the  chan- 
nel of  entrance  during  storms  from  seaward. 

In  case  it  should  become  the  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  the  i)ossession  of  this  harbor  for  naval  purposes,  juris- 
diction over  all  the  waters  of  Pearl  Eiver  with  the  adjacent  shores  to 
the  distance  of  4  miles  from  any  anchorage  should  be  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Hawaiian  Government. 

This  would  be  iiecessary  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  de- 
fend its  depots  and  anchorages  in  time  of  war  by  works  located  on  its 
own  territory.  Such  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  would  embrace  a  par- 
allelogram of  about  10  by  12  miles. 

It  would  not  be  necessary,  however,  for  the  Government  pf  the 
United  States  to  own  all  this  land.  On  the  contrary,  Eabbit  Island 
and  a  few  thousand  acres  of  the  shore  to  the  northward  and  westward 
of  it,  the  limits  of  which  could  be  determined  after  careful  survey,  with 
sufficient  land  on  either  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  for  fortifica- 
tion purposes,  equal  iu  area  to  about  1  square  mile  on  either  side, 
would  be  all  the  land  Avhich  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  own.  All  the  rest  of  the  land  which  might  be  embraced  in  any 
cession  of  jurisdiction  could  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  present  owners. 

We  remark  that  the  Hawaiian  Government  is  now  having  a  survey 
made  of  Pearl  River  and  the  vicinity.  This  survey  will  show  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  ownershii^of  all  abutting  lands.  When 
it  is  completed  it  will  enable  us  to  define  distinctly  the  boundaries  of 
the  district  over  which  jurisdiction  should  be  ceded,  in  case  our  Gov- 
ernment wishes  to  acquire  possession  of  that  harbor.  We  can  then 
also  designate  what  land  the  Government  would  require  for  naval  pnr- 
l)oses  and  for  fortifications  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor. 

From  what  we  could  learn  of  the  feelings  of  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject,  we  believe  it  would  be  possible  I'or  the  I'nited 
States  to  obtain  such  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  and  of  land  as  we  have 
indicated  should  it  become  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  establish  a 
naval  depot  in  these  islands. 

The  cession  of  Pearl  River  and  of  so  much  of  the  surrounding  dis- 
tric^t  as  might  be  necessary  foi*  its  defense,  and  the  title  to  all  the  posi- 
tions which  w(mld  be  occupied  by  the  Government  either  for  naval  or 
military  puri)oses,  would  probably  be  freely  given  by  the  (lovernment 
of  these  islands  as  a  quid  pro  (juo  for  a  recii)rocity  treaty. 

We  remark  in  this  connection  that  sugar  is  the  ])rincipal  i)rodu('t  of 
these  islands,  and  that  it  is  mostly  exported  to  the  Pacific  coast  of  the 
United  States. 

The  great obj(H*,t of  the  Hawaiian  (lovernment  in  seeking  a  reciprocity 
treaty  with  the  United  States  has  been,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
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be,  to  relieve  its  sufi^ar-pliinters  IVoin  tlic  opcnilion  of  our  tail  11" on  tliat 
article. 

The  cession  of  Pearl  Kiver  could  i)rol)ably  be  obtained  by  the  United 
States  in  consideration  of  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  ^anilwich  Island 
sugar.  Indeed,  the  su<»ar-planter  sare  so  anxious  for  a  reciprocity 
treaty,  or  so  anxious  rather  for  free  trade  in  sujiar  with  the  United 
States,  that  many  of  them  oj)enly  i)roclaini  themselves  in  favor  of 
annexation  of  these  islands  to  the  United  States. 

The  members  of  the  i)resent  Oovernment  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
seem  fully  alive  to  tlie  necessity  of  relievin^j:  their  ])riiicipal  industry 
from  the  heavy  burden  under  which  it  now  sullers,  and  no  other  mode 
of  relief  seems  possible  but  annexation  or  reciprocity. 

Neitlier  the  (jovernment  nor  the  native  peojjle  of  the  islands  are,  it 
is  believed,  prepared  to  consider  the  question  of  annexatitm  at  t\w.  pres- 
ent tinu',  even  if  the  United  States  desired  to  i)r()])ose  it,  l)ut  the  cession 
of  Pearl  Kiver  harbor  as  an  e(]uivaleiit  for  free  trade  is  freely  discussed 
and  favorably  considered  by  the  Government  and  people. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  if  the  United  States  are  ever  to  have  a  har- 
bor of  refuse  and  mival  staticm  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  event  of 
war,  the  harbor  must  be  prepared  in  advance  by  the  removal  of  the 
Pearl  Kiver  bar. 

When  war  has  be^un  it  will  be  too  late  to  make  this  harbor  available, 
and  there  is  no  other  suitable  harbor  on  these  islands. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCUOFIELD, 

.'  Major- General  U.  S.  Army. 

B.  S.  Alexander, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Engineers^  Brevet  Brigadier- General  U.  IS.  Army. 


^o.  241.]      Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Honolulu^  February  11,  1871. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State ^  Washington,  J).  C: 

Sir  :  A  tele<?ram  addressed  to  you  by  this  legation,  under  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 7th  instant,  informed  you  of  the  decease  of  King  Lunalilo  on  the 
3d  instant,  and  that  in  consequence  of  his  not  having  nominated  a 
successor  for  the  throne, the  legislative  assembly  w^as  called  to  convene 
on  the  12th  instant  for  the  jnirpose  of  choosing  a  new  sovereign.  In- 
closed herewith  is  a  portion  of  the  Hawaiian  Gazette  of  this  date,  whj(;h 
gives  the  oilicial  correspondence  between  this  GovernnuMitand  the  rep- 
resentatives of  foreign  countries  in  regard  to  Lunalilo's  death,  It  also 
contains  an  obituary  notice,  entitled  <'()ur  Late  King,"  and  some  other 
interesting  matter  pertaining  t<^  the  same  general  subject.  1  also  for- 
ward herewith  some  specimens  of  thei)olitical])lacards  and  broadsides 
with  which  thetown  has  been  inundated  during  the  past  few  days;  and 
which  have  tended  to  excite  the  i)opular  mind  to  fever  heat  in  regard 
to  the  suc(!ession  to  the  throne. 

Thinking  it  to  be  a  prudent  measure  to  be  prcjpared  against  any  vio- 
lation of  the  iniblic  i)eace  that  may  take  jdace  tomorrow — on  the 
occasion  of  the  election  of  a  new  sovereign — I  have  verbally  requested 
Commander  Kelkna]),  comnianding  the  U.  S.  S.  Tusrarora  and  senior 
naval  officer  present,  the  U.  S.  S.  Pitrtsmoutli,  Conunander  Skerritt, 
being  also  in  this  i)ort,  to  be  prepared  to  land  an  armed  force,  in  case  it 
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were  required  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  protection  of  life  and 
property.  I  also  addressed  to  him  a  note  su![^gested  by  the  Hawaiian 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  recommending  that  the  crews  of  the  two 
vessels  should  be  kept  on  board  on  the  day  of  the  national  election, 
and  for  the  reasons  therein  named.  Copy  of  said  note,  together  with 
CoDimander  Belkuap's  reply,  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  No.  3. 

Mr.  Wodehouse,  British  commander,  just  now  called  at  the  legation, 
and  proposed  that  in  case  it  became  necessary  to  land  an  armed  force 
from  the  vessels  of  war  in  port,  that  those  belonging  to  H.  B.  M.  ship 
Tendos  and  the  United  States  vessels  should  be  required  to  act  in  con- 
cert and  unitedly  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  protection  of 
life  and  property  while  occupying  the  town  of  Honolulu. 

In  reply  I  informed  Mr.  Wodehouse  that  in  the  contingency  named 
the  American  forces,  if  landed,  would  act  by  request  of  the  Hawaiian 
uthorities,  and  for  the  sole  purposes  he  named;  that  I  felt  unwilling 
to  trammel  myself  with  pledges  and  understandings,  as  events  might 
possibly  arise  requiring  of  me  independent  action  and  no  time  given 
me  to  consult  with  him.  Therefore  I  felt  compelled  to  decline  his  pro- 
position. 

To  all  this  Mr.  Wodehouse  said,  ^'  very  well." 
I  am,  etc., 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 


No.  243.]         Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Honolulu,  Fehi'uary  17,  1874, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wasliington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  make  report  of  what  has  transpired  here 
on  and  since  the  12th  instant.  On  that  day  the  legislative  as- 
sembly elected  the  high  chief,  Hon.  David  Kalakaua,  King  of  these 
islands;  39  votes  Avere  cast  for  him  and  6  for  Queen  Emma,  relict  of 
Kamehameha  IV.  On  the  13th  instant  he  was  installed  as  sovereign, 
under  the  name  of  Kalakaua"  (the  word  signifying  ''the  day  of  bat- 
tle") in  i)resence  of  all  the  officers  of  Government,  the  members  of  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  cori)S,  naval  officers,  and  many  other  spec- 
tators. 

On  the  announcement  by  the  president  of  the  assembly  from  the  bal- 
cony of  the  court-house  at  3  p.  m.  of  12th  instant  that  Kalakaua  was 
elected  King,  the  populace  received  it  with  Jeers  and  ('ontemi)t. 

The  members  of  a  committee  that  had  been  api)ointed  by  the  as- 
sembly to  wait  upon  Kalakaua  and  inform  him  of  his  election,  as  s(K>n 
as  they  emerged  from  the  building,  were  set  upon  and  beaten  by  a  nmb. 
The  majority  of  the  committee  were  compelled  to  return  to  it,  in  a 
wounded  and  sad  condition.  The  rioters  thereui)on  assaulted  iho  court- 
house, broke  its  windows  and  sashes,  forcu'd  in  the  rear  doors,  and 
effected  an  entrance  to  the  rooms.  The  offices  of  the  attorncwgeneral, 
of  Judge  Hartwell  and  others,  were  sacked  and  gutted,  and  all  their 
books  and  valuable  papers  thi'own  into  the  street  and  (Uvslroyed.  They 
visited  the  room  ol"  the  asscinbly,  broke  and  desti(^yed  the  furniture, 
and  assaulted  such  ol'  the  obnoxious  meuibeis  as  the>'  found  within  the 
building,  viz,  10  or  12  i)ers()ns  in  all.  Some  of  these,  severely  in- 
jured and  senseless,  were  carried  oil"  by  friends,  (he  others  ('seapiHl. 
The  crowd  outside  continued  to  increase,  and  beeaiiie  more  threatening 
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aiul  iiuMjacincr.  Crios  wore  lioanl  to  "fire  tlio  town.''  About  40  police- 
incii,  sck'ftiMl  for  tlir  juirposo,  wore  on  duty  <luriii.n  the  day;  but  wlion 
riMjuircd  to  make  arrests  of  rioters,  t<>ok  oil"  their  l)adfres  ol  otlice  and 
disai)i)eared  among  tlie  crowd.  T\w  vohmteer  companies  of  the  nnlitia 
were  init  called  out  to  assist  in  maintaining^  onler,  Ibr  the  reas(ni  as  J 
was  told,  that  they  could  not  be  depended  ui)on,  being  divided  in  ixditi- 
cal  opinions. 

It  was  at  this  condition  or  aspe<;t  of  affairs  that  I  received  reqnests 
from  the  King  elect  and  Minister  l^isho])  and  (i(>vernoi-  Doministo 
cause  an  arme(l  lbr<'e  to  be  landed  from  the  United  States  vessels  of 
war  Tusc<(r(tr((  ,uu\  Portsmouth ^thiiu  in  port.  ToComnmnder  Belknaj), 
of  the  Tiiscarora,  as  being  the  senior  United  States  naval  olHcer  pres- 
ent and  eyewitness  with  myself  of  all  the  events  of  the  day,  1  imme- 
diately niade  tiie  reipiest,  in  conformity  with  the  solicitations  of  the 
autliorities  above  named.  Within  tl»e  space  of  ten  minutes'  time  150 
men  and  olUcers,  under  the  respective  commands  of  Commander  Bel- 
knap and  Commander  Skerrett,  were  landed  from  their  vessels,  and 
arrived  at  the  court-house  and  took  possession  of  the  building  ami 
square  of  ground  surrounding  the  same.  Tln^  greater  ])art  of  thelnob 
instantly  (lisi)ersed.  Some  few  of  the  ringleaders  who  remained  were 
arreste(l  on  the  spot  by  deputy  sheriffs,  assisted  by  our  ofiicers  and 
men. 

The  armed  force  of  70  men  that  were  landed  from  the  British  cor- 
vette Tcn('(1o.s  did  not  reach  the  court-house  grounds  until  sometime 
after  our  forces  had  taken  i)ossession  of  the  place.  I  am  contldent  in 
belief  that  no  request  was  originally  made  by  the  native  authorities  for 
the  assistance  of  the  English  armed  force.  The  executive  otlicer  and 
captain  of  marines  of  the  Tenedos^iw  the  absence  of  Capt.  Bay,  took 
the  responsibility  of  landing  them  without  orders;  and  thej^  received 
the  censure  of  Capt.  Kay  for  same. 

The  matter  has,  however,  been  accepted  and  sanctioned  by  the  Ha- 
waiian authorities,  aiul  a  letter,  antedated,  sent  to  the  British  commis- 
sioner making  a  request  for  assistance. 

The  United  States  forces  have,  since  the  12th  instant  p.  m.,  guarded 
the  court-house,  armory,  treasury,  i)rison,  and  station-house.  The 
Bi  itish  force,  after  dispersing  the  crowd  of  natives  that  were  assem- 
l)lcd  on  tlie  grounds  of  (^)ueen  Emma,  and  on  making  there  a  few  ar- 
lests  of  ringleaders,  then  marched  to  oc(^upy  the  barracks  and  to  guard 
the  palace  and  its  grounds.  There  they  have  remaiued  since  the  12th 
instant. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  instant  some  two  or  three  shots  were  dis- 
(diarged  upon  the  American  guard  at  the  (M)urt-house  and  letnrned  by 
the  latter.  No  one  received  damage  therefrom.  The  town  lias  l)een  in 
a  condition  of  ])ea('e  and  good  order  ever  since  thei>.  Fifty-t  iiree  rioters 
are  in  i>rison  awaiting  trial.     Inclosed  herewith  are  the  folloAvingpajjers. 

Extracts  from  the  I.  Commercial  Advertiser  of  February  14,  1874, 
giving  acc(mnts  of  the  doings  of  the  assembly  on  the  12th  instant,  the 
particulars  of  tlie  riot,  with  other  interesting  articles  contained  therein. 

Coi)y  <d' resolutions  unanimously  passed  i)y  the  assembly  on  the  14th 
instant,  tendeiing  their  thanks  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  pow- 
ers and  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  war  vessels  in  port  for  gener- 
ous assistance  given  in  ])reserving  the  peace  and  order  of  the  King- 
dom on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1874. 

Printed  copy  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  foreign  consular  corps 
ai)i)ointing  the  consuls  for  the  German  P^mpire  and  for  France  a  com- 
mittee to  call  upon  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
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Britain,  and  to  convey  to  them  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  foreign  con- 
suls for  the  promptness  and  impartiality  with  which  the  ships  of  war 
in  port  assisted  the  local  authorities  in  putting  an  end  to  the  disturb- 
ance on  the  I2th  instant,  and  praising  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men. 

Copy  of  a  circular  of  date  February  13,  1874,  addressed  to  the  lega- 
tion from  the  Hawaiian  department  for  foreign  affairs,  informing  of 
the  election  of  David  Kalakaua,  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Same 
to  the  same,  of  date  February  14, 1874,  informing  tliat  His  Majesty  the 
King  had  appointed,  by  the  consent  of  the  nobles,  under  the  twenty- 
second  article  of  the  constitution,  his  brother,  his  royal  highness  Prince 
William  Litt  Leleiohoku,  to  be  his  successor  to  the  throne  aft€r  His 
Majesty's  decease. 

Photographic  likeness  of  King  Kalakaua,  and  a  biographical  notice 
of  him.  Borji  November  16,  1836;  educated  at  royal  school  then  in 
charge  of  American  missionaries  5  married  December  19,  1863.  Has 
wife  and  several  children  living,  neither  of  whom  are  in  the  line  of  the 
succession  to  the  throne. 

Copies  addressed  by  the  legation  to  Commander  Belknap,  senior 
officer  present,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  off  Honolulu.  One 
dated  February  10,  1874,  recommending  the  retention  on  board  on  the 
12th  instant  (the  day  of  election  for  King)  the  crews  of  the  Tuscarora  and 
ForUmouth.  Another  dated  February  16,  1874,  conveying  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  and  thanks  to  him  and  Commander  Skerrett  for 
valuable,  discreet,  and  efficientservicesperformedby  the  United  States 
forces  on  the  occasion  of  the  riot  in  this  town  on  the  12th  instant,  and 
for  their  subsequent  services.  In  this  connection,  1  beg  leave  further 
to  say  that  the  legation  and  all  American  citizens  here  are  under  deep 
obligations  to  Commanders  Belknap  and  Skerrett,  their  officers  and  en- 
listed men  and  marines,  comi)osing  the  forces  that  Avere  landed  on  the 
12th  instant,  for  suppressing  the  riot  of  that  day  and  for  services  ren- 
dered since  in  guarding  the  public  buildings  and  preserving  order. 

The  disposition  and  handling  of  the  force  were  admirable,  and  I  ob- 
serve that  officers  and  men  were  disposed  to  use  no  more  violence  while 
suppressing  tlie  disturbance  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  effect 
the  object,  and  their  conduct  is  deserving  of  commendation  for  that  as 
well  as  in  other  respects. 

At  midnight  of  the  12th  instant  I  received  a  note  signed  by  King 
Kalakaua,  requesting  my  presence  at  the  palace  at  7  o'clock  the  ensu- 
ing morning.  On  arrival  there  I  found  present  His  Majesty,  Mr.  Bisliop, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Wodehouse,  British  commissioner,  and 
Mr.  Ballieu,  French  commissioner. 

Mr.  Bishop  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  ascertain 
whether  the  representatives  of  tlie  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and 
France  then  present,  respectively,  recognized  Kalakaua  as  sovereigu 
of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom.  Each  of  said  representatives  replied  iu  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Bishop  then  informed  us  that  the  King  would  be  sworn  into  ollico 
and  inaugurated  on  that  day  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  he  desired  our 
presence  on  the  occasion.  Tlie  ceremony  being  hastened  as  to  tinu',  on 
account  of  the  critical  condition  of  affairs,  the  installation  took  i)lace 
as  arranged. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Bishop,  IMr.  Wodehouse,  and  Mr.  Ballieu,  I 
called  the  same  morning  on  (»>,ueen  lOmma,  and  by  autliority  oi"  my  col- 
leagues and  in  my  own  capacity  as  minister  resident  of  the  Tnited 
States,  as  well  as  licr  Cricnd,  said  (o  her  tliat  I'ach  nnMuber  of  the  diplo- 
matic corps  had  ackjiowlcdgcd    David    Kalakaua  as  the  King  of  the 
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Il:i\v;iii;in  Islaiuls  :\imI  sIhmiIiI  luMratUir  n'CMijriiizc  liiiii  as  such,  and  wo 
advised  her  to  do  tlic  same,  for  the  interests  of  herself  and  peojjle  and 
for  th<' jneservation  <>f  the  ])eaeo  of  the  Kin^^doni;  tliat  any  further  oj>- 
])osili()n  to  the  declared  will  of  the  assenddy,  in  re^^ard  to  tlu' suceession 
to  the  throne,  nii;4ht  result  in  serious  dilliculty  to  heiand  her  sujqjorters; 
that  we  reconmu'iuled  her  to  accept  the  fact  of  the  lej^ality  of  Kala- 
kaua's  election  as  Kin^,  aiul  to  iir^c  her  jjeople  t(>  likewise  do  the  same, 
and  not  t<>  eonunit  any  more  acts  of  violence  or disoi<ler.  (^>ueen  Mmnui 
listened  to  my  remarks  and  advice  with  «,neat  attention  and  resjx'ct. 

The  same  ihiy,  in  the  afternoon,  she  pul)Iicly  addressed  her  peojjle 
and  jj^ave  them  the  counsel  i  had  indicated,  and  also  seid  a  messaj^e  to 
the  Ivin^-  that  she  ackn()wled<;ed  him  as  soven^f^n  of  the  realm  and 
that  her  i>eoi)le  would  do  the  same.  The  followinjij  morninj;  the  Kinj^ 
ealled  in  i>erson  on  her,  was  favorably  received,  and  amicable  relations 
now  exist  between  them  ami  thc^  peace  of  the  kiiiii^dom  seems  restor<'d. 

There  is  a  lanientable  want  of  t)hysical  strength  in  the  (iovernment 
to  protect  itself  and  f()rei<;n  residents.  The  late  riot  was  a  natural  out- 
growth of  tluMuutiny  at  the  barracks  last  August  and  the  im])unity 
with  which  the  offenders  were  let  oft'.  The  weakness  of  the  (iovern- 
ment will  ])robably  increase,  as  the  military  and  jxilice  force  can  not  bo 
relied  on  to  sujjport  the  law  or  to  ai"rest  its  violation. 

Were  it  not  for  the  serious  condition  of  t]iin«4s  emanating;"  from  the 
above  named  facts  one  would  be  amusingly  reminded  by  the  Hawaiian 
court  and  (Jovernment,  their  parade  parajihernalia,  eti<piette,  and  di- 
minutiveness  of  the  nation  and  absence  of  strenfj-th,  of  the  court  and 
government  of  Offenbach's  Grand  Duchess  of  Geralstine. 

Hereafter  a  United  States  vessel  of-  war  should  always  be  stationed 
at  these  islands  under  a  system  of  reliefs.  A  time  may  arrive  when 
the  United  States  Government  will  find  it  necessary  for  the  interests 
of  our  nation  and  its  resident  citizens  here  to  take  possession  of  this 
country  by  military  occupation. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 


No.  245.]       Legation  of  tue  United  States  of  America, 

Honolulu,  February  J^O,  1871, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fisn,     , 

Secretary  of  State: 
SiK :  Herewith  inclosed  is  coj)y  of  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  Avithdrawal  of  the  United  States  armed  force  from  this  city.  The 
event  took  i)lace  this  morning  at  0  o'clock,  after  a  stay  on  shore  of 
nearly  eight  days.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  during  the 
whole  i)eriod  has  been  of  a  character  entirely  unexceptionable  and  de- 
serving of  <'ommendati()n. 

The  British  force  landed  from  the  Tenedos,  about  70  men  and  ofHcers, 
return  on  board  this  forenoon. 

Since  order  was  restored  the  King  has  daily  invited  two  or  three  of 
the  ofticers  in  charge  of  our  force  to  dine  with  him;  and  all,  both  offi- 
cers and  men,  expiess  satisi-action  with  their  treatment  wdiile  on  shore. 
Very  respectfully, 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 
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Mr.  Green  to  Mr.  Fierce, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Honolulu^  February  21^  1874. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  the  King  to  tLank  you  in  his 
name  and  in  that  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  tlirougii  you 
Commander  Belknap  and  Commander  Skerrett,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora  and  Fortsmouth,  for  the  promx)t  and  efficient  aid  rendered  to  the 
local  authorities  in  suppressing  the  riot  in  this  city  on  the  12th  instant. 
The  events  of  that  day,  unfortunate  as  they  may  have  been,  served 
to  exhibit  the  feelings  of  friendshi})  which  exist  between  tlie  two  coun- 
tries and  the  certainty  with  whicli  this  Government  may  rely  in  cases 
of  emergency  upon  the  cordial  and  disinterested  cooi)eration  of  tlie 
representatives  and  shii)s  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  those  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resx)ect  and  high  consideration, 
your  excellency's,  etc., 

W.  L.  Green. 
His  Excellency  Henry  A.  Pierce, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Fierce  to  Mr.  Fish, 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  291.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  October  12,  1874. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State  J  Wasliinqtonj  D.  C: 
Sir: 

******* 

The  English  and  French  commissioners  here  inform  me  that  they 
are  opposed  to  the  act  of  King  Kalakaua's  departure  out  of  his  King- 
dom, on  account  of  its  present  political  condition.  I  am,  however,  of 
the  belief  that  they  are  not  actuated  therein  by  a  real  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  this  nation,  but  by  a  desire  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
and  prevent  if  possible  closer  relations  taking  place  between  Hawaii 
and  tlie  United  States. 

It  is  not  thought  probable  that  the  King  will  extend  his  tour  from  the 
United  States  to  England  and  France.  It  is  reported  that  his  liuances 
are  in  a  low  condition. 

Inclosed  herewitli  are  two  articles,  extracted  from  the  I'riend  news- 
paper, on  the  subject  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States  and  advo- 
cating the  same. 

In  view  of  tlie  best  interests  of  the  United  States  in  their  relations 
with  these  islands,  I  take  the  liberty  to  express  the  lio|)e  that  a  liberal 
commei'cial  tieaty  may  soon  be  inaugurated  by  the  two  countries, 
feeling  confident  that  such  act  would  result  to  the  (Mjual  benefit  of  both 
nations  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  and  moreover  be  the  means  of  binding 
this  aicliii)elago  to  the  United  States  by  the  chains  of  self  interest, 
never  to  be  severed. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  resj)ec(,  your  olx'dient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Pierce. 
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Conrentivn  hctiavn   the   Vnitvd  States  of  Ameriva  (ind  I/is  Mnjisft/  th( 
h'iin/  of  fhr  ll(iir<iii(ui  Islandti. 

CO^niEWCIAL    UECirUOClTY. 

Coiuludcd  ,1  nil  nary  ;^(),  1875. 

Katilicatioii  advised  by  Senate.  Maicli  IS,  1.S75. 

Katilied  by  l»resi(b'ii( May  .'51,  1X75. 

Rati  Mod  by  Kiii<i  April  17,  1S7."). 

Katilicatioiis  ox('lian<;('(l  at  Wasliin^^ton  ,Iinie  ;5,  1875. 

rroclaiiiied  fliine  M,  1875. 

By  the  JM^esident  of  the  United  States  of  Aivieeica. 

A    rKOCLAMATJON. 

Whereas  a  convoiition  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
His  ]\lajesty  the  Kinj;-  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on  the  snbjeet  of  eoni- 
nier(!ial  reciprocity,  was  concluded  and  signed  by  their  resiuxttive 
j)lenipotentiaries,  at  tl»e  city  of  Wasliin^ton,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-tive,  which  con- 
ven^oii,  as  amended  by  the  contracting  parties,  is  word,  for  word  as 
follows : 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands,  e(|ually  animated  by  the  desire  t^)  strengtlien  and  i)er- 
l)etuate  the  friendly  relations  which  have  heretofore  uniformly  existed 
between  them,  and  to  consolidate  their  conunei-cial  intercourse,  have 
resolved  to  enter  into  a  convention  for  connnercial  reciprocity.  For 
this  i)urposc  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  conferred  full  pow- 
ers on  Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of  State;  and  His  ^rajesty  the  King  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  has  conferred  like  powers  on  llonoiable  Elisha 
H.  Allen,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  chancellor  of  the  King- 
dom, member  of  the  privy  council  of  state,  His  Majesty's  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  niinister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Honorable  Henry  A.  P.  Carter,  member  of  the  privy 
council  of  state,  His  Majesty's  special  commissioner  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 

And  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  which  were  found  to  be  in  due  form,  have  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing articles: 

Article  I. 

For  and  in  consideration  of  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  next  succeeding  ar- 
ticle of  this  convention,  and  as  an  equivalent  therefor,  the  United 
States  of  America  hereby  agree  to  admit  all  tlie  articles  named  in  the 
following  schedule,  the  same  being  the  growth  and  manufacture  or 
produce  of  the  Hawaiian  Islaiuls,  into  all  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  free  of  duty. 

SCHEDULE. 

Arrowroot;  castor  oil;  bananas,  nuts,  vegetables,  dried  and  undried, 
preserved  and  unpreserved;  hides  and  skins  undressed;  ri('e;  pulu; 
seeds,  plants,  shrubs  or  trees;  muscovado,  brown,  and  all  other  unre- 
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fined  sugar,  meaning  hereby  tbe  grades  of  sugar  heretofore  commonly 
imported  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  now  known  in  the  markets  of 
San  Francisco  and  Portland  as ''Sandwich  Island  sugar;"  syrups  of 
sugar-cane,  melado,  and  molasses;  tallow. 

Article  II. 

For  and  in  consideration  of  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  the 
United  States  of  America  in  the  preceding  article  of  this  convention, 
and  as  an  equivalent  therefor,  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  hereby  agrees  to  admit  all  the  articles  named  in  the  following 
schedule,  the  same  being  the  growth,  manufacture,  or  produce  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  into  all  the  ports  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
free  o£  duty. 

SCHEDULE. 

Agricultural  implements;  animals;  beef,  bacon,  pork,  ham,  and  all 
fresli,  smoked,  or  preserved  meats;  boots  and  shoes;  grain,  flour,  meal, 
and  bran,  bread  and  breadstuff's,  of  all  kinds;  bricks,  lime,  and  cement; 
butter,  cheese,  lard,  tallow;  bullion;  coal;  cordage,  naval  stores,  m- 
riudiug  tar,  pitch,  resin,  turpentine,  raw  and  rectified;  copper  and  com- 
position sheathing;  nails  and  bolts;  cotton  and  manufactures  Of  cotton, 
bleached  and  unbleached,  and  whether  or  not  colored,  stained,  painted, 
or  printed;  eggs;  fish  and  oysters,  and  all  other  creatures  living  in  the 
water,  and  the  products  thereof;  fruits,  nuts,  and  vegetables,  green, 
dried  or  undried,  preserved  or  unpreserved;  hardware;  hides,  furs, 
skins  and  pelts,  dressed  or  undressed;  hoop  iron  and  rivets,  nails, 
spikes  and  bolts,  tacks,  brads  or  sprigs;  ice;  iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures thereof;  leather;  lumber  and  timber  of  all  kinds,  round,  hewed, 
sawed,  and  unmanufactured,  in  whole  or  in  part;  doors,  sashes,  and 
blinds;  machinery  of  all  kinds,  engines  and  parts  thereof;  oats  and 
hay;  paper,  stationery,  and  books,  and  all  manufactures  of  paper  or 
of  paper  and  wood;  petroleum  and  all  oils  for  lubricating  or  illuminat- 
ing imrposes;  plants,  shrubs,  trees,  and  seeds;  rice;  sugar,  refined  or 
unrefined;  salt;  soap;  shooks,  staves,  and  headings;  wool  and  manu- 
factures of  wool,  other  than  ready-made  clothing;  wagons  and  carts 
for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  or  of  drayage;  wood  and  manufactures 
of  wood,  or  of  wood  and  metal,  except  furniture,  either  upholstered  or 
carved,  and  carriages;  textile  manufactures,  made  of  a  combination  of 
wool,  cotton,  silk,  or  linen,  or  of  any  two  or  more  of  them,  other  than 
when  ready-made  clothing;  harness  and  all  manufactures  of  leather; 
starch;  and  tobacco,  whether  in  leaf  or  manufactured. 

Article  III. 

The  evidence  that  articles  proposed  to  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  or  the  ports  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  free 
of  duty,  under  the  first  and  second  articles  of  this  convention,  are  the 
growth,  manufacture,  or  produce  of  the  United  States  of  America  or 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  respectively,  shall  be  established  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  ;uid  (conditions  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue 
as  the  two  Governments  may  from  time  to  time  respectively  prescribe. 
S.  Ex.  77 11 


162  HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

Article  TV. 

No  ox])ort  duty  or  cliarf^t's  shall  be  iinjiosod  in  tin'  Hawaiian  Islands, 
or  in  the  Tnited  States,  upon  any  olthe  articles  proposed  to  ))e  admit 
ted  into  tlie  ]M)rts  of  tlie  I'nited  States  or  tiie  ports  of  tlie  Hawaiian 
Islands  free  of  duty  under  the  first  and  seeond  articles  of  this  eonven- 
tiou.  It  is  agreed,  on  tlie  ])art  of  His  Hawaiian  Majesty,  that,  so  lonj; 
as  this  treaty  shall  remain  in  force,  he  will  not  lease  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose of  or  create  any  lien  upon  any  jmrt,  harl)or,  or  other  territory  in 
his  (hnninions,  or  ^rant  any  special  ])rivilej;e  or  rij^hts  of  use  therein, 
to  any  other  power,  state,  or  government,  n(n'  nnike  any  treaty  by 
which  any  other  nation  shall  obtain  the  same  junvileges,  relative  to  the 
admission  of  any  articles  free  of  <luty,  hereby  secured  to  the  Uuited 
States. 

Article  V. 

The  present  convention  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been 
approved  and  proclaimed  by  His  Majesty  the  Kinf^  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  shall  have  been  ratiliedand  duly  proclaimed  on  the  i>artof 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  but  not  until  a  law  to  carry  it 
into  operation  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Such  assent  having  been  given,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  convention  having  been  exchanged  as  provided  in  Article 
VI,  the  convention  shall  remain  in  force  for  seven  years  from  the  date 
at  which  it  may  come  into  operation;  and  further,  until  the  expiration 
of  twelve  montlis  after  either  of  the  higlucontracting  parties  shall  give 
notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  terminate  the  same,  each  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  being  at  liberty  to  give  such  notice  to  the  other  at 
the  end  of  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  or  at  any  time  thereafter. 

Article  YI. 

The  present  ccmvention  shall  be  duly  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged  at  Washington  City,  within  eighteen  months  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  high  contract 
ing  ])arties  have  signed  this  present  convention,  and  have  affixed  thereto 
their  respective  seals. 

Done  in  duplicate,  at  Washington,  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- five. 
seal.]  Hamilton  Fish. 

SEAL.]  Elisha  H.  Allen, 

seal.]  Henry  A.  P.  Carter. 

And  Avhereas  the  said  convention,  as  amended,  has  been  duly  ratified 
on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  were  exchanged  in  this 
city  on  this  day: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of 
the  United  Sta!es  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  convention  to  be 
nuide  i)ublic,  to  the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United 
States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
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Done  at  tlie  city  of  Washington  this  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred   and   seventy-five, 
[SEAL.]   and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninety- 
ninth. 

U.  S.  Geant. 
By  the  President : 

Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


1876. 

Protocol  of  a  conference  betiveen  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Haivaiian  Islands,  held  at  Washington 
on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  1876, 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  Article  v  of  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  concerning  commercial  reciprocity,  signed  at  Washington  on  the 
30th  day  of  January,  1875,  as  follows  : 

"  Article  V.  The  present  convention  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  it  shall 
have  been  approved  and  proclaimed  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  and  shall  have  been  ratified  and  duly  proclaimed  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  but  not  until  the  law 
to  carry  it  into  operation  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  such  assent  having  been  given,  and  the  rati- 
fications of  the  convention  having  been  exchanged  as  provided  in  Article 
VI,  the  convention  shall  remain  in  force  for  seven  years  from  the  date 
at  which  it  may  come  into  operation;  and  further,  until  the  expiration 
of  twelve  months  after  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties  shall  give 
notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  terminate  the  same,  each  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  being  at  liberty  to  give  such  notice  to  the  other  at 
the  end  of  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  or  at  any  time  thereafter.'^ 

And  whereas  the  said  convention  has  been  approved  and  proclaimed 
by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  has  been  ratified 
and  duly  i^roclaimed  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States ; 

And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  carry  into  etfect  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  signed 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-tive,'^ 
which  was  approved  on  the  loth  day  of  August  in  the  year  1870; 

And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  entitled  ''An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a  Convention 
between  His  Majesty  the  King  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
mgned  at  Washington  on  the  3()th  day  of  January,  1875,"  which  was 
duly  ai)proved  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1876; 

And  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  said  ('(mvention  have  been  ex- 
changed as  provided  in  Article  VI. 

The  undersigned,  Williani  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  Honorable  Elisha  H.  Allen,  Chief 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor  of  the  Kingdom,  !Mend)er  of 
the  Privy  Council  ofStatc,  ;ind  His  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinurv  and 
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Minister  rU'iiipotentiaiy  to  the  ITniteil  States  of"  America,  duly  autlior- 
ized  for  tills  jmrpose  by  theii  res|>eetive  (iovernmeiits,  liave  met  to- 
gether at  Wasliiii^rtoii,  and  having  found  tl)e  said  convention  lias  been 
approvt'd  and  inorlaimed  by  His  Majesty  the  Kin^oftlie  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands and  liMS  been  ratified  and  duly  ]u-o(Iaimed  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  I'nited  States,  and  tliat  the  hiws  required  to  carry  the 
said  Treaty  into  o])eration  have  been  ])assed  by  the  ( 'on^Tess  of  the 
United  States  of  America  on  the  one  part  and  by  the  I.e^islative  Assem- 
bly of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  the  otiier,  hereby  declare  that  the  Con- 
vention aforesaid  conchided  between  the  (nited  States  of  Ameri<'a  and 
His  Majesty  the  Kin<i-  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  the  30th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, IST."*,  will  take  ettect  on  the  date  hereof 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersi«j;ned  have  signed  this  protocol  and 
have  hereunto  attixed  their  seals. 

Done  in  dui)licate,  at  Washinofton,  this  ninth  day  of  September,  cue 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

[SEAL.]  W.  Hunter. 

[seal.]  Ellsha  H.  ^\xlen. 


Mr.  Evarts  to  Mr.  Comly, 

No.  81.]  Department  of  State, 

Washiyu/totiy  November  13 j  1680. 

Sir:  Your  No.  117  of  the  5th  of  July  last,  in  reference  to  the  appeal 
of  the  Hawaiian  Evangelical  Association  for  the  moral  influence  of  this 
Government  to  su])port  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  lirpior  ordi- 
nance of  Chief  Lebon  of  the  Kalik  Islands,  has  had  favorable  considera- 
tion. The  wise  enactment  of  that  chief  requires  no  argument  to  justify 
the  earnest  support  of  all  governments  having  intercourse  with  the 
islands,  and  this(4overnment  in  i)articular  is  desirous  of  seeing  itscom- 
•  plete  and  impartial  enforcement,  inasmuch  as  one  of  the  reported  oti'eud- 
ers  is  unfortunately  said  to  be  an  American  citizen.  In  view  of  the 
absence  of  a  national  representative  in  the  Ralik  group,  and  consider- 
ing also  the  alleged  coparceny  of  the  German  consular  oflicer  in  the 
traffic  which  it  is  so  properly  sought  to  restrain,  it  has  been  thought  that 
a  double  result  might  be  reached  by  informing  the  German  Govern- 
ment of  our  adhesion  tf>  Chief  Lebon's  edict,  and  requesting  its  good 
offices,  through  theagency  at  Jaluit  and  the  sui)erior  consulate  at  Apia, 
to  aid  in  the  impartial  and  complete  enforcement  of  the  law. 

While  considerations  of  trade  would  hardly  serve  alone  to  warrant 
the  establishment  of  a  consular  station  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Kaliks,  it  is  thought  that  the  moral  benefit  which  would  flow  from  our 
proper  representation  in  that  quarter  would  justify  the  steps,  if  a  j)roT)er 
person  could  be  found  to  accept  the  position  of  consular  agent  under 
the  consulate  at  Apia.  It  is  regarded  as  best  that  the  office  should 
pertain  to  the  Samoan  scheme  for  more  harmonious  correlation  with  the 
British  afid  German  systems  of  consular  supervision  in  the  Pacific. 

Your  own  good  offi(!es  in  the  direction  of  making  such  an  appoint- 
ment are  desired,  to  the  extent  of  inquiring  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Bingham, 
who  addressed  you  on  the  Ralik  question,  whether  he  knows  of  any 
capable  American  citizen  in  the  Kaliks  who  would  accei)t  the  post 
without  salary.  Possibly  the  Mr.  J.  L.  Young  who  wrote  to  Mr.  Bing- 
ham from  Jaluit,  would  be  a  suitable  person,  and  if- he  should  prove  to 
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be  a  resident  missionary  at  that  place,  no  better  recommendation  would 
be  desired. 

Mr.  Dawson,  tlie  consul  at  Apia,  lias  been  instructed  in  tbe  sense  of 
tliis  dispatch. 

I  am,  etc., 

Wm.  M.  Evaets. 


Mr.  Blaine  to  Mr.  Comly, 

ial.] 
•AET^IENT 

Washington,  December  1,  1881. 


[Confidential.] 

Depaet^ient  of  State, 


James  M.  Comly,  Esq.,  Honolulu: 

SiE :  Id  my  formal  instruction  of  this  date  I  have  reviewed  the  gen- 
eral question  of  the  relationship  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  and  the  position  of  the  latter,  both  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  American  system  and  as  the  key  to  the  commerce  of  the  North 
Pacific.  As  that  instruction  was  written  for  communication  to  the 
Hawaiian  secretary  of  state,  I  touched  but  lightly  on  the  essential  ques- 
tion of  the  gradual  and  seemingly  inevitable  decadence  and  extinction 
of  the  native  race  and  its  replacement  by  another,  to  which  the  powers 
of  Government  would  necessarily  descend. 

A  single  glance  at  the  census  returns  of  Hawaii  for  half  a  generation 
past  exhibits  this  alarming  diminution  of  the  indigenous  element, 
amounting  to  IJ  per  cent  per  annum  of  the  population.  Meanwhile 
the  industrial  and  productive  development  of  Hawaii  is  on  the  increase, 
and  the  native  classes,  never  sufficiently  numerous  to  develop  the  full 
resources  of  the  islands,  have  been  supplemented  by  an  adventitious 
labor  element,  from  China  mainly,  until  the  rice  and  sugar  fields  are 
largely  tilled  by  aliens.  The  worst  of  this  state  of  things  is  that  it 
must  inevitably  keep  on  in  increasing  ratio,  the  native  classes  growing 
smaller,  the  insular  production  larger,  and  the  immigration  to  supply 
the  want  of  labor  greater  every  year. 

I  have  shown  in  a  previous  instruction  how  entirely  Hawaii  is  a  part 
of  the  productive  and  commercial  system  of  the  American  States.  So 
far  as  the  staple  growths  and  imports  of  the  islands  go,  the  reciprocity 
treaty  makes  them  practically  members  of  an  American  zollverein,  an 
outlying  district  of  tlie  State  of  California.  So  far  as  political  structure 
and  independence  of  action  are  concerned,  Hawaii  is  as  remote  from 
our  control  as  China.  This  contradiction  is  only  explicable  by  assum- 
ing what  is  the  fact,  that  thirty  years  ago,  having  the  choice  between 
material  annexation  and  (!ommercial  assimilation  of  the  islands,  the 
United  States  chose  the  less  responsible  alternative.  The  soundness  of 
the  choice,  however,  entirely  depends  on  the  perpetuity  of  the  rule  of 
the  native  race  as  an  independent  government,  and  that  imperiled,  the 
whole  framework  of  our  relations  to  Hawaii  is  changed,  if  not  destroyed. 

The  decline  of  the  native  Hawaiian  element  in  the  ])resen('e  of  newer 
aiul  sturdier  growths  must  be  accepted  as  an  inevitable  fact,  in  view  of 
the  teachings  of  ethnological  history.  And  as  retrogression  in  the 
development  of  the  Islands  can  not  be  admitted  without  serious  detri- 
ment to  American  interests  in  the  i^orth  Pacific,  the  ])rol)lem  of  a  re- 
plenishment of  the  vital  forces  of  Hawaii  presents  itself  for  intellig<Mit 
solution  in  an  American  sense — not  in  an  Asiatic  or  a  British  sense. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  were  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  bv  annexation 


166  HAWAIIAN    ISLANDS. 

or  district  i»iot(Mti<»ii,  a  i»;iit  of  the  territory  <>!'  the  Unioii,  their  fertile 
resources  lor  the  growth  of  rice  and  su^^ar  \vo\ihl  not  only  he  controlled 
by  American  cai)ital,  Imt  so  ])rofitahle  a  liehl  of  lal>or  would  attract 
iutellijicnt  workers  lliitlier  frinn  tlic  United  8tat«*s. 

A  jjurcly  Anicrican  form  ijf  colonization  in  such  a  case  would  meet 
all  the  pliases  of  tlie  i)rol)]ein.  Witliin  our  borders  could  be  found  the 
eai)ital,  the  intelligence,  the  activity,  and  the  necessary  lal)or  trained 
in  the  rice  swami)s  and  cane  fields  of  the  Southern  States,  and  it  may 
be  well  to  consider  how,  even  in  the  chosen  alternative  of  niaintainin;:: 
Hawaiian  indei)emU*nce,  tlicsc  i)ros])erous  elements  could  be  induced 
to  j;o  from  our  shores  to  tlie  islands,  not  like  the  coolies,  i)ractically 
enslaved,  not  as  liuman  machines,  but  asthinkiufj:,  intelligent,  working 
factors  in  the  advancement  of  the  material  interests  of  the  islands. 

I  desire,  therefore,  that  you  will  give  this  subject  due  attention.  An 
examination  and  rei)ort  will  be  valuable  if  showing  the  proportion  of 
occupied  rice  and  sugar  lands  to  the  unoccui)ied  and  undeveloped  ter- 
ritory, the  capacities  of  production,  the  peculiarities  of  climate,  the 
wages  of  labor,  and  the  cost  of  living.  It  will  also  be  well  for  you  in 
conversation  with  the  leading  men  of  Hawaii  to  turn  their  thoughts 
discreetly  in  the  direction  of  inviting  American  colonization  there.  A 
Hawaiian  homestead  act  for  the  benelit  of  actual  American  settlers, 
with  remissi(m  of  taxation  duiing  the  time  necessary  to  establish  new 
plantations  on  a  paying  basis,  might  be  in  turn  siii)i)lemented  in  the 
United  States  by  voluntarily  organized  emigration  schemes  and  co- 
operative aid  to  bona  tide  setth^s.  Throughout  the  continent,  north 
and  south,  wherever  a  foothold  is  found  for  American  enterprise,  it  is 
quickly  occu])ied,and  this  spirit  of  adventure,  which  seeks  its  outlet  in 
the  mines  of  South  America  and  the  railroads  of  Mexico,  would  not  be 
slow  to  avail  itself  of  openings  for  assured  and  profitable  enterprise 
even  in  mid-ocean. 

Commending  this  aspect  of  the  subject  to  your  earnest  and  immediate 
attenticm, 

I  am,  etc., 

James  G.  Blaine. 
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Supplementary  convention  heticeen  the  United  States  of  America  and 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  to  limit  the  duration  of 
the  convention  respecting  commercial  reciprocity  concluded  January  30 j 

1875. 

Concluded  December  6,  1884;  ratification  advised  by  Senate  January 
20^  1887;  ratified  by  President  November  7,  1887;  ratified  by  King  Oc- 
tober 20,  1887 'j  ratifications  exchanged  at  Washington  November  9j  1887; 
proclaimed  November  9,  1887. 

BY   THE  PRESIDENT   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  convention  between  the  CTnited  States  of  America  and' 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  definitely 
limiting  the  duration  of  the  convention  concerning  commercial  reciproc- 
ity concluded  between  the  same  high  contracting   parties    on  the- 
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thirtietli  day  of  January,  1875,  was  coDcludecl  and  signed  by  their  re- 
spective plenipotentiaries  at  tlie  citj^  of  Washington,  on  the  sixth  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1884,  which  convention,  as 
amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  and  being  in  the  English 
language,  is  word  for  word  as  follows: 

Supplementary  convention  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  convention 
respecting  commercial  reciprocity  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  concluded  January  30,  1875. 

Whereas  a  convention  was  concluded  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  1875,  concerning  commercial  reciprocity, 
which  by  the  fifth  article  thereof  was  to  continue  in  force  for  seven 
years  from  the  date  after  it  was  to  come  into  operation,  and  further, 
until  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  after  either  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  should  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  termi- 
nate the  same;  and 

Whereas  the  high  contracting  parties  consider  that  the  increase 
and  consolidation  of  their  mutual  commercial  interests  would  be  better 
promoted  by  the  definite  limitation  of  the  duration  of  the  said  conven- 
tion: 

Therefore,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  have  appointed: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Frederick  T.  Fre- 
linghuysen.  Secretary  of  State;  and 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Henry  A.  P.  Carter, 
accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  His  Majesty's 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary; 

Who,  having  exchanged  their  respective  powers,  which  were  found 
sufficient  and  in  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Article  I. 

The  high  contracting  parties  agree,  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  said  convention,  shall  be  definitely  extended  for  a  term  of 
seven  years  from  tlie  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  hereof,  and 
further,  until  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  after  either  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  shall  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  termi- 
nate the  same,  each  of  the  high  contracting  iiarties  being  at  liberty  to 
give  such  notice  to  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  seven  years 
or  at  any  time  thereafter. 

Article  II. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  grants  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  exclusive  right  to  enter  the  harbor 
of  Pearl  River,  in  the  island  of  Oahu,  and  to  establish  and  maintain 
there  a  coaling  and  repair  station  for  the  use  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  that  end  the  United  Stjites  may  improve  the  entrance 
to  said  harbor  and  do  all  other  things  needful  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Article  III. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  and  the  ratifications  ex- 
changed at  Washington  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  resi)ective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the 
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present  convention  in  (hi])li('at»\  and  have  herennto  aflfixetl  their  re- 

^|)eetive  seals. 
J)one  at  the  (iity  of  Washington  the  Gth  day  of  December,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  1884. 

Fredk.  T.  Frelinghuysen.    [l.  s.l 
Henry  A.  P.  Carter.  [l.  s.j 

And  whereas  tlie  said  convention,  as  amended,  has  been  duly  rati- 
lied  on  both  ])arts,  and  the  respective  ratiiieations  of  the  same  liave 
been  exchanged. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Grover  Cleveland,  President  of 
the  United  vStates  of  America,  have  cansed  the  said  convention  to  be 
made  public  to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every  article  and  clause 
tiiereof,  as  amended,  may  be  observed  and  fullilled  with  good  faitli 
by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  testimony  wliereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  aftixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred  and 
[SEAL.]  twelfth. 

Geovee  Cleveland. 
By  the  President: 
T.  F.  Bayard, 

Secretary  oj  State. 


Parcels  Post  Convention  heticeen  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  better  postal  arrangements  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  the  under- 
signed, Don  M.  Dickinson,  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  H.  A.  P.  Carter,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  at  Washington,  by  virtue 
of  authority  vested  in  them  by  law,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
articles  for  the  establishment  of  a  parcels  post  system  of  exchanges 
between  the  two  countries. 

Article  I. 

The  provisions  of  this  convention  relate  only  to  parcels  of  mail  matter 
to  be  exchanged  by  the  system  herein  provided  for,  and  do  not  affect 
the  arrangements  now  existing  under  the  Universal  Postal  Union  Con- 
vention, which  will  continue  as  heretofore;  and  all  the  agreements 
hereinafter  contained  apply  exclusively  to  mails  exchanged  under  these 
articles,  directly  between  the  office  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of 
California,  and  such  other  offices  within  the  United  States  as  may  be 
hereafter  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  office  of  Honolulu,  in  the  island  of  Oahu,  and  such  other  offices 
within  the  Hawaiian  Islands  as  maybehereafter  designated  by  the  post- 
master-general of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom;  such  matter  to  be  admitted 
to  the  mails  under  these  articles  as  shall  be  sent  through  such  exchange 
offices  from  any  place  in  either  country  to  any  place  in  the  other. 
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Article  II. 

1.  There  shall  be  admitted  to  the  mails  exchanged  under  this  con- 
ventioD,  articles  of  merchandise  and  mail  matter,  except  letters,  post 
cards,  and  written  matter,  of  all  kinds,  that  are  admitted  under  any 
conditions  to  the  domestic  mails  of  the  country  of  origin,  except  that 
no  packet  must  exceed  5  kilogTams  or  11  pounds  in  weight,  nor  the 
following  dimensions:  Greatest  length,  three  feet  six  inches:  greatest 
length  and  girth  combined,  six  feetj  and  must  be  so  wrax)ped  or  in- 
closed as  to  permit  their  contents  to  be  easily  examined  by  postmas- 
ters and  customs  officers;  and  except  that  the  following  articles  are 
prohibited : 

Publications  which  violate  the  copyright  laws  of  the  country  of  des- 
tination; poisons,  and  explosive  or  inflammable  substances;  fatty 
substances,  liquids,  and  those  which  easily  liquefy,  confections  and 
pastes ;  live  or  dead  animals,  except  dead  insects  and  reptiles  when 
thoroughly  dried;  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  substances  which  exhale 
a  bad  odor;  lottery  tickets,  lottery  advertisements,  or  lottery  circulars; 
all  obscene  or  immoral  articles;  articles  which  may  in  any  way  damage 
or  destroy  the  mails,  or  injure  the  persons  handling  them ;  also  opium. 

2.  All  admissible  articles  of  merchandise  mailed  in  one  country  for 
the  other,  or  received  in  one  country  from  the  other,  shall  be  fiee  from 
any  detention  or  inspection  whatever,  except  such  as  is  required  for 
collection  of  customs  duties,  and  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  most  speedy 
means  to  their  destination,  being  subject  in  their  transmission  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  each  country  respectively. 

Article  III. 

1.  A  letter  or  communication  of  the  nature  of  personal  correspond- 
ence must  not  accompany,  be  written  on,  or  enclosed  with  any  parcel. 

2.  If  such  be  found,  the  letter  will  be  placed  in  the  mails  if  separable, 
and  if  inseparably  attached,  the  whole  package  will  be  rejected.  If, 
however,  any  such  should  inadvertently  be  forwarded,  the  country  of 
destination  will  collect  double  rates  of  postage  according  to  the  Uni- 
versal Postal  Union  Convention. 

3.  No  parcel  may  contain  parcels  intended  for  delivery  at  an  address 
other  than  the  one  borne  by  the  parcel  itself.  If  such  enclosed  parcels 
be  detected,  they  must  be  sent  forward  singly,  charged  with  new  and 
distinct  parcel  post  rates. 

Article  IY. 

1.  The  following  rates  of  postage  shall  in  all  cases  be  required  to  be 
fully  prepaid  with  postage  stamps  of  the  country  of  origin,  viz: 

2.  For  a  parcel  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  sixty  grams  or  one 
pound  in  weight,  twelve  cents;  and  for  each  additional  four  hundred 
and  sixty  grams  or  one  pound,  or  fraction  tliereot,  twelve  cents. 

3.  Tlie  pacikages  shall  be  proniptly  delivered  to  addresses  at  the  post- 
offices  of  address  in  the  country  of  destination,  free  of  charge  for  post- 
age; but  the  c(mntry  of  destination  may  at  its  ()])tion,  levy  and  collect 
from  the  addressee  for  interior  service  and  delivery  a  charge  not  ex- 
ceeding five  cents  on  each  single  parcel  of  whatever  weight  ;  and  if  the 
weight  exceeds  four  hundred  and  sixty  grams  or  one  pound,  a  charge 
equal  to  one  cent  for  each  one  hundred  and  (iftccn  grams  or  four  ounces, 
of  weight,  or  fraction  thereof. 
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Aeticle  v. 

1.  The  sender  will,  at  tlie  time  of  inailinp:  the  package,  receive  a  re- 
ceipt of*  niailinjr  fr^nn  the  post-oflice  where  the  package  is  mailed  on  a 
form  like  Modrl  I  annexed  liereto. 

ti.  The  sender  of  a  package  may  have  the  same  registered  by  ])aying 
the  registration  fee  reqnired  for  registered  articles  in  tlie  eountry  of 
origin. 

3.  An  acknowledgment  of  the  delivery  of  a  registered  article  shall 
be  retnred  to  the  sender  wlien  recinested,  bnt  eitlier  eountry  may  re- 
quire of  the  sender  prepayment  of  a  foe  therefor  not  exceeding  live 
cents. 

4,  The  addressees  of  registered  articles  shall  be  advised  of  the  arri- 
val of  a  package  addressed  to  them,  by  a  notice  from  the  post  office  of 
destination. 

Article  VI. 

1.  The  sender  of  each  package  shall  make  a  customs  declaration, 
pasted  ui)on  or  attached  to  the  i)ackage,  ui)on  a  special  form  i)rovided 
for  the  ])uri)ose  (see  Model  2  annexed  hereto)  giving  a  general  descrij)- 
tion  of  tlie  ]>arcel,  an  accurate  statement  of  the  contents  and  value, 
date  of  mailing,  and  the  sender's  signature  and  place  of  residence,  and 
place  of  address. 

2.  The  packages  in  question  shall  be  subject  in  the  country  of  desti- 
nation to  all  customs  duties  and  all  customs  regulations  in  force  in  that 
country  for  the  ])r()tecti()n  of  its  customs  revenues;  and  the  customs 
duties  properly  chargeable  thereon  shall  be  collected  on  delivery,  in 
accordance  with  the  customs  regulations  of  the  country  of  destination. 

Article  YII. 

Each  country  shall  retain  to  its  own  use  the  whole  of  the  postages, 
registration,  and  delivery  fees  it  collects  on  said  packages;  conse- 
quently, this  convention  will  give  rise  to  no  sei)arate  accounts  between 
the  two  countries. 

Article  YIII. 

1.  The  packages  shall  be  considered  as  a  component  part  of  the  mails 
exchanged  direct  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom,  to  be  despatched  by  the  country  of  origin  to  the 
other  at  its  cost  and  by  such  means  as  it  ])rovides,  in  boxes  i)repared 
expressly  for  the  ])urpose,  or  ordinary  mail  sacks,  to  be  marked  "Par- 
cels post,''  and  to  be  securely  sealed  with  wax  or  otherwise,  as  may  be 
mutually  provided  by  regulations  hereunder. 

2.  Each  country  shall  return  to  the  despatching  office  by  next  mail 
all  bags,  boxes,  or  sacks  used  in  the  exchange  of  parcels. 

3.  Although  articles  admitted  under  this  convention  will  be  trans- 
mitted as  aforesaid  between  the  exchange  offices,  they  should  be  so 
carefully  packed  as  to  be  safely  transmitted  in  the  opey  mails  of  either 
country,  both  in  going  to  the  exchange  office  in  the  country  of  origin 
and  to  the  office  of  address  in  the  country  of  destination. 

4.  Each  despatch  of  a  parcel  post  mail  nuist  be  accompanied  by  a 
descriptive  list  in  duplicate  of  all  the  packages  sent,  showing  dis- 
tinctly the  list  number  of  each  parcel,  the  name  of  the  sender,  the 
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liaine  of  tlie  addressee,  with  address  of  destination,  and  must  be  en- 
closed in  one  of  the  boxes  or  sacks  of  such  despatch  under  the  form 
of  Model  3,  annexed  hereto. 

Article  IX. 

Exchanges  of  mails  under  this  convention  from  any  place  in  either 
country  to  any  place  in  the  other  shall  be  effected  through  the  post- 
offices  of  both  countries  already  designated  as  exchange  post-offices, 
or  through  such  others  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed  upon,  under  such 
regulations  relative  to  the  details  of  the  exchanges,  as  may  be  mutually 
determined  to  be  essential  to  the  security  and  expedition  of  the  mails 
and  the  i)rotection  of  the  customs  revenues. 

Article  X. 

1.  As  soon  as  the  mail  shall  have  reached  the  exchange  office  of 
destination  that  office  shall  check  the  contents  of  the  mails. 

2.  In  the  event  of  the  parcel  bill  not  having  been  received  a  sub- 
stitute should  at  once  be  prepared. 

3.  Any  errors  in  the  entries  on  the  parcel  bill  which  may  be  dis- 
covered shall,  after  verification  by  a  second  officer,  be  corrected  and 
noted  for  report  to  the  despatching  office  on  a  form,  '^  verification 
certificate,"  Avhich  shall  be  sent  in  the  special  envelope. 

4.  If  a  x)arcel  advised  on  the  bill  be  not  received,  after  the  non-receipt 
has  been  verified  by  a  second  officer,  the  entry  on  the  bill  should  be 
canceled  and  the  fact  rei)orted  at  once. 

5.  Should  a  parcel  be  received  in  a  damaged  or  imperfect  condition 
full  particulars  shall  be  reported  on  tbe  same  form. 

6.  If  no  verification  certificate  or  note  of  error  be  received  a  parcel 
mail  shall  be  considered  as  duly  delivered,  having  been  found  on  ex- 
amination correct  in  all  respects. 

Article  XI. 

If  a  package  can  not  be  delivered  as  addressed,  or  is  refused,  the 
sender  will  be  communicated  with  through  the  central  administration 
of  the  office  of  destination  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  desires  the 
package  to  be  disposed  of,  and  if  no  re])ly  is  received  from  him  within 
a  period  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  notice,  the  package  may 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  whom  it  may  concern. 

An  order  for  redirection  or  reforwarding  must  be  accomi)anied  by  the 
amount  due  for  i^ostage  necessary  for  the  return  of  the  article  to  the 
office  of  origin,  at  the  ordinary  parcel  rates. 

When  the  contents  of  a  parcel  which  can  not  be  delivered  are  liable 
to  deterioration  or  corruption,  they  inay  be  destroyed  at  once,  if  neces- 
sary, or  if  expedient,  sold,  without  previous  notice  or  Judicial  formality, 
for  tlie  benefit  of  the  right  i)erson,  the  particulars  of  each  sale  being 
noticed  by  one  post-office  to  the  otlier. 

Article  XII. 

The  Post-Office  Department  of  either  of  the  contracting  countries 
will  not  be  responsible  for  tlie  loss  or  damage  of  any  ])ackage,  and  no 
indemnity  can  consequently  be  claimed  by  the  sender  or  addressee  iu 
eitlier  country. 
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Article  XIII. 

Tlu'  Postmaster-Gonoral  of  the  Unitnl  States  of  Amorica  and  the 
])ostinaster-geiitMal  of  the  Hawaiian  Kiiifi^doni  shall  have  authority  to 
jointly  make  siieh  further  re<iulat  ions  of  order  and  detail  as  maybe 
found  necessary  to  carry  out  the  present  convention  from  time  to  time; 
aiul  may  by  aj^reement  i)rescribe  conditions  for  the  admission  to  the 
mails  of  any  of  the  articles  prohibited  by  Article  ii  of  this  convention 

Article  XIV. 

Tliis  Convention  shall  be  ratified  by  the  contraetingf  countries  in 
accordance  with  their  respective  laws,  and  its  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
(dianjT^ed  at  the  City  of  \Vashin«;ton  as  early  as  possible.  Once  ratified, 
and  its  ratifications  exchanged,  it  shall  take  etiect,  and  operations 
thereunder  shall  begin  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1880,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  fi)rce  until  terminated  by  mutual  agreement,  but  may  be 
annulled  at  the  desire  of  either  Department  upon  six  months  previous 
notice  given  to  the  other. 

Done  in  duplicate,  and  signed  at  Washington  the  19th  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  eiglity-eight. 

[SEAL.]  Don  M.  Dickinson, 

Postmaster- General  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

[SEAL.]  H.  A.  r.  Carter, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Uaicaiian  Kingdom, 

The  foregoing  Parcels  Post  Convention  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  has  been  negotiated  and 
concluded  w^ith  my  advice  and  consent,  and  is  hereby  approved  and 
ratified. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

[SEAL.]  Geover  Cleveland. 

J3y  the  President: 

T.  F.  Bayard, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  29, 1889. 

The  foregoing  Parcels  Post  Convention  between  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of  America  has  been  negotiated  and 
concluded  with  my  advice  and  consent,  and  is  hereby  approved  and 
ratified. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom  to  be  hereunto  attixed. 

[SEAL.]  KALAKAUA,  KEX. 

by  the  King: 

JoNA.  Austin, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Honolulu,  January  10,  1889, 
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Parcel  post. 
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A  parcel  addressed  as  under  has  been  posted  here  this  day. 

Office 
stamp. 

Tliis  certificate  is  siven  to  inform  the  sender  of  the  postiujr  of  a  parcel,  and  does  not  indicate 
that  any  liability  in  respect  of  such  parcel  attaches  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

Date. 
Stamp. 


Form  No.  2. 
Parcel  post  between  the  United  States  and  Hawaii. 

FOEM  OF  CUSTOMS  DECLARATION. 


Place  to  which 
the  parcel  is 
addressed. 


Description  of 
parcel:  [State 
wliether  box, 
basket,  bag, 
etc.] 

Contents. 

Value. 

Per  cent. 

Total 
customs 
charges. 

Total. 

$ 

$ 

1 

$ 

Date  of  posting ,  18..;  signature  and  addross  of  sender  <  * 

{'^"For  use  of  post-oflice  only,  and  to  bo  fillod  up  at  tlu<  ottico  of  «»xchHngo. 
Parcel  I3ill  No... ;  Ko.  of  rates  prepaid ;  Entry  No 
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Foiuki  No.  3. 


Dato    stamp    of 
th»^  ITiilttMl 

otlico. 


Parct'h  from  the  Vnitcd  Statin  for  Hawaii. 


Parcel  Bill  No dated 18..;  hy'S.  S.. 


Dato    Htninp    of 

till'  llawaiiiui 

poHt  oltic«. 


Origin  of  parcel. 


Name  of  addrcs.set' 


Address  of  parcel. 


When  more  than  one  sheet  ih  required  for  the  entry  of  the  parcels  sent  by  the  mail,  it  will  be 
.sufliiicnt  if  the  nndf-nncntioned  piirticiihirs  arc  entered  on  the  laHt  sheet  of  tlio  parcel  bill. 

*Total  number  ol  panels  se:it  \>y  the  mail        *  Total  wei;i;lit  of  mail 

to  Hawaii 

*  Number    of    lioxes    or    other    recepta(;le.s        *  Deduct  weijiht  of  receptacles 

forming  the  mail 

Signature  ofdispatchiimoflicer  at  the  United  Net  weight  of  ])arcel.s 

States  post-oflice 

Signature  of  jeeeiviiig  ofHc«'r  at  liauaiiau  poHt-olhec. 


Mr.  Merrill  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

No.  2.")5.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jlonolulii^  All  gust  i,  1889, 

SfK:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  very  full  aeconiit,  from  the 
''Bullt'tiii"  of  Honolulu,  of  an  attempt  made  on  the  .'30th  ultimo,  by 
about  100  half-castes  and  natives,  under  tlie  leadership  of  Kobert  VV. 
Wilcox  and  Kobert  Boyd,  two  half  caste  Uawaiians,  to  overtlirow  the 
present  Government  of  Hawaii  and  depose  the  King. 

This  is  supposed  to  be  their  purpose,  although  their  exact  intention 
is  not  yet  fully  known. 

About  6  o'clock  a.  m.  a  message  from  the  King  informed  me  that  au 
armed  party,  led   by  Mr.  Wilcox,    was  in  possession  of  the  palace 
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grounds,  and  soon  thereafter  it  was  learned  that  insurgents  were  in 
charge  of  the  buikling  containing  the  Government  offices. 

As  soon  as  possible  I  had  communication  with  Commander  Wood- 
ward of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Adams,  and  at  once  all  necessary  preparations 
were  made  to  land  a  force,  if  found  necessary  for  protection  of  the 
people  and-property  interests. 

Soon  thereafter  I  met  His  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who 
informed  me  that  a  cabinet  council  would  be  held  forthwith. 

Soon  after  the  news  of  the  affair  became  generally  known,  the  British, 
Portuguese,  and  French  commissioners  called  at  the  legation,  and  while 
comparing  information  regarding  the  situation,  Mr.  Damon,  the  newly 
appointed  minister  of  finance,  arrived  and  stated  that  it  was  the  de- 
sire of  His  Majesty's  ministers  to  meet  the  foreign  representatives  at 
once.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  comply  with  this  request  without 
delay.  On  meeting  the  ministers  they  stated  that  they  desired  to  fully 
inform  us  of  their  contemplated  action  in  the  present  emergency,  and 
that  they  had  determined  to  occupy  the  tops  of  the  buildings  command- 
ing a  view  of  the  palace  grounds,  with  sharpshooters,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  use  of  the  cannon  which  were  known  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  insurgents  inside  the  walls  inclosing  the  palace  grounds, 
gradually  surround  and  finally  dislodge  them  with  other  forces. 

After  learning  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  operate  at  once 
with  an  armed  force,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Damon,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  cabinet  who  speaks  the  native  language,  endeavor- 
ing to  communicate  with  Mr.  Wilcox,  the  leader  of  the  insurgents, 
and  "ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  his  action  and  what  his  demands 
were,  if  any ;  then  if  Mr.  Damon  failed,  that  the  representatives  of  for- 
eign powers  endeavor  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Wilcox,  and  by  their 
good  offices  effect  a  peaceful  settlement  if  possible. 
.  This  was  cordially  agreed  to  by  all  and  the  representatives  withdrew 
with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Damon  would  inform  us  of  the  result 
of  his  mission.  In  about  one-half  hour  Mr.  Damon  reported  to  me  at 
the  legation  that  Mr.  Wilcox  refused  to  receive  any  comnumicatiou 
from  liim  whatever,  and  tliat  while  he  was  seeking  to  communicate  with 
him  firing  commenced ;  he  deemed  it  not  only  imprudent,  but  suicidal 
for  anyone  to  attempt  to  approach  the  palace  grounds  on  a  peace 
mission. 

At  this  juncture,  as  the  report  of  small  arms  and  cannon  came  from 
the  pahice  grounds  and  immediate  vicinity  quite  rapidly,  and  as  many 
with  alarm  were  coming  to  the  legation,  I  at  once  requested  Com- 
mander Woodward  to  send  to  the  legation  a  body  of  marines,  which 
recjuest  he  piomptly  complied  with. 

The  appearance  of  the  marines  on  the  streets  and  at  the  legation 
had  a  very  favorable  effect  on  the  poi)nlace.  Soon  the  report  of  the 
large  guns  ceased  by  reason  of  the  inability  of  the  insurgents  to  oper- 
ate them  in  the  presence  of  the  fire  of  tlie  sliarpsliooters  on  the  tops 
of  the,  surrounding  buildings. 

The  ^'bungalow"  mentioned  in  the  m^wsijaper  account  and  into  which 
the  insurgents  retreated  is  a  frame  buihling  situated  in  the  corner  of 
the  pahu^e  grounds  sometimes  used  by  the  King  as  a  dwelling  and  for 
oilictes. 

The  [)alace  sfpiare  comprises  about  4  acres,  situate  two  l)h)cks 
from  the  central  business  part  of  the  city,  and  is  entirely  inclosed  by 
a  concrete  wall  about  S  jl'(>t  high,  wiiile  tlie  King's  i>aia\'e  is  situated 
in  the  center  of  the  square. 
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In  the  at'teiuooii,  and  as  soon  as  1  asccrtaincMl  IVoni  ono  of  the  cabinet 
ministers  tliat  an  attempt  wonld  be  made  to  dislodfr(^  the  insurgents 
from  tlie  ''bun<,^ih»w"  before  dark  by  the  use  of  dynamite,  and  as  there 
were  large  crowds  of  peoi)lc  congregatrd  on  the  streets,  1  deemed  it 
advisable  to  ask  for  the  landing  of  the  remainder  of  the  forces  from  the 
Adams  before  dark  as  a  preciuitionary  measnre  in  the  evcfiit  any  as- 
sistance to  preserve  order  might  be  recpiired,  and  to  be  immediately 
available  in  the  event  a  conflagration  should  stait.  In  this  matter 
Commander  Woodward  fully  agreed,  and  by  permission  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  the  forces  landed  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  Early  the 
following  morning  all  the  men  belonging  to  the  Adams  returned  to  the 
ship. 

The  members  of  the  cabinet  and  many  prominent  residents  expressed 
much  commendation  of  the  prompt  landing  of  the  men,  and  remarked 
upon  the  very  salutary  eftect  their  presence  seemed  to  have  among  the 
people  on  the  streets. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Adams  was  the  only  naval  vessel  in  port.  The  British 
ship  Espiegle  recently  left  under  sealed  orders  on  a  cruise  south. 

This  disturbance  at  this  time  was  wholly  unexpected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment officials  as  well  as  nearly  every  i)ermanent  resident. 

Although  for  several  weeks  it  was  known  that  Wilcox  was  endeav- 
oring to  draw  around  him  as  many  disappointed  native  political  aspi- 
rants as  ])ossible,  yet  it  was  recently  ascertained  on  what  seemed  very 
reliable  authority  that  no  overt  acts  would  be  committed  i)rior  to  the 
next  general  election  in  February,  when  it  was  thought  the  present 
ministers  would  be  defeated  at  the  polls. 

However,  the  success  of  the  Government  in  subduing  the  insurgents, 
it  is  thought,  will  draw  some  to  its  support,  and  the  general  feeling  is 
that  the  Government  will  be  strengthened  by  the  result  of  the  conflict. 

Immediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  insurgents  the  city  was  quiet 
and  still  remains  so,  while  business  is  being  transacted  as  usual.  As 
to  the  exact  number  of  the  insurgents  it  is  difficult  now  to  determine, 
as  some  deserted  in  theearly  morning.  About  80  prisoners  were  secured. 
No  serious  casualties  occurred  except  to  the  insurgents. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  promptly  informeil  of  the  principal  facts  a 
week  in  advance  of  the  regular  mail,  I  will  forward  by  the  steamer 
leaving  here  to-morrow  a  telegram,  to  be  wired  from  San  Francisco,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

On  July  30  nnsuccessfiil  attempt  by  about  one  buudreil  half-castes  and  natives 
to  overthrow  Government  and  depose  King.  Insurrection  snppressed  by  Hawaiian 
Government  without  foreign  aid.  Six  insurgents  killed,  12  wounded.  Order  re- 
stored same  day.  Men  from  U.  S.  S.  Adams  landed  by  permission,  to  protect  lives 
and  property  if  found  necessary ;    afterwards  returned  to  ship. 

Before  sealing  this  dispatch  I  shall  inclose  clippings  from  news- 
papers giving  latest  intelligence,  but  will  be  unable  to  properly  paste 
and  arrange  them. 
Trusting  my  action  may  merit  the  api)roval  of  the  Department, 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Geo.  W.  Meeeill. 
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Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr,  Blaine, 

No.  46.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu^  February  8,  1892, 

Sir:  The  semiannual  election  of  members  of  the  Hawaiian  legisla- 
ture took  place  February  3,  after  several  weeks  of  exciting  canvass. 
The  principal  issue  on  the  part  of  the  business  men  and  more  conserva- 
tive and  responsible  citizens  was  in  respect  of  treaty  relations  with 
the  United  States.  These  supporters  of  the  proposed  new  treaty  which 
they  believe  has  been  negotiated  at  Washington  had  the  approval  of 
the  principal  Government  officials,  though  the  cabinet  is  far  from  being 
vigorous  and  influential.  The  opposition,  or  Liberals,  as  they  term 
themselves,  composed  mostly  of  the  irresponsible  white  voters,  half- 
castes,  and  of  a  large  majority  of  the  native  Hawaiians,  pushed  their 
canvass  on  three  lines — a  new  constitution,  opposition  to  the  present 
cabinet,  and  hostility  to  the  proposed  treaty,  though  it  finally  hedged 
and  disclaimed  more  or  less  in  regard  to  the  last. 

These  so-called  Liberals  were  led  by  Wilcox,  the  half-caste  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  revolutionary  outbreak  in  July,  1887^  and  by  C.  W. 
Ashford,  the  Canadian  member  of  the  cabinet,  who  betrayed  and  de- 
serted his  associates  when  Minister  Carter  was  trying  to  negotiate  a 
new  treaty  in  1889.  This  Ashford  has  some  ability,  any  amount  of 
audacity,  and  is  utterly  without  scruples,  and  has  done  his  utmost  to 
influence  the  prejudices  and  passions  of  the  native  Hawaiians.  Both 
he  and  Wilcox  secured  their-  election  as  representatives  from  this 
island.  The  legislature  is  composed  of  48  members,  one-half  being 
nobles  elected  by  property  holding  or  income  voters.  The  Conserva- 
tives and  friends  of  the  treaty  have  secured  most  all  of  the  nobles  and 
enough  of  the  representatives  to  give  them  a  decisive  majority,  suf- 
ficient, it  is  thought,  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  treaty,  even  with  the 
Pearl  Harbor  grant  in  perpetuity.  Not  improbably  there  may  be  a 
change  of  cabinet  when  the  legislature  assembles  in  May. 

There  are  increasing  indications  that  the  annexation  sentiment  is 
growing  among  the  business  men  as  well  as  with  the  less  responsible 
of  the  foreign  and  native  population  of  the  islands.  The  present  polit- 
ical situation  is  feverish,  and  I  see  no  prospect  of  its  being  perma- 
nently otherwise  until  these  islands  become  a  part  of  the  American 
Union  or  a  possession  of  Great  Britain.  The  intelligent  and  responsi- 
ble men  here,  unaided  by  outside  support,  are  too  few  in  numbers  to 
control  in  political  affairs  and  to  secure  good  government.  There  are 
indications  that  even  the  "Liberals,"  just  beateu  at  the  election,  though 
composed  of  a  majority  of  the  popular  vote,  arc  about  to  declare  for 
annexation,  at  least  their  leaders,  their  chief  newspaper  having  already 
published  editorials  to  this  eflect.  At  a  future  time,  after  the  proposed 
treaty  shall  have  been  ratified,  I  shall  deem  it  my  official  duty  to  give 
a  more  elaborate  statement  of  facts  and  reasons  why  a  "new  depar- 
ture" by  the  United  States  as  to  Hawaii  is  ra])idly  becoming  a  neces- 
sity, that  a  "protectorate"  is  impracticable,  and  that  annexation  must 
be  the  future  remedy,  or  else  Great  Britain  will  be  furnished  with  cir- 
cumstances and  opportunity  to  get  a  hold  on  these  islands  which  will 
cause  future  serious  embarrassment  to  the  United  States. 

At  this  time  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  ])rospect  of  its  being 
safe  to  have  the  harbor  of  Honolulu  left  without  an  American  vessel  of 
war.  Last  week  a  British  gunboat  arrived  here,  and  it  is  said  will  re- 
main here  for  an  indefinite  period. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  John  L.  Stevens. 

S.  Ex.  77 12 
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Mr.  Stcvv7Uf  to  Mr.  Blaine. 

No.  48.]  United  States  Legation, 

JlonohdUj  March  8,  1802, 

Sir:  111  view  of  possible  contingencies  in  these  islands,  I  ask  for  the 
iDstructioiis  of  tlie  Department  of  State  on  the  foIh)winj^,  viz: 

If  the  (Government  here  should  be  surprised  aii<l  overturned  by  an 
orderly  and  i)eaeet'ul  revolutionary  movement,  Iar;;ely  of  native  Ila- 
waiians  and  a  j)ro\  isional  or  republican  ••overninent  organized  and 
proclaimed,  wouhl  the  United  States  minister  and  naval  commander 
here  be  justitied  in  respcmding  aftirmatively  to  the  call  of  the  members  of 
the  removed  Government  to  restore  them  to  power  or  rejdace  them  in 
possession  of  the  Government  buildin^^s'^  Or  should  the  ('nit<'d  States 
minister  and  naval  commander  contine  themselves  exclusively  to  the 
preservation  of  American  property,  the  jn'otection  of  American  citi- 
zens, and  the  prevention  of  anarchy?  Should  a  revolutionary  attemi)t 
of  the  character  indicated  be  made,  there  are  strong  reasons  to  pre- 
sume that  it  would  begin  with  the  seizure  of  the  police  station,  with 
its  arms  and  ammunition,  and  this  accomplislied,  the  JJoyal  Palace  and 
the  Government  building,  containing  the  cabinet  ottices  and  archives, 
would  very  soon  be  captured,  the  latter  building  being  situated  about 
one-third  of  a  mile  from  the  police  station.  In  such  contingencies 
would  it  be  justifiable  to  use  the  United  States  forces  here  to  restore 
the  Government  buildings  to  the  possession  of  the  displaced  oflicials? 
Ordinarily  in  like  circumstances  the  rule  seems  to  be  to  limit  the  land- 
ing and  movement  of  the  United  States  force  in  foreign  waters  and 
dominion  exclusively  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  legation, 
and  of  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens.  But  as  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  to  Hawaii  are  exceptional,  and  in  former 
years  the  United  States  officials  here  took  somewhat  exceptional  action 
in  circumstances  of  disorder,  1  desire  to  know  how  iar  tlie  present  min- 
ister and  naval  commander  may  deviate  from  esta))lished  international 
rules  and  precedents  in  the  contingencies  indicated  in  the  first  part  ot 
this  dispatch. 

I  have  information  which  I  deem  reliable  that  there  is  an  organized  rev- 
olutionary ])arty  on  tlie  islands,  coini)()sed  largely  of  native  Ilawaiians  and 
a  considerable  number  of  whites  and  ha/?  whites,  led  chiefiy  by  individu- 
als of  the  latter  two  classes.  This  party  is  hostile  to  the  Queen  and  to  her 
chief  confidants,  especially  opi)Osed  to  the  coming  to  the  throne  of  the 
half-English  heir  apparent,  now  being  educated  in  England,  and  means 
to  gain  its  object  either  by  forcing  the  Queen  to  select  her  cabinet  from 
its  own  members,  or  else  to  overtlirow  the  monarchy  and  establish  a 
republic  with  the  ultimate  view  of  annexation  to  the  United  States  of 
the  whole  islands.  A  portion  of  this  party  mean  only  the  former,  and 
the  other  portion  intend  the  latter.  Eailing  to  accomplish  the  former, 
the  most  of  the  party  would  seek  the  latter  alternative.  I  have  little 
doubt  the  revolutionary  attempt  would  have  been  made  ere  this  but 
for  the  presence  here  of  the  United  States  sliip  of-war.  1  still  incline 
to  the  opinion  that  the  revolutionary  attemx)t  will  not  be  made  so  long 
as  there  is  a  United  States  Ibrce  in  tlie  harbor  of  Honolulu,  but  it 
would  be  rash  to  assume  or  assert  this  positively.  Therefore  I  deem  it  my 
oflBcial  duty  to  ask  for  instructions  in  view  of  possible  contingencies. 

I  may  add   that  the  annexation  sentiment  is  increasing,  quite  as 
much  among  the  white  residents  and  native  Hawaiians,  and  other 
workingmen  who  own  no  sugar  stock,  as  with  the  sugar  planters. 
1  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  S.  Stevens. 
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Admiral  Brown  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 

Copy  No.  275.J      Cnited  States  Cruiser  San  Francisco, 

Flagship  of  the  Pacific  Stat  ion, 

San  Francisco^  Cal.,  September  6",  1892, 
Hoii.  Secretary  of  the  Kavy, 

J^avy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir:  At  the  time  this  ship  sailed  from  Honolulu,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
everything  was  extremely  quiet. 

There  is  a  strong  sentiment  existing  in  Hawaii,  among  the  native 
Hawaiians  as  well  as  among  the  Americans  and  Germans,  in  favor  of 
a  cliange  in  the  form  of  government,  looking  toward  the  ultimate  an- 
nexation of  the  islands  to  the  United  States. 

This  subject  of  annexation  has  been  freely  discussed  by  individuals 
for  a  long  time,  but  until  very  recently  there  has  been  no  combined 
concert  of  action.  There  now  exists  in  Honolulu  an  organization  com- 
prising the  most  prominent  annexationists,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
formulation  of  some  plan  by  which  a  change  of  government  can  be 
affected  quietly,  and  with  the  consent  and  cooperation  of  the  Queen 
and  the  members  of  her  cabinet  and  staff. 

It  is  thought  that  the  Queen  will  consent  to  abdicate  in  favor  of  a 
republican  form  of  government  if  she  can  be  assured  that  a  suitable 
provision  will  be  made  for  her  in  the  way  of  a  permanent  pecuniary 
settlement. 

The  organization  I  refer  to  will  not  countenance  anything  of  a  revo- 
lutionary character  in  the  way  of  force,  but  expects  to  be  aided  by  the 
majority  of  the  Hawaiians  who  now  favor  annexation  without  having 
any  ideas  of  how  such  an  event  can  be  reached. 

A  change  in  the  present  cabinet  will  certainly  be  made  before  the 
present  legislature  adjourns.  There  is  trouble  in  obtaining  a  new  cabi- 
net, because  the  reform  parties  can  not  agree  on  the  men  to  go  into  the 
different  positions.  The  liberal  party  is  in  the  majority,  and  will  not  be 
allowed  to  have  any  voice  in  the  question  of  the  new  ministry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Brown, 
Rear -Admiral  TJ.  S.  Xavy, 
Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  ForcCy  Facijic  Station, 


Mr,  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster. 

rConfidential.] 

No.  65.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  September  U,  1S92, 
Sir:  In  my  dispatch.  No.  64,  of  September  9,  I  expressed  the  hope 
that  I  would  be  able  to  send  the  information  by  this  mail  tliat  a  new 
Hawaiian  cabinet  had  been  formed  to  take  the  place  of  tlie  one  so  em- 
])hatically  voted  out  by  the  legislature,  but  tlie  deacUock  between  the 
Queen  and  tlie  legislature  continues.  She  lias  announced  a  new  cabi- 
net, but  it  is  so  unsatisfactory  to  the  legislativi^  majority  and  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  islands  that  it  will  undonbtedly  be  rejected  to-day; 
but  the  vote  will  not  be  taken  in  time  to  send  the  inforniation  of  the 
fact  by  this  mail,  which  closes  at  U  a.  m.     The  Tahitian  half-caste  fa- 
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vorite  of  tlie  (^ucon,  tlie  marshal  of  tlie  little  kin<,^doin,  and  his  l)aiid 
of  advi'iitiiicrs,  still  doiiiiiiatc  tht'  i)ala('e  and  defy  tlie  n'S])onsihle  men 
of  the  legislature  and  the  islands.  An  associate  of  the  half  east(?  fa- 
vorite is  an  American  rene^^ade  by  the  name  of  Whaley,  a  disgraced 
and  expelled  San  Francisco  <iistom-houRe  otlicial,  now  at  the  head  of 
the  ''opium  rin^,"  and  one  of  the  supposed  owners  of  the  Ilalri/on^  the 
notorious  sniuo-^din«;  schooner  which  tlits  between  these  islaiuls  and 
Ihitish  Columbia.  This  man  VVhaley  has  more  brain  than  the  Tahitiau 
favorite. 

The  better  |>orti(m  of  the  English  residents  are  in  substantial  accord 
with  the  princi])al  Americans  in  support  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
chief  (lerman  commercial  houses  and  inlluential  (ierman  residents  are 
in  full  agreement  with  the  Americans j  but  more  or  less  of  the  English 
are  so  jealous  of  the  strong  American  sentiment  in  the  legislature  that 
they  sui)port  the  (^ueeii  and  the  Tahitian  favorite  openly  or  covertly. 
The  native  Hawaiians,  composing  half  of  the  legislature,  are  about 
('(pially  divided.  The  unscrupulous  adventurers  of  diflerent  nationali- 
ties—Americans, English,  and  Germans,  without  character,  and  most 
of  them  without  jiroperty — are  with  the  half-caste  Tahitian  favorite 
and  the  Queen.  A  majority  of  the  legislature  and  the  best  citizens  of 
the  islands  are  exercising  remarkable  forbearance  and  self-control. 

It  is  proper  for  rae  to  say  that  just  at  this  time  Mr.  Mott  Smith,  the 
])resent  minister  at  Washingtcm,  is  likely  to  be  misinformed  as  to  the 
real  condition  of  things,  for  the  rejected  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  a 
native  Hawaiian,  of  the  Queen's  supi)orters,  still  occupies  the  foreign 
olhce,  and  the  American  deputy  would  hardly  dare  to  send  any  ad- 
vices to  Minister  Smith  not  indorsed  by  the  acting  head  of  the  de- 
partment. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Boston  is  in  the  harbor,  and  Capt.  Wiltse  will  cooperate 
with  me  in  exercising  careful  circumspection.    In  about  twelve  days 
from  this  I  can  send  another  dispatch. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  L.  Stevens. 


Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Boston  (Second  Rate), 
Honolulu.,  Hawaiian  Islands^  October  12,  1892, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 

Navy  Department.,  Washington,  I).  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  14th  of  September  the 
introduction  in  the  Hawaiian  legislature  of  a  want  of  confidence  res- 
olution in  the  new  ministry  resulted  in  a  vote  of  24  to  21  in  favor  of 
the  resolution. 

The  opposition  claimed  that  the  resolution  had  passed,  but  the  min- 
istry declared  it  required  a  vote  of  2.5  to  pass,  and  the  chair  sustained 
them.  As  the  question  hinged  on  an  interpretation  of  the  constitution, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  tlie  supreme  court,  which  decided  in  favor 
of  the  ministry. 

On  October  4  an  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacant  seats  of  two 
members.  The  ministerial  party  raised  the  cry  of  an ti- annexation  and 
were  ardently  supported  by  the  British  and  other  foreigners.  Un- 
warranted, attacks  were  made  (in  my  opinion  for  political  purposes)  up- 
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on  the  United  States  representatives  by  anonymous  writers  in  the 
official  organ  of  the  Government.  The  election  resulted  in  a  victory 
for  the  ministry. 

The  British  representatives  manifest  the  most  unusual  interest,  pub- 
licly, in  all  political  proceedings.  The  action  of  the  ministry,  with 
possibly  one  exception,  and  of  the  English  element,  is  plainly  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  large  and  gTowing  sentiment,  particularly  among  the 
planters,  in  favor  of  annexation  to  the  United  States,  but  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  leaders  do  not  think  an  opportune  moment  ^ill  arrive 
for  some  time  to  come.  However,  everything  seems  to  point  toward 
an  eventual  request  for  annexation. 

The  political  situation  at  present  is  more  quiet  and  will  probably  re- 
main so  until  another  resolution  of  want  of  confidence  is  passed,  which 
is  not  likely  in  the  immediate  future. 

The  financial  question  is  the  most  important  question  to  be  met  by 
the  ministry. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  C.  WiLTSE, 

Captain^  Commanding, 


Capt.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avy, 

U.  S.  S.  Boston  (Second  Rate), 
Honolulu^  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  20,  1892. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  my  last  letter,  on  Monday, 
October  17,  a  want  of  confidence  resolution  was  unexpectedly  intro- 
du(;ed  and  passed  by  a  vote  of  31  to  15,  forcing  the  ministry  to  resign. 
The  ])olitical  situation  is  still  unsettled. 

It  is  thought  that  the  names  of  the  new  cabinet  will  be  sent  to  the 
legislature  by  Monday  next,  October  24.  If  the  new  ministry  is  ac- 
ceptable to  the  majority,  legislation  will  be  resumed  and  affairs  become 
more  settled.  If,  however,  the  Queen  persists  in  consulting  only  her 
own  inclination,  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  opposition,  which  is  a 
large  majority,  it  is  difficult  to  ])redict  what  will  be  the  outcome. 

I  inclose  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings,  etc.,  when 
the  want  of  confidence  resolution  was  introduced. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  C.  Wiltse, 
Captain,  Commanding, 


Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

[Cuufideutiul.] 

No.  72.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  October  31,  1S92, 

Sir:  In  disi)jitch  71  of  October  li)  I  gave  aci'ount  of  the  rejection 

of  the  new  cabinet  ai)i)ointed  by  the  (^^necn  in  dehaiice  of  a  previously 

exi)r('ssed    majority   of    the    legislature.      Tlu*    deadlock     continues. 

Though  two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  decisive  action  of  the  legis- 
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hiliin' in>  iniiiist(Ms  liavr  Ihmmi  <l<*si^nate(l  t»  lill  tlio  vacancios.  The 
Taliitiaii  I'avoritc  ami  tlio  (^uimmi  still  ivfiisc  to  take  the  Iefi:islative 
iiiajoiity  and  tlu*  leailinj;  l)usiue.s.s  men  of  th(^  ishiiids  into  their  confi. 
(leiKT.  Tlu*  ])ala('e  is  still  thnm^^i'd  and  sumouiuUmI  by  the  worst 
ek'incnts,  and  the  responsiljle  citi/ciis  Irci  that  (iiey  are  not  wdeonHMl 
as  advisors.  'J'he  Queen  and  the  Tahitian  have  made  several  new 
ministeiial  slates  with  one  responsible  man  and  three  of  the  other  kind; 
but  no  resi)onsible  man,  so  far,  can  be  found  who  will  fjo  into  the 
cabinet  with  the  three  whom  only  a  minority  of  the  ]eg:islature  will 
a(t*e])t. 

Thus  there  is  here,  on  a  small  scale,  the  old  historic  issue  between 
autocracy  and  parliamentary  resj)onsibility.  The  forei^^n  adventurers 
and  rene<>ades  stand  by  the  Tahitian  favorite  because  he  is  the  instru- 
ment which  they  can  use,  and  he  a^lheres  to  them  because  he  needs 
their  sup])ort.  In  the  meantime  the  le^iislature  is  unable  to  do  busi- 
ness and  lias  ])een  in  session  only  a  few  houis  for  several  weeks.  If 
that  body  holds  tirm,  the  Queen  will  have  to  yield,  and  a  responsible 
minority  would  probably  be  the  result.  The  ultra- Kn<^lish  intiuence  is 
strongly  with  the  half-English  Tahitian  favorite  and  the  Queen,  for  the 
one  reason  only,  that  the  success  of  the  legislative  majority  would  be 
the  appointment  of  a  cabinet  strongly  American  in  sympathy  and  i)ur- 
l)0se.  There  are  strong  reasons  for  the  belief  that  were  it  not  for  the 
presence  of  the  American  naval  force  in  the  harbor  the  Tahitian  mar- 
shal and  his  gang  would  induce  the  Queen  to  attempt  a  coup  d'etat  by 
proclaiming  a  new  constitution,  taking  from  the  legislature  the  power 
to  reject  ministerial  api)ointments. 

The  recent  arrival  here  froin  I^^ngland  of  T.  U.  Davies,  the  head  of  a 
strong  English  house  in  Honolulu,  formerly  a  resident  liere  for  many 
years,  has  served  to  intensify  the  ultra-English  feeling  and  to  strengthen 
the  American  sentiment.  This  T.  U.  Davies  having  made  himself  ri(;h 
under  the  sugar  provisions  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  now  resides  in 
England  and  has  a  kind  of  supervisory  care  of  the  half-white  Hawaiian 
crown  princess,  for  several  years  and  still  at  school  in  England.  When 
a  resident  here  at  the  time  the  Pearl  Harbor  provision  was  j)ending, 
Davies  strongly  opposed  that  provision.  He  comes  now  with  revived 
zeal  against  the  Pearl  Harbor  concession.  It  is  not  thought  that  he 
has  any  encouragement  to  this  course  from  the  home  Government  of 
England,  but  that  his  course  is  his  own,  and  that  his  zeal  is  increased  by 
the  Canadian  i*acitic  Railroad  managers,  of  whom  Davies  is  the  agent. 
The  desperate  efforts  of  that  road  to  save  itself  embrace  the  scheme  of 
a  cable,  and  Pacific  steamer  lines  to  Australia  and  China,  including  the 
design  of  antagonizing  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  these 
islands.  This  involves  the  plan  of  controlling  the  Hawaiian  monarchy 
through  the  present  Queen  and  her  favorite,  and  esi)ecially  by  the  hav- 
ing in  hand  the  crown  princess,  the  general  belief  being  that  the 
present  Queen  will  not  live  many  years.  Davies,  who  has  this  super- 
vising care  of  the  crown  jnincess  in  England,  is  a  tory.  Of  course 
these  facts,  so  apparent  to  intelligent  observers  here,  are  telling  on  all 
friends  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  of  the  two  principal  English  commercial  houses  here, 
older  and  nearly  as  wealthy  as  those  of  Davies  &  Co.,  is  thoroughly 
Americanized  and  stands  firmly  against  the  efforts  of  T.  H.  Davies, 
and  is  for  the  United  States  on  every  issue.  This  house  owns  several 
hundreds  of  thousands  (of  dollars  w^orth  ?)  of  property  in  Iowa  and 
California,  its  head  being  father-in-law  of  Gen.  Dimond,  the  head  of 
the  United  States  mint  in  San  Francisco. 
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Perhaps  it  is  well  to  state  that  it  is  the  rumor  here  that  the  last  re- 
jected cabinet,  only  holding  their  i)laces  until  others  are  appointed, 
liave  sent  a  dispatch  to  Washington  asking  the  recall  of  Consul  Gen- 
eral Severance.  I  do  not  credit  this  rumor.  But  influential  parties 
have  called  at  this  legation  who  say  that  if  any  such  step  has  been 
taken  by  this  rejected  cabinet,  the  American  merchants  and  business 
men,  as  well  as  other  leading  citizens,  will  send  a  strong  memorial  to 
the  Dei^artment  of  State  against  any  such  action  of  a  dead  ministry. 
I  have  not  encouraged  any  such  action  in  our  behalf,  believing  it  to  be 
unnecessary.  So  far  I  am  supported  here  by  all  the  responsible  Amer- 
icans and  others  to  a  degTee  more  than  I  had  the  right  to  expect.  This 
so  much  the  more  impresses  on  me  the  necessity  of  prudence  as  well 
as  of  firmness.  To  keep  the  Department  of  State  well  informed  as  to 
affairs  here,  I  deem  it  well  to  give  these  particulars. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  L.  Stevens. 


[Later.] 


KOVEMBEE   1,  1892. 

^ames  of  the  new  cabinet  sent  to  the  legislature  this  morning. 
Eesolution  of  "want  of  confidence"  passed  in  one  house,  and  thirty 
minutes  after  the  names  of  the  new  ministry  were  read,  and  only  13 
votes  out  of  48  members  of  whom  the  legislature  is  composed  were  in 
their  favor.  The  strongest  objections  are  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  and  to  the  minister  of  finance — Joseph  Mamohi  and  William  H. 
Cornwell — botli  of  them  unqualified  and  very  unacceptable  to  the  more 
responsible  men  of  all  nationalities.  As  they  will  assume  to  hold  their 
places  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  appointed,  they  may  at- 
tempt to  do  some  strange  things.  As  Cornwell,  for  some  reason,  is 
hostile  to  the  American  minister  and  to  the  consul-general,  would  not 
be  surprised  should  he  induce  his  associates  to  ask  for  our  recall. 
Possibly  they  may  hold  their  places  one  week,  as  the  legislature  has 
adjourned  for  six  days  to  allow  the  Queen  time  to  select  their  suc- 
cessors. 

John  L.  Stevens. 


Copf.  Wiltse  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Boston  (second  kate), 
JlonolulVy  Hawaiian  Islands,  Xovemher  i,  1S9J2. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  department,  Washhif/ton^  J).  C: 
Sir:  Kespecting  the  state  of  political  all'airs  in  tlio  Hawaiian  King- 
dom, I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat,  after  much  delay,  a  cabinet  was 
sent  to  the  legislature  to-day  and  was  immediately  voted  out  bv  a  vote 
of  2G  to  13. 

The  legislature  then  adjourned  until  November  7,  having  yesterday 
refused  to  ])ass  api)roprijition  bills  I'or  the  iimuing  expenses  of  tlieCiov- 
erument.     Meanwliile  the  sahiries  of  ;ill  oni<'i:ils  mc  o\«m<1iii'  mikI  must 
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leiiiain  unpaid  until  the  lej^islature  appropriates  the  money  according 
to  law. 

The  Queen  i^ersists  in  refusing  to  appoint  a  cabinet  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  the  majority,  and  it  is  i)Ossible  that  her  obstinacy 
ma}^  precipitate  a  crisis. 
Very  resi)ecttullv, 

G.  O.  WiLTSE, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S,  tS.  Boston. 


Capt.  Wiltsc  to  the  Secretary  0/  the  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Boston  (second  kate), 
Jlonolnhi,  Haicaiian  Islands,  November  9,  1892, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 

Xavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  the  danger  of  a  i>olitical  crisis 
in  tlie  Hawaiian  Kin<idom  seems  to  have  i)assed. 

The  Queen  has  appointed  a  cabinet,  after  much  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear,  that  is  strong  linancially  and  favorable  to  American 
interests.  The  new  ministry  will  probably  be  supported  by  the  legis- 
lature, altliougli  much  opposition  has  been  aroused  among  the  native 
members  because  they  are  not  represented.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if 
the  natives  can  secure  enough  votes  to  vote  the  cabinet  out,  though 
tliey  would  do  so  if  possible. 

I  am  informed,  from  reliable  sources,  that  the  Queen  liad  been 
strongly  advised  to  dissolve  the  legislature  and  order  a  new  election, 
which  would  have  been  unconstitutional,  and  which  would  probably 
have  caused  a  revolution;  but  she  was  deterred  by  the  presence  of 
United  States  vessels  of  war. 

I  inclose  paper  containing  editorials  on  the  situation. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  C.  WiLTSE, 

Captain,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Boston. 


Mr.  Stevens  to  Mr.  Foster, 

[Confidential.] 

Xo.  74.]  United  States  Legation, 

Honolulu,  November  20,  1892. 
Sir  :  Fidelity  to  the  trust  imposed  on  me  by  the  President,  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  the  Senate,  requires  that  I  should  make  a  care- 
ful and  full  statement  of  the  llnancial,  agricultural,  social,  and  political 
condition  of  these  islands.  An  intelligent  and  impartial  examination 
of  the  facts  can  hardly  fail  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  relations 
and  policy  of  the  United  States  toward  Hawaii  will  soon  demand 
some  change,  if  not  the  adoption  of  decisive  measures,  with  the  aim 
to  secure  American  interests  and  future  supremacy  by  encouraging 
Hawaiian  development  and  aiding  to  promote  responsible  government 
in  these  islands.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  to  the  deep  in- 
terest and  the  settled  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  in  re- 
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spect  of  these  islands,  from  tlie  official  days  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  of  Daniel  Webster  to  the  present  time.  In  all  that  period,  we 
have  avowed  the  superiority  of  our  interests  to  those  of  all  other 
nations,  and  have  always  refused  to  embarrass  our  freedom  of  action 
by  any  alliance  or  arrangement  with  other  powers  as  to  the  ultimate 
possession  and  government  of  the  islands.  Before  stating  the  present 
political  condition  of  the  little  kingdom,  it  is  well  to  review  the  sub- 
stantial data  as  to  its  area,  its  resources,  its  financial  and  business 
condition,  its  capabilities  of  material  development,  its  population,  the 
status  of  its  landed  property,  its  government,  revenues,  and  expendi- 
tures, etc. 

PHYSICAL  DIMENSIONS. 

The  total  area  of  the  kingdom  is  about  6,000  square  miles.  Xot  in- 
cluding several  small  islands  of  little  importance,  the  chief  value  of  the 
land  area  is  in  the  six  islands  of  Oahu,  Kauai,  Maui,  Molokai,  Lanai, 
and  Hawaii,  the  last  named  being  nearly  the  size  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
gToup.  The  plains,  valleys,  and  lowlands  are  fertile,  while  the  high- 
lands are  adapted  to  the  raising  of  extensive  herds  of  cattle,  horses, 
and  sheep.  The  arable  lands  are  adai^ted  to  the  production  of  sugar, 
coffee,  rice,  bananas,  oranges,  lemons,  pineapples,  grapes  and  maize. 
Of  the  arable  lands  only  such  as  are  fitted  for  the  production  of  sugar 
and  rice  have  been  much  brought  into  use.  The  coffee  raised  is  of 
sui)erior  quality,  and  finds  ready  market  for  home  consumption  and  in 
San  Francisco.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  jjroduct  can  be  greatly 
extended.  This  opinion  is  sustained  by  the  examination  of  experts 
and  has  been  verified  by  successful  results  in  coffee-raising,  to  which 
there  is  now  heu)^x  vivon  special  attention. 

The  banana  culture  can  be  greatly  extended,  and  the  opportunities 
for  the  production  of  oranges  are  large  and  promising.  Eipening  at  a 
time  in  the  year  different  from  those  of  southern  California,  the 
Hawaiian  oranges  can  find  a  ready  nmrket  in  San  Francisco,  and  es- 
X)ecially  in  the  cities  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  where  the  islands 
procure  most  of  their  lumber  for  buildings  and  fences,  and  from  which 
they  procure  coal,  the  consumption  of  which  will  necessariljMucrease 
for  use  in  the  sugar  mills  and  the  supply  of  steamers.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  the  profits  of  sugar-raising  have  tended  to  divert  capital 
and  enterprise  almost  exclusively  to  the  cane  culture,  to  the  neglect  of 
the  other  industries  and  interests  of  the  islands.  Good  government 
and  the  building  of  necessary  roads  and  bridges,  the  Government  as- 
sum]ition  of  the  "crown  lands,"  and  the  conversitm  of  them  into  small 
hcMiiesteads  for  raising  the  crops  already  specified,  would  speedily 
stimulate  general  ])rosperity  and  increase  the  American  and  European 
families  and  freeholders,  and  aid  to  constitute  a  large  number  of  re- 
sponsible voters,  thus  giving  stability  to  legislation  and  government. 

There  are  nearly  900,000  acres  of  '^  crown  lands,"  and  these, 
in  the  main,  are  among  the  most  valuable  of  the  islands.  The  rent 
paid  for  them  goes  to  the  Sovereign,  and  the  amount  of  the  income 
received  is  no  doubt  much  less  than  it  would  be  if  these  lands  were 
owned  and  managed  by  private  indiN  iduals.  There  have  long  been 
more  or  less  abuses  in  tlie  leasing  of  these  lands,  and  it  is  well  under- 
stood that  the  leases  have  been  prolific  sources  of  political  favoritism 
and  corruption.  Well  handled  and  sold  at  fitting  o])portunities,  the 
])r()cee(ls  of  the  crown  lands  w<nil(l  pay  the  national  debt,  i)rovide  ade- 
quate i)eiisious  foi-  the  two  or  tliree  royalties,  in  cnse  monurrhy  shouhl 
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be  abolished,  and  yet  Icaxo  a  l)alaiHM'  of  considerable  amount  for  a  per- 
manent school  f u  n  (1 . 

COMMERCIAL  AM)   >.v\  AL    IMToiMANOE    OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

The  value  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States  for  commer- 
cial and  naval  i)urposes  has  been  well  und<*rstood  by  American  states- 
men for  more  than  half  a  ccMitury.  The  examinationof  the  Hawaiian  har- 
bors and  a  <*arelul  consideration  of  tlieircai)abi]ities  of  defense,  tw(Mity 
years  since,  l)y  (ien.  Sc(>tie](l  and  nasal  olliceis,  whose  opinions  are  on 
record  in  the  Washinj^ton  departments,  ])lainly  indicate  how  important 
these  islands  and  harbors  are  to  the  future  American  commerce  of  the 
Pacific.  Even  to  a  nonexpert  the  ^reat  value  and  the  easy  defensi- 
bility  of  the  harbors  of  Pearl  ('ity  and  of  Honolulu  are  unmistakably 
obvious.  Only  six  miles  tVom  each  other,  with  narrow  entrances  backed 
by  a  continuous  wall  of  mountains,  each  terminus  of  tliis  natural  bar- 
rier reaching:  to  the  sea,  at  relatively  small  expense  these  harbors  can  be 
impregnably  fortilied  aj^ainst  all  attack  by  sea  and  land.  Tlie  harbor 
of  Honolulu  can  now  be  entered  by  ships diawing 30  feet  of  water.  But 
Pearl  Harbor  is  larpjer  and  much  i)referable  for  naval  purposes.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  deepen  the  entrance  by  removing:  the  bar  of  coral 
formation.  This  coral  obstruction  can  be  removed  with  comparative 
eas<',  and  the  expense  would  not  be  large.  Opinions  of  jiractical  men 
here,  who  have  had  to  do  with  these  coral  formations,  as  well  as  my 
personal  observation,  s^o  to  show  how  readily  it  can  be  removed  by 
modern  explosives  and  the  improved  mechanical  agencies. 

With  a  large  island  between  it  and  the  sea,  a  capacious,  safe,  and 
beautiful  harbor  is  secured  for  American  commercial  and  military 
marine  just  where  the  future  greatness  and  the  necessities  of  the  United 
States  imperatively  require.  Oidy  those  who  have  carefully  examined 
the  vast  resources  of  tlie  American  Pacific^  States,  and  considered  that 
nearly  two-tifths  of  the  immense  area  of  the  United  States,  through  the 
transcontinental  railways  and  by  rivers  and  sounds,  outlet  on  the  Pa- 
cific, and  have  studied  the  data  surely  pointing  to  the  vast  future  com- 
merce of  this  western  world,  can  adequately  appreciate  the  importance 
of  these  harbors  to  the  American  nation,  and  the  necessity  of  securing 
them  against  foreign  rivals.  If  we  neglect  them  the  i)resent  occupants 
must  sufller,  and  their  necessities  will  force  them  in  directions  unfriendly 
to  American  interests.  Circumstances  are  pressing,  and  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  looking  at  the  facts  as  they  really  exist.  The  strong  inclina- 
tion of  several  European  powers  to  gain  i)ossession  of  all  the  islands  in 
the  Pacific,  except  such  as  are  expressly  protected  by  the  United  States, 
is  plainly  shown  by  what  has  tak^ii  place  in  recent  years. 

The  seizure  of  Gilbert,  Johnson,  and  other  islands,  in  the  past  few 
months,  and  what  recently  transpired  in  regard  to  Samoa,  emphatically 
show  that  England  certainly  has  not  moderated  her  policy  in  the  indi- 
cated regard,  to  which  course  the  Canadian  Government  is  undoubtedly 
the  inspiring  cause.  The  enormous  cost  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way  impels  its  managers  to  make  the  most  desperate  efforts  to  secure 
freight  and  passengers,  and  hence  its  aggressive  plans  to  secure  Pacific 
commerce  and  to  gain  ])olitical  and  commercial  influence  in  these  islands. 
The  scheme  of  a  JUitish  cable  from  Vancouver  via  Honolulu,  as  well  as 
to  Japan  and  China,  and  of  establishing  commercial  and  mail  lines  of 
steamers  on  the  same  routes,  is  not  an  idle  dream.  Powerful  agencies 
are  already  working  to  these  ends,  and  to  effectively  safeguard  Ameri- 
can interests  on  the  Pacific  and  in  these  islands  there  is  no  time  for 
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hevsitation  and  delaj^  If  the  United  States  Government  does  not  very 
promptly  provide  for  laying  a  cable  from  San  rrancisco  or  San  Diego 
to  Honolulu  or  Hilo,  it  may  be  regarded  as  certain  that  a  cable  will  be 
laid  by  British  capital  and  be  controlled  by  British  managers.  Pearl 
Harbor  for  a  coaling  station  and  an  American  cable  between  California 
and  Hawaii  are  of  immediate  importance  to  American  commercial  and 
naval  interests  and  to  the  maintenance  of  American  influence  on  these 
islands. 

THE   GOVERNMENT  OF   THE  ISLANDS. 

A  question  of  ^dtal  importance  to  Hawaii  and  of  American  interest 
in  and  care  for  its  future  is  that  of  its  government.  There  has  been  in 
the  last  twenty  years  a  great  change  in  the  political  status  of  things 
here.  Formerly  the  facts  and  circumstances  appertaining  to  govern- 
ment on  these  islands  were  essentially  different  from  what  they  are  to- 
day. Then  the  population  was  chiefly  native  Hawaiian.  The  natives 
had  long  lived  under  a  kind  of  feudal  system,  with  rigid  laws  and  cus- 
toms, which  gave  to  the  numerous  chiefs  and  the  King  absolute  despotic 
power.  The  wisdom  and  the  religious  zeal  of  the  Christian  mission- 
aries enabled  them  to  acquire  and  exercise  a  strong  influence  for  good 
over  the  chiefs  and  King  as  well.  Thus  a  system  of  government  and 
laws  were  established  which  were  a  great  improvement  on  the  former 
condition  of  things.  The  general  good  character  of  the  men  who  effect- 
ively aided  the  Hawaiian  monarch  to  carry  on  the  Government  for 
years  secured  fairly  successful  administration  of  law  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  order  at  limited  cost,  the  public  revenues  being  small. 
But  the  numerous  Hawaiian  chiefs  are  in  their  graves.  Their  families 
are  extinct.  The  original  native  Hawaiians  are  now  so  decimated  as 
to  number  less  than  two-fifths  of  the  population  of  the  islands. 

The  coming  to  the  throne  of  the  late  King  Kalakaua  in  1873  was  by 
legislative  election,  and  but  for  the  presence  in  the  harbor  and  on  shore 
of  American  marines  and  sailors,  of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war,  he 
would  have  failed  to  secure  his  crown  against  a  determined  mob  in  the 
interest  of  another  aspirant.  The  great  prosperity  of  the  islands  under 
the  reciprocity  treaty,  stimulating  the  production  of  sugar,  leading  to 
a  large  American,  European,  and  Asiatic  immigration,  caused  a  large 
increase  of  the  Government  revenues.  This  prosperous  state  of  things 
also  soon  resulted  in  a  large  increase  of  the  Government  expenditures, 
in  the  addition  of  new  offices,  a  large  augmentation  of  salaries,  thus 
stimulating  the  desire  for  official  places  and  i)atronage,  exciting  the 
greed  of  adventurous  and  too  often  unworthy  political  partisans.  Easy 
going,  unused  to  and  inca])able  of  safe  and  economical  administration, 
the  King,  Kalakaua,  too  often,  in  his  seventeen  years  of  reign,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  unscru]nilous  associates  and  advisers.  The  Government 
exi)enditures  soon  reached  figures  much  above  what  the  area  and  i)0])u- 
lation  of  the  little  kingdom  justified.  But  so  long  as  the  great  ])rofits 
of  sugar-raising  under  the  American  tarifl' flowed  into  the  islands,  the 
excessive  Government  exi)enses  could  be  i^aid  without  the  i>rincipal 
taxpayers  very  sensibly  realizing  the  burden. 

Tlie  adoption  of  a  new  constitution  in  1SS7,  taking  from  the  King 
much  of  liis  former  ])ower  and  establishing  legislative  and  ministerial 
responsibility,  olfectiMl  a  IxMjellcial  change.  Hut  the  great  reduction  of 
the  ])rotits  ot  sugar-raising,  rendering  some  of  the  plantations  nearly 
worthless,  and  greatly  lessening  the  income  and  market  value  of  the 
others,  has  brought  a  condition  of  alfairs  which  compels  all  the  retlect- 
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ing:  ami  rt'siHUisihlc  ciiizciis  to  seo  tliat  tlic  i)n'scnt  cxju'iises  of  (lio 
(TOVerimuMit  are  imicli  beyond  wliat  tlio  islainls  can  ])ay  and  iiuicli 
liifiher  than  wis<»  lejjislation  and  ])roj)er  economic  administration  re- 
(juire.  Uut  the  diilicnlty  of^ettinj;-  out  of  tlje  old  j^rcjoNOs,  of  sctalin^jf 
liown  salaries,  and  abolisliinj^:  useless  olViees  is  hard  to  overcome. 
Nearly  one-half  of  the  i)oi)ulation  of  tin*  country  have  no  voice  in  politi- 
cal atiairs,  unless  exerted  throu<;h  c(urui)tion  and  bribery.  The  \otin^ 
])oi)ulation  is  made  up  of  several  nationalities — Hawaiian,  rortu«;uese, 
American,  Iji«;lish,  (li'rman,  and  others,  tlie  more  intellip^ent  and  re- 
sponsil)le  of  these  generally  actinj^-  to;:«'ther  snlliciently  t4)  exercise  a 
beneticial  influence  on  Iegislati<m  and  administration.  JUit  the  palace 
patronage  and  intluence  are  still  considerable,  costing  the  country  niore 
than  it  is  able  to  pay  and  returning  to  the  country  no  positive  advan- 
tages. 

Directly  and  indirectly,  the  palace  probably  costs  the  little  kingdom 
SloOjOOO  i)er  year.  A  governor,  at  ''?5,000  a  year,  acting  in  harmony 
with  the  responsible  men  of  the  legislature,  would  be  far  better  for 
the  islands  than  the  present  monarchical  Government.  In  truth,  the 
monarchy  here  is  an  absurd  anachronism.  It  has  nothing  on  which  it 
logically  or  legitimately  stands.  The  feudal  basis  on  which  it  once 
stood  no  longer  existing,  the  monarchy  now  is  only  an  impedient  to 
good  government — an  obstruction  to  the  prosi)erity  and  progress  of  the 
islands.  Incapable  of  comprehending  the  principles  of  constitutional 
government,  more  likely  to  take  the  advice  of  unworthy  counsel  than 
of  the  more  competent,  the  reigning  Sovereign  insists  in  dealing  with 
what  properly  belongs  to  the  legislature  and  to  the  ministers.  Thus 
the  palace  is  constantly  open  to  sui)erlicial  and  irresponsible  courtiers 
and  to  unprincipled  adventurers  of  difi'erent  nationalities.  Instead  of 
exercising  a  salutary  influence  on  public  afl'airs  it  is  the  center  of  mal- 
administration and  of  the  most  vicious  kind  of  politics.  It  is  now, 
and  it  has  been  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  is  always  likely  to  be,  a 
fruitful  source  of  i)ublic  demoralization. 

It  may  be  asked  why  do  Jiot  the  i)eoi)le  of  the  islands  at  once  reform 
this  state  of  things?  There  is  a  considerable  number  of  i)itelligent, 
energetic,  and  excellent  citizens,  of  the  difierent  nationalities,  in  pos- 
session of  the  elective  franchise.  They  are  laigely  Americanized  in 
their  o])inions  jind  manners.  They  are  sympathetic  with  American 
institutions.  This  is  so  of  the  Portuguese,  the  Germans,  more  or  less 
of  the  English,  and  of  the  native  Ilawaiians  and  half- whites,  as  well  as 
of  the  most  of  those  of  American  parentage.  But  these  unaided  and 
alone  can  not  well  make  the  necessary  changes  in  the  existing  condition 
of  things.  As  a  crown  colony  of  Great  Britian,  or  a  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  the  government  modifications  could  be  made  readily,  and 
good  administration  of  the  laws  secured.  Destiny  and  the  vast  future 
interests  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific  clearly  indicate  who,  at  no 
distant  day,  must  be  responsible  for  the  government  of  these  islands. 
Under  a  territorial  government  they  could  be  as  easily  governed  as  any 
of  the  existing  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  men  qualified  are  here  to  carry  on  good  government,  provided 
they  have  the  support  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Why 
not  postpone  American  possession?  Would  it  not  be  just  as  well  for 
the  United  States  to  take  the  islands  twenty-five  years  hence?  Facts 
and  obvious  i)robabilities  will  answer  both  of  these  interrogations. 
Hawaii  has  reached  the  parting  of  the  ways.  She  must  now  take  the 
road  which  leads  to  Asia,  or  the  other,  which  outlets  her  in  America, 
gives  her  an  American  (dvilization  and  binds  her  to  the  care  of  American 
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destiny.  The  nonaction  of  the  American  Government  here  in  thirty 
years  Avill  make  of  Hawaii  a  Singapore,  or  a  Hongkong,  which  coukl 
be  governed  as  a  British  colony,  but  woukl  be  unfit  to  be  an  American 
Territory  or  an  American  State  under  our  constitutional  system.  If  the 
American  flag  floats  here  at  no  distant  day,  the  Asiatic  tendencies  can 
be  arrested  and  controlled  without  retarding  the  material  development 
of  the  islands,  but  surely  advancing  their  prosperity  by  diversifying 
and  expanding  the  industries,  building  roads  and  bridges,  opening  the 
public  lands  to  small  farmers  from  Europe  and  the  United  States,  thus 
increasing  the  responsible  voting  population,  and  constituting  a  solid 
basis  for  American  methods  of  government. 

Two-fifths  of  the  peoi^le  now  here  are  Chinese  and  Japanese.  If  the 
present  state  of  things  is  allowed  to  go  on  the  Asiatics  will  soon  largely 
preponderate,  for  the  native  Hawaiian s  are  now  decreasing  at  the  rate 
of  nearly  one  thousand  per  year.  At  the  present  prices  of  sugar,  and 
at  the  prices  likely  to  hold  in  the  future,  sugar-raising  on  these  islands 
can  be  continued  only  by  the  cheapest  possible  labor — that  of  the 
Japanese,  the  Chinese,  and  the  Indian  coolies.  Americanize  the  is- 
lands, assume  control  of  the  ''crown  lands,"  dispose  of  them  in  small 
lots  for  actual  settlers  and  freeholders  for  the  raising  of  cott'ee,  oranges, 
lemons,  bananas,  pineapples,  and  grapes,  and  the  result  soon  will  be  to 
give  permanent  preponderance  to  a  population  and  a  civilization  which 
will  make  the  islands  like  southern  California,  and  at  no  distant  period 
convert  them  into  gardens  and  sanitariums,  as  well  as  supply  stations 
for  American  commerce,  thus  bringing  everything  here  into  harmony 
with  American  life  and  prosperity.  To  postpone  American  action 
many  years  is  only  to  add  to  present  unfavorable  tendencies  and  to 
make  future  possession  more  difficult. 

It  is  proper  to  consider  the  following  facts :  The  present  Sovereign 
is  not  expected  to  live  many  years.  The  princess  heir  apparent  has 
always  been,  and  is  likely  always  to  be,  under  English  influence.  Her 
father  is  British  in  blood  and  jjrejudices,  firmly  intrenched  here  as  col- 
lector of  customs,  an  inq^ortant  and  influential  office.  She  has  been 
for  some  years  and  still  is  in  England;  her  patron  there  who  has  a 
kind  of  guardianship  of  her,  T.  H.  Davies,  is  a  Tory  Englishman,  who 
lived  here  many  years,  who  still  owns  large  property  in  the  islands, 
and  is  a  resolute  and  i)ersistent  opponent  of  American  predominance, 
bitterly  denouncing  even  the  American  acquisition  of  Pearl  Harbor. 
Mr.  Wodehouse,  the  English  minister,  has  long  resided  here;  his  eldest 
son  is  married  to  a  half-caste  sister  of  the  Crown  Princess,  another  son 
is  in  the  Honolulu  post-office,  and  a  daughter  also  is  nuirried  to  a  resi- 
dent of  one  of  the  islands.  The  death  of  the  present  Queen,  therefore, 
would  virtually  place  an  English  princess  on  the  Hawaiian  throne, 
and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  ultra-Iiinglish  the  patronage  and  influence 
of  the  palace. 

In  the  existing  state  of  things,  with  non-American  intervention, 
these  palace  influences,  skillfully  handled,  are  nearly  equal,  frequently 
superior,  to  the  power  of  the  legislature.  Add  to  this  palace  power, 
in  British  hands,  the  influence  of  an  adventurous,  impecunious,  and 
irresponsible  mob  of  "hoodlums"  and  there  results  a  state  of  things 
whicli  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  Canadian  and  ultra-British  schem- 
ers, with  a  subsidy  fund  of  $50,000,  to  se(;ure  control  of  the  h\i;islature, 
and  by  pronq)t  and  vigorous  action  secure  Canadian  and  British  fran 
chises,  ])rivileges,  and  rights  entirely  legal,  to  get  rid  of  which  would 
cause  embarrassment  anil  expense  to  the  United  States  and  her  allies 
here.    As  is  well  known  to  the  Department  of  State,  Secretary  JMaicy, 
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with  t\w  ai)pr()val  of  IMesident  rierce  and  Cabinet,  authorized  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a  treaty  for  inakinj^  these  ishinds  a  Territory  of  the  United 
States.  (Jonnnis.sioner  (lre«,^u:  was  autliorized  U)  facilitate  the  negotia- 
tion by  the  promise  to  jiay  .•!<1  ()(),()()()  for  ])ensions  to  tlie  Kinj,',  chiefs, 
and  other  «»ni(ial  |)«'rsoiis,  on  condition  that  tlic  sovereifrnty  and  prop- 
erty of  tlie  i.shmds  sliouhl  be  transferred  to  the  United  States. 

Commissioner  (Irej::^-  exceeded  Ids  instructions  by  stipulatiufr  to  pay, 
in  all,  three  times  the  sum  whiith  Secretary  Marcy  named  in  his  instruc- 
tions. These  terms  were  deemed  onerous  an(i  nnacce]>table  by  the 
\Vashin;iton  Department  of  State,  and  conse(juently  tli(i  treaty  was 
dropped,  aft<'r  all  ne<i<»tiations  had  been  comjileted,*  the  Jvin^  finally 
bein^  induced  by  his  Scotch  minister  of  forei<;n  atfairs  n(>t  to  si^n  it, 
though  the  Kinj»-  and  cabinet  had  previously  j,nven  their  supi)ort  to 
tlie  spirit  and  terms  of  rlie  ne«4otiations  and  the  conclusions  reached. 
The  embarrassments  and  objections  that  then  existed  as  to  the  number 
of  the  royal  i)rinces  and  chiefs,  the  small  nuniber  of  the  American  poj)- 
ulatiou,  the  want  of  ready  communication  with  the  Cnited  States,  and 
distance  from  Washin^tcm,  now  no  longer  stand  in  the  way  of  making 
Hawaii  a  well  governed  and  ])rosperous  United  StjiU^s  Territory.  The 
reasons  for  annexation  in  1854  were  certainly  much  less  adequate  and 
pressing  than  they  are  now. 

THE  EXISITING  BUSINESS  STATUS. 

It  is  well  to  consider  the  existing  state  of  things  here  resulting  from 
the  change  in  the  United  States  sugar  tariff.  Oidy  personal  observa- 
tion and  a  careful  investigation  of  the  facts  can  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  severe  blow  sugar  raised  here  has  received.  The  production  of 
sugar  being  the  main  business  of  the  islands,  the  great  reduction  of 
the  market  price  has  effected  powerfully  the  entire  affairs  and  condi- 
tion of  the  islands.  I  think  it  underestimating^the  truth  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  loss  to  the  owners  of  the  sugar  plantations  and  mills, 
etc.,  and  the  consequent  depreciation  of  other  property  by  the  i)assage 
of  the  McKinley  bill,  wise  and  beneficial  as  that  measure  is  i)roving  to 
be  for  the  vast  interests  of  the  United  States,  has  not  been  less  than 
$12,000,000,  a  large  portion  of  this  loss  falling  on  Americans  residing 
here  and  in  California.  Unless  some  positive  measures  of  relief  be 
granted,  the  depreciation  of  sugar  property  here  will  continue  to  go 
on.  Wise,  bold  action  of  the  United  States  will  rescue  the  property 
holders  from  great  loss,  give  the  islands  a  government  which  will  put 
an  end  *o  a  worse  than  useless  expenditure  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country,  using  them  for  the  building  of  roads  and 
bridges,  thus  helping  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of  the  islands, 
aiding  to  diversify  the  industries,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  the 
responsible  citizens. 

WHAT    SHOULD  BE  DONE? 

One  of  two  courses  seem  to  me  absolutely  necessary  to  be  followed, 
either  bold  and  vigorous  measures  for  annexation  or  a  "customs 
union,"  an  ocean  cable  from  the  Californian  coast  to  Honolulu,  Pearl 
Harbor  perpetually  ceded  to  the  United  States,  with  an  implied  but 
not  necessarily  stipulated  American  i^rotectorate  over  the  islands.  I 
believe  the  former  to  be  the  better,  that  which  will  prove  much  the 
more  advantageous  to  the  islands,  and  the  cheapest  and  least  embar- 
rassing in  the  end  for  the  United  States.     If  it  was  wise  for  the  United 
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States,  through  Secretary  Marcy,  thirty-eight  years  ago,  to  offer  to 
expend  §100,000  to  secure  a  treaty  of  annexation,  it  certainly  can  not 
be  chimerical  or  unwise  to  expend  $100,000  to  secure  annexation  in 
the  near  future.  To-day  the  United  States  has  five  times  the  wealth 
she  possessed  in  1854,  and  the  reasons  now  existing  for  annexation  are 
much  stronger  than  they  were  then.  I  can  not  refrain  from  expressing 
the  opinion  with  emphasis  that  the  golden  hour  is  near  at  hand.  A 
perpetual  customs  union  and  the  acquisition  of  Pearl  Harbor,  with  an 
imi)lied  protectorate,  must  be  regarded  as  the  only  allowable  alterna- 
tive. This  would  require  the  continual  presence  in  the  harbor  of 
Honolulu  of  a  United  States  vessel  of  war  and  the  constant  watchful- 
ness of  the  United  States  minister  while  the  present  bungling,  unset- 
tled, and  expensive  political  rule  would  go  on,  retarding  the  develop- 
ment of  the  islands,  leaving  at  the  end  of  twenty-five  years  more 
embarrassment  to  annexation  than  exists  to-day,  the  property  far  less 
valuable,  and  the  population  less  American  than  they  would  be  if  an- 
nexation were  soon  realized. 

It  may  be  said  that  annexation  would  involve  the  obligation  of  pay- 
ing to  the  Hawaiian  sugar-i^roducers  the  same  rate  of  bounties  now 
paid  to  American  producers,  thus  imposing  too  heavy  a  demand  on  the 
United  States  Treasury.  It  is  a  sufiicient  answer  to  this  question  to 
say  that  it  could  be  specifically  provided  in  the  terms  of  annexation 
that  the  United  States  Government  should  pay  6  mills  per  pound — 
•Sl-J  per  ton — to  the  Hawaiian  sugar-raisers,  and  this  only  so  long  as 
the  present  sugar-bounty  system  of  the  United  States  shall  be  mam- 
tained.  Careful  inquiry  and  investigation  bring  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  small  bounty  would  tide  the  Hawaiian  sugar-planters  over 
their  present  alarming  condition  and  save  the  islands  from  general 
business  depletion  and  financial  disaster.  Could  justice  to  American 
interests  in  the  islands  and  care  for  their  future  welfare  do  less  than 
this? 

To  give  Hawaii  a  highly  favorable  treaty  while  she  remains  outside 
the  American  Union  would  necessarily  give  the  same  advantages  to 
hostile  foreigners,  those  who  would  continue  to  antagonize  our  com- 
mercial and  political  interests  here,  as  well  as  those  of  American  blood 
and  sympathies.  It  is  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  the  American 
sentiment  here  in  1890,  the  last  year  of  the  great  prosperity  nuder  the 
sugar  provisions  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  was  much  less  manifest  than 
before  the  treaty  had  gone  into  effect,  and  less  pronounced  than  when 
Secretary  Marcy  authorized  the  negotiation  of  the  annexation  treaty  in 
1854.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  desire  here  at  this  time  for  annexa- 
tion is  much  stronger  than  in  1889.  Besides,  so  long  as  the  islands  re- 
tain their  own  independent  government  there  remains  the  possibility 
that  England  or  the  Canadian  Dominion  might  secure  one  of  the  Ha- 
waiian harbors  for  a  coaling  station.  Annexation  excludes  all  dangers 
of  this  kind. 

Which  of  the  two  lines  of  i)olicy  and  action  shall  be  adopted  our 
statesmen  and  our  (jovernment  must  decide.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  and  the  welfare  of  these  islands  will  not 
permit  the  continuance  of  the  existing  state  and  tendency  of  things. 
Having  for  so  many  years  extended  a  helping  hand  to  the  islands  and 
encouraging  the  American  residents  and  their  friends  at  home  to  the 
extent  we  have,  we  can  not  refrain  now  from  aiding  them  with  vigor- 
ous measures,  without  injury  to  ourselves  and  those  of  our  '^  kith  and 
kin,"  and  without  negie(;ting  American  opportunities  that  never 
seemed  so  obvious  and  pressing  as  they  do  now.     I  have  no  doubt  that 
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the   more  tboroii^xhly  tlie  bed  roek  and  controlling^  facts  touchiiifj  the 
Hawaiian  problem  are   understood   by  our   (Tovernment  and   by  tlio 
American  public,  the  more  readily  they  will  be  inclined  to  api)rove  the 
views  I  have  exi)ressed  so  inadeciuately  in  this  commuiiicatiou. 
I  aiD,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Stevens. 
Hon.  John  W.  Foster, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Note. — Ou  the  following?  pages  will  be  found  statistics  from  the 
Hawaiian  census  reports  of  1800,  touching  the  population,  the  different 
nationalities,  the  principal  property  owners,  the  amount  of  (Jovernment 
revenues  and  expenditures,  Government  proj)erty,  etc.,  which  will  help 
educate  the  views  1  have  ex^jressed  in  the  preceding  pages. 

J.  L.  8. 


